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A  VISIT  TO  TOM  MOONEY 


By  E 


RNST 


To 


LLER 


took 


n- 


Ernsi  Toilet  as  a  prisoner  in  German) 

WE  rode  by  ferry  over  the 
Bay  of  San  Francisco. 
Then  an  auto 
over  hilly  country, 
grown  over  with 
eucalyptus,  laurel 
and  redwood  trees, 
through  the  green 
southern  landscape 
of  Martin  Count) 
to  the  prison  of  San 
Qucntin.  While  we 

were      yet      a       tew 

miles  a  w  a  \  w  e 
passed  the  first 
watch  tower  which 
bristled  with  ma- 
chine guns.  Soon 
we  saw  the  prison 
walls.  We  came  to 
the  gate  and  had  to 
sign  our  names.  We 
passed  through  a 
court  to  the  second 


Ernst  Toller,  revolutionary  ,/ramaiist  and  writer  of  Germany,  hat  just 
completed  a  month's  trip  t/iroug/i  the  United  States,  speaking  be/ore  work- 
ers' audiences  on  political  and  proletarian  literary  subjects.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  German  section  of  the  international  Hid  Aid  and  of  the 
League  Against  Imperialism.  He  wrote  his  play  "Man  of  the  Masses" 
while  in  a  German  prison,  where  he  remained  for  two  and  one-half  years 
for  his  participation  in  the  German  Revolution. 

While  in  the  West  he  visited  'lorn  Moom  i  in  San  (Juentin  and  also 
spoke  with  McNamara  and  Schmidt  who  are  imprisoned  there.  The  first 
part  of  his  article,  written  especially  for  the  LABOR  1)1  1  I  NDEK  describes  his 
visit  to  Tom  Mooney.  In  the  February  number  of  the  Labor  Dl  i 
he  will  write  of  his  conversations  -.nth  M.  Samara  and  Schmidt  and  of 
his  itisit  to  the  death  chamber  at  San  (Juentin. 

Ernst  Toller  requested  us  to  make  clear  to  the  readers  of  the  Labor 
Defender  that  he  never  made  the  statements  attributed  to  him  b\  re- 
porters of  the  New  York  capitalist  press  on  his  arrival  here.  Reporters 
who  visited  him  while  he  was  detained  by  United  States  Immigration 
authorities  on  Ellis  Island,  even  before  he  was  questioned  by  the  authorities, 
wrote  in  their  papers  that  he  had  told  the  U.  S.  officials  that  although  he 
VIOS  a  radical  in  his  youth  he  was  no  longer  one  and  that  he  had  no 
political  affiliations.    That  is  a  lie. 

These  are  some  of  the   questions  asked    Toller   b\    Ellis   Island    officials: 

"Did  you  come  here  to  kill  United  Stales  officials?" 

"If  you  were  in  Bavaria,  would  yon  overthrow  the  Bavarian  govern- 
•  ■lent?" 

"That  all  depends,"  was    Toller's   reply  to   the  latter  question. 

".■Ire  you  a  socialist  or  a  red?" 

"What  is  the  difference  between  the  two?"  asked  Toller. 

"A  red  is  a  dangerous  revolutionary ;  a  socialist  is  harmless,"  was  the 
1 1  ply  of  the  immigration  official. 

"You  cannot  demand  that  I  change  my  political  lie-.'.',  merely  to  come 
into  the  United  States,"  said   Toller. 

The  one  year  permitted  him  in  the  United  Stat, i  f>\  his  visa  was  changed 
by  the  authorities  to  three  months. 

Ernst  Toller  asks  that  the  Labor  Defender  transmit  the  following 
message  to  members  of  the  l.L.D.  an.!  to  the  workers  of  the  U 

"The  tasks  of  the  l.L.D.  in  America  will  become  greater  becausi  we  are 
facing  an  economic  crisis.  If  an  American  worker  has  a  fob  he  is  belter 
off  than  a  German  worker.  But  if  he  has  no  job  he  is  much  worse  off, 
because  he  has  no  rights  in  time  of  illness,  no  social  insurance,  no  unem- 
ployment benefit.  The  economic  war  will  be  fiercer  than  the  i evolutionary 
fighting  in  Germany. 

"Prosperity,  the  consequence  of  the  victory  of  the  United  States  in  the 
war,  is  approaching  its  end,  and  we  will  have  many  struggles.  For  helping 
workers  in  these  Struggles  there  must  bt  ttrong  organizations — not  ones  of 
charity  but  of  comradeship. 

"The   l.L.D.   must   use  every    means  at   its  disposal  10   win   the   masses. 
Cultural  methods,  such  as  the  movies,  talkies  and  radio,  which  the  ruling 
class  uses  for  its  own   propaganda   purposes,   must  also   be  appropriated   b\ 
1 1." — Editor. 


i    general  view  of  San  Qutntin  Prison 
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Tom  Mi 
gate.  We  were  led  into  .in  of- 
fice. We  handed  over  a  letter 
fmm  the  editor-in-chief  of  the 
C 'all-Bulletin ,  Mr.  Fremont 
Older,  who  had  been  fig 
tor  Moone)    tor  main    j 

Fifteen   minutes  later  W( 
I  oni     Mnciim     in     tin     \  isitiiiLT 
i num.      At    i   long  tabli    s.it   the 
prisoners,     .mil     opposite     them 
their   visitors.   On  tin    centi 
tlu-  table,  a  small  separating  par- 
tition    of     rods.      The     prisoners 
arc    not    permitted    to    Kan 
this.      At   the   end   of    the   table, 
mi  a  raised  pulpit,  sat  the  guard, 
who    kept    watch    over    the    pris- 
■  -lit  is  and  tlie  visitors. 

Toin  Moone]  has 
been    in    prison 
thirteen  years.      Hi 
wi  m  in  .is  .i  \ .  ung 
robust   person.       1 
da)    he    is   grc)    and 
his     i.ici:     is    deeph 

furrowed.  Innocent, 

this  man  remains  in 
prison.        Am 
the      world      knows 
this.       Hut    still    the 
u .ills  impi ison  him. 

Mo 
of   the   mi 
socialist 
\n 

He      hail 

mam     workers,    hail 

led   sii    . 

of    the    m 


A  statue  to  Lenin 
recently  erected 
in  Slatoust,  Rus- 
sia, by  the  'work- 
ers, as  an  inspi- 
ration for  the 
intensive  w  o  r  k 
of  building  so- 
cialism. 


TO  AMERICAN  WORKERS 


Lft-^1 


This  extract  from  the  writings  of  Lenin  is 
taken  from  his  "A  Letter  to  American  Work- 
ingmen," written  on  August  20,  1918,  when 
the  Workers'  Republic  <was  being  attacked  in- 
ternally and  from  all  sides  by  imperialist  forces 
and  white-guardist  bands. 

Today,  six  years  after  Lenin's  death,  while 
the  workers,  feasants  and  soldiers  have  succeeded 
in  defeating  the  counter-revolution  in  their  own 
territory  and  are  forging  full  speed  ahead  in 
the  construction  of  socialism,  imperialist  ma- 
neuvers have  succeeded  in  pitting  the  Chinese 
war  lords  against  the  Soviet  Union,  to  the  point 
when-  open  hostilities  broke  out  in  Manchuria. 
The  Red  Army  again  succeeded  in  repulsing  the 
whilc-guardists  and  the  armies  of  the  war  lords 
in  Manchuria,  and  establishing  a  peaceful  agree- 
ment with  the  Manchurian  government,  in  spite 
of  the  intervention  of  the  United  States. 

The  Manchurian  situation  provs  again  that 
every  worker  who  has  the  interest  of  his  class 
at  heart,  must  be  fully  awake  to  the  dangers 
threatening  the  Soviet  Union.  This  short  ex- 
tract from  Lenin  expresses  the  complete  confi- 
dence he   fell   in   the   international    solidarity    of 


By  Nicolai  Lenin 

WE  are  all  firmly  convinced  that  the 
Soviet  Republic,  whatever  mis- 
fortune may  still  lie  in  store  for  it,  is  un- 
conquerable. 

It  is  unconquerable  because  every  blow 
that  comes  from  the  powers  of  madly 
raging  imperialism,  every  new  attack  by 
the  international  bourgeoisie  will  bring 
new,  and  hitherto  unaffected  strata  of 
workingmen  and  peasants  into  the  fight, 
will  educate  them  at  the  cost  of  the  great- 
est sacrifice,  making  them  hard  as  steel, 
awakening  a  new  heroism  in  the  masses. 

We  know  that  it  may  take  a  long  time 
before  help  can  come  from  you,  com- 
rades, American  Workingmen,  for  the 
development  of  the  revolution  in  the  dif- 
ferent countries  proceeds  along  various 
paths,  with  varying  rapidity  (how  could 
it  be  otherwise!)  We  know  full  well 
that  the  outbreak  of  the  European  pro- 
letarian revolution  may  take  many  weeks 
to  come,  quickly  as  it  is  ripening  in  these 
days.  We  are  counting  on  the  inevitabil- 
ity of  the  international  revolution.  But 
that  does  not  mean  that  we  count  upon 
its  coming  at  some  definite,  nearby  date. 
We  have  experienced  two  great  revolu- 
tions in  our  own  country,  that  of  1905 
and  that  of  1917,  and  we  know  that 
revolutions  cannot  come  neither  at  a  word 
of  command,  nor  according  to  pre- 
arranged plans.  We  know  that  circum- 
stances alone  have  pushed  us,  the  proletariat 
of  Russia,  forward,  that  we  have  reached 


this  new  stage  in  the  social  life  of  the 
world  not  because  of  our  superiority  but 
because  of  the  peculiarly  reactionary  char- 
acter of  Russia.  But  until  the  outbreak 
of  the  international  revolution,  revolutions 
in  individual  countries  may  still  meet  with 
a  number  of  serious  setbacks  and  over- 
throws. 

And  yet  we  are  certain  that  we  are  in- 
vincible, for  if  humanitv  will  not  emerge 
from  this  imperialistic  massacre  broken  in 
spirit,  it  will  triumph.  Ours  was  the  first 
country  to  break  the  chains  of  imperial- 
istic warfare.  We  broke  them  with  the 
greatest  sacrifice,  but  they  are  broken.  We 
stand  outside  of  imperialistic  duties  and 
considerations,  we  have  raised  the  banner 
of  the  fight  for  the  complete  overthrow 
of   imperialism   for  the  world. 

We  are  in  a  beleaguered  fortress,  so 
long  as  no  other  international  socialist 
revolution  comes  to  our  assistance  with  its 
armies.  But  these  armies  exist,  they  art- 
stronger  than  ours,  they  grow,  they  thrive, 
they  become  more  invincible  the  longer 
imperialism  with  its  brutalities  continues. 
Workingmen  the  world  over  are  breaking 
with  their  betrayers,  with  their  Gompers 
and  their  Scheidemanns.  Inevitably  labor 
is  approaching  communistic  Bolshevist  tac- 
tics, is  preparing  for  the  proletarian  revo- 
lution that  alone  is  capable  of  preserving 
culture  and  humanity   from  destruction. 

We  are  invincible,  for  invincible  is  the 
Proletarian    Revolution. 


Lian  Kun,  chairman  of  the  Society  of  Chinese  Workers  in  Moscow,  is  explaining  this  poster  to   a 

young  pioneer.      The  poster  is  entitled  "The  Chinese   Generals  are   Fighting,   and  the   Imftrialitli 

are  Inciting   Them."    It  depicts  British  and   Yankee    imperialism    urging    the    war  lords,    wAo    aie 
ihown  as  their  dogs,  upon  each  other. 


Photo   Lahnr  Defender 
The  Southern  District   I.   L.   D.  Conference  at  Charlotte,  N.  C.      Inserts  (left)  Cliff  Saylors,  (center)  Martin  Dewey;  (right)  A'.   V.  (Red)  Hen- 
dryx.      Woman  at   extreme  left   is  Daisy  MacDonald,   secretary  of  the  conference. 


16    strikers    and    organizers    to    tin 


ClX  months  after  the  joint  police  and 
^  mill  owners'  mob  attack  on  the  tex- 
tile strikers'  tent  colony  at  Gastonia  (Tune 

7)  the  International  Labor  Defense  held 
its    first    District    Conference    (December 

8)  in  the  South,  at  Charlotte,  North  Caro- 
lina,  scene   of   the    ruling   class   effort    t<. 

send 

electric  chair. 

It  was  the  bloody   and  murderous  war 

■  1  against  tile  Lorav  Mill  strikers  of 
the  Manville-Jenckes  Corporation  that 
called  the  I.  L.  D.  into  the  South;  its 
successful  and  now  historic  fight  for  the 
lives  of  "The  16"  condemned  to  death 
that  rooted  it  deeply  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Southern  toiling  masses,  Negro  and  white; 
while  bitter  struggles  ahead  promise  it  con- 
tinued growth  and  influence. 


SIX  MONTHS 
IN  THE 
SOUTH 

By  J.  Louis  Engdahl 

wool.,  desert  the  South  following  the  Gas- 
t.  ini  trial.  The  First  Southern  Confer- 
ence was  the  answer  this  press  and  its 
masters  received — clear,  uncompromising. 
This  Conference  opened  a  new  day  in 
that  it  revealed  not  only  that  the  I.  L.  I), 
had  become  national  in  scope  but  that  the 
Southern  workers,  coming  from  four  states 
— North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and 
Virginia  —  had   come   to  think   nationally 


The  I.  L.  D.  became  a  really  national  and  internationally.  Lack  of  funds  alone 
organization,  covering  all  the  struggle  cen-  kept  delegates  at  home  in  Florida,  Ala- 
ters  in  the  land,  with  the  holding  of  its  bama,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana 
First  Southern  Conference  in  the  little 
hall,  now  known  as  "The  Workers'  Cen- 
ter," at  Belmont  and  Caldwell  streets,  out 


prison,  urged  the  struggle  to  save  Salvatore 
Accorsi  from  tin  electric  chair  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Here  was  the  handclasp  of  the 
Southern  textile  worker  with  the  Penn- 
sylvania coal  miner,  the  solidarity  horn  in 
the  crucible  of  bitter  class  battles. 

Cheers  of  approval  echoed  the  reading 
of  greetings  to  the  workers  and  peasants 
of  the  Soviet  Union,  carrying  the  con- 
gratulations of  these  Southern  toilers  on 
the  triumph  of  the  Five  Year  Plan. 
Elmer  MacDonald,  member  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Delegation  hut  recently  returned 
from  the  U.S.S.R.,  spoke  for  the  Pioneers. 
File  delegates  knew  that  one  of  their 
number,  K.  O.  Be\ers,  was  at  that  mo- 
ment touring  the  S.  ■•-  1 
greeted  by  workers  everywhere,  while  he 
had  been  refused  admission  to  ( 
Britain  by  the  MacDonald  government, 
that  feared  his  message  to  British  labor. 

The    Gastonia    gang    of    the    Manvillc- 


where  the  textile  workers  live  in  North 
Charlotte,  edging  on  the  Negro  neigh- 
borhood. 

Six  months  ago  the  I.  L.  D.  was  prac- 
tically unknown  in  the  South.  Today  its 
every  movement  is  watched.  The  kept 
press  builds  full  page  headlines  and  end- 
less articles  in  an  effort  to  misrepresent 
and  slander  its  activities.  Its  organizers 
have  been  kidnapped,  mobbed,  flogged  and 
all  but  lynched.  Ella  May  was  murdered. 
In  New  Orleans  its  headquarters  have 
been  raided  and  its  members  jailed.  This 
same    press    predicted    that   the    T.    L.    D. 


Here    was    B.    W.    Miller,    the    Negro  Jenckes   outfit   refused   to  permit   thi 

delegate  from  Atlanta,  who  spoke  for  the  lease   of    (i  oi        t.     ■■   i,    the   last    o\    tin 

unity    of    workers    of   all    raws,    not    onl\  defendants  held   in   prison,  on  bad,  so  that 

Negro  with   white,   but   also  of   the   ex-  he   could  attend  the  conference.     While 

ploitcd    masses    of    China,    India,    Africa,  the   conference    was   on,   the   mill    ou 

Japan;    eloquent    in    speech,    magnetic    in  press    spread    provocative    slanders 

personality.     He  beholds  in  the  I.  I  .   D.  the  I.  I  .  I',  intended  I  mob  raid 


an  organization  helping  to  liquidate  the 
in  indices  between  workers,  white  and 
black,   yellow   and    brown. 

Out  of  this  Conference  came  the  first 
voice  of  protest  in  all  America  against 
the  murderous  war  renewed  by  Wall 
Street's  butchers  against  the  worker  and 
peasant  masses  of  Haiti. 

K.  Y.   (Red)   Hcndnx.  '  I'ln 

Seven,"    who     is     facing    seven     years    in 
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on    its   Charlotte   headquarters,      Thi 
after    the    Coil  Cart 

finally    released,   a   warrant 
the  arrest  of  Cliff  Saylors,   I.   I..   1 1 

rr,  under  the  old  charge  o{  the  mui- 
der    of    the    police    chief,    Aderholt,    tin- 
crime  that  bad   been  UJ1S  .ily  lodged 
against  "The  23."      [*he   II.    D 
in    the   South    in    the    i 
developing  conflii  I 


Salvatore  Accorsi  is  Saved 


By   Sender  Garlin 

SALVATORE  ACCORSI  has 
been  saved.  He  has  been 
snatched  from  the  Pennsylvania 
executioners  by  the  International 
Labor  Defense,  which  since  his 
arrest  on  June  12,  1929,  has  been 
carrying  on  an  untiring  campaign 
for  his  release. 

The  frame-up  was  too  crude 
for  the  middle-class  jury  which 
heard  the  "evidence."  It  is  the 
International  Labor  Defense 
which  is  responsible  for  the  ac- 
quital  of  Accorsi.  Had  it  not 
taken  charge  of  the  defense  in 
this  hideous  frame-up  plot  against 
the  Italian  miner,  the  plot  would 
never   have   been   exposed. 

The  bosses  murder  crew  tailed 
'.o  "get  their  man,"  but  they  have 
still  others  to  choose  from.  Ten 
workers  are  still  under  indictment 
in  connection  with  the  Cheswick 
meeting,  with  charges  against 
them  ranging  from  "unlawful 
assemblage"  to  "inciting  to  riot." 
Who  is  next?  When  the  Penn- 
sylvania industrialists  make  their 
answer,  the  International  Labor 
Defense  will  have  another  big 
job  on  its  hands. 

Accorsi  was  arrested,  convicted 
and    extradited    by    the    labor-hat- 
ing   Tammany    Governor    Roose- 
velt, charged  with  the  murder  oi 
D  o  w  n  e  y,     Pennsylvania     State 
trooper,     who,     together     with     a 
small    army    of    uniformed    thugs 
mounted    and    on     foot,    smashed 
the    Sacco-Vanzetti    protest   meet- 
ing at  Cheswick,  Pa.,  on   August 
22,  1927.     Three  thousand  workers,  meet- 
ly  striking   miners,    attended    this   demon- 
stration.     The  troopers  and   state  witnesses 
were  forced  to  admit  under  cross-examina- 


The  Accorsi  family,   taken   care  of  by  the  l.L.D.   .hiring  the  arrest 

and    trial    of    Salvatore    Accorsi.      Mrs.    Accorsi    is    holding   Luigini, 

4   months ,    A  r  man  to   is    1 S   months  and  Carolina   9   years. 


tion  that  the  troopers 


lurleil  tear-gas 


bombs 


into  the  huge  crowd.  They  trampled  men, 
women  and  children  under  their  horses' 
hoofs,  clubbing  mercilessly  all  who  came 
within   their  reach. 

A  trooper  had  been  killed:  hence  a 
worker  must  pay  with  his  life.  Melon 
ruled  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  that  he 
must  pay  with  his  life.     Mellon  ruled  that     there  be  no  illusions  about  justice  in  cap- 


demonstrate.  And  whoever  it  was 
who  emptied  his  revolver  into  the 
1  75-pound  Downey — and  it  was 
undoubtedly  a  worker  driven  to 
this  act  by  the  most  unprovoked 
brutality — was  completely  justified 
in  doing  so. 

An  elaborate  frame-up  super- 
structure was  built  up  against  Ac- 
corsi. The  majority  of  the  state 
witnesses,  most  of  them  troopers, 
were  intent  upon  refurbishing 
their  reputations  tarnished  by  the 
bloody  details  of  the  brutal  mur- 
der of  another  coal  miner,  John 
Barkoski.  This  worker  was  beat- 
en to  death  with  a  poker  by  three- 
drunken  coal  and  iron  police  in 
their  barracks  in  imperial  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  the  face  of  a  mountain 
of  evidence  against  them,  the  three 
policemen  were  acquitted. 

An  insight  into  the  frame-up 
technique  of  the  Pennsylvania 
bosses  was  furnished  by  the  claim 
of  the  prosecution  that  the  slayei 
of  Downey  had  a  moustache. 
More  than  a  dozen  defense  wit- 
nesses, on  the  other  hand,  includ- 
ing two  barbers,  swore  that  Ac- 
corsi never  had  a  moustache.  Why 
did  the  state  pursue  its  lost  cause 
to  the  bitter  end?  Because  at  the 
coroner's  inquest  two  years  ago 
the  slayer  was  described  as  a  man 
with  a  moustache.  And  so  Ac- 
corsi had  to  be  given  a  moustache1 
One  of  two  "star"  witnesses. 
Trooper  Brown,  "positively  iden- 
tified" Accorsi  as  the  man  who 
shot  Downey.     Yet  at  the  inquest 

Brown  testified  be  "could  not  describe  the 

fellow." 

The  workers  are  justified  in  their  satis- 
faction that  Accorsi  was  saved  from  the 
electric  chair.  But  let  no  false  'conces- 
sions be  drawn  from  the  jury's  verdict,  let 


Sal  in/ore 

.-/,  ,  'ii  .i, 

sail,/ 

from 

Mr/Ion's 

electric 

,  '/.lir    and 
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the  state  of  Pennsylvania  must  at  all  costs 
vindicate  the  bloody  state  police,  the  bosses' 
most  effective  weapon  against  exploited 
workers  m  the  steel  mills  and  coal  mines. 
Salvatore  Accorsi,  38  years  old  and  father 
ot  three  little  children,  was  selected  as  the 
worker  who  must  pay  with  his  life  for  the 
death  of  the  trooper. 

Accorsi  is  innocent  ot  the  death  "t 
Downey.  Hut  let  it  here  be  stated  and 
let  bosses  and  their  bloody  hirelings  know 
— that  henceforth  workers  cannot  be  heat- 
i  ii  .Hid  murdered  with  impunity.  This  the 
Gaston ia    textile    workers    wrw    quick    to 


italist  courts!      Remember  Sacco  and  Van- 
zetti,  Gastonia,  Woodlawn. 

The  Accorsi  verdict  proves  that  only 
the  working  class  by  means  of  its  fight- 
ing weapon,  the  International  Labor  De- 
fense, succeeded  in  smashing  the  frame-up 
plot  against  Accorsi.  Today  Accorsi  is 
free;  tomorrow  another  worker  may  be 
Caught   in   the   clutches   of   boss   justice. 

Workers!  Ever  on  guard!  Build  and 
support  the  International  Labor  Defense, 
the    shield    of    the    working    class! 


MINERS  ON  THE  MARCH 


>LeH)     1  lie   troops    called   out   in    Tay- 
lorville,   111.     on    the    fir  it    day     0/ 
strike!  Members  of  the  U.M  U      ■ 

work    under     their     protection     and 
'iine.1  the  strike. 

I  Intel,  left)  John  Lewis,  f resident  of 
■he  United  Mine  Workers,  who  is  brine, 
ifserted  by  the  Illinois  miners. 
I  '  irje)  Pat  Toohey,  secretary-treasurer 
■jl  the  National  Miners'  Union,  le.idmg 
•he  strike 


(Circle)  Mrs.  Boyce,  wife  of 
the  Negro  vice-president  of  the 
National  Miners'  Union,  one  of 
whose  demands  is  no  discrimina- 
tion in  any  way  against  Negro 
workers.  The  women  are  playing 
a  great  role  in  the  miners'  strike 

(Right)    Out   of   the    mines  and 
on  the  picket  lines!  In  the  midst 
of    winter    the    Illinois    mines 
strike.   They  must  have  the  tuj 
fort  of  all  workers. 


TIIL  Illinois  miners,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  the  left-wing  National  Min- 
ers' Union,  are  on  the  march.  On  De- 
cember 9,  1929,  the  miners  at  Taylorville 
struck.  In  a  few  days,  miners  marching 
from  one  mine  to  another,  brought  their 
fellow-workers  out  on  strike  in  other  sec- 
tions of  the  state,  until,  as  the  Labor 
Defender  goes  to  press,  10,000  miners 
are  estimated  to  be  on  strike  in  Illinois. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  strike  troops 
were  called  out  at  Taylorville.  Com- 
pany gunmen  and  special  deputies  were 
on  the  job.  Freeman  Thompson  and 
rge  Yoyzey,  strike  leaders,  were  placed 
under  military  arrest.  Hundreds  of  Other 
miners  were  arrested  wholesale  in  the  at- 
tempt to  break  the  strike,  the  first  major 
struggle  called  against  the  drive  launched 
on  the  workers  by  the  Hoover  special  con- 
ferences in  Washington.  Three  hundred 
members  of   the  union    who   marched    on 


Nokomis  to  picket  a  mine  of  the  Illinois- 
Indiana  Corporation  were  bottled  up  in 
a  street  by  a  force  of  a  hundred  deputies 
heavily  armed.  A  shot  was  fired  to  in- 
timidate the  picketers  and  35  men  wen 
taken  from  the  crowd  to  jail. 

This  struggle  in  Illinois  marks  the  dis- 
integration of  the  United  Mine  Workers, 
which  had  been  split  by  the  fracas  between 
Lewis  and  Fishwick,  U.M.W.  locals  went 
over  in  a  body  to  the  National  Miners' 
Union  and  rank  and  file  members  of  othi  i 
locals  refused  to  work  under  the  pi  I 
lion  of  the  troops. 

News  also  comes   that    18,000   miners 
have    voted   to  strike   in    Kentucky   and    a 
miners'  strike   is  in  progress  at   Boonvill.  , 
Missouri.     This  is  an   answer  to  the   n 
strike,    no-wagc-increasc    policy 
and    Lewis    promised    to    Hoover. 

The  strikers  demand   the  six-hour  da] 
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and  five-day  wek,  minimum  wage  i 
a  week,  larger  crews  on  the  machim 
a   15  minute  rest  period  every  hour,  aboli- 
tion of  the  check-off  (bj   which  the  mine 
companies,  on  agreement   with   the    L'.M. 
W.    take    union    dues   out    of    the    pa)    en- 
\  elopes),  no  discrimination  against  young 
workers  and    Negro   workers,  social   insur- 
ance paid   b)    the  state  and   the   companies. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  during  the 
SlOi)  miners  in  Illinois  alone 
forced  out  of  work  bv  the  introduc- 
tion oi  machinery  in  the  mines,  and  about 
{00,000  thniout  the  country,  and  th  i 

funis  of  employment  are  irregular  then 
the  significance  of  thes<  demands  for  the 
unemployed  can  be  seen. 

All  power  to  the  striking   miners,  un- 
der the  leadership  of  th        N    I 
ens'  Union'  The  Internationa]  Laboi   1  U  • 
tense   is  supporting  them  and   will   s 
them  in  their  struggles. 


BREAKING  BARRIERS 


By  Sol  Auerbach 
CtTNCITING  the  Negro  to  rebellion." 
That  is  the  charge  on  which 
Stephan  Graham  was  arrested  in  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  and  then  released  on  $2,500  bail 
pending  his  trial.  That  is  the  charge 
brought  against  him  by  the  Spring  Manu- 
facturing Company  of  Norfolk,  85  per 
cent  of  whose  workers  are  Negroes,  most 
of  them  young  women. 

You  might  think  that  this  was  taking 
place  in  the  days  of  slavery  before  the 
Civil  War.  The  charge  itself — "Inciting 
the  Negro  to  rebellion" — might  have  come 
from  the  lips  of  some  Southern  gentle- 
man fighting  to  keep  his  slaves  on  his 
plantation. 

But  the  South,  and  with  it  Norfolk, 
has  changed.  The  Spring  Manufacturing 
Company,  a  subsidiary  of  the  Nachman 
Spring-filled  Corporation  of  Chicago,  111., 


Tobacco  worker  at  Winston  Salem,  N.  C.     Her 
wage  was  $9.90  a  week,  until  she  was  discharg- 
ed   for  being  a   union   member. 

which  has  other  units  scattered  through 
both  the  South  and  North,  has  two  plants 
in  Norfolk.  In  Norfolk,  too,  and  in  its 
vicinity,  are  29  fertilizer  plants,  large 
shipbuilding  yards,  saw  mills — making  up 
a  smoke-stack  skyline  of  an  industrial 
center. 

In  these  mills  work  main  Negro  work- 
ers— men,  women  and  youngsters.  In  the 
Southern  Spring  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany,  where  Graham  was  employed,  the 
young  Negro  workers  make  from  $1.25 
to  $2.25  a  day  of  up  to  10  hours  on  piece 


work,  the  young  girl  workers  in  the  sewing 
department  are  started  at  $1.00  per  day. 

Into  this  scene  came  the  Communist, 
Stephan  Graham.  In  the  words  of  Gra- 
ham: "After  working  and  seeing  these 
horrible  working  conditions,  I  talked  to  a 
number  of  workers,  distributed  literature 
in  the  plant,  and  told  the  workers  that 
the  only  way  to  improve  these  conditions 
is  by  organizing  into  truely  militant  indus- 
trial unions,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Trade    Union    Unity  League." 

This  much  the  bosses  are  agreed  upon : 
white  and  Negro  workers  may  have  equal- 


ity to  work  alike  under  slave  conditions 
in  their  plants.  But  under  no  circumstan- 
ces must  they  be  permitted  to  stretch  their 
equality  further,  as,  for  instance,  equality 
translated  into  solidarity  of  the  Negro  and 
white  workers  in  the  fight  against  the  new 
slavery  of  the  South  and  the  older  one 
of  the  North. 

This  was  the  message  brought  to  the 
South  by  the  Communists  and  the  Na- 
tional Textile  Workers'  Union  in  Gas- 
tonia.  This  was  the  message,  that  by  the 
logic  of  the  events  at  Gastonia,  blazed  a 
trail  through  the  South. 

Walking  on  this  trail  and  hewing  it 
further  came  the  white  worker  Stephan 
Graham.  That  is  what  he  told  his  fellow 
Negro  workers  in  the  plant  where  he 
worked. 

Graham  called  a  meeting  of  the  work- 
ers in  his  plant  for  October  15  to  talk 
about  organizing  a  union.  In  the  meeting 
hall,  to  which  most  of  the  workers  had 
walked  more  than  two  miles,  were  about 
150  Negro  workers,  most  of  them  from 
the  Southern  Spring  Company. 

"You  have  no  right  calling  niggers  to 
meetings,"  said  one  of  the  detectives  to 
Graham  after  the  meeting.  Graham  said 
that  the  meetings  would  continue.  He  was 
arrested,  told  that  "he  wasn't  fit  to  as- 
sociate even  with  niggers,"  and  threatened 


Low  wages  for 
heavy  work  in  a 
metal  plant.  Their 
wives  and  children 

work  also. 
(Left)    S  i  x -year 
old    girl    picking 
coke    from    the 
tracks  at  Birming- 
ham,  Ala. 
(Photo  Esther 
Lowell) 

(Right) 
Stephen  Graham 


with  "being  taken  into  an  alley  and  used 
as  a  football." 

Graham's  room  was  raided,  all  litera- 
ture found  there  confiscated,  and  then 
he  was  charged  with  "inciting  the  Negroes 
to  rebellion." 

But  a  trail  once  blazed  cannot  be  so 
easily  buried.  From  the  mouths  of  the 
present  southern  gentlemen  in  Norfolk 
again  come  the  old  familiar  words:  "in- 
citing the  Negroes  to  rebellion."  The  in- 
citing they  themselves  have  done  in  then 
plants,  with  their  wages,  in  the  homes  the) 
have  rented  the  Negro  workers  to  live  in, 
in  the  barriers  of  prejudice  they  have 
erected  around  them.  There  come  leaders 
to  show  the  way  in  breaking  down  these 
barriers. 

Stephen  Graham  is  one  of  these  leaders. 
To  set  him  free  unconditionally  is  part 
and  parcel  of  the  whole  fight  to  organize 
the  South,  part  of  the  fight  against  jim- 
crowism  and  lynching,  part  of  that  great 
struggle  against  exploitation  built  on  the 
solidarity  of  the  workers  of  all  races  and 
nationalities. 
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HOOVER'S  PEACE 


IN  HAITI 


AS  iii  1920,  the  Haitian  masses  have  risen  in 
revolt  against  the  most  abominable  condi- 
tions forced  upon  them  bj  'i  ankee  armed  occupa- 
tion, to  rind  that  the  700  marines  in  Haiti, 
ih.  I  I.u'iian  Garde  officered  by  100  Americans, 
an  additional  500  marines  hurriedly  dispatched 
by  President  Hoover  on  a  battleship,  and  thou- 
sands of  more  marines,  held  in  readiness,  were 
at  hand  to  drown  their  revolt  with  lead 
machine  guns,   rifles,  airplanes  and  battle 

tarj  of  State  Stimson  was  hardly  through 
wiping  the  pen  with  which  he  signed  the  note 
or"  intervention  to  the"56viet  Union,  when  1 
marine  guns  spat  death  at  Haitian  toilers,  killing 
five  and  wounding  20  at  Au\  Cayes.  The 
Kellogg  Peace  Pact  is  supposed  to  guard  the 
weaker  nations  from   the  clutches  of  the 

Mil.      But   it  seems  at  though   the   pact   dors 
not  apply  to  Haiti,  with  its  3,000,000  extri 
exploited    Negro  inhabitants. 

For  Wall  Street  bleeds  out  of  Haiti  millions 
in  profits  and  needs  tlte  island  for  two  naval 
bases  with  which  to  control  the  Carribean  against 
British   imperialism. 

When  Haiti,  in  1914,  refused,  at  the  request 
of  President  Wilson,  to  subject  itself  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  National  City  Bank  of  New  York, 
an  American  battleship  landed  marines  and  re- 
moved $500,000  from  the  Haitian  National 
Bank  and  government  treasury  and  brought  it 
to  New  York.  The  New  York  bank  then  stop- 
ped all  payment  to  the  Haitian  government  forc- 
ing it  to  suspend  operations.  Permanent  armed 
occupation   began   August    27,    1915. 

The  Haitian  government,  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  was  then  forced  to  sign  one  treaty  after 
another,  placing  the  control  of  the  entire  island 
in  the  hands  of  the  Yankee  imperialists.  The 
Haitian  constitution  was  amended  to  permit 
Americans    to    hold    large    plantations,    with    the 

(Insert)    President    Borno,    Wall    Street    puppet. 

(Below)  U.  S.  Marines  lying  in  wait  for  Haitian 

toilers. 


Haitian  toilers  at  -work  on  a  plantation.      Thou- 
sands have  been  forcefully  deported  for  >. 
Cuba. 


result  that  peasants  were  ousted  from  their  hold- 
ings and  made  penniless.  They  were,  however, 
"taken  care  of"  by  the  same  American  landown- 
ers in  Cuba,  who  paid  their  Haitian  officials 
$10  per  head  for  Haitian  natives  induced  to  come 
to  slavery  in  the  Cuban  sugar  plantations  As 
a  result,  Haitian  "emigration"  to  Cuba  has  in- 
creased from  117  in  19  1+  to  21,619  in  1927, 
and    14,098   in    I "  N  urth  of  the 

adult   male   worker:    •  ■:    Hail  n   removed 

for  exploitation   in  Cuba! 

The  American  marines  were  hard  put  to  it  to 
"pacify  the  country."     Tiny   resurrected  an  old 
law    under    which    Haitians    were    compelled    to 
work  on  the  roads.      Main   .■:    these  virtual 
were  shot   in   cold   bio  d  by    *i  marine   of- 

ficers.    When  the  Haitians  rose  iii  revolt 
this  slavery  in    1920,  3,500  of  them  were  killed. 

In    1922,   the   present   high 
eral   John    11.    Russell,   was   appointed    bj 
Street.      This    is    what    he    did:    I  \mcr- 

ican  officials  in  leading  department]  of  th 
eminent j   collected   all  ild  Ik- 

or  money  appropriated  without  h. 
sent;  he  controlled  all 

in    1922   the   present   j  did   awaj 

with    the    legislature  and    instead    had    Bon 
point  I  council  ot   state,  which   in   tun 
Homo;    he    had     B  h    the 

Yankee  marines  earned  out,  suppressing  all 

criticizing  the  state  of 
throwing  editors  in  jail,  suppressing  i  '. 
ment   tor  organization  among  th 

This  is  bloody  Yankee  impcr 
When  American  workers   in  New  \      •    i 

in    Washington    |       ' 

cupation,  ill  nd  ridden 

by    the    police.      Only    by     the    i 

■ 
can   imperialism   be  done  ..i> 
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( 1  )  Things  began  to  go  bad  for  the  American  bosses.  They  were  manufacturing 
loo  much  in  their  wave  of  prosperity,  and  could  not  sell  it  all  at  home,  and 
abroad  there  was  keen  competition.  Their  stock  market  crashed.  Wall  Street's 
man  in  the  White  House,  President  Hoover,  immediately  called  together  all  the 
big  bosses  and  formed  an  executive  council  of  business  men  to  work  out  plans 
for  meeting  the  crisis — by  firing  workers,  cutting  their  wages  and  increasing 
their  hours  of  work.  Top  photo  shows  the  railroad  chiefs,  who  have  already  laid 
off  thousands  of  workers,  on  the  White  House  lawn,  after  the  conference. 

Hoover  was  not  lacking  in  allies.  Wm.  Green,  president  of  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
agreed  not  to  strike  or  ask  for  wage  increases.  He  also  said  that  public  works 
would  alleviate  unemployment. 

What  he  meant  is  shown  by  the  above  picture.  He  says  that  if  we  build  more 
battleships  more  men  will  be  employed.  But  he  does  not  say  anything  about  more 
■workers  being  killed  in  the  next  war  by  the  guns  of  these  battleships,  hi  fact, 
just  a  few  months  ago,  he  helped  launch  a  10,000-  ton  cruiser  for  tlie  imperialists, 
the  Pensacola.  The  above  picture  shows  him  shaking  hands  with  Admiral  Plunketl. 

(10)  The  Trade  Union  Unity  League,  leads  in  this  united  struggle  of  employed 
and   unemployed  and   the   Communist   Party   plays  a  leading  role. 


nil  Jill  I  Irak* 

i   1 

Hiii^^i 

(2)  Something  had  been  happening  in  the  factories  for  a 
number  of  years.  New  machines  were  introduced.  These 
worked  at  a  faster  rate,  one  machine  doing  the  work  of  a 
number  of  men.  In  the  past  eight  years  900,000  workers  have 
been  permanently  squeezed  out  by  these  machines  in  the  man- 
ufacturing industry,  800,000  from  agriculture,  300,000  from 
the  railroads.  But  more  work  was  put  out,  due  to  the  speed-up 
systems  and  "efficiency  production."  Hoover  and  Green,  of 
course,  also  said  nothing  about  the  300,000  men  out  of  work 
in  the  building  industry,  which,  according  to  them,  is  sup- 
posed to  provide  work  for  some  of  the  unemployed.  Nor  did 
they  say  anything  about  the  fact  that  in  Illinois,  where  the 
miners  are  now  on  strike,  35,000  miners  were  displaced  by 
machines,  and  200,000  throughout  the  country. 


(9)  But  why  submit  to  conditions  such  as  these?  Are  we  workers  a 
bunch  of  aitimals  to  be  driven  about? 

Unite  and  fight]  Fight  against  such  a  vicious  system  of  exploita- 
tion. In  the  Soviet  Union,  where  the  workers  have  fought  and  won, 
conditions  such  as  these  do  not  exist.  Unemployed  workers  get  wages 
from  their  union  and  from  their  state.  Tliey  pay  no  rent.  They  can- 
not be  evicted.  They  have  rest  homes  when  they  get  sick.  They  are 
admitted  to  amusements  without  cost. 

The  employed  and  unemployed  workers  must  fight  together! 
Workers  with  fobs  and  without  fobs,  of  all  races  and  nationalities, 
must  meet  in  solidarity. 

To  fight  for  the  1-hour  work-day  and  5-day  week,  so  that  there 
is  room  for  some  unemployed  workers  in  industry;  for  full  wages 
for  the  unemployed,  supplied  by  the  government  and  the  bosses  and 
administered  by  the  workers;  against  the  speed-up,  that  has  thrown 
so  many  men  out  of  work,  and  kills  those  on  the  fob;  for  no  evic- 
tions; for  recognition  of  the  Soviet  Union,  which  would  mean  more 
trade  and  more  jobs. 
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DEADLINE  TO  UNITED  STRUGGLE 


(3)  The  old  worker  is  the  first  tu  be  shoved  out  by 
the  new  machine!  and  a  slump  m  production.  He 
is  off  looking  for  a  job,  thinking  of  his  wife  ami 
,  hildrt  n  and  the  hard,  winter  coming.  He  goes  from 
job-line  to- job-line.  At  the  For./  plants,  like  tin 
pictured  below  in  Kearney,  N .  J .,  he  finds  lone, 
lines.  He  finds  the  .loots  at  the  radio  plants  are 
closed. 


miles 
teeking  for  a  job,  with 
his  last  fenny  gone,  he 
learns  thai  when  work- 
en  protest  against  condi- 
tions such  at  he  an.i 
many  other  '../.  ,  to 
In,  .'hey  at,  beati  n  an.i 
jailed.  H,  ,,-  many 
Communists  arrested  for 
laying  man}  thing* 
which  he  know,  to  b, 
true.  They  are  /. 
.;/;./  ridden  down  b)  tin 
tame  police  who  watch 
the  job-Uses  for  the 
bosses. 


on 


(  J)    After  days  of   fruitless  job-hunting,  offering  his  labor  for  almost   1 
thing   and  for  almost  an.  ■,,,,    home   knowing   that    I 

money.  He  could  save  almost  nothing  from  the  wages  he  made  while  em- 
ployed. Winter  coming,  and  starvation  staring  him  and  his  family  ttark  in 
the  face.   The  landlord  wanted  his  rent,  and  also  demanded  a  1 

And  there,  out  on  tin    street,   tat  Hi       .lie,  with  their  furniture   p,UJ   ..;   Ml 
around  her.    The}    had  been  dispones, id  by  the  landlord! 

In  New  York  City  alone,  in  the  month  of  October,  beiv.  ,,ijo( 

families  had  been  dispossessed  by  their  landlords,  because  being  unemployed 
only  partly   employed,  they  could  not  fay    their  rent,  or  bt  and/ 

demanded   an  unbelievable  rent   ma  :   of  these  families   are  Nigra 

families,  for  the  Negro  worker  is  the  most  exploited  of  workers,  getting  ih, 
lowest  fay,  being  the  first  to  be  laid  off,  being  the  last  to  gel  a  job. 

To  make  matters  worse,  the  landlords  and  the  real  estate  sharks  had 
eeeded  in  doing  away  with  the  Emergency  Rent  Laws,  which  had  made 
more  bothersome  for  them  to  raise  rent,.     Now  they  can  raise  them  as  of, 
and  as  high  as  they  choose — and  if   thi    ti  mint  does  not  pay ,  out  he  goes.  Dur 
ing  this  winter  it  is  expected  that  the  number  of  families  dispossessed  in  N. 
York  City  alone  will  mount  high  into  the  thousands. 

An  even  worse  situation  exists  in  the  numerous  company    mining,  steel 
textile  towns.  As  soon  as  a  worker  is  fired  he  loses  his  home.  As  soon  as 
dares  go  on  strike  against  this  bitter  exploitation,  he  is  evicted,  as  hafp. 
in  the  historic  Gastonia  textile  strike. 

And  yet — Hoover  who  makes  so   many  sweei  promises  to  the  unemployed 
has   just  announred   that    7  2    per  cent   of  the  national  budget  for   n, 
will  be  spent  on  past  wars  and  on  war  preparations.   Not  a  cent  for  the  1 
employed.    Instead  are   t/n\    gome,    to    tend  us   to   another  wart 


M  Then  were  days,  when  they 
worked,  when  they  believed  in 
Charity.  They  thought  it  did  some 
down-and-outer  some  good.  Hut 
they  soon  learned  that  a  bowl  of 
soup  a  day  and  a  slice  of  bread, 

only    kept    them   half   alive.    What  '^B  B^ 

about     all      these      millions      that  , '  V 

Rockefeller    and     the     other     mil-  ^^MBB^ 

liouaires  gave  to  charity?  The  pa- 
pers were  so  full  of  it.  But  then  wen  to  many  million,  oj  unemployed, 
that  it  amounted  to  nothing.  And,  besides,  it  wai  only  a  bit  of  self-ad- 
vertising for  these  bosses.  For  is  it  not  the  profits  which  they  make  out 
of  workers,  to  whom  they  pay  low  wages,  and  then  fire  right  and  left, 
that  this  money  comes  from?  What  if  the  workers  had  these  profits, 
would  there  be  need  for  them  to  go  hungry  and  without  a  home?  We 
are  fired,  and  our  bosses  give  us  a  few  pennies  a  day,  /toping  that  these 
miserable  pennies  will  buy  us  into  silence. 

And  the  bosses  give  their  money  to  the  Salvation  Army,  that  tries 
to  fill  your  empty  stomach  with  prayers.  They  put  signs  up,  like  below, 
in  their  windows.  "Let  Go  the  World;  Let  God  Come  into  Your  Heart!" 
Yes,  but  there  is  no  food  in  my  stomach' 

And  many  workers,  in  this  country  of  prosperity,  are  reduced  to  the 
state  where  they  must  sleep  on  some  newspapers  on  the  sidewalk,  not 
having  a  quarter  for  a  "flop,"  or  sleep  against  some  wall,  as  is  shown 
in  the  circle  to  the  left. 


(6)    The  old  worker  finds  that  his  young  son,  on  whose  meagre  wages  they 
had  been  able  to  get  something  to  eat,  had  also  been  fired.  So  fail., 
son   trudge   the   streets  togetlter   in  search   of  jobs,   both   finding  shat  the 
number  of  workers  applying  for  jobs  was  increasing  daily,  amonc 
being  skilled  an.i  unskilled,  old  and  young,  men  and  women 

To  get  a  cup  of  coffee  and  a  bite  of   stale  bread  they  stand  in  1. 
hours    in   the   cold,    in   front    of    soup    kitchens   and   charitable    institutions. 
They    find    that    breadlines,    like    the    one    shown   below,    are    g, 
numerous. 


(7)  l/i,ii  ihoei  .a,  worn  out.  Their 
clothes  are  torn  and  shabby.  They 
have  fawned  all  their  good  clothes 
and  whatever  they  could  sf.iie. 
With  their  good  shoes  under  their 
arms,  and  wearing  an  old,  lorn  pair, 
they  have  gone  from  one  shoe  store 
to  another  until  they  succeeded  in 
(ell ing    them 


THE   CENTRALIA   PRISONERS— Standing   (left   to   right):   Bert   Bland,   John   Lamb,   Britt 
Smith,  J  as.  Mclnnery;  kneeling  (left  to  right):  O.  C.  Bland,  Ray  Becker  and  Eugene  Barnett, 

Loren  Roberts  is  not  on  this  picture. 

Comrades  in  Exile 


By  Ella  Reeve  Bloor 

A  LMOST  ten  years  ago  I  visited  Eu- 
gene Barnett  and  Britt  Smith,  two  of 
the  Centralia  boys,  at  Montesano,  where 
they  were  waiting  to  be  transferred  to 
Walla  Walla,  Washington  State  Prison. 
The  jail  there  had  a  portable  cage,  in 
which  they  locked  us  with  a  grating  be- 
tween us.  We  could  not  see  each  other's 
eyes. 

Today,  at  Walla  Walla,  we  talked  with 
all  the  Centralia  victims,  eight  men,  some 
still  quite  young,  erect,  and  their  eyes 
shining  with  pleasure  to  have  a  visitor. 
Walla  Walla  is  so  far  from  the  main 
travelled  roads.  Very  few  can  get  to  this 
gloomy  isolated  prison. 

Lest  we  forget,  it  might  be  well  to 
remind  our  friends  that  these  eight  men 
were  arrested  for  murder  while  defending 
their  new  I.W.W.  Union  Hall  in  Cen- 
tralia from  a  vicious  attack  by  the  Amer- 
ican Legionnaires,  who  were  celebrating 
Armistice  Day  and  raided  the  hall  in  their 
usual   ruthless   fashion. 

One  of  the  union  men,  Wesley  Everest, 
was  brutally  murdered  after  being  cruelly 
mutilated.  The  union  men  shot  to  defend 
themselves  and  their  property  and  one 
Legionnaire   was  killed. 

The  captain  of  the  prison  told  the  guard 
to  bring  them  all  in  at  once — so  in  they 
filed,  smiling,  and  as  they  took  my  hand 
each  one  gave  his  name:  Britt  Smith,  Ray 
Becker,  O.  C.  Bland,  J.  Bland,  Eugene 
Barnett,    J.    Mclnnery,   John    L.imb    and 


Loren  Roberts.  At  the  time  of  his  im- 
prisonment Loren  Roberts  was  not  much 
more  than  18  years  of  age.  On  the  night 
of  the  murder  of  Wesley  Everest  the 
fiends  threw  him  in  the  cell  with  the  dead 
body  of  Wesley  Everest.  His  body  was  so 
fearfully  mutilated,  and  the  terror  of  the 
whole  event  so  impressed  this  boy  that  for 
a  long  time  it  seemed  as  if  he  would  never 
regain  his  reason.      Now  he   is  a  mature 


mm 


Ella   Reeve    (Mother)    Bloor,    on    her 
way  to  the  I.  L.  D.  Convention. 

young  man  of  28,  alert  to  all  that  goes 
on  in  the  class  war  outside  the  stone  walls. 
Every  month  they  all  look  forward  to 
the  check  from  the  I.  L.  D.  and  they 
appreciated  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  the 
large  number  of  severe  cases  now  being 
cared  for  by  the  I.  L.  D.,  they  still  re- 
member the  Centralia  hoys  regularly. 
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The  boys  all  want  more  letters.  If  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  I.  L.  D.  would  de- 
cided to  get  individual  members  to  write 
to  one  of  the  Centralia  prisoners  each 
month,  then  they  would  not  be  so  terribly 
lonely.  They  want  new  books  which 
can  be  sent  direct  from  the  publisher.  I 
feel  sure  there  are  many  friends  who  will 
be  glad  to  order  new  books  sent  directly 
to  the  prisoners  to  each  man  by  name. 

The  Centralia  victims  of  this  ten  years 
.exile  have  very  little  work  to  do,  which 
makes  for  long  weary  hours.  Eugene 
Barnett  and  one  of  the  younger  boys  work 
in  the  tailor  shop.  Loren  Roberts  had  some 
work  in  the  cannery,  but,  as  a  whole,  they 
are  idle.  Eugene  Barnett  is  never  content 
to  sit  still  a  moment  without  some  creative 
work  of  his  own.  He  has  been  m.iking 
postcards,  drawing  and  painting  them,  and 
the  prison  employees  take  them  to  town 
and  have  them  photographed. 

When  the  Soviet  Fliers  came  to  Seattle 
he  sent  them  a  set  of  his  postcards,  which 
they  received  gladly.  He  had  written  mes- 
sages on  the  back  about  their  great  achieve- 
ment, and  of  the  wonderful  progress  of 
the  Soviet  Union.  The  fliers  said  that 
they  would  take  the  cards  back  to  Moscow 
and  place  them  in  the  Revolutionary 
Museum. 

We  talked  together  of  the  fact  that 
now,  in  thirteenth  year  of  their  imprison- 
ment all  our  strength  should  be  put  for- 
ward to  set  them  free. 

We  spoke  of  the  international  demon- 
strations that  last  day  when  Sacco  and 
Vanzetti  were  about  to  die.  If  these  mass 
demonstrations  had  been  made  earlier, 
their  lives  might  have  been  saved. 

With  the  same  fate  of  20  years  facing 
our  Gastonia  victims,  the  International 
Labor  Defense  now  faces  the  great  res- 
ponsibility of  making  public  all  over  the 
world  the  startling  outrages  perpetrated 
against  the  workers  of  America. 

The  International  Labor  Defense  faces 
this  task  alone  today.  The  Centralia  Liber- 
ation Committee  has  gradually  ceased  to 
function,  mostly  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
American  federation  of  Labor  arbitrarily 
withdrew  its  delegates.  The  executive 
committee  in  liquidating  its  work,  donated 
all  funds  in  its  treasury  to  the  Centralia 
boys  and  their  families. 

The  Elmer  Smith  Centralia  Publicity 
Committee  has  resolved  its  work  into  try- 
ing to  get  mandamus  proceedings  in  the 
spring  still  "hoping"  as  their  report  in  the 
Federated  Press  stated. 

At  our  convention  in  Pittsburgh  we 
must  launch  the  biggest  international  cam- 
paign in  the  history  of  labor.  It  is  not 
enough  to  "hope."  We  must  work,  and 
work  hard,  for  the  brave  Gastonia  and 
Centralia  victims  of  capitalist  injustice. 


Blacklisting   Lumber -Jacks 


"i 


By  Charlotte  Todls, 

have    been   a   rigger    for    over    it.    years 
and    1  can  do  any  job  in  the  camp.     I 
have    been    blacklisted    in    Washington,    Oregon, 
Idaho  and  in  Montana  in  the  days  <■)   the  Wesl 
■  in  Fed  i  Miners.     Ii  got  so  bad  in  Cali- 

fornia that  it  you  kicked  on  the  feed  the  bull- 
kicker  iir  the  boss  would  rire  you.  I  saiil 
Ilii;.  grub  ain't  fit  for  pigs  to  eat'  and  I  got 
black-balled  for  that,  rhej  don't  blacklist  you 
now  the  way  tliej  used  t...  ["he)  don't  tell  you 
you  .ire  blacklisted,  thej  give  you  some  othi 
reason,  rhej  ^.i>  you  don't  do  the  work,  01 
work  tin  you,  or  they  treat  you 
so  I'  ill  that  \  "H  either  have  to  quit  or  fight.  Ami 
most  men  quit."  I  his  is  the  storj  told  In  man) 
workers  mi  the  Skid  Ko.nl  in  Seattle,  where  tin 
lumber  workers  from  tin  ,.ini]is  ami  mills  I  loin 
ill  puts  ot  the  Northwest  gather  during  periods 
ni   unemployment. 

One-hundred  thousand  workers  are  registered 
on  the  books  of  (lie  Clearing  1 1. him,  the  insidi- 
ous instrument  ot  the  Northwest  lumber  interests, 
established  to  weed  out  militants  l'rom  the  lum- 
ber camps  and  mills  ami  smash  any  attempts  at 
union  organization.  Loggers  and  sawmill  work- 
ers from  Montana,  Idaho,  California  and  the 
Middle  West,  who  seek  jobs  in  Washington  and 
Oregon,  rind  that  ill  employment  agencies  lead 
inevitably  to  the  Clearing  House.  Here  the 
lumberjack  must  tell  all  about  himself,  his  age, 
his  height,  birth,  marriage,  Ins  past  jobs,  his 
citizenship  status,  his  years  of  service  under  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  his  membership  in  a  radical 
organization;  even  tin  color  of  his  eyes  and  hair 
is  carefully  scrutinized  .nu\  noted  as  well  as 
"peculiarities  for  identification."  A  criminal 
does  not  get  more  thorough  treatment.  Then 
he  must  sign  his  name  to  a  statement  authorizing 
former  employers  or  future  employers  to  supply 
all  information  regarding  his  "character,  record, 
ability  and  reason  tor  leaving."  Some  cards 
contain  photographs  of  militants  who  have  been 
especially  active  in  organization  work  in  the 
camps  and  mills.  It"  .1  militant  worker  is  arrested, 
his  fingerprints  find  their  way  to  the  Clearing 
House  and  are  attached  to  his  card.  The  card 
of  information  is  carefully  filed  away  and  check- 
ed whenever  a  job  is  applied  for.  The  records 
of  the  Clearing  House  comprise  one  of  the  most 
formidable  weapons  for  espionage  in  industry. 

The  Clearing  House  is  run  by  the  Western 
Operators'  Association,  to  which  over  110  of 
the  most  powerful  of  the  logging  companies  ot 
the  Northwest  belong.  The  plan  operates 
throughout  the  Northwest  with  the  main  office 
111  Seattle  ami  branch  offices  in  Portland,  Cen- 
tralia,  and  Aberdeen.     Since  tin    Clearing  House 


■  ganized  in  1923,  65, UUU  men  have  passed 
through  it  yearly.  A  logger  or  sawmill  worker 
pays  from  $1  to  iS  for  a  job  in  an  employment 
agency  but  this  does  not  get  him  employment. 
lie  may  be  sent  to  the  camp  or  null  for  a  fe« 
days'  iv. ik  and  then  fired  when  the  report  comet 
from  the  Clearing  Ho  I  from 

agency     to  niig    Housi 

1 11I1    his    job    slip,    where    his    n  .  . 
and  his  slip  taken  from  him  foi  futuri    reference. 
It  he  has  a  "bad"  i  militant  I  1  ■>  ord  hi 
the    job.      In    some    inst.un 

.hi  experienced  ind  1  ipabli  worker,  In  is  warned 
■  Ins  activities  and  "given  a  chance."  In 
an  effort  to  "stabilize"  the  industry,  a  special 
dim  is  in. id.  against  the  migratory  worker  win. 
is  independent  and  leaves  the  job  at  an)  time  it 
omplaints  are  not  remedied.  It  he  is  found 
1..  be  activel)  organizing  on  tin  job,  or  propa 
gandizing  tin-  work  is,  01   it   In   expresses  his  dis- 

itisf action  b)   leaving  tin  quently,  In 

is    t  orever   barred    from    employment    111    A 

'ion   camps   tills,    unless   In-    can    "beat"    the 

blacklist. 

Iln-  employers'  espionage  system  on  the  job 
supplies  the  Clearing  House  with  a  full  record 
of  the  workers'  activities.  The  large  corpora- 
tions have  their  own  little  card  catalogue  systems 
which  carry  a  complete  record  of  everv  worker. 
In  these  plants,  a  worker  is  not  only  disqualified 
from  employment  for  his  activitv  on  the  job, 
but  also  for  any  physical  defects  or  old  age. 
The  mission  or  the  poor-house  is  the  fate  of  these 
sick  and  old  workers  who  have  given  theii 
strength  and  lives  to  the  building  of  fortunes 
for  the  lumber  barons. 

Are  the  lumber  workers  putting  up  a  fight 
against  the  blacklist!  A  lumberjack  answers: 
"Sure  they  are.  That  is  why  we  are  being  black 
listed  more  than  ever.  Many  workers  have  no 
fear  about  complaining  and  demanding  shorter 
hours,  better  wages  and  better  food.  1  he  bosses 
say,  if  there  wasn't  a  clearing  house  they  would 
have  men  going  into  the  camps  who  didn't  know 
anything  about  it  and  they  would  have  more 
iccidents.  But  that's  an  alibi  because  the)  really 
want  to  keep  out  radicals  and  organizers  and 
men  who  don't  like  conditions  the  way  thej  are." 
I  he  right  to  abolish  the  Clearing  House  and 
the  blacklist  is  one  of  the  major  planks  111  the 
program  of  the  Lumber  Workers'  Section  of  tin 
T.U. U.L.  Under  its  militant  leadership  a  pi 
tul  industrial  union  in  the  Lumber  industry  must 
be  built  through  which  the  lumbei  workers  will 
tight  to  rid  themselves  of  this  espionage  system 
which  has  brought  unemployment,  poverty  ami 
hardship  for  those  who  wish  to  change  the  con- 
ditions  of    tin     workers 


lireaking  up  a  jam  at  Rogaluia,  where  five  lumberiarki  were  murdered  by  company  gunmen   lor  or- 
ganizing a  union  in   1919.      (Top  fhoto  H\  Charlotte    Todet;   others  by  Either   Lowell.) 
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live  in  one  ol  iheie  box 


Imperialism's  Killers 
At  Work 


Photo    Tina   Modotti 
This  photo  of  Julio  Mella  was  taken  seven  hours  after  his  death. 


By  Albert  Moreau 

/^\N  the  night  of  January  10th,  L929, 
^^  Julio  Antonio  Mella,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Cuba 
and  a  leader  of  the  Anti-Imperialist  move- 
ment in  Latin-America,  was  murdered  in 
Mexico  City  by  an  agent  of  butcher  Ma- 
chado  of  Cuba  with  the  help  of  the  Mex- 
ican government.  His  last  words  on  his 
dying  bed  were:  ''The  Government  of 
Cuba  is  having  me  murdered."  We  might 
add  the  following  words  to  those  of  our 
fallen  comrade:  "American  imperialism 
is  just  as  much  responsible  for  this  cold- 
blood  assassination." 

The  regime  of  terror  and  systematic 
persecution  against  the  working  class  or- 
ganizations and  their  leaders  perpetrated 
in  Cuba  by  the  tropical  Mussolini,  Presi- 
dent Machado,  is  part  of  the  plan  of  the 
American  government  which  uncondition- 
ally defends  the  interests  of  the  sugar 
barons  and  financiers  of  Wall  Street  in 
that  enslaved  island. 

Since  Machado  was  appointed  by  Wall 
Street  with  the  consent  of  the  State  De- 
partment as  "President  of  the  Republk 
of  Cuba,"  not  a  single  week  has  passed 
without    the    proletariat    being    robbed    ot 

"in    oi    tv f   its  valiant  leaders.     Since 

the  assassination  of  Julio  A.  Mella,  Ma- 
chado's    weekh     murders    became    almost 


daily.  The  brutal  sup- 
pression of  strikes  lias 
been  followed  by  mys- 
terious disappearance  of 
militant  workers  wh>> 
dare  to  challenge  God 
Mammon  and  its  exec- 
utor. He  who  dares  to 
raise  his  voice  against 
Wall  Street  and  its  lackev 
who  so  faithfully  serves 
as  a  watchdog  for  the 
$1,500,000,000  Yankee 
investment,  is  doomed. 

The  notorious  murders 
of  workers  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  jailing  and  de- 
portation of  the  students 
who  stand  against  the 
fascist  regime.  The  Cu- 
ban proletariat  is  bleed- 
ing. With  the  consent  of 
the  U.  S.  government: 
Enrique  Verona,  leader 
of  the  sugar  workers,  was 
assassinated;  the  execu- 
tion of  Tomas  Grant,  of 
the  railroad  workers,  was 
ordered  by  Machado;  Alfredo  Lopez,  of 
the  Federation  of  Labor  of  Havana,  mur- 
dered; wholesale  massacres  of  workers  in 
the  Island  of  Pinos;  innumerable  murders 
of  the  best  working  class  fighters  in  order 
to  cripple  the  revolutionary  movement. 

The  United  States  government  repeat- 
edly sanctioned  Machado's  regime  as  a 
government  of  'order'  and  'normal  func- 
tioning'. The  recent  fake  investigation 
undertaken  by  the  Foreign  Relations  Com- 
mittee was  instigated  by  individual  million- 
aires such  as  Mr.  Barlow,  whose  interests 
collided  with  the  big  trusts  which  have  the 
supremacy  over  the  economic  and  political 
life  of  the  island.  Mr.  Borah  promised 
the  investigation  but  the  differences  were 
smoothed  out  and  now  "all  is  well"  in 
Cuba.  The  big  landowners  and  rapacious 
financiers  are  for  full  support  of  the  re- 
gime. 

Machado  has  the  sanction  of  all  enemies 
of  the  oppressed  to  continue  his  policy  of 
murders.  Santiago  Brooks,  leader  of  the 
Union  of  Railroad  Employees  of  Ninth 
Cuba,  was  cowardly  killed  for  his  strong 
protest  against  the  using  of  the  organiza- 
tion bv  Machado  in  telegrams  that  the 
latter  sent  in  the  name  of  the  working: 
class  organizations  asking  affiliation  to  the 
Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor. 


But  the  workers  and  peasants  in  Cuba 
cannot  be  put  into  submission.  During  the 
months  of  November  and  December  the 
hat  workers  of  the  firm  Mariano  Ferreo 
went  on  strike  and  the  movement  for  a 
general  boycott  was  widespread.  The 
heroic  struggles  of  the  working  men  and 
women  in  the  cigar  factory  of  La  Com- 
petidora  Gaditana  brought  about  a  clash 
between  the  strikers  and  strike-breaking 
police  forces  of  the  government.  These 
strikes  are  not  only  a  fight  of  the  workers 
against  speed-up  and  intensified  exploita- 
tion, but  also  indicate  a  widespread  strug- 
gle against  the  class  collaboration  policy  of 
the  government  being  imposed  upon  them. 
It  can  certainly  be  said  here  that  reformism 
in  the  trade  unions  is  not  at  all  popular  in 
Cuba.  The  Communist  Party  of  Cuba, 
forced  by  American  imperialism  and  the 
terrorist  government  of  Cuba  to  operate 
illegally,  has  a  strong  influence  in  the  trade 
unions. 

Machado's  assassins  operate  also  outside 
of  Cuba.  In  the  arrest  of  Sandalio  Junco 
in  Mexico  for  deportation,  is  seen  the  black 
hand  of  Machado  with  the  complicity  of 
the  reactionary  government  of  Portes  Gil. 
The  bourgeoisie  of  Mexico  is  learning  les- 
sons from  the  butcher.  And  both  Ma- 
chado and  Portes  Gil  obey  the  orders  of 
one  master — United  States  imperialism 
and  its  government.  Morrow  in  Mexico 
and  Guggenheim  in  Cuba  give  the  orders 
in  the  name  of  Wall  Street.  The  executors 
are  the  national  bourgeoisie. 

Murders,  jailings,  deportations,  cannot 
and  will  not  weaken  the  class  struggle. 
Julio  Antonio  Mella,  in  a  message  to  the 
workers  of  Cuba  and  of  Latin-America, 
said:  "To  triumph  or  to  serve  as  a  trench 
for  the  others.  Even  after  death  we  can 
be   useful." 


ESMDOS    UNlDO; 


A    cartoon  depicting   the  assassination   of  Mella 

which  appeared  in  a  Mexican  paper.    The  man 

•with   tht  knife  is  Machado. 
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A  police  attack  on  the  funeral  of  one  of  the  Hungarian  hunger  strikers  in  BuJ, 


.    Hugo   Gellert 


On  Hunger  Strike  Against  Fascism 


ON  the  21st  of  October  all  the  politi- 
cal prisoners  in  Hungarian  jails  went 
on  a  hunger  strike.  Thi.ii  number,  judg- 
ing by  the  frequent  large  scale  arrests  ot 
workers  under  the  fascist  Horthy  regime, 
is  put  at  several  hundreds,  hv  some  at  a 
thousand.  The  reasons  for  the  hunger 
strike  were  the  unsanitary  prison  condi- 
tions, frequent  beatings,  solitary  confine- 
ment, censure  of  their  reading,  which  is 
wholly  limited  to  religious  writings,  and 
had  and  insufficient  food. 

The  food — for  breakfast,  one  kind  of 
thin  soup;  for  midday  dinner,  a  portion 
of  cooked  vegetables,  or  a  portion  of  boil- 
ed paste  of  the  macaroni  type;  for  supper, 
again  this  soup;  added  to  this  one  pound 
of  a  sticky  black  substance,  the  prison 
bread,  which  is  entirely  uneatable.  On  this 
fare  they  were  expected  to  work  eleven 
hours  daily  at  hard  labor!  The  number 
of  prisoners  who  contracted  tuberculosis 
and  other  diseases  under  these  conditions 
is  appalling. 

Four  of  the  prisoners  died  during  the 
strike,  among  them  Sandor  Lowy,  an  able 
young  writer  and  a  brave  leader  of  the 
revolutionary  Hungarian  masses.  The  po- 
lice .itt.uked  the  funeral  of  Sandor  I  0WJ 
and    arrested    his    bride,    Irma    f.eu/     im! 


Rx  Hugo  Gellert 

several  others  in  the  procession.  They  are 
charged  with  Communist  conspiracy  and 
were  given  severe  heatings  at  police  head- 
quarters to  force  confessions   from   them. 

Forcible  feedings  while  in  straight  jack- 
ets were  administered  to  the  prisoners. 
Main  of  them  had  their  throats  lacerated 
and  some  of  the  deaths  occurred  during 
these  forced  feedings.  All  the  prisoners 
wen  subjected  to  floggings  several  times 
during  the  strike.  That  the  death  rati  was 
not  much  higher  imnng  them  is  nothing 
short  nf  a  mirach.  Rakossy,  Weinberger 
.\nd  Szanto,  the  most  prominent  among 
the   prisoners,   were  in   a   critical   condition. 

One  of  the  women  was  thrown  out  nf 
a  window  and  had  a  pelvis  hone  fractured. 

The  strike  included  all  nf  the  sentenced 
political  prisoners,  also  those  who  were  held 
for  investigation.     Toda\    eight}    an 
workers   and    peasants   are    I  icing    a    in  i<s 
trial  in  the  fascist  courts  of  Horthy. 

On  the  eighteenth  ol  November,  th< 
political  prisoners  accepted  food  tor  the 
first  time  in  twentv-eight  da\-.      lust  as 

the\     started    the    stiike.    SO    thev    rndu]    it. 

\s  nne   man.      The  government   pror 
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to  remedy  prison  conditii  ns.    An.. ird 
the  latest  reports,  the  condition  of   th 
litical  prisoners  remain  unchanged.    There 
is  a  possibility  of  a  renewed  hunger  strike. 

At  present  the  prisoners  are  held  incom- 
municado, not  even  their  attorneys  m 
them.  The  sister  of  Rakossy,  who  per- 
sisted in  her  efforts  to  reach  her  brother, 
was  arrested  and  brutallv  beaten  by  the 
police  in  an  attempt  to  force  her  to  di- 
vulge the  names  oi  the  i  the 
hunger  strike. 

During  the  past  months  throughout 
Hungary  main  industrial  and  agrarian 
strikes  were  quelled  at  the  punt  of  the 
bayonet.      The   restlessi 

forced  the  government  into  .,  pact  with  the 
social-democratic  "opposition"  for  th 
fective    suppression    of    tin  and 

peasants  of  that  country.   Th<  social-.: 
crats  stood   al. .  ;     ind   w  i  uld    i    I 
linger  in  aid  of  the  strikers.    Hut  the  Hun- 
garian   missis   proclaimed   their  solidarity 
with  the  hunger  st  marched 

upon  the  jails  in 
lice  and  demanded  the 
litical  \nd  for  t' 

ten  \  the  white 

■imi  nt,  "The  Inti 

i  mg  thi 
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An  Attack  on  the  Seamen 


Photo  Marine  Workers'  League 
A  group  of  militant  seamen  in  a  German  port. 
The  sign  reads,  "Seamen  of  all  countries,  unite." 


\  X /"HAT  appears  to  be  a  concerted  effort  on 

*  '  the  part  of  the  open-shop  steamship  lines 
to  smash  the  Marine  Workers'  League,  a  mili- 
tant seamen's  and  dock-workers  organization, 
found  expression  during  the  last  month  in  the 
almost  simultaneous  raids  on  the  seamen's  head- 
quarters in  New  Orleans  and  San  Pedro,  Calif. 

The  arrests  anil  re-arrests  of  Victor  Aronson, 
International  Labor  Defense  organizer  in  New 
Orleans;  William  J.  Davids,  John  Morgan  and 
Leonard  Brown,  members  of  the  Marine  Work- 
ers' League,  all  of  New  Orleans,  were  accom- 
panied by  public  statements  by  chief  of  police- 
Ray  and  American  Legionnaires  that  they  were 
determined  to  smash  these  militant  organiza- 
tions. 

The  police  in  New  Orleans,  undoubtedly  at 
the  behest  of  the  shipowners,  charged  these  sea- 
men with  sedition,  on  the  ground  of  November 
Labor  Defender  and  leaflets  confiscated  in  tin- 
raid  on  their  headquarters.  The  Labor  Defendei 
is  seditious  literature,  say  these  shipowners'  agents, 
because  it  tells  of  the  Soviet  Union,  and  has 
"gruesome"    pictures    of    the    Marion    massacres. 

The  Marine  Workers  League,  a  fighting  in- 
dustrial union,  takes  in  all  workers  in  the  ma- 
rine industry,  regardless  of  race,  creed  or  color. 
One  of  those  arrested  in  New  Orleans  was  a 
Negro  seaman,  showing  again  that  the  shipown- 
ers are  interested  in  dividing  the  Negro  and 
white  workers. 


MUHM 

M  [LWAUKl  I 
A  subdistrict  organization  has  been  established 
with  headquarters  in  Milwaukee.  The  sub- 
district,  which  is  part  of  the  Chicago  district, 
includes  the  following  centers:  Milwaukee,  Ra- 
cine, Kenosha,  Madison.  Julia  Shulner  is  the 
organizer,  and  the  subdistrict  office  is  at  302  W. 
Water  Street,  Milwaukee,  Wise.  The  subdistrict 
is  determined  to  get  1 ,000  new  members  and  five 
thousand  dollars  by  January  15. 

Wilmington 
Good  news  comes  from  Wilmington.  The 
I.L.D.  branch  was  just  reorganized  and  new  of- 
ficers elected,  with  John  A.  Griffin,  a  Negro  com- 
rade, as  secretary.  The  branch  ordered  3,000 
leaflets  "What  Is  the  I.L.D  "  for  its  member- 
ship  drive    in    Delaware. 

Buffalo 
Comrade  Sara  Wand,  organizer  of  Buffalo 
District,  writes:  "During  the  last  two  months 
we  have  organized  a  Sacco-Vanzetti  branch  with 
I  1  members  in  Buffalo.  Rochester  organized  a 
Bill  Haywood  branch.  Two  branches  were  or- 
ganized in  Syracuse.  Six  new  members  joined 
in  Schenectady  and  the  Tom  Mooney  branch  in 
Buffalo  is  being  reorganized  and  strengthened. 
A  series  of  Sub-District  Conferences  will  be  held 
and  at  least  1  5  delegates  will  be  sent  from  our 
district  to  tli--  National  Convention." 

Washington 

Mother  Blooi  reports:  "On  Thursday  evening 
I  organized  a  OOOD  I.  L.  D.  local  at  Everett, 
Washington,  of  lumbermen]  fishermen,  and  farm- 
ers. We  named  it  the  'Verona'  branch  after  the 
ship  where  five  men  were  killed  in  the  Everett 
struggle." 

MlNNESOT  \ 

Definite  steps  are  being  taken  to  organize  a 
District  in  Minnesota  and  a  district  conference 
is  t.i  be  held    for  this  purpose.      The  district  will 


also    include   part    of    Wisconsin    and    Michigan. 
Clem  Forsen  is  in  charge  of  this  new  district. 
Philadelphia 

West  Philadelphia  branch,  which  has  not  been 
functioning  well  for  some  time,  is  now  well  on 
the  go  again  and  has  just  obtained  12  new  mem- 
bers. Six  new  members  joined  the  Greek  branch 
and  new  officers  were  elected.  Philadelphia  Dis- 
trict has  arranged  for  a  competition  among  the 
branches  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  which  of  the 
branches  will  show  the  best  results.  So  far, 
Washington  reports  that  it  expects  to  get  20  new 
members  in  no  time,  and  is  challenging  Balti- 
more to  do  better. 

New  Affiliation 

The  Finnish  Workers'  Club  of  Toivola,  Mich., 
has  affiliated  to  the  I.L.D.  Efforts  are  also  be- 
ing made  to  form  a  regular  I.L.D.  branch  in 
that   city. 

Detroit 

Arnold  Ziegler,  Detroit  District  Organizer, 
reports  that  a  Greek  branch  with  30  members 
was  just  organized.  The  branch  was  named 
"The  Louis  Tikos  Branch"  after  a  Greek  worker 
who  was  killed  in  the  miners'  strike  in  Colorado 
in  1917.  Tie  also  reports  that  the  Ukrainian 
Club  No.  IS,  with  50  members,  has  decided  to 
affiliate  on   a  collective  basis. 

With  the  Languagi    Sections 

Louis  Candella  was  appointed  secretary  of  tin- 
Italian  section  of  the  I.L.D.  located  at  the  Na- 
tional Office,   80   E.    11th   St.,  Room   4-02,   N.  Y. 

Luis  Martinez  is  in  charge  of  the  Spanish  sec- 
tion of  the  I.L.D.  recently  established.  All  com- 
munications pertaining  to  work  among  the  Span- 
ish speakt'ne  workers,  should  be  addressed  to  the 
National  Office.  The  leaflet  "What  Is  the  I.L.D.' 
What  It  Means  to  the  Workers  and  Why  You 
Should  Join  It"  is  being  translated  into  the 
Spanish  Language  and  will  soon  be  readv  for 
distribution. 
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The  Marine  Workers  are  opposed  to  the  sell- 
out policy  of  Andy  Furyseth  and  the  officialdom 
of  the  Independent  Seamen's  Union.  Their  re- 
cent West  Coast  Conference  was  a  great  success 
and  they  have  already  opened  three  headquarters 
on  the  west  coast.  The  Gulf  Coast  Conference, 
for  which  the  seamen  in  New  Orleans  were  mak- 
ing preparations  when  arrested,  will  take  place 
January   18  and    19  at  New  Orleans. 

More  organizers  have  been  dispatched  to  New 
Orleans,  and  the  International  Labor  Defense 
will  support  every  effort  of  .the  Marine  Work- 
ers to  organize  into  their  militant  industrial 
union. 


ORGANIZING  MASS 
MEETINGS 

By  A.  Jaki'ra 

WE  are  holding  many  mass  meetings 
throughout  the  country  with  prominent 
local  and  national  speakers.  The  local  commit- 
tee in  charge  of  the  meeting  must,  naturally,  use 
its  own  initiative  in  making  the  arrangements. 
The  suggestions  given  here  may  be  of  some  help. 

As  a  rule  "a  one  man  affair"  is  what,  we  call, 
a  flop.  The  arrangements  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  a  live,  enthusiastic  committee  capable  of  get- 
ting the  entire  organization  to  help  in  the  ar- 
rangements. 

Proper  advertising  is  essential  to  the  success 
of  the  meeting.  The  methods  of  advertising 
should  be  worked  out  by  the  committee  in 
charge  in  accordance  with  the  local  conditions. 
Leaflets,  posters,  selling  of  admission  tickets  in 
advance,  house  to  house  canvassing,  notices  in 
the  local  newspapers,  are  some  of  the  methods 
to  be  used.  But  the  most  effective  method,  which 
our  organizations  unfortunately  have  not  yet 
learned  to  use,  is  reaching  the  workers  in  the 
shops,  factories,  mines  and  mills.  Trade  unions 
and  other  workers'  organizations  should  be  can- 
vassed and  their  membership  urged  to  attend. 
Special  efforts  should  be  made  to  reach  the  Ne- 
gro masses,  as  this  is  being  much  neglected  in 
many  cases. 

The  hall  should  be  properly  decorated  with 
suitable  placards,  banners  or  posters.  Labor  De- 
fenders, and  working  class  literature  should  be 
ordered   in   advance  and  sold   at  the  meeting. 

A  good  chairman  is  one  who  himself  speaks 
little,  so  that  the  speakers  would  have  more 
time.  Arrangements  should  be  made  for  one 
of  the  speakers  or  for  the  chairman  to  make  an 
appeal  for  membership  and  for  subscriptions  to 
the  Labor  Defender — these  appeals  to  be  made 
one  at  a  time.  Committees,  previously  organ- 
ized, should  pass  around  application  cards  and 
subscription  blanks  immediately  after  the  speaker 
has  finished  his  appeal. 

As  a  rule,  a  strong  appeal  for  .i  collection 
should  be  made  not  only  to  help  cover  the  ex- 
penses of  the  meeting,  but  to  help  build  the 
organization  and  to  cany  on  the  defense  work- 
generally.  The  chairman,  with  the  assistance 
of  a  good  floor  committee,  should  take  care  that 
the  appeals  and  announcements  do  not  break  up 
the  meeting.  Where  the  main  speaker  is  to  make 
the  collection  appeal  he  should  do  it  in  the  mid- 
dle of  his  speech,  and  not  leave  it  to  the  very 
end  when  the  audience  begins  to  leave  the  hall. 

After  the  meeting  a  report  should  be  sent  to 
the  National  office  for  its  information  and  for 
use  in  the  press,  and  a  statement  issued  for  the 
local  press. 


Building  Skyscrapers 

B\  Workkr-I'hotographer  C.  Frothe 

A  construction  worker  hanging  on  a  cable  800  feet  aboi  > 
on  the  new  Chrysler  BuilJing  in  Sew    York  (.. 
be  even  taller  than  tht  *>  Building — at  tin   cost 

and   maimed. 

top  a  I 
■ 
ers    were    killed    in    mdii 

■   of   ilirm 


THE  Labor  DEFENDER  enters  upon  its  fifth 
year.  Its  first  number,  January  1926,  was 
printed  in  about  8,000  copies.  The  high  mark 
in  1929  was  reached  with  the  November  number 
which  sold  30,000  copies.  That  shows  growth. 
But  not  sufficient,  As  the  official  organ  of  the 
International  Labor  Defense  and  the  outstanding 
labor  pictorial  in  America,  the  goal  of   lon,noo 

copies    per    month    sold    should    not    be    far    off. 

I  In  achievement  of  this  goal  depends  directly 
upon  the  present  members  of  the  I.  L.  D.,  how 
well  and  how  far  thej  can  broaden  their  activi- 
ties in  defense  of  the  class-war  fighters  and  pris- 
oners. 

As  it  enters  its  fifth  year,  the  Labor  Defend- 
ir  rinds  itself  declared  "seditious  literature"  in 
New  Orleans,  because  it  told  so  powerfully  about 
the  Soviet  Union  in  its  November  issue.  Four 
comrade  seamen  are  arrested  and  go  on  trial  for 
sedition  in  New  Orleans,  for  carrying  on  such 
effective  work  in  spreading  the  LABOR  DEFEND- 
ER  in   that  port. 

Comrades,  are  we  going  to  allow  this  to  go 
by  unchallenged?  Are  we  not  going  to  triple 
our  efforts  to  build  the  I.\bor  Defender?  One 
of  the  ways  of  defending  our  comrades  in  New 
Orleans  as  well  is  all  our  other  class  lighten, 
is  by   building   our   mass  defense  organ 


The  goal  wc  have  set  in  our  special  prole- 
tarian competitive  drive  is  only  50,000  readers 
by  March  18,  1930,  25,000  of  whom  are  to  be 
subscribers.  That  should  not  be  a  difficult  task. 
How  easy  it  is  to  obtain  subscriptions,  even  with 
the  slightest  effort,  is  shown  in  a  letter  from 
Raymond  Bascom,  Labor  Defender  agent  for 
the  Michigan  district.     He  writes 

"The  sub  campaign  is  beginning  to  take  ever 
me  by  surprise.  In  one  evening  and  the  next 
day  sixteen  subs  rolled  into  this  office."  And 
then  at  the  end  of  the  letter  he  writes  "Subs 
are  rolling  in  fast  now,  seven  ol  them  une  in 
before  this  letter  was  finished." 

"Tell  the  other  districts  to  give  us  some  com- 
petition, since  we  need  the  spur  o)  Socialist  rival- 
.veil  OS  anyone   else." 

The  Tom  Mooney  Branch  oi  Detroit,  leads  all 
I.  L.  D.  branches  throughout  the  country,  with 
25  subs  to  its  credit  up  to  December  10.  K«* 
mansky  of  the  Tom  Moone]  Branch  leads  tin- 
country  with  13  subs  to  his  credit  up  to  Decem- 
ber 10. 

Among  the  others  who  are  doing  good  work 
are:  Gosman,  Xedes  and  Grosberg,  of  Detroit; 
N.  Glass   of    Youngstown,   Ohio,    YV     Walter,   of 

Canton,   Ohio;   Jennie    Fornan,  of    Wilmington, 
Del.,    in.l  Esther  Decovney,  of  Philadelphia. 
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■  'us  worker   is   doomu 
"0-foot  plunge.      These  photos 
worker    on    the    Chrysler    But. 
Photos  were  also   receked    Iro—. 
from  Horace  RiggS,  but  too  la:, 
they  !  l>o  not  hesitate  to  sen. 

photos   prompti. 


Voices  ^  Prison 


* 


An  illegal  paper  issued  by  l/ie  political  prisoners 
in   a   jail    in    Upper   Silesia,    Poland 

From    an    Ex-Soldier 

Alcatraz,   Calif. 

Please  accept  this  letter  .is  an  acknowledgement 
that  I  am  receiving  my  supplies. 

My  silence  by  no  means  should  be  a  sign  of 
my  breaking  clown  in  spirit,  for  that  can  never 
happen.  I  am  determined  to  carry  thru  to  the 
end.  This  sentence  has  not  suppressed  my  fight- 
ing spirit,  but  instead  has  made  me  a  better 
fighter.  In  a  short  time  I  will  be  free  to  fight 
shoulder  to  shoulder  with  my  comrades  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  toiling  masses. 

My  best  regards  and  class  greetings  to  the  mil- 
itant fighters  in  Gastonia  and  to  all  the  workers. 
Excuse  the  brevity  of  this  letter  and  the  lack 
of  spirit,  for  I  want  to  insure  the  safety  of  its 
deliverance.     I  know  that  you  will  understand. 

Ti>hn    Porter. 
■ 
Look inc  to  Tomorrow 

San  Quentin,  Calif. 

Wishing  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received 
word  that  mother  received  the  check  that  was 
mailed  to  her.  She  wishes  to  send  her  sincere 
thanks  to  all  the  dear  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
I.  L.  D. 

Mother  is  still  confined  in  the  hospital  and 
will  be  for  many  more  months.  She  has  just 
this  last  week  been  operated  on,  for  her  eyes  have 
been  failing  her  badly.  With  her  eyes  failing 
her  and  her  broken  hip  I  can  see  that  she  i<  in  a 
pretty  bad  fix  for  one  as  old  as  she  is  now 

I  rything  iw  re  is  as  it  was  yesterday.  None 
ot  us  seem  to  be  interested  in  wh.it  took  place 
yesterday,  but  are  all  waiting  to  see  what  is  to 
take  place  tomorrow.  We  have  hopes  and  we 
-till  can  think  of  many  things  that  are  sure  to 
come  tomorrow.  One  of  those  things  arc  sure  to 
ind  still  more  and  more. 

John    |.   Cornelison 


Moundsville,  W.  Va. 

I  am  taking  this  opportunity  to  express  my 
thanks  to  my  fellow- workers  for  the  check  just 
received,  also  for  their  good  work  in  regard  to 
the  Gastonia  workers. 

I  am  hopeful,  dear  fellow-workers,  that  you 
will  be  successful  in  getting  50,000  new  mem- 
bers and  only  wish  that  I  could  be  of  some 
benefit   in  this  membership  drive. 

LAWRENCE  ALLEN. 
■ 
ON   THE   LABOR   DEFENDER 

Comstock,  N.  Y. 

I  have  today  received  this  month's  issue  (De- 
cember) of  the  Labor  Defender,  and  I  must 
say  that  if  it  is  going  to  be  as  good  as  this 
in  the  future,  no  one  will  be  able  to  keep  the 
circulation  down  below  the  50,000  mark  in  the 
next  few  months  of  the  drive.  But  I  disagree 
with  you  on  the  limit.  Instead  of  50,000  it 
should    be    100,000. 


I  am  also  glad  to  hear  that  F.  Beal  and  the 
others  are  out.  And  I  want  you  to  convey  my 
best  comradely  regards  to  them  and  tell  them 
for  me  that  while  they  are  out  they  should 
try  their  best  in  bringing  the  mass  to  the  I.  L.  D. 
ranks  and  make  it  an  organization  as  solid  as 
the    iron    bars   are   here    in    prison. 

M.  L.  MALKIN. 


ADOPT    A    PRISONER 

■III  branches  of  the  l.L.D.  have  been  asked 
to  adopt  one  of  our  class-war  prisoners  and 
contribute  regularly  to  the  pledge  fund  for 
prisoners  and  dependents'  relief. 

Along  with  this  they  should  also  enter 
into  a  regular  correspondence  ivith  our  com- 
rades in  jail,  to  help  brighten  their  cells  and 
keep  them  informed  of  <what  the  labor  move- 
ment  is  doing. 

Branches  are  urged  to  act  immediate/ \ . 


A  VISIT  TO  TOM  MOONEY  IN  SAN  QUENTIN 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
of  men.  Detectives,   paid  by  the  bosses,   were   .il- 
ways  at  his  heels. 

On  July  20,  1916,  the  nationalist  bands  dem- 
onstrated in  a  great  parade  for  the  entry  of 
the  United  States  into  the  war.  A  bomb  ex- 
ploded on  Market  and  Stewart  Streets.  Ten 
people  were  killed. 

McDonald    reported    a     few     days    after    the 


prison. 

Six   years   ago   a    man   named   Smith   swore   on 
his  death  bed  that  he  had  thrown  the  bomb,  that 
Mooney    and    Billings    had    nothing    whatsoever 
to    do    with    the    bombing.      Tom    Mooney    re 
uiained   in  prison. 

As  he  shook  my  hand,  I  thought:  "There  is  a 
tine   fellow." 

"What    do    vou    demand    of    me?"    he    said. 


bombing    that   he   had    seen    Tom    Mooney    near       "Shall   I  prove  that  another  had  done  the  bomb- 


the  place.  When  Mooney  learned  that  he  was 
suspected  of  having  thrown  the  bomb,  he  was 
not  in  San  Francisco.  He  immediately  went 
there  and  reported  to  the  police.  Tom  Moonev 
was  arrested  and  sentenced  to  life  imprisonment 
in  a  farce  trial.  His  proof  of  innocence  was  to 
no  avail.  The  witnesses  for  the  defense  were 
discredited  by  the  prosecuting  attorney,  and  even 
press  photos  which  showed  Tom  Mooney  on  the 
balcony  of  a  house  far  away  from  the  scene 
of  the  bombing  did  not  help.     He  was  sentenced. 

A  short  time  after  the  trial,  on  enlarging 
the  photo,  a  street  clock  was  discovered  on  it 
with  its  hands  pointing  to  1  :58  o'clock,  and  it 
was  proven  that  it  was  impossible  for  Mooney 
to  have  thrown  the  bomb,  since  it  was  out  of 
the  question  that  he  could  have  run  from  the 
house  where  he  was  to  the  scene  of  bombing  in 
six  minutes.  This  reliable  evidence  was  also 
to   no   avail. 

In  America  there  began  a  movement  to  re- 
lease Mooney.  Committees  were  formed.  Pro- 
gressive and  radical  papers  fought  for  him, 
and  when  documents  were  found  from  which 
it  was  proven  that  the  state  witness  McDonald 
had  been  bought  and  had  perjured  himself,  the 
judge  and  a  few  jurymen,  who  had  sentenced 
him,  declared  that  they  no  longer  believed  him 
guilty.  But  Tom  Mooney  remained  in  prison, 
and  with  him  the  socialist  Billings,  who  was 
just  as  innocent  as  he. 

Ever  louder  grew  the  call  for  justice.  His 
own  judge,  Franklin  A.  Griffin,  spoke  at  large 
meetings  and  demanded  that  the  governor  of 
i  ilifornia  set  him  free.  Three  governors  fol- 
lowed  each    othei        I Mooney    remained    in 

IS 


ing  and  not  I?  Is  it  my  duty  to  prove  who  the 
bomber  is:  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that.  Now 
they  take  this  confession  of  a  dead  man,  which 
has  been  known  for  the  last  six  years,  and  want 
to  investigate  it  and  see  if  it  is  true.  Years 
can  pass  doing  that.  I  do  not  demand  any 
more  than  that  they  investigate  to  see  if  the 
trial  by  which  I  was  sentenced  to  a  life  term, 
was  carried  out  according  to  justice  and  law, 
if  the  documents  which  I  had  presentea  ss  proof 
of  my  innocence,  lied.  If  the  governor  comes 
to  a  negative  decision,  and  he  must  come  to  a 
negative  decision,  his  duty  is  to  set  me  free. 
At  least  a  new  trial  is  due  me.  The  course, 
however,  is  closed  by  American  law.  To  ask 
for  mercy,  which  would  uphold  the  fiction  of 
my  guilt,  I  refuse  to  do.  I  have  been  in  prison 
for  thirteen  years,  and  if  I  must  remain  here 
that  many  years  more  I  will  not  cease  to  demand 
my  right." 

I  told  Mooney  that  his  and  Billing's  case 
were  also  known  in  Germany;  that  there,  too, 
the  scandal  of  their  imprisonment  is  pointed  out. 

"Greet  all  the  comrades  in  Germany."  I 
thanked   him. 

"What  do  you  do  here?" 

"I   must  peel   potatoes." 

"I  have  also  visited  Russian  prisons,"  I  told 
him.  "There  the  prisoners  may  visit  their  fam- 
ilies  once  a   year." 

"Listen  to  that,  will  you:"  Mooney  called 
to  the  guard.  "That's  the  way  it  is  in  barbaric 
Russia.  Would  you  not  like  to  have  it  the 
same  here?" 

The  guard  murmured  a    low    denying   words 

We   took   our   leave. 


ON  TO  THE  FIFTH  YEAR! 

Gaining  ground  as  the  onlj  labor  pictorial  in  America  devoted  to  the  release 

of  all  class  war  prisoners  and,  as  the  official  organ  of  the  In  1 i  rn.vi  ionai. 
Labor  Defense,  in  the  forefront  of  the  struggles  of  militant  labor. 
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Some  of  our  best  fighters — all  in  class  war  tn.ih.  First  row   (left  to  right)  Wm.  McGinnis,  Stefhan  Graham,  Yttta  Stromi 
lin.   ba<k  row  (left  to  right)    George  Carter,  K.    Y.  Hendryx,   Fre.l  Real  an./  Wm.  Shifrin 

THE  I.L.D.  AFTER  FOUR  YEARS 


THE  Fourth  National  Convention  of 
the  Internationa]  Labor  Defense,  held 
at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Dec.  29-31,  1929, 
built  the  lasting  foundation  of  a  powerful 
mass  defense  organization  of  the  work- 
ing class.  The  big  task  of  winning  the 
masses  for  membership  in  and  support  of 
the  I.L.D.  now  lies  immediately  ahead. 

The  Pittsburgh  Convention  marked  a 
sharp  break  with  practically  all  of  the  past 
traditions  of  the  I.L.D.  It  faced  defin- 
itely and  clearly  the  many  problems  aris- 
ing out  of  the  present  period  of  growing 
class  struggles,  in  which  the  increasing 
radicalization  of  the  oppressed  masses  is 
being  met  with  new  and  desperate  resist- 
ance by  the  employing  class.  This  has  been 
emphasized  more  than  ever  since  the  con- 
vention adjourned. 

The  I.L.D.  had  been  in  existence  more 
than  four  years  when  the  delegates  gather- 
ed in  the  Labor  Lyceum  at  Pittsburgh 
during  the  closing  days  of  1929.  It  is  in- 
conceivable that  it  should  have  taken  those 
years,  with  the  previous  many  years  of 
experience   in   defense   work,   to   develop 

correct  policies. 

For   the    first    time,    however,    at    Pitts- 


By  J.  Louis   Engdahi 

burgh,  the  question  of  organizing  the  I.L. 
D.  in  the  shops  and  factories,  the  mills  and 
mines,  was  definitely  discussed  and  fav- 
ored unanimously,  where  it  had  not  even 
hnen  mentioned  in  previous  conventions. 

For  the  first  time  the  social  composition 
nf  an  I.L.D.  convention,  with  heavj  repre- 
sentations of  coal  miners  and  steel  work- 
ers, provided  the  basis  for  n  really  prole- 
tarian gathering. 

For  the  first  time  the  support  of  labor's 
self-defense      struggles      was      definitely 

placed    before    an    I.L.D.    Convention.       It 

me  an  outstanding  slogan,  enerj 
ally  ami  unanimously  supported,  at  Pitts- 
burgh. It  will  be  a  major  issue  in  all  class 
struggles  ahead,  Self-Defense,  that  took 
the  field  against  the  Manville- Jenckes  mob 
at  Gastonia,  that  was  raised  in  the  Accorsi 
case,  that  is  being  put  to  the  front  in  the 
Shifrin  case  in  New  York  Citv,  was  not 
on  the  agenda  of  the  first  three  conven- 
tions of  the  I.L.D.  It  has  a  definite  place 
there  now. 

For  the  first  time  <  serious  effort  was 
made,    ami    in    pan    achieved,    tow  .ml    ap- 


proaching an  adequate  representation  of 
■  workers  and  farmers.  There  wen 
30  Negro  delegates  present,  from  manv 
industries  in  various  sections  nf  the  coun- 
try, and  including  two  women. 

For  the  first  time  an  I.L.D.  convention 
met  outside  the  two  recognized  cent; 
such  gatherings — New  York  City  and 
cago.      This  was  in   itself  an   approach   to 
the  workers  in   the   basic   industj 
dally    in    Pittsburgh,    where    the    working 

has  faced  the  heaviest  atta 
the  Woodlawn  Sedition   i    -i,  results 
three  workers  now  sen 
sentences;  the  etfort  to  railroad  Salvaton 
Accorsi  to  the  electric   chair;   the  Tapob- 
canyi  deportation  case,  th.    i  ft". •! : 
the   citizenship  of   this    Hungarian    w 
and  semi  him  hack  t"  certain  death  at  tin 
hands    of    the    hl.x.dv     H.-ithv     I 
Hung. u  v . 

For  the  first  I  .'res- 

ent  representing  th  South, 

not    only    in   the   textile,    hut    also   in    other 
industries,  ami  including    \ 
tabon.     For  ti  N 

had    Come    OUt    of    tli.     Si     th    to      ttend    x 
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class  struggle  gathering  of  work- 
ers in  the  North. 

The  glaring  shortcomings  of  the 
I.L.D.  in  all  these  phases  of  its 
past  work  were  so  apparent  to  all 
of  the  delegates  at  Pittsburgh  that 
little  hesitancy  developed  against 
the  effort  to  overcome  them. 

For  the  first  time  an  I.L.D. 
Convention  carefully  considered 
a  definite  statement  on  the  situa- 
tion facing  the  working  class  in 
the  period  in  which  it  was  meet- 
ing, and  took  up  seriously  its  prob- 
lems and  tasks  growing  out  of  the 
present  phase  of  struggle.  The 
PvHsburgh  Convention,  therefore, 
gave  full  recognition  to  the  rapid- 
ly growing  economic  crisis;  the 
increasing  rationalization  with  its 
vicious  attacks  on  the  living  stan- 
dards of  the  workers;  the  mount- 
ing mass  unemployment,  bringing 
hunger  and  misery  in  its  wake;  the 
social  fascist  role  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  and  the 
Socialist  Party,  and  other  bearers 
of  social  reformism,  the  struggle 
against  the  war  danger  with  the 
growing  need  for  developing  the 
movement  for  defense  of  the 
Soviet  Union. 

This  was,  therefore,  another 
sharp  turn   from  previous  wrong 

policies  that   failed  to  place  the  struggles     defense  movement  of  the  native  as  well  as 
of  the  I.  L.  D.  correctly  and  thus  mili-     the  foreign-born,  of  the  Negroes  as  well 


One  of  the  many  arrests  at  the  demonstration  against   Yankee  im- 
perialism   in    Haiti    and    other    places,    held    in    New    York    City 


tated  against  the  building  of  a  mass  or- 
ganization. 

The  Pittsburgh  Convention  faced  the 
fact  that  the  I.L.D.  had  handled  nearly 
6,000  arrests  within  the  recent  period,  in- 
cluding the  fight  for  the  lives  of  the  16 
originally  threatened  with  death  in  the 
electric  chair  in  North  Carolina  as  well  as 
the  thousands  of  workers  arrested  and 
subjected  to  the  worst  treatment  follow- 
ing charges  based  on  the  most  elemental 
of  working  class  activities.  Thus  out  of 
the  5,905  actual  arrests,  there  were  435 
for  distributing  literature,  270  jailed  dur- 
ing demonstrations,  96  facing  deportation 
charges,  4,316  involved  in  strike  activities, 
210  for  protesting  against  the  Gastonia 
persecution  and  sentences,  91  under  attack 
through  sedition  and  criminal  syndicalism 
laws,  with  130  confronted  with  miscel- 
laneous charges,  including  everything  from 
libel  to  disrespect  for  the  American  flag. 
These  statistics  alone  revealed  the  vicious 
onslaught  of  the  ruling  class  against  the 
slightest  protest  of  the  workers. 

This  period  of  growing  acute  class  bat- 
tles demands  an  immediate  turning  in  the 
methods  of  struggle,  the  organizational 
forms  and  the  whole  approach  of 
the  I.L.D.  to  the  American  working  class, 
so  that  it  will  rapidly  become  a  broad  mass 


as  the  white  workers. 

The  Pittsburgh  Convention  became  the 
mobilization  center  for  "Gastonia!",  for 
resistance  to  the  attacks  on  the  workers  in 
the  South;  for  "Southern  Illinois!",  for 
support  of  the  organization  drive  of  the 
coal  miners;  for  struggle  against  Yankee 
imperialism  in  Latin  American  countries 
(Mexico,  Cuba,  Haiti,  Colombia) ;  for 
closer  contact  with  oppressed  labor  in  all 
lands.  The  fact  that  the  I.L.D.  is  part 
of  a  world  organization,  battling  in  de- 
fense of  the  workers  in  all  countries, 
flamed  bigger  than  ever  before  at  Pitts- 
burgh. Progress  was  being  made  on  the 
road  to  the  internationalization  of  the 
I.L.D. 

The  basis  was  laid  at  Pittsburgh  not 
only  of  connecting  the  daily  struggles  of 
the  workers  with  the  greater  battles  of 
"Gastonia!"  and  "Southern  Illinois!",  but 
also  linking  them  with  the  developing  ac- 
tions along  the  advancing  world-wide  front 
of  labor. 

It  is  necessary  for  American  workers  to 
understand  the  persecutions  in  Japan  and 
India,  in  Africa  and  China,  in  the  Baltic 
and  Balkan  countries,  as  they  struggle 
against  the  employers  at  home,  to  organize 
the  unorganized,  to  build  class  struggle  in- 
dustrial   unions,   to   fight   back   the   whole 


series  of  persecutions  developed  as, 
for  instance,  under  the  criminal 
syndicalist  laws  in  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Illinois,  Michigan  and  Cali- 
fornia, especially  in  the  coal  and 
steel  industries;  efforts  to  main- 
tain and  incite  race  prejudice  of 
white  workers  against  Negro 
workers,  through  arrests  and 
smashing  of  joint  meetings  of  both 
races  (Norfolk,  Virginia;  Har- 
lem, New  York;  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  etc.,  etc.,)  through 
lynching  and  segregation  in  all 
their  various  forms,  Tapolscanyi; 
Woodlawn ;  Accorsi,  plans  to  rush 
Shifrin  and  the  Mjneola  defen- 
dants to  trial  in  New  York  City, 
the  eager  use  by  the  Chicago  po- 
lice of  an  admitted  spy  to  frame 
up  leading  members  of  the  Com- 
munist Party  on  extreme  charges; 
the  wholesale  arrests  in  Chicago 
as  part  of  the  strike-breaking  gov- 
ernment's campaign  to  outlaw  the 
Communist  Party  in  this  important 
industrial  center;  in  the  murder  of 
Ellg  May  and  the  Marion  strike 
ma/tyrs,  in  the  new  attempts  to 
gag  the  Southern  I.L.D.  organ- 
izer, Cliff  Saylors,  with  charges  of 
murder  and  perjury;  with  the  re- 
peated police  mobilizations  against 
all  working  class  demonstrations. 
The  long-delayed  recognition  of  the  fact 
that  it  must  wage  unrelenting  struggle 
against  lynching,  that  it  must  take  up  seri- 
ously the  fight  against  race  discrimination, 
broke  with  full  force  upon  the  Pittsburgh 
Convention. 

It  was  dramatized  by  the  effective  dem- 
onstration against  the  Monongahela  Hotel, 
that  had  refused  to  house  Negro  as  well  as 
white  delegates. 

The  Negro  delegates  entered  into 
the  convention  debates  with  enthusiasm, 
helping  to  solve  its  problems.  The  South- 
ern white  delegates  declared,  "This  is  the 
first  time  we  have  ever  heard  a  Negro  wo- 
man make  a  speech." 

Underestimation  of  Negro  work  — 
white  chauvinism  in  the  ranks  of  the  I.L. 
D. — became  definitely  labelled  as  "Can- 
nonism"  at  the  Pittsburgh  convention.  The 
necessity  was  stressed  for  energetic  strug- 
gle against  all  the  enemies  of  the  class 
struggle  policies  of  the  I.L.D.  It  was  de- 
clared that  no  honest  worker  can  support 
the  views  hostile  to  labor  of  Cannon  and 
Lovestone. 

The  International  Labor  Defense  is  the 
sole  defense  organization  of  the  working 
class.  Basing  itself  correctly  upon  and 
carrying  out  the  policies  adopted  at  the  now 
historic  Pittsburgh  Convention  the  I.L.D. 
will  become  a  powerful  protecting  shield 
for  the  working  class  in  all  its  struggles. 
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fllilffiESKS 


The  demonstration   in  front   of  the   Mexican   embassy   in   Washington,   D.C.      Three  were  arrested  after  being  beaten  by  police.     Insert  is  Sandalio 
lunco,  Cuban  labor  leader,  shown  while  speaking  at  the  Montivedeo,  Uruguay,  Latin  American  Trade  Union  Congress,  last  August.     He  was  arrested, 

tortured  and  deported  from   Mexico. 


THE  recent  events  in  Mexico  show 
clearly  that  the  Mexican  government 
is  headed  with  full  speed  towards  the  re- 
action characteristic  of  its  position  as  a 
colony  of  the  United  States,  rapidly  push- 
ed forward  in  this  direction  by  the  so- 
called  "revolutionary  family"  of  Calles. 
The  homes  of  militant  workers  and 
working  class  revolutionary  leaders  have 
been  broken  into  by  the  military  forces  of 
Mexico  City.  The  youthful  members  of 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  Young 
Communist  League  have  been  arrested 
and  deported  to  the  Maria  Islands,  emu- 
lating the  fascist  methods  used  two  years 
ago  by  President  Ibanez  of  Chile.  The 
leaders  of  the  Unitarian  Trade  Union 
Confederation  of  Mexico  have  been 
threatened  with  death  (Siquelros,  Campa, 
Lafarga,  Vadillo,  etc.)  and  those  of  for- 
eign nationality  have  been  deported.  Lead- 
ing Communists  face  death. 

The  program  of  persecutions  practiced 
by  Portes  Gil  follows  the  plan  made  by 
Calles,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  continued 
by  President-elect  Ortiz  Rubio.  The  dec- 
laration made  to  the  Mexican  press  by 
Ortiz  Rubio  shows  clearly  that  the  main 
object  of  his  policy  is  to  demonstrate  to 
the  United  States  ruling  class  that  it  is 
possible  to  bring  about  the  pacification  oi 
the  country;  that  the  phantom  of  Com- 
munism does  not  play  any  important  part 
in  the  country;  that  the  present  and  future 


By  Jorge  Paz 


The    Mexican    worker,    Esteban    Mendez,    after 
being  las/:,- J  by  soldiers  of   Mexico   City. 

Yankee  investments  and  lo.ms  will  be  safe 
and  properly  met  by  Mexico. 

The  workers  imprisoned  in  Mexico  are 
brutally  tortured  and  menaced  with  death 
to  force  them  to  give  information    ihoul 
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their  organizations  and  give  the  names  of 
other  militant  workers.  Typical  is  the  case 
of  Manuel  Cotono  Valdez  who  was  held 
for  forty-eight  hours  in  a  cell  one  yard 
square,  without  food  and  water,  and  with 
the  metal  walls  of  the  cell  electrified,  so 
as  to  make  it  impossible  for  him  to  rest. 
An  electric  bulb  of  high  voltage  was 
placed  in  the  cell  to  make  it  hot  and  pro- 
voke thirst. 

Alyandro  Barreiro,  prominent  Cuban  la- 
bor leader,  was  arrested  with  his  wife  and 
two  young  daughters.  The  soldit  i 
tacked  the  three  women,  committin 
Sorts  of  depravations  upon  them  while 
Barriero  himself  was  forcibly  held  on  the 
scene  by  thi  He  became  insane 

from  witnessing  this  infamous  crime. 
Sandalio    [unco,   a    N  ind   a 

prominent  labor  leader,  suffered  the  sam< 
tortures  as  Cotonos  Valdes.  Junco,  Bar- 
reiro and  Montalvan  have  been  deported 
to  Germany. 

Materia]  help  is  badly  needed.  Collec- 
tions and  other  methods  must  be  used.  Th« 
Mexican  section  of  the  International  I.a- 
boi    Di  '   nse  has  done  everything  possible 

to  help  the  imprisoned  comrades  and  their 
families,  but  toda\ .  to  the  ill. 

under  which   it   is    forced   to   work,   it   can 
give  hardly  any   help.     The  work 
of  the  United  States  must  come  to  tl 
of  our  Mexican  broth 


While  the  imperial- 
ist powers  prepare 
for  war! 


A  familiar  scene  in  downtown  New  York  City  and 
in  many  other  cities.  This  breadline  is  a  regular  oc- 
currence at  the  Doyer  Street  mission  in  Chinatown. 
Workers  are  forced  to  go  to  these  charitable  reli- 
gious organizations  to  get  a  bite  to  eat.  But  many 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Trade  Union  Unity 
League  are  fighting  for  what  is  their  due — regular 
work  or  wages  for  the  unemployed. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 
F.O.B.  DETROIT 

By  Robert  L.  Cruden 


LABOR  DEFENDER  readers  will  re- 
member  that  it  was  about  this  time 
last  year  that  Mr.  Ford  announced  the 
hiring  of  30,000  men  at  the  Rouge  plant. 
At  that  time  thousands  were  walking  the 
streets  idle;  at  the  announcement  thou- 
sands more  poured  in  from  all  over  the 
country.  Thousands  of  men  stood  in  snow 
for  hours  in  the  hope  of  landing  a  job. 
Summer  came  and  still  mobs  of  unem- 
ployed swarmed  through  the  city;  Cass 
Avenue,  street  of  "employment"  agencies, 
was  filled  with  workers  eager  to  part  with 
their  last  few  dollars  to  get  a  job.  But 
summer  passed  and  the  whipping  winds  of 
winter  came — and  still  the  unemployed 
are  with  us.  Not  a  few  thousands  now, 
but  well  over  a  hundred  thousand  work- 
ers out  of  work! 

The  auto  industry  has  shot  its  bolt.  The 
workers  are  paying  for  it  in  unemploy- 
ment. Ford  laid  off  30,000;  the  remainder 
are  working  two  days  a  week  or  less.  Pack- 
ard cut  its  working  force  thirty  per  cent. 
Fisher  Body  (G.  M.  C.  unit)  Plant  18 
is  shut  down  completely.  Other  Fisher 
plants  are  working  along  with  a  few  men. 
Chrysler  plants  have  been  down  since  the 
end  of  the  Fall.  Not  a  single  auto  plant 
is  working  full  time  in  Detroit  today. 

The  result  of  this  has  been  a  terrific 
surging  of  discontent  which  authorities  are 
frantically  trying  to  stem.  Welfare  meas- 
ures are  the  order  of  the  day.     The  City 


Council  has  appropriated  $7,500,000  to 
rush  a  winter  program  of  public  works. 
The  mayor  formed  a  committee  of  busi- 
ness men  and  city  officials  to  solve  the  un- 
employment problem  but  members  con- 
fess themselves  unable  to  grapple  with  it. 
Nervous  officials  hailed  with  relief  the 
blizzard  which  gave  work  to  4,000  men. 
But  an  enterprising  reporter  found  that 
"more  than  half  of  the  workmen  employ- 
ed by  the  city  in  clearing  the  streets  were 
working  without  sufficient  clothing  to  pro- 
tect them  from  exposure"  and  so  the 
Council  ordered  the  purchase  of  several 
thousand  pairs  of  gloves ! 

The  Michigan  Bell  Telephone  Com- 
pany advertised  for  100  men  to  distribute 
directories  and  by  7:00  A.  M.  the  crowd 
had  become  so  great  that  the  police  were 
called  out.  "Welfare  checks  can  be  cash- 
ed here"  is  prominently  displayed  on  chain 
grocery  store  windows  throughout  the  city. 
The  Plasterers  Union  has  opened  a  soup 
kitchen  for  members.  But  Harvey  Camp- 
bell, secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commerce, 
says  there  is  no  abnormal  unemployment 
here! 

Criminal  cases  due  to  unemployment 
have  jumped  to  an  unprecedented  figure. 
Press  reports  daily  tell  of  men  who  steal 
and  allow  themselves  to  be  caught  so  that 
their  families  may  be  taken  care  of.  In 
the  court  of  Judge  Frank  Murphy  there 
came  up  recently  a  mother  of  four  ehil- 
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At  an  employ- 
ment   agency    on 
Sixth  Ave.,  New   York. 
Crowds  surge  here  daily. 

dren  who  became  a  prostitute  in  order  to 
feed  her  children.  An  unemployed  wait- 
ress had  to  do  likewise  in  order  to  get 
enough  to  eat.  Before  the  same  judge 
there  came  a  man  of  70  who  insisted  on 
a  three-month  term  in  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection because  a  shorter  term  would  have 
let  him  out  before  winter  is  over.  A 
young  worker  of  29  wanted  a  similar 
term.  He  had  pleaded  with  police  to  be 
taken  to  jail  so  that  he  could  be  warm 
and  have  something  to  eat.  He  was  re- 
ferred to  the  psychopathic  clinic  because 
the  cold  and  hunger  had  affected  his  mind. 
These  are  but  few  instances  of  the  rav- 
ages which  unemployment  is  making  on 
workers  of  Detroit.  The  list  could  be  mul- 
tiplied indefinitely.  At  this  time  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  annual  report  for  the 
fiscal  year  of  1^29  of  the  Packard  Motor 
Car  Compaii)    may  interest  out-of-works: 

Our  net  profits  for  the  1929  fiscal  year 
were  $25,18  3,265.38.  This  is  an  increase 
of  15.1%  over  last  year,  which  was  in  it- 
self a  year  of  record  earnings. 

Cash    dividends    amounting    to 

$17,2  34,444  were  paid  during  the  year.  This 
is  equivalent  to  $5.75  on  the  shares  of 
$10.00   par   value  stock. 

Unemployment  for  the  workers;  57  per 
cent  dividends  for  the  masters.  In  this, 
as  in  all  matters  economic,  Detroit  is 
America! 


PEACE  PIPES  SMOKE  AT  LONDON 


The  imperialist!  have  met  in  London — 
to  discuss  how  best  to  look  p, 
•while  developing  more  efficient  and 
deadly  instruments  of  war.  The  big 
battleships,  like  the  U.S.S,  New  Mexico 
to  the  right,  are  of  little  use,  because 
they  are  such  easy  targets  for  subma- 
rine and  airship.  They  say  nothing 
about  the  small,/  battle  cruisers,  which 
are  more  effective  in  modern  war  fan  . 
The  social-democrats  in  Germany  re- 
cently participated  in  the  building  of 
such  a  cruiser,  which  has  greatly  excit- 
ed the  British  imperialists. 

(Below)      The     havoc     that     can     be 

wrought  on  a  battleship  by  an  airplane. 

This  is  a  phosphorous  bomb — but  what 

it   it  were  a  real  one? 


THE  PEACE  PIPE!  General  Dawes,  Yankee  ambassador  in  Loudon,  smokes  it 
calmly,  unaware  that  we  have  given  it  its  true  meaning  by  attaching  a  cannon  to  it, 
with  battle  smoke  coming  from  it  Dawes,  tor  Wall  Street,  would  not  mind  seeing  the 
British  warship  on  the  right  hit  by  this  shell — he  doesn't  care  about  the  workers  killed. 
The  British  and  Yankee  imperialists  an  a:  each  other's  throats  for  the  market 
raw  materials  of  the  world. 


\\    ENEiVH    POISON   (.  IS 
TANK    ON   THE  POLISH- 
SOVIET  BORDER! 

Ma  Donald  and  Stimson  look  so 
COy  beeause  they  think  that  the 
war  maneuvers  they  carry  on 
along  the  Soviet  frontiers  are  hid- 
den. While  they  smoke  their  pipes 
in  London,  more  poison  gas  is  be- 
ing manufactured.  These  tanks, 
bought  by  money  lent  the  Polish 
fascist  government  by  Yankee 
bankers,  maneuver  along  the  So- 
viet frontier.  I'lanes  bought  by 
British  and  Yankee  gold  are 
ready    to    bomb    Moscow. 
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STRUGGLE  AGAINST  TERROR 


NEVER  in  the  35  years  of  fiery,  mili- 
tant action  of  the  Illinois  coal  dig- 
gers have  we  faced  such  a  brazen,  bit- 
ter opposition  of  the  capitalist  state,  as  we 
have  in  our  present  struggle.  From  the 
very  first  day  of  the  strike  the  coal  opera- 
tors, the  government  forces  and  the 
United  Mine  Workers  sluggers  and  other 
elements  as  well,  worked  hand  in  hand, 
attempting  to  break  the  strike.  Jailings, 
clubbings,  shootings,  intimidations,  depor- 
tation threats  and  ransacking  of  miners' 
homes  were  the  order  of  the  day.  The 
glistening    bayonets    of    state    militia    sur- 


By  Gerry 

rounded  the  dark,  black  pits  in  defiance  of  the 
miners  who  had  struck  for  the  smashing  of  the 
company-unionized  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America  and  against  the  ever  worsening  of  con- 
ditions instigated  by  the  coal  operators.  Hun- 
dreds of  miners  threw  away  the  water  from 
their  "dinner  buckets"  and  the  battle  was  on. 
The  strike  started  to  spread  in  response  to  the 
provocations  of  the  militia  and  the  gunmen. 

In  the  Franklin  county  section  Sheriff  Prit- 
chard  and  his  gang  of  deputies  guarded  the  mines 
and  began  a  reign  of  terror  against  the  miners 
and  their  families  who  were  peacefully  picketing. 
Riot  and  Thompson  guns,  billiard  cues  and  tear 
bombs  were  very  resolutely  used  in  the  first  day 
of  the  strike.  On  the  picket  lines  in  Coello  Mine 
No.  1 1  of  the  Old  Ben  Coal  Company,  the  sher- 
iff forces  threw  tear  bombs  amidst  several  hun- 
dred pickets,  slugging  their  way  through  stagger- 
ing women  and  children.  Several  women  and 
children  suffered  mean  afflictions  on  their  bodies. 
One  woman  was  knocked  down  unconscious 
while  standing  on  her  front  porch.  The  reign 
of  terror  had  begun. 

The  terror  that  prevailed  during  the  heroic 
fight  of  the  North  Carolina  textile  workers  re- 
peated itself  in  the  "strong  organized"  state  of 
Illinois.  The  cold,  cruel  forces  of  the  sheriff 
with  sluggers  repeated  the  tale  of  the  infamous 
"black  hundreds."  Searching  of  miners'  homes, 
threats  and  beatings  were  in  full  sway  in  the 
darkness  of  the  night  while  miners  had  divided 
themselves  to  return  home.  State  President  Voy- 
zey,  Secretary  Corbishley  and  several  rank  and 
file  leaders  were  jailed  under  numerous  charges 
and  heavy  bond  placed  against  them.  Only  un- 
der strong  protest  were  they  released,  even  after 


(Top)    At    a    coal   loader   at    a    large    mine. 

Walking    into    the  coal    car — National    Guardsmen 

taking   1 6  girls  and  7  men  to  Christian  County  Jail  at 

Taylorville,    Illinois,  following    their    arrest    on    the 
picket  line  at  Bulpit. 

(Above)  Militant  leaders  of  the  Illinois  miners. 
(Left  to  right)  :  Dan  Slinger  of  Eldorado;  John  Lap- 
shansky  of  Nokomis,  and  Charlie  Mammen  of  Taylor- 
ville, who  on  his  return  from  the  ILD  convention  in 
Pittsburgh  was  arrested  together  with  his  wife  after 
he  had  been  beaten  in  a  raid  on  his  home. 

(Right)  The  children  of  the  coal  miners,  like  their 
fathers  and  brothers  in  the  National  Miners  Union, 
know  of  no  race  discrimination. 
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AND  MURDER  IN  THE  COAL  FIELDS 
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bond  had  been  secured  for 
them.  Later  Corbishley  was 
put  back  into  prison  at  Ches- 
ter on  an  old  frame-up  mur- 
der charge  pushed  by  the 
Lewis  machine.  He  had  been 
out  on  parole  and  his  term  is 
seven  years. 

In     the     Taylorville     area 
where    the    strike    reached    a 
very  effective  stage  hundreds 
of  rank  and  filers  were  jailed 
and  held  without  bail,  scores 
of  them  being  held  while  fed- 
eral   authorities   began   depor- 
tation proceedings.     Freeman 
Thompson,    leader    of    the    Illinois    min- 
ers, was  pulled   in    by   the   militia.     The 
consistent   policy    of    the   enemies   was   to 
jail  the   leaders  in  an  attempt  to  prevent 
the   strike    from   spreading.      The   oppres- 
sion   of    the    bosses    and    the    government 
was  a   well-planned   and   organized    fight 
against  the  miners  of  Illinois.  The  rapid 
growth      of      a      revolutionary,      fighting 
miners'   union   was  establishing  itself  and 
the   class    character    of    the    struggle    was 
immediately   identified. 

Great  spirit  prevailed  among  Illinois 
miners  when  the  news  came  that  the  In- 
ternational Labor  Defense  and  the  Work- 
ers International  Relief  had  come  to  their 
support.  The  miners  sent  their  delegation  to  the 
I.  L.  D.  convention  in  Pittsburgh.  On  the  re- 
turn of  Charles  Mammen,  one  of  the  delegates, 
his  home  was  raided  and  he  and  his  wife  jailed. 
The  struggle  of  the  miners  of  Illinois  is  being 
fought  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  solidarity 
of  the  American  working  class.  Our  fight  in 
Illinois  against  the  coal  operators  is  merely  a 
section  of  the  general  working  class  struggle 
against  the  entire  capitalist  system.  The  worsen- 
ing of  conditions,  rationalization,  unemployment, 
tin-  complete  capitulation  of  the  A.   F.  of  L.  to 
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The  pay  slip  of  a  miner  in  lite  McAlesler  mine  where  611  were  killed.  Notice 
that  for  13  Jays'  work  he  gets  $65.00.  After  the  company  takes  off  for  every- 
thing  there    is    a    balance    of    $2.35 — which    this    miner    owes    to    the    company. 


the  Hoover  program  against 
the  workers,  finds  the  year  of 
1930  the  dawn  of  sharper 
revolutionary  struggles.  The 
struggles  of  the  entire  Ameri- 
can workiiiL'  das  all 
industrial  sections  "t  the 
country.  The  fight  of  the 
working  class,  of  which  our 
fight  in  Illinois  coal  field 
merely  a  section,  is  an  un- 
compromising struggle  against 
the  bosses  and  their  machines 
until  the  complete  emancipa- 
tion of  the  working  class  has 
been   fully  realized. 


Bringing  some  of  the  bodies 
from  the  Old  Town  Mining 
Co.  shaft  at  McAlesler,  9kla., 
where  60  miners  were  mur- 
dered by  the  coal  company  in 
an  explosion  and  after-damp. 

(Below)  Burying  the  vic- 
time  of  the  latest  coal  barons' 
murder.  Notice  that  most  of 
the     miners     are     Mexicans. 


STClTHTn 


(Left)   A  compressed  air  puncher  used  in  un.i  Ul  of  coal. 

The   Illinois  miners  suffer  most  from  unemph 

zation   of   the   mines.      It   was   a   spark   fr    ■■  ne  whuh   CMM 

explosion  in  the  McAlesler  mine,  it  is  said. 
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(Above)  The  language  organizers  of  the  I.  L.  D.  Left  to  right:  Joseph  Cohen,  Jewish;  Luis 
Martinez,  Latin  American;  Antonia  Wechsler,  Hungarian;  T.  J.  Kurowski,  Polish;  E.  T. 
Movrich,  South-Slav. 

(Below)    The  delegation  from  the  Illinois  coal  fields,  where  the  miners  are  on  strike  under 

the  leadership  of  the  National  Miners  Union.     Left  to  right:  John  Lapshansky ;  Dan  Slinger; 

Isaiah  Hawkins,  Bessie  Tierney,  who  led  picket  lines  of  women  and  children  defying  militia, 

deputies  and  gangsters;   Charlie  Mammen.     The  boy  is  a  Pioneer,  Leonard  Tierney. 


INTERN 


The  Fourth 
National 

(Right)    Harold   Williams,   of  the   Illi- 
nois  Delegation,   speaking   at   the   open- 
ing  mass   meeting   in   Carnegie   Hall. 

(Below)      The     Convention     Hall     in 
Pittsburgh. 
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Conference  of 
thel.L.D. 

(Across  bottom)  The  dele  gales  to  the  con- 
ference. There  were  3  32  delegates  coming 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  among  them 
30  Negroes.  On  the  first  row  you  can  pick 
out  many  of  our  leading  fighters,  facing 
lout;    term'    in    prison. 


(Above)    Lilt   to   riyht:   Robert   Dunn,   of  tin  .    Committee   of   the  I.   L    I)  , 

Abram    Jaltira,   Organization   Secretary ;    Charles    Frank,    of   the    National    Commit 
J.  Louis  Engdahl,  General  Seer, 

(Below)    Part  of  tht   Southern  Delegation.      Left    to    right:   R.    B.   Morrow,   Louise 
Morrow,    A.    J.    Rogers,    Wes    Williams,    John    Williams,    "Red    Hendryx,"    and 

Daisy    MacDonald. 
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By  M.  C.  Morris 

t^rr^HIS  week  saw  the  completion  of  a  build- 
A  ing  of  considerable  industrial  signific- 
ance, a  structure  60  feet  by  280  feet  and  50  feet 
high.  The  structure  has  two  railway  sidings  the 
entire  length,  serving  a  shipping  platform  be- 
tween." 

Thus  ran  an  item  in  the  Toronto  press  an- 
nouncing the  opening  of  a  new  combine  assem- 
bly plant  by  one  of  the  largest  manufacturing 
firms  in  the  city.  Just  how  was  this  new  build- 
ing "industrially  significant?"  Thru  employ- 
ment in  it  during  the  next  few  months,  the 
writer  found  out  very  quickly — a  part  of  the 
answer,  at  least. 

Above,  a  5-ton  electric  crane,  spanning  the 
60  feet  of  width  and  running  the  full  280  feet 
of  length.  Below,  the  floor  of  what  later  came 
to  be  known  thru  the  rest  of  the  plant  as  "the 
mad  house" — two  long  assembly  lines  on  each 
of  which  a  couple  of  heavy  wheels  and  an  axle, 
[lined  every  twenty  minutes  at  one  end,  grew 
into  complete  four-ton  harvesting  machines  be- 
fore they  were  lifted  over  the  rail  at  the  other 
end,  and  deposited  by  the  crane  on  flat  cars  be- 
neath. The  crane  had  other  functions.  Between 
times  it  dropped  4-cylinder  motors  and  60-bushel 
grain  hoppers  from  balconies  above  into  place 
on  the  machines.  Between  the  two  lines,  and 
high  against  each  wall,  stock  was  piled,  leaving 
a  passage  for  the  truckers  in  the  middle. 

"Men  Wanted."  The  notice  came  down  when 
200  had  been  taken  on,  good  wages  (for  To- 
ronto) on  a  day  basis;  it  was  "important  to  get 
production  under  way  as  quickly  as  possible." 
For  three  weeks  there  was  steady  activity.     The 


crews  on  the  different 
sections  learned  their 
job  well.  Production  was 
"under  way."  Under  way, 
but  not  yet  under  pressure. 

Then  one  day  the  assembly 
superintendent  walked  down 
the  line,  his  eyes  full  of 
something  important.  He  was 
a  wiry,  energetic  little  man, 
with  a  sharp,  pointed  face, 
like  a  squirrel's.  Half  an 
hour  later  came  instructions 
to  report  to  him  in  the  office 
above,  each  station  separately, 
each  gang  at  a  certain  time. 
We  knew  what  was  coming. 
About  1 1  o'clock  it  was  our 
turn,  twelve  of  us  from 
station  four  on  both  lines. 
We  trooped  up  the  stairs  and 
stood  in  a  half  circle  in  the 
office.  The  little  superinten- 
dent sat  on  the  desk  in  front 
of  us,  his  feet  on  the  chair. 

"Fellows,"  he  said,  "we're 
going  to  make  a  change. 
From  now  on,  the  line  will 
operate  on  a  piece-work  basis 
.  .  .  now  wait.  .  .  .  I'll  give 
you  a  chance  to  talk  later.  . 
.  ."  He  was  started,  like  a 
sermon  over  the  radio.  There 
was  to  be  a  fixed  price  on 
each  machine  that  went  over 
"Fellows,"  he  said,  "we're 
going  to  make  a  change. 
From  now  on,  the  line  will 
operate  on  a  piece-work  ba- 
sis ..  .  now  wait.  .  .  .  I'll 
give  you  a  chance  to  talk 
later.  .  .  ."  He  was  started, 
like  a  sermon  over  the  radio. 
There  was  to  be  a  fixed  price 
on  each  machine  that  went 
over  the  rail  completed.  Harder  we  worked  the 
more  machines  went  over,  and  the  more  we 
earned.  We  were  to  find  the  quickest  way  of 
doing  each  operation  .  cut  down  the  time 
we  weren't  to  be  afraid  to  report  any  short-cut 
we  had  found.  Perhaps  then  the  number  of  men 
at  each  station  could  be  cut  down  .  .  .  er  .  .  .  they 
would,  of  course,  be  given  work  elsewhere  in 
the  plant,  and  fewer  men  on  the  line  would 
mean  more  money  for  each.  We  should  help 
each  other,  those  on  the  next  station  too,  if  we 
saw  they  were  getting  behind.  In  that  way  we 
would  make  more  time,  and  time  meant  money.  .  . 
er  for  us,  of  course.  Why,  we  might  even 
be  making  five  and  six  dollars  a  day  if  we 
worked  hard  enough!  How  did  that  appeal  to 
us,  eh?      And  now  were  there  any  questions? 

The  next  gang  was  already  on  the  steps,  but 
we  weren't  finished.  Jim  had  been  figuring  out 
prices  on  the  back  of  a  time-card,  and  wanted 
to  know  where  we  were  going  to  get  any  five 
and  six  dollars.  Four  was  the  most  he  could 
figure,  and  that  on  the  basis  of  five  more  mach- 
ines a  day  than  had  been  going  over  so  far. 
Bill  asked  how  we  were  going  to  know  each 
day's  total.  Several  of  us  asked  what  rate  we 
would  get  for  time  lost  thru  no  fault  of  ours: 
if  the  crane  went  on  the  bum,  if  the  power  went 
off,  if  the  stock  or  truckers  were  held  up,  if 
there  weren't  enough  flat  cars .  .  . 

"Hey,  wait  a  minute,  you  guys!" — the  squir- 
rel-faced superintendent  had  suddenly  lost  his 
desire  to  hear  and  answer  questions.  "None  of 
those  things  is  going  to  happen,  see?  We'll 
attend  to  that.  You  don't  have  to  worry .  . 
just   do  your  stuff  and   help  out  the  next   fel- 


low listen!  I    say     that     won't    happen, 

WONT  HAPPEN,  get  me?"     The  door  opened 
and  the  next  gang  began  to  file  in. 

But  all  the  things  we  mentioned  did  happen, 
and  also  another,  which  none  of  us  had 
dreamed  of. 

Jim  figured  he'd  give  it  a  couple  of  weeks' 
trial  to  see  what  his  check  really  came  to  com- 
pared with  those  before.  (When  he  got  it,  it 
was  even  smaller.)  Bill  quit  within  another 
three  days  and  went  to  Oshawa.  Breaking  in 
two  green  men  at  once  as  a  result  slowed  down 
our  station.  Jack  stayed  out  a  half-day  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  on  account  of  sickness  at  home — 
and  was  fired  when  he  returned  at  noon.  He 
had  forgotten  to  report  that  he  would  be  away; 
and  "failure  to  give  advance  notice  when  absent" 
meant  dismissal.     And  yet .  .  . 

We  had  had  no  advance  notice  when  the 
whistle  blew  suddenly  at  1:30  the  next  afternoon. 
"What's  the  matter?"  everybody  was  asking. 
"That's  all  for  today,  come  back  in  the  morn- 
ing," was  the  only  answer  we  got. 

Later  we  found  that  the  annual  shareholder's 
meeting  had  been  held  that  afternoon.  These 
gentlemen  had  attended  in  such  numbers  that  the 
cafeteria  was  the  only  room  large  enough  to  hold 
them.  Since  this  was  situated  directly  below 
the  assembly  and  machine  shops,  and  since  these 
made  too  much  noise  for  the  visitors  to  hear  how 
great  a  dividend  increase  their  money  was  bring- 
ing them,  it  was  a  simple  affair  for  someone  to 
slip  upstairs  and  order  both  shops  shut  down  for 
the  rest  of  the  day.  That  20  men  were  thrown 
out  of  work  on  no  notice  whatever  and  thru 
no  fault  of  their  own,  did  not  concern  the  pur- 
poses of  the  meeting  below. 

Now  and  again  visitors  would  appear  on  the 
floor,  or  would  be  conducted  to  the  balcony  to 
observe  from  a  safe  height  the  well-oiled  or- 
ganization of  the  assembly  plant,  and  to  marvel 
at  the  rapid  turn-out  of  machines  in  the  new 
building. 

"Certainly  a  significant  addition  to  Toronto 
industry,"  they  would  say. 


Speed-Up 


THE  TERROR   IN  JAPAN 

IN  Japan  the  bourgeoisie  is  carrying  on  a  trial 
against  Communists,  unprecedented  in  its  mass 
character. 

Eight  hundred  twenty-five  revolutionaries,  most 
of  them  in  jail  without  trial  for  over  a  year, 
are  being  brougiit  before  the  Japanese  capitalist 
class  courts.  The  death  sentence  threatens  most 
of  these  victims  of  the  fascist  reaction,  and  the 
others   face   long   prison    terms. 

During  the  last  two  years  the  Japanese  gov- 
ernment has  been  prosecuting  the  revolutionary 
movement  of  the  Communists  and  left  wing 
unions.  During  that  time  10,000  workers  and 
peasants  were  thrust  into  jail;  360  revolution- 
aries in  the  course  of  23  trials  were  sentenced 
to  1,300  years  imprisonment.  Outstanding  rev- 
olutionary leaders  were  killed  by  fascist  mur- 
derers. 

Demand  the  freedom  of  the  victims  of  the 
Japanese  bourgeoisie! 
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IN  ACTION  AGAINST  JIM-CROW 


THAT  white-  workers  of  America  arc 
firmly  determined  to  cast  off  the  im- 
perialist ideology  of  race  prejudice  and 
join  hands  with  their  darker  brothers  in  a 
struggle  against  their  common  enemy,  the 
capitalist  oppressor,  was  brought  out  t 
fully  at  the  Fourth  National  Convention 
of  the  International  Labor  Defense  held 
in  Pittsburgh,  December  29,  30,  31, 
1929.  This  fact  was  demonstrated  from 
time  to  time  as  speaker  after  speaker,  from 
all  parts  of  the  country — as  far  West  as 
Seattle,  as  far  South  as  Atlanta — took  the 
floor  and  voiced  his  or  her  determination 
of  fighting  side  by  side  with  the  Negro 
workers  in  their  struggle  against  jim-crow- 
ism,  segregation,  lynching,  etc. — to  sup- 
port their  demands  for  full  economic,  po- 
litical and  social  equality  and  to  strive  to- 
gether for  the  complete  emancipation  of 
the  working  class. 

To  say  that  this  convention  made  labor 
history  is  not  enough ;  to  say  that  it  struck 
a  new  note  in  race  relations  is  to  confuse 
the  issue;  and  even  to  say  merely  that  the 
"convention  was  united  in  supporting  the 
demands  of  Negro  equality,"  as  was  stated 
by  the  capitalist  press,  is  to  minimize  the 
facts.  In  order  that  justice  may  be  done 
to  what  occurred  at  this  convention  it  must 
be  clearly  and  emphatically  stated  that  here 
was  sounded  a  note  of  solidarity  never  be- 
fore attained  at  any  convention  in  the  his- 
tory of  organized  labor  in  the  United 
States! 

Visitors  and  delegates  attending  for  the 
first  time  a  convention  of  an  organization 
based  upon  the  principles  of  the  class  strug- 
gle, were  completely  overwhelmed,  as- 
tounded— found  themselves  entirely  at  a 
loss  to  give  expression  to  what  was  taking 
place.  So  great,  indeed,  was  the  wave  of 
class  unity  that  even  old-timers  were  car- 
ried away,  swept  off  their  feet.  It  would 
seem  that  these  workers,  mam  of  them 
from  the  bourbon  South,  hotbed  of  race 
prejudice,  land  of  the  jim-crow  and  mob 
rule,  after  years  of  wandering  in  a  jungle 
of  exploitation  and  oppression  had  at  last 
discovered  the  path  that  would  lead  to 
their  eventual  emancipation. 

But  the  convention  was  not  only  one  of 
words  but  of  action  as  well.  The  great 
demonstration  at  the  Monongahela  House 
Hotel  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of 
the  sharpest  expressions  of  solidarity  ever 
witnessed  in  Pittsburgh,  or  any  other  town. 
Of  this  demonstration  even  the  capitalist 
press  whose  business  it  is  to  conceal  expres- 
sion of  solidarity  from  the  workers,  was 
forced  to  declare:  'The  demonstration  was 


By  Gilbert  Lewis 
to  Delegate) 


at  the  I.  L.  D.  Convention 
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>ne  of  the  most  unusual  ever  staged  lure." 
And  what  of  the  Negro  workers:  What 
was  their  reaction  to  this  expression  of 
solidarity?  They  were  there,  some  thirtv 
of  them.  They  had  come  from  all  parts 
of  the  country:  North,  East,  South,  West 
They  had  come  with  the  express  purpose 
of  voicing  their  willingness,  nav,  their 
eagerness,  to  fight  side  by  side,  to  the  vcrv 
death,  with  their  white  brothers  for  eman- 
cipation. And  this  is  what  they  did.  They 
took  the   floor,   one   after  the  other,   and 


in  fiery  passionate  words  made  it  luiuwu 
far  and  wide  that  they  had  no  illusions 
as  to  the  source  from  which  their  oppres- 
sion came.  They  made  it  clear  that  the 
propaganda  of  the  capitalist  that  the  "poor 
white"  was  the  Negro's  natural  enemy 
would  fall  on  deaf  ears.  They  knew  that 
their  emancipation  lies  in  linking  them- 
selves with  their  fellow  white  workers  for 
a  complete  overthrow  of  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem.    They  said  as  much. 

They  were  connected  with  no  political 
party,  most  of  them.  Just  workers  from 
the  shops  and  factories.  But  they  under- 
stood the  class  struggle.  It  was  significant 
that  none  of  them  interpreted  the  action 
of  the  white  delegates  in  fighting  the  ho- 
tel as  a  favor  being  bestowed  upon  the 
Negroes.  The)  understood  it  for  exactly 
what  it  was — part  and  parcel  of  the  class 
Struggle,  an  act  of  solidarity. 

It  is  also  encouraging  to  see  that  they 
are  rapidly  getting  over  their  illusion  about 
the  various  political  parties.  It  is  no  good 
telling  these  workers  that  Lincoln  freed 
them  and  that  the  Republican  party  is 
therefore  their  party.  They  know  that 
they  are  in  a  state  of  wage  slavery  today 
almost  equivalent  to  chattel  slavery.  They 
know  that  the  Republican  party  is  a  jim- 
crow  party,  the  party  which  shoots  down 
workers  in  Haiti  and  Nicaragua.  Don't 
mention  the  Democratic  party  to  them. 
They  know  that  it  is  the  party  that  ex- 
ploits, oppresses  and  even  lynches  Negroes 
in  the  South.  Neither  have  thev  any  con- 
cern with  the  yellow,  equally  jim-crow 
Socialist  partj . 

But  when  you  mention  the  Communist 
Party,  then  it  is  a  different  story.  They 
know  it  is  the  only  party  capable  of  lead- 
ing the  struggles  of  the  workers  and 
rving  them  to  complete  emancipation  from 
the  toils  of  the  imperialist  oppressors.  They 
know  that  only  the  program  put  forth  by 
the  Communist  Party  will  succeed  in 
smashing  race  prejudice. 

When     you     balance    the     International 
Labor    Defense    against    the   social-i 
Negro  nationalist  organizations  such  as  the 
id  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Colored  People  and  the  Universal   N 
gro  Improvement  Association  of   M 
Garvey,  thej   at  once  tell  you  that  the  I. 
L.  D.  is  tlie  organ  1'hcv 

know  that  the-     Negro  national. *• 
zations  will  not  and  cannot  make  a  fight 
for  liberation.     The  Negroes  went 
from  this  convention  staunch  defenders  of 
the  I.  L.  D.,  the  champion  of  the  oppressed 
Negro  masses. 
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WOMEN  BUILDERS 


By  Celia  Paransky 


AS  is  already  well  known  to  the  work- 
ers of  America,  the  workers 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  are  earning  out 
the  building  of  socialism  according  to  a 
gigantic  flan.  At  present  they  are  work- 
ing upon  what  is  known  as  the  Five- Year 
Plan,  covering  the  years  1928-29  to  1932- 
33,  by  which  time  the  volume  of  indus- 
trial output  is  to  reach  more  than  three 
times  the  pre-war  volume. 

At  first  sight  it  may  seem  almost  incred- 
ible that  such  an  ambitious  plan  can  be 
realized  in  so  short  a  time.  But  the  actual 
fact  is  that  in  the  first  year  even  more 
than  the  maximum  expected  was  achieved. 
Now,  to  further  accelerate  its  accomplish- 
ment, the  workers  have  initiated  an  unin- 
terrupted working  week.  That  is  to  say, 
that  although  every  worker  will  have  his 
or  her  regular  day  of  rest  (in  fact,  one 
in  five,  instead  of  one  in  seven,  as  for- 
merly), not  all  workers  will  take  it  on  the 
same  day.  In  this  way,  productive  proc- 
esses will  go  on  without  a  break. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  tremendous  de- 
velopments in  the  economy  of  Soviet  Rus- 
sia would  not  be  possible  without  the  en- 
ergetic participation  of  the  women 
workers. 

In  the  days  before  th<;  revolution  the 
meanest  and  worst-paid  labor  fell  to  the 
lot  ot  the  women  in  industry.  They  were 
regarded  by  the  employers  as  cheap  and 
docile  slaves.  Their  hours  were  extremely 
long,  and  protective   regulations  were  al- 


most unknown.  The  complete  absence  of 
any  measures  to  lighten  the  household  tasks 
of  the  women  in  industry,  meant  that  they 
were  weighed  down  with  a  double  burden 
of  toil,  leaving  them  little  time  or  incli- 
nation to  think  of  anything  but  the  daily 
round  of  drudgery. 

But  when  the  miseries  imposed  upon 
them  by  capitalists  and  tzarism,  intensified 
many  times  by  the  conditions  of  the  war, 
had  prepared  the  Russian  workers  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Bolsheviks,  to  take 
power  into  their  own  hands,  and  begin  the 
building  of  a  workers'  republic,  the  work- 
ing women  played  their  part  with  heroism 


and  tenacity,  fully  equal  to  that  of  the 
men   workers. 

In  the  new  society  they  are  steadily  tak- 
ing their  place  on  equal  terms  in  wider  and 
wider  spheres  of  activity.  They  are  freed 
from  all  legal  inequalities  whatsoever. 
They  receive  as  a  matter  of  course  equal 
pay  for  equal  work,  and  elaborate  provi- 
sions are  made  for  the  protection  of  the 
health  of  the  women  workers.  Communal 
kitchens,  laundries,  creches,  etc.,  relieve 
them  of  a  considerable  part  of  household 
drudgery;  and  the  trade  unions  take  spe- 
cial care  that  provision  is  made  in  all  their 
contracts  for  educational  courses  in  connec- 
tion with  the  factories.  The  time  spent  at 
such  courses  is  counted  and  paid  for  as 
working  time. 

In  such  circumstances,  it  may  be  readily 
imagined  what  a  great  advance  has  taken 
place  in  the  activity  of  the  women  workers. 
They  are  now  found  working  in  occupa- 
tions and  advancing  in  increasing  numbers 
to  positions  of  high  responsibility  which 
formerly  they  could  never  enter.  There 
are  women  tram-drivers,  railway  guards, 
electricians,  engineers,  technical  specialists, 
architects,  even  directors  of  factories,  sol- 
diers and  officers,  and  sea  captains!  In  the 
state  administrative  organs,  from  the  local 
Soviet  to  the  Central  Executive  itself,  they 
have  their  place. 

In  this  great  activity  and  enthusiasm  of 
the.  women  who  were  formerly,  as  a  re- 
sult of  their  conditions  of  life  and  labor, 
the  most  backward  of  the  working  class, 
rests  a  sure  guarantee  that  the  Soviet  Union 
will  go  forward  triumphantly  in  building 
and  defending  the  Socialist  Fatherland 
of  the  world  proletariat. 


A    nursery   in   a   Russian   village.       The   Soviet   woman    worker    is   jrce   to    participate    in    the 

building  of  socialism  on  the  land. 
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Oiling  up  an 
engine     in     the 
Penna.    R.    R.    yards. 
Forces     are     being     ait 
on    the    line    and     in    the 
shop. 


By  H.  E.  Keas 


THE  rapidly  sharpening  economic  crisis 
now  colli  routing  United  States,  in 
which  the  recent  crash  in  the  stock 
market  was  hut  a  sign  showing  which  way 
tlu-  wind  hlows,  has  already  deeply  affected 
the  railroads.  Car  loadings  are  dropping 
011"  sharply.  The  curtailment  of  produc- 
tion in  the  auto  industry,  in  steel,  rubber, 
and  other  basic  industries,  which  in  turn 
react  upon  many  other  industries  depend- 
ing upon  them,  is  responsible  for  the  slump 
on  the  railroads.  Capitalist  production  in 
the  United  States  is  facing  the  dead-wall 
of  a  shrinking  home  market  and  the  neces- 
sity of  finding  a  world  market  for  its 
goods  in  competition  with  the  other  capital- 
ist powers  like  England,  France,  Germany, 
Japan,  etc.  This  leads  the  competing  pow- 
ers directly  toward  a  new  world  war. 

The  workers  on  the  railroads,  a  key  war 
industry,  will  get  no  more  wage  sop--  in 
the  ensuing  period.  On  the  contrary,  thej 
can  rest  assured  that  the  railroad  manage- 
ments will  very  shortly  "pass  the  buck" 
of  shrinking  profits  onto  the  backs  of  the 
workers.  Wage  cuts,  more  intensive  speed- 
up, and  lay-offs  will  be  the  order  of  the 
day.  Already  a  number  of  railroads  have 
greatly  reduced  their  shop  forces.  Thous- 
ands more  will  be  thrown  into  the  ranks 
of  the  unemployed  as  the  full  force  of  the 
deepening  economic  crisis  reaches  its  height 
in  the  late  winter  and  early  spring. 


In  this  serious  situation,  the  old  era  It 
organizations  in  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  the 
transportation  brotherhoods,  are  practically 
useless  in  defending  the  interests  of  the 
workers.  The  deadly  poison  of  craft  union 
ideology,  with  its  jurisdictional  disputes,  its 
craft  separatism,  and  illusory  ideas  of 
"business-unionism,"  has  already  made  <>t 
these  organizations  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  company  unions.  Old  Gen.  Atter- 
bury  of  the  Pennsy  "knew  his  stuff"  when 
he  gave  permission  to  the  Federated  Shop 
Crafts  to  organize  his  shop  workers.  They 
will  serve  his  purpose  better  than  his  own 
company  unions.  It  is  the  very  role  of 
the  craft  union  misleadership  to  make  of 
the  present  railroad  organizations  mere  ad- 
juncts to   the   capitalist  system. 

But  the  railroad  workers  will  fight  back. 
Already  we  hear  the  rumblings  of  their 
discontent.  Over  300,000  of  them  have 
been  thrown  into  the  ranks  of  the  unem- 
ployed in  the  last  few  years.  The  en- 
croachments of  the  machine  pi 
making  possible  the  most  intensive  speed- 
up in  the  shops  and  on  the  line,  are  teach- 
ing the  railroad  workers  a  bitter  lesson. 
The  brunt  of  this  rationalization  campaign 
of  the  managements  has  affected  the  skill- 
ed and  unskilled  worker  alike.  'I  he  pres- 
sure of  worsened  conditions  has  made  them 
think  in  terms  of  amalgamation  and  in- 
dustrial organization  as  never  before. 


In  prep- 
aration    for 
the  oncoming  strug- 
gles   the     railroad     workers  ^J 
must  lay  a  firm  foundation  for  a  poweriul 
industrial   organization   of   railroad   work- 
ers.   Shop   committees    and    joint    railroad 
councils  must  be  organized  in  every  rail- 
road center,  to  lay  a  basis  for  the  am 
mation   of   all    existing    organizations   and 
complete  organization  of  the  unorganized, 
these  together  forming  eventually  the  new 
industrial  union.     Under  the  leaders) 
the  new  militant  trade   union  center,  the 
Trade  Union   Unity  League,  and  its   if- 

Hliated  section,  the  National  Railroad  In- 
dustrial League,  the  railroad  workers  must 
unite  around  the  program  of  the  6-hour 
day,  the  5-day  week,  vacation-  with 
and  for  social  insurance  to  lie  paid  by  the 
railroad  companies,  guarantied  by  the 
State,  and  administered  by  the 
They  must,  hand  in  hand  with  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense,  set  up  labor  de- 
fense branches  in  every  railroad  center,  as 
preparation   for  the  bitter  strike  stn 

me.  And,  accepting  the  fighting  lead- 
ership of  the  Trade  Union  1  guc, 
and  under  the  protecting  1  the  In- 
ternational  Labor  Defense,  they   will  win. 


?<> 


-t  -»  *■' 


{This  is  the  second  of  two  articles  written 
especially  for  the  LABOR  DEFENDER  by  Ernst 
Toller.  The  first,  appearing  in  the  January  issue, 
described  his  interview  with  Tom  Mooney  in 
San  Quentin.) 

I  THEN  spoke  with  McNamara,  who  has  al- 
ready been  in  prison  for  nineteen  years.  He 
belonged  to  that  group  which  blew  up  the  build- 
ing of  the  Los  Angeles  Times  in  1911.  The 
court  had  no  proof  that  he  was  guilty.  A 
bribed  employee  of  the  defense  lawyer  stole 
documents  from  the  attorney's  safe  proving  Mc- 
Namara's  participation.  To  save  twenty-five 
workers  accused  of  the  bombing,  he  declared 
that  he,  his  brother  and  Schmidt  were  the  only 
ones  who  had  participated.  For  nineteen  years 
they  have  remained  in  prison.  In  all  other  cases 
the  prisoner  would  have  been  pardoned  after 
serving  so  long  a  term.  They  have  no  hopes 
and  vet  they  remain  unbroken. 

McNamara  told  me  that  his  job  was  to  bring 
food  to  those  sentenced  to  death.  How  many 
had  been  sentenced  to  death  in  this  prison? 
Sixteen!  On  December  9  a  few  more  were 
hanged. 

Later  I  went  through  the  prison.  It  was 
meant  for  2,400  prisoners,  but  4,300  are  jailed 
there.  The  American  public  does  not  ask  about 
the  reasons  for  this  cruel  crime.  It  believes  that 
all  those  in  jail  are  "bad  people"  and  is  satis- 
fied   with    that. 

It  does  not  see  that  the  economic  conditions 
which  cause  unemployment  bear  the  greatest  part 
of  the  guilt. 

All  the  prisoners  wear  the  same  grey  uni- 
forms. Thev  work  in  various  shops.  Every 
prisoner  has  to  do  a  certain  amount  of  work 
before   he   leaves  his  work   bench. 

All  the  prisoners  must  work  at  first  in  dirty, 
noisy  weaving  shops.  "Here  you  are  to  be 
cooked   to  a  pulp,"  say  the  prisoners. 

In  the  free  hours  they  may  play  football, 
baseball  or  smoke.  But  only  the  few  enjoy  these 
privileges,  those  prisoners  who  "behave,"  be- 
cause for  the  others  there  is  no  place  in  this 
overcrowded  prison.  They  crouch  in  the  court- 
yard, where  not  a  single  speck  of  green  is  to 
be  seen,  while  outside  the  beautiful  landscape 
blooms. 

The  most  dreadful  disciplinary  punishment 
is    the    dark     cell.       The    punishment    cells    are 


underground  Fresh  air  is  pumped  into  the 
corridor  from  the  outside  through  a  ventilator. 
Before  we  left  the  prison  the  guard  took  us 
to  the  death  cells  and  the  gallows.  A  day  be- 
fore the  prisoner  is  hung,  he  is  transferred  to 
the  death  cell,  a  large  wooden  cage  in  a  room 
controlled  from  all  sides.  In  this  room  there 
are  guards  day  and  night  to  see  to  it  that  the 
prisoner  does  not  do  himself  any  harm  and  steal 
the  privilege  of  the  law.  A  few  years  ago  a 
prisoner,    two   days   before    he    was   to   be   hung, 


The  gallows  in  action.    This  method  is  stilt  used 
in  California. 


tried  to  commit  suicide.  He  was  taken  to  the 
hospital,  carefully  cured  and  made  strong  and 
healthy  again.     Then  they  hung  him. 

In  the  same  room  there  is  a  compartment  in 
which  hangs  a  stock  of  ropes.  I  counted  about 
twenty  ropes.  A  heavy  weight  hung  on  each 
one  to  avoid  the  stretching  of  the  rope  at  the 
hanging.  Every  man  gets  his  own  rope,  which 
is  afterwards  burnt.  The  loop  is  knotted  with 
seven  rings.  It  is  called  the  "hangman's  knot." 
In  another  corner  of  the  room  is  an  har- 
monium. To  my  question  a  guard  answered: 
"There  are  prisoners  who  want  to  be  hung  with 
music.  Oh,  they  have  it  good,"  continued  the 
guard.  "Whatever  they  want  they  get.  One 
wants  jazz  music,  and  the  prison  organist  plays 
jazz  dances  for  him.  They  get  better  food 
than   we    guards,   even   chicken   dinners." 

I  went  into  the  cage.  On  the  table  blotter 
two  names  were  written  in  ink — Johnny  Malone 
and  Frenchy  Lapiere.  Both  had  been  hung  a  few- 
months  ago.  One  because  he  had  killed  his  wife, 
the  other  because  he  had  beaten  a  policeman.  One 
of  the  last  to  have  waited  in  this  cell  to  be 
hung  was  the    1 9-year  old   Edward   Hickman. 

A  sliding  door  separates  this  room  from  the 
execution  chamber,  in  which  the  gallows  are 
built.  A  stairway  leads  you  up  to  it.  It  has 
thirteen  steps.  Before  the  prisoner  goes  to  the 
gallows  his  arms  and  hands  are  bound  to  his 
body  and  when  he  stands  on  the  trap-door  of 
the  gallows  his  feet  are  bound.  This  is  done 
to  prevent  the  body  from  twisting  when  hung. 

Should  a  prisoner  become  unconscious  an- 
other contraption  is  ready  for  use.  A  black 
board  about  a  foot  wide  is  fastened  to  the  bonds 
which  tie  his  arms  and  tied  to  his  back  so  that 
his  body  remains  erect. 

Two  men  can  be  hung  at  the  same  time.  As 
soon  as  the  prisoner  steps  on  the  trap-door  a 
black  cape  is  thrown  over  him.  The  hangman 
places  the  loop  around  his  neck  and  draws  it 
fast  near  the  ears.  In  a  small  room  on  the 
platform  of  the  gallows  you  see  three  threads 
fastened  on  a  table  top.  One  of  them  is  fast- 
ened to  a  rope  weighted  by  an  iron  ball,  which 
lets  down  the  trap-door  on  which  the  prisoner 
stands  and  thrust  him  into  the  air.  Before  these 
three  threads  stand  three  guards  who,  at  the 
command,  cut  the  threads.  None  of  the  guards 
is  to  know  who  had  given  the  death  blow.  On 
the  table  can  be  seen  the  notches  of  many  ex- 
ecutions. 

The  guard  who  showed  me  about  told  me 
that  he  had  seen  many  executions. 

"In  what  conditions  are  the  people  when  they 
go  to  the  gallows?" 

"Good.  I  only  saw  a  few  unruly.  Most 
of  them  walk  up  the  thirteen  steps  very  erect." 
"Do  they  die  immediately?" 
"Hanging  is  a  wonderful  method,  much  more 
human  than  the  electric  chair.  In  one  moment 
his  neck  is  broken.  His  limbs  still  wiggl.\ 
that  lasts  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  minutes,  for 
that  reason  we  tie  his  arms  and  feet  with  bond', 
so  that  they  do  not  beat  around  but  they  do 
not  feel  that." 

As  we  left  the  prison  we  went  by  the  cells 
of  those  sentenced  to  death.  Before  every  cell 
— the  cells  are  only  narrow  square  holes  separ- 
ated from  the  corridor  by  a  lattice-work — hung 
a  flower  pot. 

Flower  pots,  chicken-dinners  and  gallows  with 
music — in  this  mixture  twentieth  century  civili- 
zation expresses  itself.  A  prisoner  sentenced  to 
death  winked  at  me,  another,  as  I  remained 
standing,  laughed  loudly. 

Before  the  prison  the  Golden  Gate  sp.irll  <<! 
in  endless  blue. 
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The  District  Organizers  of  the  I.  L.  D.  at  the  Convention:  (First  row,  left  to  right)  Sam  Nessin,  Neva  York;  Sarah  Wand,  Buffalo;  Mother  Bloor, 
Seattle;  Jenny  Cooper,  Philadelphia;  Robert  Zelms,  Boston;  Jack  Rose,  Cleveland;  (Second  row,  left  to  right)  Carl  Hacker,  Pittsburgh;  Clemens 
Forsen,   Superior;    Max   Salomon,    former    Pittsburgh    organizer;    Steve   Rubicki,    Chicago;    George   Saul,    Southern   District;    Arnold   Ziegler,    Detroit. 


TOWARD  A  FIRMER  BASIS 


THE  Fourth  National  Convention  of 
the  I.L.D.  marked  a  turning  point  in 
the  life  of  the  organization  both  ideo- 
logically and  organizationally.  The  com- 
position of  the  delegation,  coming  mainly 
from  the  most  important  industries — 
steel,  mining,  automobile,  textile — ten  per 
cent  of  whom  were  Negro  workers,  was 
in  itself  symbolic  of  the  present  period  of 
growing  class  battles.  The  convention  was 
fully  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  pres- 
ent period  makes  it  necessary  to  build  the 
I.  L.  D.  on  an  entirely  new  basis. 

This  was  shown  in  the  sharp  self-criti- 
cism which  marked  the  convention  discus- 
sions, when  the  past  errors  and  shortcom- 
ings were  pointed  out  and  steps  taken  to 
correct  them  as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  Resolution  on  Organization,  adopt- 
ed by  the  convention,  sharply  criticized 
the  past  looseness  in  the  organization  struc- 
ture, with  its  language  sections  function- 
ing practically  as  autonomous  defense  or- 
ganizations, with  hardly  any  roots  in  the 
shops,  factories,  mines  and  mills.  The  I. 
L.  D.  District  Committees,  the  City  Cen- 
tral Committees,  the  branches,  functioned, 
as  a  rule,  very  poorly;  the  dues  payments 
being  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  resolution,  likewise,  had  to  criti- 
cize our  past  methods  of  work  which  were 
confined  largely  to  committees  and  a  few 
individuals  and  did  not  involve  the  broad 
masses  of  workers  interested  in  the  defense 
activities.      The    failure    to   draw    Negro 


By   A.   Jakira 

workers  into  the  I.  L.   D.  was  especially 
subjected  to  sharp  criticism. 

The  convention,  however,  did  not  con- 
fine itself  to  self-criticism  alone.  It  laid 
down  definite  plans,  which,  if  put  into  ef- 
fect, will  remove  these  shortcomings  and 
will  build  the  I.  L.  D.  as  a  real  mass  or- 
ganization. It  adopted  a  new  constitution 
in  line  with  the  needs  of  the  present  peri- 
od. The  mere  fact  that  the  organization 
question  was  placed  as  a  special  point  on 
the  order  of  business  was  in  itself  a  recog- 
nition by  the  convention  of  the  importance 
of  paying  more  attention  to  organization 
problems  than  has  been  the  case  in  the 
past.  It  is  of  utmost  importance  that  the 
convention  decisions  be  put  into  effect  as 
energetically  as  possible.  The  tasks  con- 
fronting us  in  the  immediate  future,  in 
the  main,  are  as  follows: 

We  must  get  a  new  orientation  towards 
the  shop,  factories,  mines  and  mills.  Each 
District,  each  City  Central  Committee, 
each  branch,  must  place  this  question  on 
the  order  of  the  day  and  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  begin  the  building  of  our  de- 
fense machinery  in  the  shops  and  factories. 

The  membership  drive,  which  bv  con- 
vention decision,  was  extended  to  March 
ISth,  the  Anniversary  of  the  Paris  Com- 
mune, must  he  made  a  success  tin 
careful  planning  of  the  work  and  with  the 
orientation  towards  the  shops  and  factories. 


Special  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  per- 
secutions and  oppression  of  the  N 
workers  and  large  masses  of  Negroes  must 
be  drawn  into  the  I.  L.  D.  The  Resolu- 
tion on  Organization  adopted  bv  the  Con- 
vention sets  as  a  quota  at  least  twelve  thou- 
sand Negro  workers  as  members  of  the 
I.  L.  D.  by  March  18th.  We  must  com- 
bat any  manifestations  of  white  chauvin- 
ism inside  of  our  own  ranks  and  draw 
Negro  comrades  into  all  the  leading  com- 
mittees of  the  I.  L.  D. 

The  District  Committees,  the  City  l 
tral  Committees,  and  the  branches  must 
meet  regularly  and  must  draw  the  rank 
and  file  members  into  active  participation 
in  defense  work.  The  branches  must  pav 
special  attention  to  educational  work  which 
in  the  past  has  been  completely  neglected. 
The  district,  city  and  local  organizations 
and  the  branches  must  develop  more  ini- 
tiative in  meeting  difficult  situations,  which 
in  the  present  period  becomes  a  matter  oi 
vital  necessity. 

Immediate  steps  should  he  taken  to 
vince   the   nx  mizations   affiliated 

with  the  I.  L.  D.  on  a  collective  ba 
the  correctness  of  the  convention  dei 

•  iblish   a   definite    .: 
cent  per  member  per  month  and  a  sp 
drive    should    be    initiated    to    secure    more 
collective  affiliations  and  to  draw  these  col- 
lectively affiliated  organizations  into  active 
participation  in  the  I.  L.  D.  camp 
activities. 
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LABOR  DEFENDER 


SUB 

DRIVE 


Live   Labor  Defender  agents  of  competing  dis- 
tricts— Ray   Bascom   of  Detroit  and  Esther 
Decovny  of  Philadelphia. 

AFTER  the  1.  L.  D.  Conference  in  Pitts- 
burgh the  Laror  Deffnoer  sub  drive 
showed  decided  activity.  While  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  drive,  on  November  1  1,  to  December 
24,  1929 — a  period  of  about  six  weeks — only 
535  new  sub'  were  obtained,  during  the  last 
three  weeks  444J/2  subs  were  received  in  the  Na- 
tion 1 1  OfFire.  The  total  new  subs  (not  counting 
renewals)  obtained  from  the  beginning  of  the 
drive  to  January    18,    19  30,  is  977J/2. 

This  shows  that  our  activity  has  been  doubled. 
This,  of  course,  is  nowhere  near  enough.  The 
fact  that  many  branches,  and  even  districts,  are 
not  participating  in  this  drive,  shows  a  lack  of 
appreciation  of  the  important  role  the  Labor 
Dim  vdfr  plays  in  building  a  mass  class-struggle 
defense  organization.  The  time  demands  it  of 
us — the  increasing  economic  crisis,  bringing  with 
it  unemployment,  cuts  in  wages,  longer  hours, 
more  intensive  use  of  rationalization  an  there- 
fore more  unemployment.  This  is  a  time  of 
greater  class  struggles,  a  time  that  demands  a 
powerful  defense  organization  and  therefore  a 
powerful   organ  of  the  defense  movement. 

We   arc    still    far    from    our    goal    of    50,000 


readers,  of  which  25,000  are  to  be  subscribers, 
which  we  have  set  for  March  18,  1930,  Paris 
Commune  Anniversary.  Increased  activity,  every 
reader,  every  I.L.D.  member  into  the  drive,  will 
bring  us  closer  to  our  goal. 

District  Competition 
The  sub  standing  of  the  districts  in  competi- 
tion up  to  January   18  is: 

Detroit    (7)     185J4 

Philadelphia    (3)     92 

New    York    (2) 134- 

Chicago  (8)    70 

Branch   Competition 

Tom  Mooney   (Detroit)    Slj/i 

English    (Newark)     43 

West  Philadelphia  (Phila.)    2S 

Sacco-Vanzetti  (Chicago)    24 

Sacco-Vanzetti   (Detroit)    22 

Individual  Competition 
Helen  Rosenbaum  (Newark,  N.  J.)  .  .   43 

Esther  Decovny   (Phila.,  Pa.)    36 

Sarah   Wand    (Buffalo)    19 

Otto  Evanoff  (CampbelL,  O.)    IS 

Kasmansky    (Detroit)     14 

Grossman   (Detroit)    12 

S.  Xedes   (Detroit)    11 

Georgoulis    (Detroit)        I0yi 

L.  C.  Jarvis  (Los  Angeles)    10 

A.   Bikunin    (Flint,   Mich.) 10 

D.  McCarthy   (New  York)    10 

A.  Schneider  (New  York)    10 

THE   SOVIET   UNION  AND  PEACE.     With 

an  introduction  by  Henri  Barbusse.  Inter- 
national Publishers.  $2.25. 
THE  actions  of  the  Soviet  Union  toward 
peace  since  the  very  day  of  its  existence 
and  through  the  twelve  years  of  its  development 
have  been  recorded  in  the  hearts  of  the  toiling 
masses  of  both  the  East  and  the  West.  From  the 
issuance  of  the  call  to  the  warring  nations  on 
the  second   day   it  had   achieved   power,  to  cease 


activities,  through  the  hard  days  of  the  civil  war 
of  the  blockade  and  imperialist  intervention,  at 
Geneva  with  its  conclusive  proposal  of  complete 
disarmament,  to  the  recent  war  maneuvers  of  the 
imperialists  in  Manchuria,  the  Soviet  government 
has  shown  a  clear  record  of  straightforward  pro- 
posals and  actions,  free  of  the  hypocritical  phra- 
seology and  imperialist  intrigue  of  the  capitalist 
governments. 

The  recent  events  in  Manchuria  have  again 
brought  clearly  to  the  attention  of  workers  the 
world  over  the  extent  of  imperialist  intrigue  in 
China,  the  actual  mobilization  of  troops  and 
accumulation  of  ammunitions  —  in  which  the 
Yankee  imperialists  contributed  their  goodly 
share  of  airplanes.  From  the  creation  of  the 
buffer  states  along  the  European  frontier  of  the 
Soviet  Union  after  the  world  war,  continual 
secret  alliances  in  the  Balkans  manipulated  by 
French  and  British  imperialists,  the  British  in- 
trigue in  Afghanistan,  Persia  and  Arabia,  the 
fortifying  of  India,  there  has  grown  and  is  now 
steadily  growing  the  net  of  war  alliances  and 
preparations,  directed  against  the  Soviet  Unu.n, 
which  may  at  any  day  be  set  into  motion. 

To  those  who  have  followed  step  by  step  the 
penetrations,  conferences,  treaties  and  provoca- 
tions of  the  leading  imperialist  powers  and  their 
pawns,  the  smell  of  powder  and  poison  gas  is 
very  strong.  It  is  in  the  face  of  these  provo- 
cations and,  many  times,  open  attacks  that  the 
Soviet  Government  has  appealed  to  the  masses 
of  the  world  not  to  go  to  war  to  kill  fellow- 
workers,  no  matter  of  what  country,  has  dem- 
onstrated through  its  official  dealings  with  the 
imperialist  powers — from  Brest-Litovsk  to  Man- 
churia— the  double-faced  "peace"  gestures  of 
these  powers. 

To  read  all  the  documents  of  the  Soviet 
Government  issued  in  relation  to  peace  and  dis- 
armament, collected  in  International  Publishers 
book  "The  Soviet  Union  and  Peace,"  keeping 
in  mind  the  actual  situations,  is  an  education, 
not  only  in  Soviet  peace  policy,  but  also  in  im- 
perialist   war   policy. 

These  documents,  which  every  worker  can 
read  for  himself,  are  historic  records  of  sincere 
strivings  for  peace.  Reading  them,  one  becomes 
all  the  more  convinced  by  contrast  and  from 
experience,  that  the  imperialist  powers  would 
and  could  not  ever  subscribe  to  them,  that  the 
Soviet  Union  is  deserving  of  the  full  power  of 
defense  that  can  be  given  bv  the  working  masses 
of  the  world. 

— Sol  Auerrach. 
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Smash  Capitalist  Justice  and  Tyranny! 
Break  the  Bosses9  Armed  Attack! 


ADD  YOUR  STRENGTH 


AND  HELP 


Masses  of  militant  workers  are  in  class  struggle  and  are  fighting 

against  the  persecution  of  the  bosses  and  their  government! 

The  Southern  Workers  are  marching  fearlessly  forward! 


MORE  MILLIONS  OF   WORKERS   MUST  MOBILIZE  TO 

SAVE  their  persecuted  comrades  from  prison  death  and  fascist  gangs! 

FREE  the  7  Gastonia  Prisoners,  Saylors,  Saul,  Graham,    Shifrin   and   their    fellow  workers! 

INCREASE  the  class  militancy  and  resistance  of  the  worker-masses! 

Break  the  Bosses1  Terror  Offensive  in  U.S.A.,  Mexico,  Latin  America 
Mobilize  at  Once!— Protest!— Rush  Funds! 

GOALS  SET  FOR  MARCH   18,  1930,  PARIS  COMMUNE  ANNIVERSARY 

1.  Millions  of  workers  mobilized  to  smash  the  boss  terror.  3.   $50,000  for  defense   (Also  publicity,  literature,  or- 

2.  30,000  new  members,  12,000  of  them  Negro  work-  ganization). 

ers.  4.    5,000  new  affiliated  organizations. 

5.   50,000    readers,    25,000    subscribers    for    LABOR  DEFENDER. 

Give  I.  L.  D.  Campaign  Program 

at   least    75c — one   cent   for   EACH    of    the    following  [,    Hold    mass    protest    meetings    and    demonstrations 

defendants   and   victims:  everywhere. 

1.  CD.  baylors                                                        rerjury  £.    Build  up  immense  conferences,  as  broad  as  possible, 

2.  C.  D.  Saylors                                   "Murder"  frame-up  representing  factory  committees,  all  unions,  work- 

3.  George  Saul                                                      Rioting,  etc.  erg>    soaet]eS)    Negro,    youth,    women,    cooperative 

4.  Stephen  Graham              Inciting  Negroes  to  Rebellion  organizations,  etc. 
5-11.  Gastonia  Appeal — Pioneers   in   Southern  Struggle 

12-36.   Mexico                                                 White  Terror  3.   Carry  defense  struggles  into  shops,  mills,  mines,  etc. 

37.  William  Shifrin                   "Murder,"  Self-Defense  Enroll    members,   collect    funds,   get   subscribers   to 

38.  Caudle  (Lumberton)                                Rioting,  etc.  LABOR   DEFENDER,  build  the  sinews  of  class 
38-47.  Tapolcsany  and  9  other  deportation  cases.  war- 

48-52.  Martins  Ferry  Sedition  +    Organize  collections  in  shops  and  factories,  streets, 

53-57.  Yuca.pa  Women  Sed.tion  house  tQ  ^^   jp   workers>  and   other  svmpathetic 

58-60.  Bethlehem  Sedition  organizations. 

61-62.    Philadelphia  Sedition  6 

63-65.  Chicago  Sedition  5.   Arrange   for  city-wide   and   branch   affairs  to  raise 

66-75.  Illinois  Miners  On  Strike  funds.      Ask   sympathetic   groups   to    do   the   same. 

Many  of  these  cases  come  up  before  February  1.  6.   Rush  in  all   funds  on  the  coupon  books  issued  in 

More  BEFORE  FEBRUARY  15.  December.     Use  up  all  these  books. 

™.^  n  a  onJ^ff1  »bno°i^^  TM^r(£   ]?'  t    i        i  ,  '  •  Each  branch  and  local  set  itself  a  quota  to  be  raised 

THE  GASTONIA  APPEAL  in  N.  C.  court  April  1.  ,  .  FFR    ,n   MAPrH  i    marphis 

WE  MUST  HAVE  AMPLE  FUNDS  AT  ONCE.  b>  FLB>  ^  MARCH  I,  MARCH  18. 

8.  Organize    wide    mass    tag-days — FEB.     1    and    2; 

—    — ,  FEB.  22  and  23;  MARCH  15  and  16. 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE, 

80  E.  11th  Street    New  York,  N.  Y.  9-   Conduct    factory-district   and    worker-neighborhood 

_          _  parades.     Use  signs,  posters,  trucks,  autos;  distribute 

Dear  Comrades:  ,     a           .              ,,   r .        •    ,                     ,. 

I  leaflets,  take  up  collections  in  boxes  or  on  lists. 

Enclosed  is  $ 

as  a  contribution  in  the  drive  to  break  the  bosses'  in-   Get  new  members,  sell  more  dues  stamps,  get  sub- 

terror  offensive,  $                                     of  the  amount  <cribers   t0   thc    LABOR    DEFENDER,    push    the 

being  for  each  of  the  cases  listed  aboL  I                     P^g"   to   the    PRISONERS     AND     DEFEND- 

ANTS    I UND,    increase    the    affiliations    and    thc 

Name  .         —,.     .        f 

...  i                     ner-capita   affiliation    tees. 

Address  '           ' 
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A  breadline  in  New    York  Cit\       This  line  i-   (.   blocks  ling,  on 
|^^^       1st   Street,    between    Second   and    run    Air     II  kiu 

•o,  old  and  young — . ••  m  on 

tins  lint  aloi. 

J .11 :    o/      '■<  ■■line. 


Photo  I.    I) 


Nicholas  Peters,  shoe-worker,  brutally  beaten 
by  police  in  Boston  unemployed  march. 


ALL  over  the  country  the  breadlines  lengthen.  In  the 
tightly  censored  capitalist  press  hundreds  of  jobless 
suicides  are  reported.  Starvation  stalks  among  the  workers 
as  the  bosses  stuff  their  pockets  with  swollen  profits.  For 
the  crisis  of  world  capitalism  breeds  unemployment. 

Nor  is  unemployment  and  the  fight  against  it  restricted  to  America.  The  spectre  of  mass 
jobless  armies  reaches  its  bony  fingers  into  all  capitalist  lands. 

The  working  class  will  not  stand  by  with  folded  arms  as  unemployment   ravages   it-   r.mks. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  Communist  Parties  in  all  countries,  the  employed  and  unem- 
ployed are  being  mobilized  for  a  huge  international  action  to  culminate  on  March  6th  in  a 
mishu  demonstration  for  work  or  unemployment  relief  paid  by  the  capitalist  states  out  <>t  the 
countless  profits  wrung   from  the  exploitation  of  the  worker-. 

There   are    more   than    7,000,000   unemployed  in  the  United  States,  with  the  numb 
ing  at  the  rate  of  between  200,000  to  300,000    per  month,  according  to  the  rep.rt>  of  the  1' 
partment  of  Labor  in  December. 

While  President  Hoover,  and  his  lickspittle   secretary  of  Labor,  Davis,  try  to  slur  over  the 
growing  mass  unemployment  by  issuing  fake  figures,    the   truth    is    that   the    number    of    jot 
mounts  daily. 

This  was  brought  out  by  the  report  of  Frances  Perkins,  Commissioner  of  Labor  for  the 
State  of  New  York,  who  said  that  unemployment  in  New  York  for  January  was  worse  than  at  any 
time  since  1914.  Francis  Jones,  director  of  the  United  States  Emplovment  Service,  testifying 
before  the  House  Immigration  Committee  in  Washington,  on  January  31,1  :  that  unem- 

plovmcnt  was  general  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

j  the  people  in  this  line 

thrown  o" 

I 
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industry  lias  cut  production  15  to  20  per 
cent.  There  is  no  end  of  the  crisis  in 
sight.  In  fact,  the  future  promises  a 
sharpening  of  the  crash.  Even  now  the 
hosses  are  introducing  more  speed-up  meth- 
ods so  that  they  can  raise  production  and 
still  fasten  permanent  mass  unemploy- 
ment on  the  backs  of  the  workers. 

The  crisis  in  the  United  States  has 
deepened  the  world  crisis.  There  is  mass 
rnemployment  in  nearly  all  capitalist  lands. 
In  Germany  there  are  over  3,500,000 
jobless;     in     Great     Britain     more     than 

"SEND  IT  TO  HOOVER,"  called,  one  of  the 
unemployed  workers  waiting  on  the  bread  line 
shown  below,  when  this  picture  was  taken.   They 

had  their  fill  of  "Hoover  prosperity." 
(  Left)   A  Negro  and  white  worker  on  the  bread 
line.     Only  by  solidarity  between  the  workers  of 
all  races  can  we  do   away  with   unemployment. 
Photos:   Hnrry   Cnnnes 


Then  came  the  doctored  statement  of 
the  boss-supporting  Wm.  Green,  president 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  in 
which  he  was  forced  to  admit  that  con- 
trary to  Hoover's  and  Davis's  claim,  un- 
employment was  "rowing  in  the  ranks  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L. 

The  A.  F.  of  L.  report  showed  that 
19  per  cent  of  the  union  members  were 
workless  in  January  compared  to  16  per 
cent  in  December.  In  the  building  trades 
over  3S  per  cent  were  reported  unem- 
ployed. Fifty  per  cent  is  a  more  correct 
figure.  This  would  bring  the  out-of- 
work  in  the  A.  V.  of  I.,  alone  t<>  over 
7(111,0(1(1. 

The  mass  unemployment  in  the  United 
States  is  based  nil  the  sharp  crisis  of  Amer- 
ican imperialism.  The  building  industry 
has  slumped  to  over  21  per  cent  below 
1928,  and  14  per  cent  below  1929.  Auto- 
mobile production  dropped  SO  per  cent 
from    August   t"    December,     The   steel 


2,500,000;  in  Japan  over  500,000;  m 
Austria  more  than  500,000.  Mass  un- 
employment is  rife  in  Canada,  Czecho- 
slovakia, Australia,  China  and   Argentina. 

In  the  United  States  Unemployed 
Councils  are  being  organized  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Trade  Union  Unit} 
League  to  unite  the  struggles  of  the  un- 
employed and  employed  workers  for  relict 
and  against  the  efforts  of  the  bosses  to 
use  the  jobless  workers  as  a  lever  for  cut- 
ting wages. 

Militant  unemployed  demonstrations 
have   been    held    in    Detroit,    Boston,    Kut- 


Pattei 


Pontiac, 


falo,      Cleveland 

Bridgeport,    Philadelphia    and    Milwaukee. 

Hut  these  are  preparations  tor  the  big- 
ger demonstration  to  take  place  on  March 
6.  On  that  date,  throughout  the  world 
millions  of  jobless  will  march  demanding 
adequate  unemployment  relief. 

In  the  United  States,  the  7,000,000 
are  bcintr  mobilized  to  fight  for: 


1 .  Complete  insurance  against  unem- 
ployment, to  be  provided  for  by  the  gov- 
ernment, financed  by  taxes  on  income,  in- 
heritance and  profits,  without  any  excep- 
tions or  disqualifications,  as  well  as  imme- 
diate unemployment  relief.  Absolute  equal- 
ity of  Negro  and  white  workers. 

2.  Abolition  of  private  employment 
agencies;  the  establishment  of  free  em- 
ployment agencies,  administered  by  the 
workers'   representatives. 

3.  Establishment  of  the  seven-hour  day, 
and  five  day  week.  No  overtime.  Abo- 
lition of  the  speed-up  system;  prohibition 
of  the  employment  of  children  of  15 
years  of  age  and  under.  Abolition  of 
evictions  for  non-payment  of  rents  by  the 
unemployed. 

4.  Defense  of  the  Soviet  Union.  This 
is  a  central  political  demand  of  the  work- 
ing class.  Recognition  of  the  Soviet  Union 
would  alleviate  unemployment  through 
the  development  of  increased  volume  of 
trade  which  the  Soviet  Union  would  place 


Photo:    Israel    Prftger 

Arthur   Barboza,   he  Inn    tin     Boston   State   House, 
-."here  he  and  9  other  woi  i . 

lending  jobless   march, 

in   the    U.  S.   if   "normal"   relations  wen 

established. 

Mobilize    on    March    (>    for    the    light 
for  work  or  wages  and  against  en  pita/ion' 
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THE  COMMUNE  MARCHES  OX 


IT  has  become  traditional  for  the  French 
proletariat  to  honor  the  memor)  ot  the 
fighters  for  the  revolution  which  com- 
menced upon  tin  18th  of  March,  1871, 
with  meetings  ami  demonstrations,  ami 
towards  tin-  end  ot  Ma)  to  march  to  the 
graves  of  the  murdered  Communards,  the 
victims  of  the  terrible  "Maj  Week,"  and 
there  laj  wreathes  ami  to  take  once  again 
the  oath,  "to  tight  and  to  work  tireless!} 
for  the  final  victor)  of  their  ideas,  tor  the 
final  carrying  out  of  their  great  legacy." 

Win  do  the  winkers  not  onl)  oi  I'  rami 
but  of  the  whole  world  honor  the  fighters 
ot  the  Paris  Commune  as  their  predeces- 
sors?  .  .  . 

The  Commune  sprung  up  sponta- 
neously. No  on<  planned  and  organized 
it.  The  ill-starred  war  with  Germany, 
the  sufferings  during  the  siege  of  Paris, 
unemployment  amongst  tin  workers,  tin 
ruin  of  the  petty-bourgeoisie,  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  masses  against  the  upper  classes 
and  the  authorities  who  had  proved  their 
complete  incompetence,  deep  ferment  in 
the  working  class,  the  dissatisfaction  of  tlu 
workers  with  their  situation  and  then  ef- 
forts for  the  establishment  ot  a  new  social 
order,  the  reactionar)  composition  of  tlu 
National  Assembl)  which  aroused  fears 
for  the  safet)  of  the  Republic,  all  thes< 
factors  and   main    more  combined  to  driw 


By  V.  I.  Lknin 

the  population  of  Paris  to  the  Resolution 
of  the  ISth  of  March  which  placed  the 
power  in  tlu  hands  of  the  National  Guard, 
in  the  hands  of  the  working  class.  .  .  . 

The    workers    alone    remained    loyal    to 
the  Commune  to  the  last  The  French 

proletariat  fought  fearlessl)  ami  tirelessl) 
for  their  government,  thc\  alone,  the 
workers,  fought  and  died  for  it,  i.e.,  tor 
the  cause  of  the  emancipation  of  the  work- 
ing class,  and  a  better  future  for  all  toilers. 

Bourgeois  SOciet)  could  no  longer  sleep 
whilst  the  red  Hag  of  the  proletariat  waved 
over  the  Town  Hall  of  Paris.  Ami  then 
finall)  the  organized  forces  ot  the  gov- 
ernment succeeded  in  breaking  the  resist- 
ance of  the  badl)  organized  force-,  ot  tin 
resolution,  then  the  Generals  who  had 
been  hopeless!)  defeated  In  the  Germans, 
but  who  were  Mill  courageous  enough  to 
fight  against  their  own  badl)  armed  fellow 
Countrymen,  organized  a  massacre  in   Paris 

unexampled  in  history.  Approximate!) 
50,000  Parisians  wen  murdered  outright 
b\  the  brutalized  soldiery.     About  45,000 

were    arrested,    main    ot    thest    being    later 

executed  and  thousands  sentenced  to  hard 
labor  and  deportation.     Paris  lost  100,000 

persons    including    the    best    Workers 

trades  and  professions. 


The  memon  of  tin  fighters  of  tin  Paris 
Commune  is  honored  not  onl)  bv  the 
Fnnch  workers,  hut  b\  tin  workers  all 
over  the  world.  For  tin  Commune  did 
not  fight  lor  .!  local  or  even  a  national 
cause,  hut  tor  tile  freedom  ot  the  whole 
of   the   toilers  all    over  the    world,    tor   the 

humiliated  *  irkers  ol  ill  countries.  The 
Communt  is  .,  glorious  memor)  every- 
where, when  workers  an  suffering  and 
fighting  for  freedom.  I  he  lite  and  death 
of  the  Commune,  tin  sight  of  the  workers 
government  which  seized  and  held  the 
world  tow  ii  Pans  in  its  hands  lor  over  two 
months,  the  memor)  ot  the  hei 
gle    of    the     proletariat    and     its    siiti 

in    defeat,    all    tin-  •    strengthened 

the  spirit   ot    millions  ot    workers,   aroused 

their    hopes    and    draws    their    sympathies 

towards  socialism.      The   thunder  ot    the 

cannon   around    P  •    ned   the 

ward  sections  ••)  tin   proletariat  from  thcii 

long  slci p  .in. 

revolutionar)     s,*,.dist    propaganda. 

this  reason,   tin    Commune 
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ii3  WORKERS   FACE 


Yetta    Stromberg,     \9-year-olii    Communist,    sen/en 
maximum  in    Yucaipa  children's  camp 

ONE  hundred  and  thirteen  workers  are 
today  facing  1,105  years  imprison- 
ment, more  than  eleven  centuries  of  time, 
as  a  result  of  the  American  employing 
class  effort  to  halt  the  class  struggle  march 
of  labor  in  this  country. 

This  persecution  develops  under  the  anti- 
labor  campaign  launched  with  the  use  of 
the  so-called  anti-sedition,  or  criminal  syn- 
dicalism laws,  that  were  brought  into  being 
as  "emergency  legislation"  during  the 
years  of  intense  working  class  unrest  and 
discontent  immediately  following  the 
world  war. 

The  increasing  attacks  of  the  employers 
and  their  government  now  definitely  dev- 
elops into  a  vicious  nation-wide  onslaught 
with  the  clearly  intended  object  of  seek- 
ing to  crush  all  labor's  class  struggle  or- 
ganizations and  thus  paralyze  the  resistance 
and  gag  the  discontent  of  the  whole  work- 
ing class.  Thus  the  master  class  seeks 
to  outlaw  the  growing  radicalization  oJ 
the  working  class,  to  stifle  the  demands  of 
the  jobless,  to  mask  its  war  preparations 
and  hostile  maneuvers  against  the  Soviet 
Union. 

This  situation  confronts  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Defense  with  new,  tremen- 
dous tasks  as  clearly  outlined  in  the  deci- 
sions of  the  fourth  National  Convention 
at  Pittsburgh. 


:ed    lo     10    years 
case. 


The  wholesale  arrest  and  imprisonment 
of    workers    in     Michigan    (Pontiac    and 
Detroit),  including  Fred  Beal,  recently  re- 
eased  on  extortionate  bail   from  the  tex- 
tile mill  owners'  prison  at  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,    following   the  class  verdict  and 
brutal    sentences    in    the    Gastonia    Trial, 
has    dramatized    before     the    workers    of 
the     whole     nation    the     drastic     use     that 
being      made      of      clearly      conceived 
laws  in   the   drive  to  ille- 
galize    the    growing   acti- 
vities of  the  class  struggle 
unions    being    carried    on 
under     the      banners     of 
the    Trade    Union    Unity 
League,    to    organize    the 
unorganized,  especially  in 
the  basic  industries. 

The  outstanding  issues 
involved  in  the  Gastonia 
persecution,  which  re- 
mains the  attack  on  the 
workers  of  the  South  car- 
ried on  by  the  employing 
class  under  the  leadership 
of  the  textile  mill  million- 
aires, now  face  the  work- 
ing class  nationally  in  an 
ever-sharper  form  as  a 
result  of  this  developing 
and  advancing  wave  of  the  ruling  class 
offensive,  which  is  buttressed  by  mass  de- 
portations, as  one  phase  of  the  growing 
attack  on  foreign-born  workers;  whole- 
sale arrests  on  minor  charges  as  the  result 
of  the  most  elemental  activities  of  workers 
(5,905  arrests  in  the  two-year  period, 
1928-1929;  595  arrests  during  January, 
1930)  ;  murderous  police  attacks  on  work- 
ers meetings,  picket  lines  and  demonstra- 
tions (the  shooting  down  of  Ella  May, 
Steve  Katovis  and  others),  and  a  new 
wave  of  lynchings  against  Negroes! 

The  International  Labor  Defense  has 
continually  pointed  out  that  the  victory  of 
the  textile  barons  in  North  Carolina's 
courts  would  be  immediately  echoed  in  the 
nation-wide  offensive  of  the  employing 
class,  especially  in  the  basic  industries. 

The  sentencing  of  the  seven  Gastonia 
strikers  and  organizers  to  117  years  im- 
prisonment was  a  major  defeat  for  the 
whole  American  working  class.  Since  these 
sentences  imposing  a  living  death  on  the 
convicted  textile  workers  were  pronounced 
(October  21,  1929)  in  North  Carolina, 
the  employing  class  has  advanced  on  num- 
erous fronts  (  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michi- 
gan, Illinois,  California)  with  the  criminal 
syndicalist  laws,  nn  the  statute  books  oi 
35  states,  at  the  chief   weapon  ol   the  at- 

t.M    k. 


By  J.  Louis 


from  the  steel  area  of 
Woodlawn,  Pa.,  a  strong- 
hold of  the  infamous  Jones  and  Laughlin 
Steel  Corp.,  the  three  workers  Muselin,  Re- 
setar  and  Zima  have  been  sent  to  prison  for 
five  year  terms.  One  week  after  the 
Gastonia  sentences  (October  28,  1929) 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  presided 
over  by  William  Howard  Taft,  cynically 
refused  to  even  consider  their  appeal.  One 
month  later,  November  28,  the  same 
Supreme  Court  again  refused  to  review 
the  case  and  the  three  workers  were  caged 
away  in  the  worst  prison  hell-hole  of 
Western  Pennsylvania.  Brutal  and  bloody 
"Jones  and  Laughlin"  tyranny  still  rules 
at  Woodlawn,  seeking  to  profit  by  the 
security  that  the  Manville-Jenckes  Corpor- 
ation feels  at  Gastonia,  North  Carolina. 

Three  days  after  the  Gastonia  verdict 
and  sentence,  the  trial,  conviction  and  sen- 
tence to  as  high  as  ten  years'  imprisonment, 
of  the  five  women,  including  Yetta  Strom- 
berg, arrested  at  the  Yucaipa,  California, 
Children's  Camp  were  rushed  through  to 
their  inevitable  conclusion.  "Open  Shop" 
Los  Angeles  had  scored  another  "triumph." 
The  Los  Angeles  Chambei  of  Commerce 
and  its  poisonous  anti-labor  mouthpiece, 
The  Times,  claimed  another  victory. 

The  Gastonia  persecution  ushered  in  the 
campaign  launched  against  the  Communist 
Party  in  Chicago,  with  the  arrest  of  8 
of  its  leading  officials  on  sedition  charges 
and  imprisonment  on  extreme  bail.  This 
effort  to  outlaw  the  Communist  Party  in 
the  Chicago  District  of  heavy  industry  is 
bulwarked  by  26  additional  warrants  for 
the  arrest  of  other  active  militant  workers 
on  sedition  charges.  These  warrants  may 
be  served  at  any  time. 

The  Gastonia  verdict  was  the  signal  for 
the  capitalist  state  officialdom  in  Michigan 
to  refuse  to  make  any  move  for  the  dismis- 
sal of  the  seven-year  old  sedition  cases 
growing  out  of  the  arrests  (August  21, 
1922)  of  numerous  delegates  attending 
the  Communist  Part)'  convention  at  Bridge- 
man,  resulting  in  the  indictment  of  75  in- 
dividuals. The  court  still  holds  the  $10,000 
bail  provided  for  C.  E.  Ruthenberg,  al- 
though he  has  been  dead  for  nearly  three 
years.  Ruthenberg  was  under  a  10"year 
prison  sentence  when  he  died.  Thus  the 
court  seeks  its  revenge.  These  seven-year 
old  charges  may  be  brought  into  court  tot 
trial  at  any  moment. 

The  same  anti-sedition  law  is  again 
being  used  in  Michigan  to  send  workers 
to  prison  for  long  terms.  It  is  the  weapon 
ol  the  automobile  profiteers  against  the  ris- 
ing discontent  of  the  slaves  oi  then  as- 
sembly  lines. 
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no5  YEARS  IN  PRISON 


Engdahl  (  >ne      month      after      the 

( iastonia  \  erdii  i  thi  prose- 
cutors doing  the  bidding  i  I  mill 
imi  coal  mine  owners  of  Belmont  County, 
Ohio,  were  read)  to  go  through  th<  faro 
of  a  trial  that  resulted  in  the  conviction 
and  sentence  to  ten  years  imprisonment  of 
Charles  Gmnii,  of  the  National  Minns' 
Union,  Tom  Johnson,  Trade  Union  Unity 
League  organizer  and  Lil  Andrews,  Dis- 
trict Organizer  of  the  Young  Communist 
I  igue.  The  stacked  jurj  "deliberated" 
five  minutes  before  bringing  in  this  out- 
rageous verdict.  The  "crime"  had  con- 
sisted of  distributing  leaflets  and  speaking 
at  the  mill  gates.  Similar  cha  linst 
other  workers  are  still  pending. 

In  Newark,  New  Jersey,  nine  workers 

were  arrested  when  police  raided  the  local 
headquarters  of  the  Communist  Party, 
where  an  unemployed  meeting  was  in  pro- 
gress. They  are  all  charged  with  sedition, 
eight  of  the  workers  being  held  under 
$10,000  bail  each  and  the  other  under 
$16,000. 

Sedition  cases  are  pending  in  Philadel- 
phia against  workers  some  of  whom  are 
merely  charged  with  distributing  "Vote 
Communist"  leaflets  in  the  election  cam- 
paign. The  worker,  Lazar,  in  the  second 
week  after  the  Gastonia  verdict,  was  ar- 
rested while  speaking  at  an  open  air  meet- 
ing on  the  eve  of  the  November  election, 
and  charged  with  sedition. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  czardom  of  Charles 
M.  Schwab,  the  head  of  the  Bethlehem 
Steel  Corporation  that  was  exposed  as  lead- 
ing in  the  propaganda  campaign  for  more 
and  larger  battleships,  the  workers,  Mur- 
doch, Burlak  and  Brown  are  facing  sedi- 
tion charges. 

In  the  great  industrial  area  centered 
about  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  including  a 
Ford  Auto  Plant,  the  workers,  Pelz  and 
Holmes  are  charged  with  sedition  for  dis- 
tributing leaflets. 

In  the  Farrell,  Pennsylvania,  steel  dis- 
trict sedition  charges  still  stand  against  the 
workers  Kovacovich,  Radas,  Marich  and 
Sarich. 

The  I.  I..  I).  was  successful  in  com- 
pletely repelling  these  attacks  in  the  an- 
thracite coal  area  centering  about  Wilkes- 
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Banc    Pennsylvania,   and    in   the   coppei 
minir  Northern    M 

I  he  repeated  onslaughts  against 
undei  covei  >l  th  i  sedition  laws  how- 
ever, has  not  been  consid  riousl) 
h  and  as  a  result  th<  I  of  the 
working  class  have  not  been  mol 
sufficiently  and  effectively  to  resisi  them. 
The  steel,  auto,  coal,  textile  barons, 
through  their  courts  and  prosecutors  in 
seeking  victims  anion-  the  militant  workers 
in  the  mills,  factories  and  mines  that  they 
control,  arc  not  compelled  to  prove  the 
advocacy  of  any  prohibited  crime.  It  is 
not  even  necessary  to  prove  membership  in 
any  proscribed  organization.  In  the  Mi- 
chigan case  the  mere  fact  that  militant 
workers  were  "assembling  with"  each 
other  became  sufficient  basis  for  tii 
dition  charges  and  the  imposition  of  the 
ten  years  sentence  on  Ruthenberg. 

Here  is  a  new  method  of  legal  oppres- 
sion, carrying  extreme  penalties,  that  has 
been  declared  ''constitutional"  by  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court.  The  per- 
iod of  the  court  struggle  against  these 
viciously  anti-labor  laws,  seeking  to  de- 
clare them  unconstitutional,  is  definitely 
ended. 

Mass  protest  by  ever  broader  sections  of 
the  working  class  must  be  exerted  to  crip- 
ple and  defeat  this  growing  drive  to  jam 
the  prisons  with  the  most  militant  fighters 
of  the  working  class  doomed  to  long 
terms  of  years  in  capitalism's  bastilles. 

While  the  International  Labor  Defense- 
organizes  the  struggle  in  support  of  work- 
ers seized  and  dragged  into  court  under 
these  anti-labor,  open  shop  laws,  it  | 
the  national  campaign  inauguarated  by 
the  Communist  Partv  for  the  repeal  of 
the  various  criminal  syndicalist,  criminal 
anarchist  and  anti-sedition  laws.  It  will 
join  the  United  Front  organized  to  create 
mass  agitation  for  the  repeal  of  these  laws 
that  are  not  merely  directed  against  the 
Communist  Party,  but  are  weapons  of  the 
ruling  class  oppression  directed  against  the 
working  class  as  a  whole. 

Where  these  laws  exist,  but  where  there 
is  no  initiative  and  referendum  as  a  means 
of  fighting  them,  tin-  mass  movement 
their  repeal  must  take  other  forms,  which 
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UNEMPLOYMENT  and  the  NOOSE 


THL  relationship  between  mass  un- 
ployment  and  the  activities  of  the 
lynch-noose  and  the  burning  stake,  is  as 
close  as  the  union  between  Wall  Street 
and  the  White  House. 

Six    millions    of    unemployed    workers, 
white  and   Negro,   walk   hungrj    through 


H\  Joseph  North 

the  streets.  They  are  wear)  and  bitter 
with  the  lies  telegraphed  throughout  the 
nation  from  the  White  House,  of  "increas- 
ing employment,"  of  "basically  sound  con- 
ditions." 

The  bosses,  knowing  and  tearing  the 
rising:  rebelliousness,  have  whipped  up  their 
ally,  lynch  spirit,  in  the  South,  where  the 
Negro  and  white  masses  suffer  most  deeply. 

Mass  unemployment  and  lynching  grin 
like  death  heads  out  of  the  White  House 
at  Washington  where  Hoover  and  his  mil- 
lionaire advisers  prattle  of  increasing  em- 
ployment  while  bread  lines  grow. 

Glance  at  the  bloody  record  since  the 
New  Year,  1930,  brought  on  its  mass 
misery  of   unemployment: 

Jimim      Levine,     Negro     worker     of 
Ocilla,  Ga.,  burned  at  the  stake. 

Care\  Gunn,  21  years  old,  of  Bolivar, 
Tenn.,  sentenced  to  death  on  a  rape  charge 
after  the  jury  deliberated  ONE  minute. 

Laura  Weed,  65-year-old  Negro  woman 
lynched  in  Salisbury,  N.  C. 

The  electrocution  of  a  Negro  woman  in 
"chivalrous"  Alabama. 

Andrew  Turner,  of  Chester,  Pa.,  Ne- 
gro militant  worker,  held  on  a  murder 
charge  because  of  a  motor  accident  for 
which  he  was  not  to  blame  in  the  least. 

David  Locke,  Wilmington,  N.  C,  Ne- 
gro worker,  tortured  into  a  "confession," 
which  he  later  repudiated,  that  he  commit- 
ted  murder  and   attempted   a   rape. 

F'ortv  Negroes  arrested  in  Reidsville, 
N.  C,  for  an  alleged  rape. 

Sam  Bozeman,  of  Chatanooga,  Tenn., 
held  in  prison  on  charge  of  felonious  as- 
sault of  Arthur  Swope,  white  watchman 
of  the  Somerville  Iron  Workers,  even 
though  the  injured  man  failed  to  identif) 
the  Negro  as  his  assailant. 

In  the  South,  the  age-old  battle-cry  ot 
the  lecherous  land-owners,  "Rape!"  is 
used  as  the  excuse  for  hitching.  In  man) 
cases  the  rape  exists  only  in  the  imagina- 
tion of  hysterical  women.  In  others,  the 
assailant  is  entirely  unknown,  whether 
white  or  Negro,  as  most  attempted  rape 
eases  occur  in  the  dark.  Hut  the  Negro  is 
always  blamed. 

The  bosses'  press  thunder  and  invite  to 
lynch.  "Any  nigger  will  do  to  burn  at 
the  stake,"  the  Southern  employer  says. 
He  knows  his  program.  It  is  to  build  a 
barrier  between  the  white  and  black  masses 
in  the  South — between  native  and  foreign 
born  workers  on  the  West  Coast  where 
two  Filipino  workers  were  killed  and  20 
wounded  by  Klansmen  ami  Legionnaires 
last   month.     Thus  be  attempts  to  turn  one 
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against  the  other  tor  his  own  benefit — 
and  safet) . 

But  the  day  is  fast  approaching  when 
no  longer  will  such  planned  horrors  as  the 
burning  of  Jimmy  Levine,  of  Ocilla, 
ever  occur.  No  longer  will  the  papers 
have  occassion  to  print  such  details  as — 

"Sheriff  Tyler  and  his  deputies  had  lo- 
cated the  Negro  in  Mystic  after  an  all 
night  search.  ...  In  the  center  of  the 
town  the  mob  met  the  officers  and  de- 
manded the  Netrro. 

"With  the  prisoner  in  their  hands,  the 
mob  set  out  for  the  scene  of  the  crime 
one  hundred  miles  away.  Later  the  bod) 
was  found  on  a  blazing  pyre  of  logs.  Re- 
ports said  that  the  Negro  was  beaten  and 
his  throat  cut,  after  which  the  pyre  was 
built.  The  logs  and  clothing  of  the  Negro 
were  saturated  with  gasoline  and  a  match 
applied.  .  .  ." — (The  Charlotte  Observer.) 

For  the  doctrine  of  no  race  discrimina- 
tion, of  race  equality,  the  idea  of  a  united 
working  class  of  all  races,  strong  enough 
to  control  and  direct  their  own  destiny — 
as  in  the  Union  of  Socialist  Soviet  Re- 
publics— is  gaining  ground.  The  program 
of  the  International  Labor  Defense,  of 
the  Communist  Party  and  the  Trade 
Union  Unity  League  is  being  adopted  by 
greater  and  greater  sections  of  workers 
of  all  races. 

The  issue  today  is  speed  in  organization. 
The  Negro  anil  white  masses  must  rally 
swiftly  to  their  defense!  They  must 
build  workers'  defense  corps  against  this 
lynching  epidemic  of  the  bosses!  They 
must  join  the  International  Labor  Defense, 
the  defense  organization  of  workers  of 
all  races,  to  protect  themselves  from  the 
lynch  noose,  the  flaming  pyre. 


Fron     Chicago    Del    nd« 
The  third  Ni-gro  woman  burnt  on  ilectrie  chah 

in   Alabama  ' 


WOMEN  FIGHTERS 


A'i    Anna 

INTERNATIONAL  Women's  Day, 
1930,  is  Ikiiiu  celebrated  all  over  the 
world  under  the  leadership  of  the  Com- 
munist International,  champion  of  the 
workers  of  the  world.  The  Communist 
International  on  the  occasion  of  March 
Sth  calls  upon  the  workers  and  partic- 
ularly the  women  workers  to  mobilize 
for  struggle  under  the  Leadership  of  the 
Communist  Partj  of  tluir  country,  and  to 
follow  the  lead  of  their  Russian  sisters 
and  brothers  to  overthrow  capitalism,  and 
establish  a  Soviet  Government  in  everj 
country. 

International  Women's  Da)  takes  place 
at  the  time  when  the  economic  crisis  is 
gripping  the  entire  country,  spreading 
throughout  the  capitalist  world,  at  the  time 
when  preparations  tor  imperialist  war  are 
hastening.     In  their  struggle  for  the  world 


1  )  VMON 

strike.  While  a  cut  ol  160  million  dol- 
lars in  taxes  has  been  granted  bj  the  gov- 
ernment  tor   the  capitalists,  not  one  cent 

has    been    allotted    by    them     for    the    relief 

of   the   millions  of   unemployed    working 

men  anil  women  and  their  families,  who 
are    thrown    on    the    street    to    fric/e   and    to 

starve. 

What   a   different   pic- 
ture    we     find     ill     Soviet 

Russia'  While  ever)  im- 
perialist  countrj    is   m   .i 

serious  economic  crisis, 
the  Soviet  Union  is  en- 
joying the  greatest  pros- 
perity. Wages  of  work- 
ers are  going  up.  Work- 
ing hours  have  been  re- 
duced   to   6   and    7    dail\ 


and  medical  care,  and  rnonc) 
to      purchase      the      nccessan 

clothes  for  the  new  child. 
Alter    returning    to   work,   sin 

is  entitled  to  one-half  hour 
off  in  ever)  three  hours  to  teed 
the  child.     She  brings  the  child 

to   the    nurser)    attached    to   tlu 

factor)  where  it  receives  the 
woman  -corker  oj  best  professional  care  and  at- 
t/ie    Soiiet     Union.      tcnti<m. 

/  anal  /.'     '•■'  i anal  , ,  ,.a  , 

How     different     a    condition 

111     the     United     States'         Here 


markets,  the  imperialists  feverishl)  arm 
against  one  another  and  especially  against 
the  Soviet  Union  which  is  tin  onl)  country 
in  which  unemployment  is  being  abolished 
and  where  the  workers  enjov  a  real  social- 
ist prosperity  because  the)  have  abolished 
capitalism  and  reconstructed  industr)  under 
workers'  control. 

Over  six  million  workers  in  this  countr) 
arc  out  of  jobs.  At  least  two  million  are 
women  from  shops  and  mills.  Main  more 
millions  of  women  and  children,  depen- 
dents of  workers,  are  being  thrown  out 
of  their  homes,  facing  miser)  ami  starva 
tion.  The  government,  headed  b\  Hoove  i 
and  in  agreement  with  the  American  Fede- 
ration of  Labor  betrayers  and  the  Women's 
Trade  Union  League,  is  throwing  the 
burden  of  the  crisis  on  the  working  class 
by  increasing  speed-up,  lowering  v. 
taking  awav   their  right  to  organize  and  to 


with  one  day's  rest  m  ever)  5;  additional 
social  insurance  for  all  workers,  especially 
women.     Unemployment  is  being  stamped 


work  there. 

{Aboii)  A  Stgro 
woman  toiler  of  the  the  women  workers  are  forced 
South.  Her  husband  to  provide  food  for  their  chil- 
dren. They  are  practical!) 
unorganized.  There  are  no 
laws  to  protect  them  against 
unemployment,     sickness,     old 

age      Women  slave  in  the   mills 
tor      starvation 

birth    tei    the    children    at    their 

machines  in  a  number  of  cases, 

or      work      up     to     childbirth. 

Unemployment     has    thrown     over    two 

million    women    workers    ,,n    the    street. 

1  lure  is  hardlv   a  famih   of  the  working 


works  in  the  lum- 
ber i»ip>,  -he  in 
the  mill. 

II  o  in  e  n 
workers,  young  juJ 
■  owd  the  job 
agencies  looking  foi 
iob>.  A  group  ■•'  tht 
S.  Y.  Stall 
bine. in. 


out.    Millions  of  workers  are'  being  drawn  class  that  does  not  feel  heavil)  the  bu 
inte)  industry.     This  has  been  mad<    pes-  of  the  economic  crisis.      ]'}>                re  Us- 
siblc  by   the   5-year  plan   of   industrializa-  ing  these  millions  ol   unemployed  workers 
tion,   the-   plan    for   building    socialism   in  as  a  whip  over  the  employed.     Those  who 
the-  Soviet    Union.      The   first  year  of   this  revolt    against    the    inhuman    speed-up    are- 
plan   has  been  completed.      The    successful  threatened   with   losing  their    jobs. 
results  have  surpassed  all  expectation.     Al-  International     Women's     Day,     ' 
read)   it  is  clear  that  the  plan  will  be  com-  places    important    tasks    upon    the    working 
i>leteel  in  four  ve.iis.     The  devotion,  sacri-  women  in  tin    United  States,  .•■■ 
tices  and  determination    of    the    working  >rgamzati              rganize  ami  to  tight  -i^- 
men   anil    women   of    the   Soviet    Union   to  tematicall]    against    their   miserable    condi- 
build  Socialism  has  mule  this  treiinndous  tions.      The    unemployed    .\\n\    cmpl 


undertaking  possible. 

Especially  does  the  Sovm  government 
protect  the  women  workers  and  the  chil- 
dren. Special  maternity  laws  entitle  the 
women  workers  to  a  vacation  two  months 
I"  Ion  and  alter  childbirth,  during  which 
time  she  receives  lull  salary,  free    hospital 


women  should  join  with  the  nun  workers 
nilzi-  into  unemployment  councils  ol 
the  Trade  Union  Unit)  League.  The 
working  women  have  onl)  the  Communist 
Part)  to  look  forward  to  as  one  which 
champions  the  int<  rests  of  t; 
lass. 


The  beginning  of  the  demonstration   to  protest  police   murder  of 

Steve  Katovis,  held  at  New  York  City  Halt.   The  police,  mounted 

and  on  foot,  swinging  clubs  and  fists,  immediately  attacked  the 

workers.  The  statue  in  the  background  is  called  "Civic  Virtue." 

(Left)  Part  of  the  mass  funeral  march  of  20,000  for  Katovis 


The  workers  remove  the 
wounded  from  the  field 
year-old  worker,  clubbed  nn 


TO  A  FALLEN  FIGHr 


The  hellion's  gun-beleh  lulil   him    low. 

Wot  sorry  he  who  had  to  go: 
Kor  in  the  battle  some  must   full  — 

l  nil  in.  hiiiul>    he  gnve  his  all. 

His   ilreaiu    was   ot   a    smiling*   world; 

With   labor's  bright   Red   Flag;  iinfn 
l  hmi    Capitalism's   hunger   free — 

The    Workers*    World    thai    Is   to    be! 


(Below)  The  Workers*  Guard  of  Honor,  be 
(Left)  The  mass  demonstration  of  50,000  < 
answers  the  murder  of  Katovis  and  police  t 
(Circle)  Police  with  machine  guns,  in  armor. 


atiU  '    A     17- 

ioust  earned  to  safety 


lie    <l  ill    nnt    give    1 1 1  n     In.      in    Vflllli 

\.<«    from    i  In-    seed    there    nniiPN    l  lie    -ruin. 

So  from  the  deathH  of  rebel  n  (rue 

There  Kprlngrn  new    lite  and   will   in  d«». 

We  vow  by  him  whose  ilee«l*  live  on, 
Ami  by  uil  rebels  slain  nnd  gonei 

World-wide  the  Crimson    Flag  nIiiiII   wave; 
llenentb   It    no  exploited  slave. 

Tuns.    The  Red  Flag 

he  body  o/   Stevt    Katovis  in   Workers'  Center, 
rs  at   Union  Square,   on    Tuesday,   January   28, 
ty  at  Saturday's   demonstration. 
f,  patrolled  the  man  a. 


STEVE  KATOVIS,  at 
rest    in     Workers' 
Center.     Phofo: 
Nippon    Cam- 
era  Club 


(Aboi 

ont 

,l"  Hall. 


MARCHING    women    shouted    a    cry    of    re- 
volt,   "We    want    more    pay        We    can't 
live  and  raise  families  on  what  we  get  now." 

It  was  the  spontaneous  uprising  of  over  5,000 
rayon  workers  in  Happy  Valley,  Tenn.,  that 
"backward"  valley  where  the  boss  class  thought 
they  had  a  little  paradise  of  meek,  cheap  labrr 
to  do  their  bidding.  The  women's  cry  was  the 
spark  that  started  a  fire  of  revolt  spreading  over 
the  South,  lighting  these  workers  and  then  other 
workers  and  still  others.  Elizabethton  rayon 
workers  were  sold  out  by  the  United  Textile 
Workers  and  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  but  that  betrayal 
could  not  stop  the  strike  wave.  Now  under  the 
flaming  leadership  of  the  National  Textile  Work- 
ers Union,  northern  and  southern  workers  an 
rising,  rising,  taking  from  the  workers'  arsenal 
the  great  weapon  of  solidarity,  standing  united 
with  other  workers  everywhere  against  the  money 
power  of  the  master  class. 

Rayon  is  at  present  one  of  the  strong  castles  of 
the  capitalist  class.  American  demand  for  this 
artificial  silk  as  a  cheap  substitute  for  other 
fibres  as  yet  exceeds  the  supply  produced  in  the 
United  States  and  calls  for  imports  from  other 
countries.  In  Europe  this  new  industry  already 
begins  to  show  the  crisis  characteristic  in  this 
period  of  postwar  capitalism.  But  it  is  not  only 
for  immediate  use  and  the  resulting  profits  that 
giant  companies  are  running  vast  rayon  plants 
and  building  new  ones,  larger  still.  As  a  prep- 
aration for  war,  the  maintenance  of  rayon  plants 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  war-making 
class. 

Both  rayon  (artificial  silk)  and  dynamite  can 
be  made  from  nitro-cellulose.  The  nitro-cellulose 
process  of  making  rayon  in  an  artificial  silk 
factory  can  be  changed  overnight  into  the  pro- 
duction of  dynamite.  Under  the  innocent  name 
of  artificial  silk  factories,  munitions  plants  are 
extended  and  maintained.  It  is  probable  that 
equipment  in  all  rayon  plants,  not  only  those 
using  the  nitro-cellulose  process,  can  be  adapted 
for  explosives. 

In  preparation  for  war  against  the  Soviet 
Union,  every  capitalist  country  maintains  not 
only  plants  for  the  immediate  manufacture  of 
munitions,  but  also  rayon  plants  to  be  easily 
converted  into  munitions  plants.  Governments 
are  thus  directly  interested  in  the  artificial  silk 
industry.  The  Italian  government  has  paid  big 
subsidies  to  Snia  Viscosa,  now  in  the  giant  inter- 
national combine  with  Courtauld's  of  Britain. 
The    British     g»ver»mcnt    has    paid    subsidies    to 


British  Celanese,  now  an  independent  company.  It 
is  of  vital  importance  to  capitalist  states  to  main- 
tain, along  with  other  munitions  plants,  strong 
units  for  artificial  silk  manufacture  and  thus  at 
the  same  time  equipment  for  the  future  manu- 
facture of  armaments.  Rayon  then  becomes  for 
the  working  class  a  signal  of  the  war  danger. 

One  of  the  most  highly  centralized  indus- 
tries on  an  international  scale,  rayon  is  mainly 
in  the  hands  of  a  gigantic  trust  or  cartel  con- 
trolling 8  5  per  cent  of  world  rayon  production. 
Two  powerful  corporations  in  the  cartel,  Dutch 
Enka  and  German  Glanzstoff,  have  recently 
merged  to  form  the  Associated  or  General  Rayon 
Union,  one  of  the  "Big  Three"  in  the  rayon 
world.  The  other  two  most  powerful  units  of 
the  trust  are  Courtauld's  of  Britain,  with  its 
American  subsidiary  the  Viscose  Co.,  and  Snia 
Viscosa  of  Italy.  Over  against  this  mighty  Eurc- 
opean  cartel,  more  nearly  an  international  trust 
than  any  other  known  cartel,  stands  the  Du 
Pont  Rayon  Co.  in  the  U.  S.,  part  of  the  largest 
munitions  corporation  in  the  world,  with  Gen- 
eral Motors  and  Morgan  millions  behind  it.  Al- 
ready second  to  Viscose  in  American  production, 
Du  Pont  will  be  first  as  soon  as  its  $100,000,000 
program  is  completed.  Pulling  political  wires 
behind  the  Washington  scenes,  Du  Pont  has  just 
secured  an  immense  increase  in  tariff  on  rayon 
yarn  imports  (to  45c  a  pound)  so  that  European 
competitors  will  now  be  at  a  disadvantage  in  the 
U.  S.  Du  Pont,  always  anti-union  in  policy,  is 
already  exploiting  rayon  workers  no  less  than 
are  tile  European  companies. 

It  was  one  of  the  Big  Three  in  the  cartel,  the 
German  company  Glanzstoff  with  its  American 
branch  and  its  Siamese  twin  Bemberg,  that  ex- 
ploited Tennessee  women  workers  until  they 
struck  against  wages  of  less  than  $9  a  week.  Hon 
tlie  international  octopus  has  held  European  ray- 
on workers  in  its  clutches  has  lately  been  re- 
vealed. Working  conditions  have  been  grow- 
ing steadily  worse. 

German  girl  rayon  workers  only  14  to  15 
jears  old,  employed  in  Bemberg-GlanzstofT  plants 
abroad,  are  driven  at  the  highest  notch  of  speed 
to  carry  out  the  company's  new  policy  of 
"stretching  out"  its  workers.  Wages  of  these 
children  are  from  .x  to  1 2  marks  or  less  than 
$}  a  week.  One  worker  who  formerly  looked 
out  for  one  machine  must  now  tend  three  or 
four,  and  keep  his  eye  on  no  fewer  than  8,640 
threads.  A  girl  in  the  thread  mill  used  to  tend 
half  a  machine  with  121)  spindles,     Now   she  must 
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care  for  2  machines  of  480  spindles — four  times 
as  much  work. 

Needless  to  say,  rayon  corporations  have  made 
stupendous  profits  out  of  such  methods  of  ex- 
ploitation. Bolstered  up  with  millions  of  dol- 
lars' surplus,  their  power  now  may  seem  almost 
unbreakable.  But  die  rayon  castle  already  shows 
signs  of  cracking  with  its  own  contradictions. 
Over-production  in  Europe  demands  a  wider 
world  market,  while  American  rayon  capitalists 
put  up  their  new  tariff  wall  to  "protect"  their 
own  expanding  production.  Only  a  war  would 
assure  to  all  rayon  capitalists  an  inexhaustible- 
market  for  their  goods.  So  of  course  thev  want 
war. 

To  workers,  watching  the  rayon  cartel  in  com- 
petition with  independent  producers  like  Du 
Pont,  one  outstanding  fact  is  clear — rayon  is  a 
signal  of  the  war  danger.  It  is  a  chemical 
weapon  in  the  hands  of  the  ruling,  war-making 
class,  which  wants  war  in  order  to  sell  its  goods 

Against  this  war  danger,  the  working  class 
has  a  still  greater  weapon  in  its  armory — the 
weapon  of  solidarity.  As  rank-and-file  Tennessee 
women  gave  the  strike  word,  so  millions  of  other 
workers,  under  the  leadership  of  the  revolution- 
ary international  textile  workers'  unions,  will 
take  it  up  pass  it  on  and  make  it  the  signal  of 
revolt. 


JIM   EDWARDS 

IIM  EDWARDS,  Negro  delegate  from  Char- 
lotte,  N.  C.)  to  the  International  Labor 
Defense  Convention  in  Pittsburgh,  is  dead. 
Comrade  Edwards,  who  died  last  week  after 
a  short  illness,  was  one  of  the  first  in  the 
South  to  heed  the  call  of  the  I.  L.  D.  for 
race  equality  and  abolition  ot  all  discrimina- 
tion. In  the  face  of  all  the  terrorism  of  the 
white  bosses  of  the  South,  he  came  North  to 
the  Convention  knowing  what  would  face 
him    upon    his   return. 

His  courage  infuriated  the  wealthy  white 
landowners  of  the  Charlotte  region,  and  they 
hounded  him — threatened  him  and  his  rela- 
tives with  lynching,  forced  him  from  the  city. 
But  illness,  due  to  the  strain  and  worry  ot  the 
welfare  of  his  family  anil  relatives,  sapped 
his  strength  and  he  died.  The  bosses  lynched 
him  as  well  as  they  did  his  friend  Willy 
Daniels. 


CRISIS  HITS  SOUTH 


H\  Clare  nci    ViIlleh 


THK  genera)  crisis  has  affected  thi 
South  sharper  than  anj  other  -■ 
in  the  country.  This  is  especiall)  true  oi 
[Ik  textile  industry.  Certain  branches  "I 
the  textile  industry  that  are  dependent  on 
other  industries,  such  as  the  Lora)  Mill 
that  produces  tire  and  automobile  fabrics, 
are  completel)  shot  to  pieces  and  the  work- 
ers are  almost  completel)  out  of  work. 
Out  of  2, KHI  workers  in  the  Lora)  Mill, 
only  about  130  are  employed  on  both 
shifts  at  the  present  time.  Certain  mill- 
have  been  so  hard  hit  with  unemployment 
and  starvation,  that  in  three  counties, 
Transylvania,  Henderson  and  Burkham, 
the  count)  authorities  and  business-men 
were  forced  to  call  a  conference  to  tak= 
up  the  situation  resulting  from  the  unem- 
ployment and  the  crisis.  The  fact  that  a 
large  number  of  farmers,  crop-sharers  and 
farm-laborers  are  actuall)  starving  makc- 
the  lot  of  the  Southern  textile  worker* 
much  harder. 

The  Southern  bosses  have  developed  a 
"curtailment  plan."  '!>■•  curtailment  of 
production  is  forced  upon  the  mill  owners 
by  the  actual  shrinking  of  the  market.  The 
object  of  the  plan  is  simpl)  to  start  a  new 
offensive  against  the  workers.  Several  ol 
the  leading  manufacturers  have  expressed 
this  clearly. 

Another    object    of    this    "Curtailment 


plan"  is  an  attempt  to  smash  the  rising 
militanc)  ol  the  textile  workers  and  th. 
organization  of  the  textile  workers  into  the 
National  Textili    !'  '   Union.     Thi 

•  (tensive   against    the    Union    is   assuming 
ll     forms    such    as    the    laving    off    of 
workers    in    the    mills    where    there    are    a 
large  number  of  union  members,  layii 
of    union     members    under    the    guis 
"curtailing,"  and  blacklisting. 

Not  onl)  are  th<  bosses  fighting  our 
unii  n  with  this  "curtailment  plan,"  but 
the)  arc  resorting  to  the  sharpest  terror- 
istic methods.  The  murder  of  Ella  May, 
the  murder  of  six  Marion  strikers,  the 
kidnapping  of  our  organizers,  are  some 
of  the  instances  of  this  open  fascist  terror. 
!  his  terror  is   going  to  increase    now    be- 


Ell.i   May,   Southern   Laboi     M 
five   children. 


our  union  is  becoming  stronger  ami 

is  preparing  for  a  real  light  against  the 
attacks  of  the  bosses  on  the  living  condi- 
tions of  the  workers.  Not  onl)  the  white 
wi  rkers,  but  n  large  number  of  Negro 
workers  are  going  to  participate  in  th< 
struggli  . 

Ilu  sentencing  ol  the  7  Gastonia  de- 
fendants to  long  prison  terms  proves  to 
the  bosses  the  possibilit)  of  their  usin::  not 
i  nl \  open  tasost  terror,  but  also  the 
:'"  terror.  An  active  campaign  is 
being  pursued  to  "legally"  outlaw  militant 
unions  and  other  workingclass  organiza- 
tions, and  this  is  going  to  be  taken  up  at 
the  next  session  of  the  North  Carolina 
legislature,  as  well  as  the  passing  ot  anti- 
strike  and  anti-la  mization  laws. 
This  move  initiated  in  .North  Carolina  will 
undoubtedly  be  followed  in  the  legislatures 
of  the  other  Southern  States. 

In  this  period  of  sharpening  Strugg 
when  the  conditions  of  the  workers  an 
tning  unbearable,  the  A.  F.  ot  L.  has 
arrived  to  the  rescue  of  it-  masters.  The 
main  slogan  of  the  A.  F.  of  I.,  as  summed 
up    in    a    leaflet    distributed    in    Ch.n 
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, 
..    fjih  •■  ,,  to  the 

'■  .   jail  ;'//    / 

is:  "Cooperation  mid  . 

organization."      Mr.    Greer,    h  ;- 

far  as  to  till  us  that  the  A.  F.  of  1..  has  n. 

connection  whatsoever  with  Marion. 

At  the  J.'iiuarv  26th  "m.i«"  mi 
called  bv  tlu  so-called  Piedmont  Ol 
izing  Council,  on'v  aboul  ttend- 

ed   who   registered    is   tea  '''is,   preachers, 
policemen,     lawyers  -killed 

workers,   most   of   whon  Is  ot 

the  A.  F.  of  I..     The  onl)  unskilled  work- 
ers   prseent    were    member-    ot    thi     N    I 
W,    U.      This   meeting 
of    a    "mass"    meeting    and    "confer 
When    the    textile    workers    dared    I 
for  the  floor,  the  officials  running  the  fak< 
conference  had  the  workers  thrown  - 
the  hall  ami  arrested. 

The    A.    I  .    .  I    I  •■mitelv    -• 

that    it    does    not    believe    in    an) 
connection    with   their   campaign    noi 
going   to   take    up   the    mattt  • 
creases.      It    has    furthi  i    stated   that 

n'ng  to  organize   the    \   _ 
alongside  the  white'  workers. 

The  facts  of  tin  organization  camp 
so    far,   the    |>olicv    as   outlined    bv    thi 
ficials,   clearl)    show    that    the    whol 

of  tin   A.  F.  of  1      ni 
to  strengthen   the    at  tie  I  t  the  N.  i 

W.U.  and  other  militant  un 

Tlu-  task  be  fori    thi    S<  uthi  i 
is    to    unite    and    .•• 
leadership    in    the 
miserable  condition-        I  I  .1  .1     I 

N.T.W.U.  and  oth 

the    T.U.I     I 

tematii    campaign    I 

and  bring  the  Southern   workei 

ranks  oi  the  militant  labor  unioni. 


Under  Threat  of 
Death  in  Japan 


An  appeal   to   the  workers  of  America!     A  poster  made  especially  for 
the   U.   S.   by   the   K.   G.    K. 


By  S.  Sakurai 

LIKE  in  other  capitalist  countries,  work- 
ers and  peasants  in  Japan  are  waging 
a  militant  fight  against  their  class  enemy, 
the  capitalists.  To  them  two  particular 
dates,  March  15,  1928,  and  April  16, 
1929,  are  unforgetable  for  the  reason 
that  on  these  days  nation-wide  raids  took 
place.  The  leaders  thus  arrested — more 
than  2,000  in  all  —  were  placed  in  jail 
without  trial  for  a  long  time  and  beaten, 
persecuted,  and  sometimes  even  forced  to 
take  ground  glass  or  a  portion  of  quick- 
silver with  their  meals  so  that  their  health 
might  be   impaired. 

The  story  of  these  arrests  was  not  per- 
mitted to  be  printed  in  the  newspapers  un- 
til November,  last  year,  when  the  Govern- 
ment was  all  prepared.  There  are  now 
altogether  825  in  jail,  and  of  these  the 
trial  of  307  of  Tokio  District  is  yet  to 
come  before  court  this  spring.  Altho  the 
government  has  changed  hands  since  their 
arrest,  there  are  reasons  to  believe  that  its 
attitude  towards  these  labor  leaders  will 
not  at  all  be  different.  According  to  the 
government  plan,  these  307  are  to  be  tried 
in  two  or  more  groups  so  that  death  sen- 
maj  be  given  to  the  most  militant 
and  ten  years  to  life  imprisonment  to  the 
lesser  ones,  as  prescribed  by  Japan's  revised 
Peace  Preservation  Law.      This  revision  of 


the  law  has  been  re- 
jected at  the  extra 
session  of  the  Imperial 
Diet  and  therefore 
promulgated  as  an  Im- 
perial Emergency  Or- 
dinance. 

Without  oppressing 
colonial  peoples,  name- 
ly Chinese,  Koreans, 
etc.,  outside,  a  n  d 
workers  and  peasants 
in  Japan,  Japanese  im- 
perialism today  would 
be  unable  to  exist. 
However,  these  terror- 
ist measures  of  the  Ja- 
panese ruling  class  can- 
not altogether  suppress 
the  exploited  masses 
who  live  under  appall- 
ing conditions.  In  Ko- 
rea alone,  since  No- 
vember last  year,  78 
killings  of  peasants 
and  students  and  ar- 
rests of  over  17  thou- 
sand took  place.  The 
masses  in  mass  action  and  through  their 
relief  and  defense  organizations  are  rais- 
ing their  voice  of  protest.  Besides  they 
are  learning  to  fight  on  an  international 
scale;  workers  and  peasants  of  Japan  last 
year  sent  their  message  of  solidarity  to  the 


Gastonia  strikers  protesting  against  the 
murder  of  Ella  May  and  the  heavy  sen- 
tences given  to  Fred  Beal  and  others. 

The  Harakiri,  the  Kujiyama  and  all  the 
other  suicidal  practices  are  not  in  order  for 
the  Japanese  masses  of  today.  In  Japan, 
ton,  there  is  the  capitalist  system  and  where 
there  is  capitalism  there  is  a  sharp  class 
struggle.  Workers  and  peasants  of  the 
United  States  and  in  Latin  America,  re- 
member that  there  is  white  terror  raging 
in  Japan,  too.  Besides,  don't  forget  that 
the  ruling  classes  of  the  two  Americas  and 
Japan  are  cooperating  closely  in  their  fight 
against  the  workers  and  peasants.  The 
United  States  ruling  class  just  arrested  two 
Japanese  workers,  S.  T.  Horiuchi  and 
Kenmotsu,  in  Califarnia,  because  they 
participated  in  the  labor  movement.  They 
are  now  facing  deportation. 

Comrades  in  the  United  States  and  else- 
where, stand  up  and  show  your  bosses 
workers'  international  solidarity  and  protest 
against  the  arrests  of  the  825  Japanese 
Communists  and  two  workers  in  California 
as  well  as  many  others.  Demand  the  right 
to  defend  yourself  and  your  comrades 
from  capitalists'  attack! 

The  I.  L.  D.  is  fighting  in  this  country 
and  the  K.  G.  K.  (Kaihoundo-G'ueisha- 
Kiuenka'i)  in  Japan.  They  are  the  work- 
ers' defense  organizations  and  both  are  af- 
filiated to  the  MOPR.  Toin  them  and 
fiVht! 


View  of  a  Filipino  workers'  club  in  Imperial  Valley, 
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M,-i>il''"       of      the         ^^^^| 
Communist    Party,    the  f  . 

I'olo;?      Communist      League  Th^* 

onrf  ///<-  l.L.D.  protesting  the  break  ^^^H 

o/   relations   b)    Mexico   with   //;<■   Soviet 
Union,  the  war  preparations  against  the  L '. 
and  the  white  terror  in  Mexico,   before  /■       M 
Consulate  in  Washington. 


WALL  STREET 

ACTS   FOR   MEXICO 

By  George  Paz 


AT  this  moment  when  the  reaction  in  Mexico 
is  at  its  height,  the  break  of  diplomatic 
relations  with  the  Soviet  Union  expresses  itself  as 
a   phase   of   this   reaction. 

The  Government  of  General  Calles  recognized 
the  Soviet  Union  in  19  2  5  at  a  time  when  the 
I  proletariat  on  the  land,  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  won  the  battle  for  the  national  petty 
bourgeoisie  of  Mexico.  The  demand  of  th--- 
of  Mexico  at  the  time,  radicalized  and 
apprehensive  of  the  international  revolutionary 
situation,  the  well-armed  peasantry,  forced  Gen- 
eral Calles  to  recognize  the  Soviet  Union  as  a 
political  anti-imperialist   nunc. 

The  general  situation,  which  applies  to  entire 
Latin  America,  has  its  explanation  in  the  existence 
in  these  countries  of  an  inter-imperialist  struggle. 
In  Mexico  it  was  localized  in  the  last  revolt  of 
March,  1929,  which  opposed  British  imperialism, 
fast  losing  all  its  influence  in  the  national  gov- 
ernment. The  union  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment and  United  States  imperialism  was  de- 
finitelj    and  i  leai  Ij    manifi   ted  by   the  pn 

>t    the   branch   ol    the    National   Cit\    1!  ml. 
to   Mexico  in   \o\  embei .    1928, 

The    las,    few    n ths    were   characterized    bj 

itrikes     thi    general   strike   in   the   b 
i  of  Colombia  assumed  a  revolutionary  and 
political    character    and    the    conflict,    thanks    to 
good  oi  in,  was  transformed  into  a  strug- 

lins,   the  ,  the  general  strike  in 

Rosario,  Argentine,  which  spread  extensively 
throughout  the  country;  the  general  strike  "t  the 
printers  of  Sao  Paolo,  Brazil,  the  general  strike 
of  the  agricultural  workers  in  the  V.ille  d: 
Cauca;  the  rise  of  80,000  unarmed  Indians  in 
Bolivia;  the  strike  in  "Yerbatales"  (plantations 
growing  a  kind  of  tea  I  of  Paraguay  ,  general 
strike  in  Quito,  Ecuador;  and  the  strikes  in  the 
Southern  part  of  the  U.  S  \  ,  sui  h 
textile  strike   .md    the    New    Orleans  car   strike. 

i-    the    ob  volutionary    situation 

on  the  front  of  the  proletarian  struggle  in  Latin 


America  and  is  sufficient  argument  agaaiit  the 
in  Foreign  Relations  Department  which 
pretends  that  the  agitators  should  be  expelled 
from  Mexico  because  they  are  Russians  and 
agents  of  Moscow. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  before 
whom  the  Mexican  government  is  submissive, 
claims  that  the  Russian  government  has  sufficient 
influence  and  power  to  mobilize  the  Latin  Amer- 
ican proletariat,  as  well  as  the  proletariat  of  the 
entire  world,  against  reaction  in  Mexico,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  demonstrations  in  Buenos  Aires, 
Rio  de  Janeiro  and  several  cities  in  the  United 
States.  We  say  that  this  is  the  affirmative  an- 
swer of  the  world  proletariat,  which  will  by  all 
means  defend  the  only  proletarian  fatherland. 

Not   a   single   Russian    was   with    us,   either    in 
the    prison    or    deported.      And    it    is    the   same 
Mexican   government   that   not  so   long   ago   was 
forced    to    conduct    an    anti-imperialist    struggle 
l>v    use   of   the   armed    peasantry,  that   was    i 
to   make  laws  pronouncing   that   all    Latin   Amer- 
icans, regardless  of  political  opinion  an    M 
citizens,    that    now    deports    Latin    Americans   as 
pernicious   characters   and    tortures    Mexicans   as 
traitors  to  the  country.      Those  ot    us   who  know 
tlie  Mexican  government  reject  the  favor  "t  con- 
tinental   citizenship,    because,    under    the    circum- 
stances, in  the  midst  of  unscrupulous  shooting   oi 
native   revolutionaries   and    of   expulsio 
eigners,   we  prefer  the   latter,    for   to  be  a   perm 
cious    foreigner     is    to    be    a    conscious    militant 
worker  who  knows  his  role  as  one  of  those  who 
will    help    destroy    the    system    of    oppression    of 
today — that     i~,     a     member    of     the    Communist 
Party. 

Iln-  is  a  bloody  struggle  in  our  colonial 
countries.  American  workers,  unite  with  i 
with  all  your  power  the  workers  of  the  colonial 
countries,  and  they  will  in  turn  support  you 
it  a  time  when  you  need  them  most.  Our  struggle 
in  the  colonial  countries  is  blood]  and  n 
without     let-up        The    firM    caught     i<    the    first 
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THE  TASKS  OF  THE  I.  L.  D. 


Andrew  Turner,  militant  worker  of  Chester,  Pa., 

who    faces    1 0    years    prison    on   an    ungrounded 

charge  of  manslaughter.    We  must  fight  this  race 

discrimination  by  freeing  our  comrade. 

IN  the  fifth  year  since  its  foundation  and  some 
months  after  the  economic  crisis  began  in  the 
U.  S.  A.  and  took  on  a  widespread  development 
throughout  the  capitalist  world,  the  International 
Labor  Defense  finds  itself,  as  part  of  the  organ- 
ized working-class,  faced  with  immensely  in- 
creased responsibilities  and  duties  to  the  whole 
working-class.  Together  with  the  proletarian 
masses,  the  I.  L.  D.  shares  great  obligations  to 
the  many  hundreds  of  arrested,  persecuted,  im- 
prisoned and  even  murdered  workers  who  have 
fought  and  are  fighting  against  vicious  boss  ex- 
ploitation and  tyranny  here  in  the  U.  S.  A.  The 
need  for  more  demonstrations  by  American  work- 
ers of  international  solidarity  with,  and  material 
support  to  the  many  thousands  of  victims  of 
Fascism,  and  of  White  Terror,  which  has  intensi- 
fied in  all  colonial  and  capitalist  lands,  is  greatly 
increased. 

This  is  especiall)  the  case  right  now.  The 
capitalist  powers  are  feverishly  preparing  for  a 
world-imperialist  attack  on  the  workers  govern- 
ment of  the  Soviet  Union.  At  the  same  time 
they  are  attempting  to  crush  the  working-class 
further  in  the  bone-and-flesh  grinder  of  "speed- 
up" rationalization  and  mass  production,  with 
the  consequent  permanent  mass  unemployment, 
as  part  of  an  imperialist  battle  for  world  mar- 
kets .mil  domination  which  brings  with  it  the 
imminence  of  another,  more  devastating  war  be- 
tween the  two  leading  groups  of  capitalist  gov- 
ernments. 

At  its  Fourth  National  Convention,  just  i  few 
weeks  ago,  the  progress,  shortcomings  and  plans 
for  the  future  work  of  the  I.L.I),  were  analyzed 
and  discussed.  rh<  response  of  the  working- 
masses  i"  the  Gastonia  Defense  has  been  demon- 
strated in  1929  But  it  required  tlie  Convention 
to  definitely  registei  a  turn  to  a  completely  clari- 
fied working-class  policj  and  structure,  based  on 
a  full  understanding  of  the  role  of  the  l.L.D. 
in  the  class  struggli  ,  at  a  non-party  defense  I  odj 
This  included  a  recognition  of  the  great  need 
tc,  build  ii  rapidl;  into  a  much  more-  powerful, 
b,  tti  r  organized  and  i  onsolidated  mass  member- 
ship organization,  and  oi  th<  need  to  make  much 
i  ,  fforts  to  carrj  the  1  LI)  into  the  shop! 
I  actoi  ies,  etc 


Hy   George   Mauri -r 

The  composition  of  the  national  delegation, 
more  proletarian  and  with  a  large  percentage  of 
Negro  workers,  was  much  better  than  ever  be- 
fore. Since  the  convention,  in  a  few  weeks, 
thousands  of  workers,  hundreds  of  Negroes,  have 
joined  the  l.L.D.  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  In 
the  South,  where  no  l.L.D.  existed  a  year  ago, 
the  membership  is  increasing,  the  activities 
spreading,  with  many  thousands  of  workers 
ready  to  join  and  learn  more  about  the  power  of 
organization  and  of  solidarity  between  Negro 
and  white  workers. 

Every  one  of  our  twenty  district  organizations 
has  had  to  show  its  mettle,  especially  since  the 
Pittsburgh  convention.  The  arrests  of  600  to 
800  workers,  and  the  lynching  and  murder  of 
at  least  six  took  place  in  January,  in  all  parts  of 
the  country.  Demonstrations  were  called  for 
against  Fascist  Terror  in  Mexico,  Haiti,  etc.  as 
were  actions  of  solidarity  in  behalf  of  perse- 
cuted and  imprisoned  workers  in  India,  Japan, 
Australia,  the  Baltic  and  Balkan  countries,  etc. 
Our  districts  responded,  some  did  real  well, 
some  fair,  some  lagged  behind.  Generally,  there 
is  not  enough  attention  to  international  issues, 
and  not  enough  work  put  into  organization 
building  and  drawing  in  of  new  l.L.D.  members 
and  more  and  more  thousands  of  workers  to  take 
part  in  mass  affairs.  The  strength  of  the  l.L.D. 
and  its  apparatus  will  be  still  further  tested  in 
connection  with  the  internationally  organized 
LTnemployment  Demonstrations  which  will  be 
held  in  every  part  of  the  U.S.A. 

Much  progress  has  been  made  in  consolidating 
the  l.L.D.  structure.  The  National  Committee, 
following  the  emphasis  of  the  Convention,  is 
continuing  to  do  everything  possible  to  strength- 
en the  District  organizations,  especially,  and  the 
City  and  Branch  apparatus  in  turn.  Responsible 
and  active  executive  committees,  from  top  to 
bottom,  are  being  and  must  be  set  up  and  they 
must  take  hold  of  their  jobs  with  increased  en- 
ergy, understanding  and  zeal.  In  the  past  our 
organization  was  too  loose  and  too  much  on  a 
foreign-language  branch  basis.  For  some  months 
now  our  orientation  has  properly  been  on  the 
workers  in  shops,  factories,  mines  and  mills  Very 
much  more  must  be  done  without  delay  to  carry 
our  propaganda,  education  and  recruiting  to  thi 
workers  at  and  on  the  job.  Shop  branches  must 
be  deliberately  and  systematically  organized. 

Considerable  improvement  lias  been  made  in 
the  systematic  handling  of  arrest  and  court  cases, 
hundreds  of  which  have  flooded  the  Nation.il  and 
District  Offices.  There  is  more  care  and  econ- 
omy, less  "legalism"  (tendency  to  depend  too 
much  on  "clever"  and  expensive  lawyers  to  "win" 
cases  within  the  capitalist  courts),  a  keener  reali- 
zation and  broader  application  of  mass  protest 
and  demonstration  as  the  major  weapon  of  the 
working  class  to  save  its  front  line  fighters  from 
prison,  death,  or  persecution. 

The  organization  leadership  of  this  mass  pro- 
test must  be  developed — quickly — to  increase  il 
ten  mm!  a  hundred  fold  especially  in  behalf  of 
the  7  Gastonia  prisoners  whose'  appeal  will  be 
heard  In  the  North  Carolina  court  in  April,  and 
for  the-  defense  of  the  "Sedition"  and  "Syndical- 
ism" cases  which  have  sci  far  reached  their  peak 
in  Pontiac,  Michigan.  These  issues,  South  and 
North,  must  be  understood  as  "war"  measures  — 
war  against  the  American  workers,  and  prepara- 
tion for  war  by  the  Wall  St.  boss-government 
against  the  U.S.S.R.  or  Great   Britain. 

A     rather    complete    program     for    an     intensive 

l.L.D.    campaign    was   prepared   and    issued    foi 
fanuary    ifith  to  March   23rd — the    Vnniversarj 
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Week  of  the  Paris  Commune.  This  program 
provides  for  the  linking  up  of  all  classes  of 
l.L.D.  work,  to  be  carried  on  simultaneously 
Goals  were  set  for:  (a)  Millions  of  workers 
mobilized  to  smash  boss-terror  and  save  workers 
from  prison,  (b)  30,001)  new  members;  12,000 
of  them  Negroes,  (c)  $50,000  for  defense  fund 
(legal,  protest,  publicity,  literature  and  organ- 
izing.) (d)  5,000  new  affiliated  organizations, 
(e)  50,000  readers  of  Labor  Defender;  25,000 
subscriptions.  Not  nearly  enough  has  been  ac- 
complished as  yet.  Much  has  been  done,  more  is 
being  and  must  be  done. 

March  and  April  will  be  months  of  intensive 
activity  by  the  l.L.D.  Functionaries  meetings, 
membership  and  mass  meetings,  demonstrations, 
factory  gate  propaganda,  special  "l.L.D.  weeks," 
Saturday  and  Sunday  recruiting,  collections  and 
literature  distribution,  regional  mobilization  con- 
ferences, "Paris-Commune"  Anniversary  meet- 
ings, which  will  also  be  demonstrations  of  inter- 
national solidarity  against  the  White  Terror  in 
other  lands,  are  to  be  conducted  in  every  part  of 
the  land — city  and  town,  mill  and  mine  village. 

Later,  probably  on  April  20th,  three  great  con- 
ferences will  be  held  on  the  same  day,  in  New 
York  City,  Cleveland  or  Detroit,  and  San  Fran- 
cisco-— -as  demonstrations  and  steps  in  the  fight  for 
the  freedom  of  the  "Syndicalism-Sedition"  pris- 
oners, of  the  Gastonia  Seven  and  for  freedom  of 
all   class-war  prisoners. 

The  task  now  is  to  get  through  the  present 
transition  stage  of  healthy,  but  somewhat  pain- 
ful, growth  into  the  much  more  powerful  mass 
organization  the  l.L.D.  must  be  in  order  to  ful- 
fill its  role  in  the  class-struggle  and  properly 
meet  its  increasingly  great  tasks — as  rapidly  as 
possible. 

The  future  is  in  our  hands — the  workers  hands. 
The  l.L.D.  is  no  stronger  than  its  ACTIVE 
members  and  supporters.  With  all  actively  pull- 
ing together — informing,  leading  and  arousing 
the  mass-millions  of  American  workers — the  In- 
ternational Labor  Defense  will  be  built  to  a 
size  and  record  achievements,  that  will  mark 
Tune   S,    19 10,  as  a   historic  fifth   anniversary. 


//.    Harvey,    maim,    viorkei    o)    San    h'rancisco, 
tubbed  In    poli, . ,    u  ben   hi    called   V.  Ch 
Russian  counter-revolutionist,  a  liar 


voices^Prison 


Maun  i     Malkin   with   ,i    fellow-prisoner 
hi  Comstock. 

\  VISIT    1  <)  CANTER 

"Free  Harry  Canter"  was  cue  of  the  principal 
demands  of  the  unemployed  demonstration  in 
Boston  which  marched  on  the  governor's  palace 
demanding  "Work  ur  Wages."  J.  Louis  Eng- 
dahl,  general  secretarj  of  the  International  Labor 
Defense,  told  of  his  visit  to  Deer  Island,  a  bleak, 
dreary  prison  in  Charleston  Hay,  where  Harry 
Canter  is  imprisoned  on  a  year's  term  for  "libel- 
ling" Governor  Fuller  as  "murderer"  of  Sacco 
and   Vanzetti. 

Canter  is  anxiously  waiting  for  the  day  he  can 
leave  the  prison  in  order  to  take  up  his  duties 
is  one  of  the  most  militant  organizers  oi  the 
I.I..D.  in  the  New  England  district,  Engdahl 
said.  Canter  is  in  good  spirits  in  prison,  follows 
the  militant  labor  movement  eagerly,  and  calls 
"ii  the  workers  to  build  the  I.L..D.  to  a  mass  or 
ganization  to  meet  the  bosses'  offensive,  cspe- 
cially  now   in  the  period  of  mass  unemployment. 


I  ROM   SAN  <M  KN  I  IN 

San  Quentin,  Calif. 

Received  your  check  ol  five  dollars  lor  the 
month  ut  December.  I  have  received  word 
that  mother  also  received  a  cheek  ,,t  twent) 
dollars  for  tin-  same  month.  Mother  is  nol  abl 
to  write  to  \mi,  to  send  hei  sincere  thanks  an, I 
gratitude,  so  has  asked  mi'  tn  win.    instead. 

Mj  eyes  have  been  failing  me,  due-  to  tin 
tot  thai  1  have  been  doing  all  my  reading  by 
poor  light.  1  "ill  have  the  glasses  now,  but  I 
feel  somewhat  lucky  to  know  that  the  powci 
that  br  have  allowed  me  to  ruin  my  eyes  mi  tie 
material   that   i-  tn   inv   interest   and   not   thcil 

Inns   |    Corn:  i  i  us. 


t.ll.l.hl  II     I  II  \NKs   WORKERS 

Kills  Island,   N.    ^  . 
Today,  December  2j  is  tin    holiday  "t  capital- 
ist superstition  ami  ignorance,  but  with  m\   hap- 
piness ami   that  of   all    th tirades   for   mi    and 

tor  iii%  heart  this  day  is  a  special  holiday,  be- 
cause today  is  the  end  of  my  torture  in  the 
\merican  bastille.  I  feci  proud  to  l«-  deponed 
from  the  land  ot  the  dollar,  and  I  .mi  happy 
and  glad  to  have  the  hospitality  of  the  land  ol 
the  Soviet  Fatherland  <>t  the  workingclass.  1  con 
sider  myself  for  tins  privilege  the  must  fortunate 

comrade    in    the    World. 

I  hanking  the  comrades  ot  the  I.  I..  I).,  I  .mi 
tnunist  Party,  and  all  the  Communist  Press  let 
then  -trniig  and  victorious  efforts  tor  saving  111) 
lite.  1  accepted  from  Comrade  Nessin  with 
emotion,  the  resolution  passed  in  my  solidarity 
by  the  convention  of  the  New  York  district  of 
the  I.  L.  D.  With  the  promise  that  I  will  remain 
in  the  future  a  good  and  sincere  comrade,  giviiiL' 
m\  blood  for  Soviet  Russia,  I  remain,  greetinj 
tin-  Sin  iet  Union,  the  Communist  Party  and  die 
International  Labor  Defense,  Your  sincere  cum 
rade,  \|  \rici    (in  t  i  i  ii. 

■ 

illK  i  HUR(  II   IN   I'KlsON 

Comstock,  N.  Y. 
I  have  been  refused  by  the  priest  of  the  prison 
the  books  that  you  have  sent  to  me.  So  I  want 
\ou  to  aet  on  it  as  you  deem  proper.  I  am 
sorry  I  cannot  write  about  things  that  are  im- 
portant to  all  of  us.  I  will  therefore  end  thi- 
letter  with  hopes  of  hearing  ot  you  soon.  Re- 
gards to  all  the  comrades,  I  remain  vours  it: 
struggle.  M.   1..    M  \i  kis. 


I  \inlis    PAROLE  RhH  SED 
Newark,  0 

I    just    want    to   tell    you   that    I    -ure   that  > 
people  a  th,. ii  ,i,.|  timi         I  hat  «ur.    n 
(  hristmas  for  the  boy 

I   ha\.    been  "ut   of    worl 
December.      I    suppose    you    people   know    abuu 
in \    father,      Hi    ii    taking    pun  i    two 

cr     three      ether     fellows     thai     were     good 

brothers,  but  when  it  rami   to  a  -how  down  the. 
cm  re  something  else. 

Nl \  tathcr  >\as  sentenced  ten  urn  vui  and  hi- 
year  has  been  up  in  September,  but  ihej  turned 
him  down  when  he  appeared  l>ete.i.  the  Parole 
Hoard.      His   nut   chance     is     n    Mac, 

M  le  H  II  I    JACI 

■ 

KAN(  HKKs    \N1)   HORSEMEN 

Eugene    BarneU 
tenting  in  Walla  Walla,  he  nfleled  tv.o 

•  laborately  finished  horse-hair    '■ 
asks   us  to   dispose   of    for  him,   to   that   In    will 
have  something  to  begin  on 
shortly  . 

The  most  elaboratt  ComraJU 

■nit   rays  is    the  best  in   ha>   ,;,/-  mu.te,  i 
plated,    \ix-gun    ityle,  with  white   hour  he 
Together  with  an  inch  a.... 
'nit  band  to  match  tin 

The  other  bridlt   hat 
I'il.  Together  with  a  hair  quirt  to  mat 
is    }65.      Both  bridles   wen    mad, 
tail,  and  aie  //..../"  far  btlo\:   their  actual  value. 

All  interested  should  immediately    c. 

;.;.'/;  '■  IIP 


..:  .     "  1 1       '  .       W 
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LABOR  DEFENDER 

SUB 

DRIVE 


WHILE  we  are  still  far  short  of  the  quota 
we  have  set  for  March  18,  1930,  Paris 
Commune  Anniversary,  in  our  LABOR  DE- 
FENDER SUB  DRIVE,  we  must  make  every 
possible  effort  during  the  few  weeks'  that  re- 
main to  bring  our  drive  to  an  energetic  climax 

Every    possible    opportunitv and    opportunities 

abound — must  be  used  to  obtain  subscribers  to 
the  LABOR  DEFENDER  and  build  our  circu- 
lation. 

We  are  sure  that  had  the  I.L.D.  Districts  and 
Branches  been  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  build- 
ing the  LABOR  DEFENDER  into  a  powerful 
mass  organ  from  the  very  beginning  of  the 
drive  our  results  would  have  been  much  closer 
to    our    mark.      It    now    remains    for    those    dis- 


Uabelle  KLeinman, 
'Labor  Defender' 
agent  for  the  New 
York  District.  She 
has  been  at  it  only 
for  a  few  weeks 
and  New  York  al- 
ready heads  the 
list.  Michigan  is 
a   close   second. 


tricts  and  branches  who  have  thus  far  beer:  idle 
to  make  up  for  their  inactivity  by  carrying 
through  a  well  worked  out  drive  during  the 
course  of  the  next  few  weeks.  And  those  who 
have  been  active  must  multiply  their  activity. 

The  New  York  District  heads  the  list  with 
Michigan  a  close  second.  The  Illinois  District 
must  increase  its  activity  a  hundredfold  if  it  is 
to  compete  closelv  with  New  York,  the  district 
which  it  has  challenged.  Michigan  is  well  ahead 
of  its  "rival"  Philadelphia. 

The  Tom  Mooney  Branch  of  Detroit  heads 
the  list  of  branches  in  the  drive  with  the  Newark 
English  one  and  one-half  subs  behind.  The 
Sacco-Vanzetti  of  Chicago  and  the  West  Phila- 
delphia  are  doing   fairly. 

The  three  leading  individuals  are  Helen  Rosen- 
baum,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  who  has  a  splendid 
record  of  5  1  subs  to  her  credit;  Eva  Greenspoon 
of  Chicago  and  Esther  Decovny  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  are  also  doing  excellently.  Other 
comrades  listed  below,  are  all  to  be  commended 
for  their  good   work. 

With  only  a  few  comrades  active  we  hive 
obtained  1.S16  new  subscribers  since  the  begin- 
ning ot  the  drive.  What  if  all  of  us  were  ac- 
tive? There  would  have  been  a  much  better 
story  to  tell.  We  can  still  tell  that  story  if  we 
make  up  for  lost  time  during  the  next  few  peeks 


S'l  ANDING   IN  THE 

DRIVE 

Up    to    February    12    inclusive 

the   standing    in 

the  drive  (exclusive  of  renewals) 

was  .is 

follows: 

Districts 

New    York 

298 

Michigan 

239 

Chicago 

161 

Philadelphia 

124 

Ohio 

81 

Pittsburgh    . 

70^ 

Los  Ansreles 

57 

Buffalo 

48}4 

Boston 

48 

Minnesota 

49JX 

San   Francisco 

39 

Dakotas  (Farm) 

30 

Connecticut 

20^2 

South    ...... 

19 

Washington 

17 

Kansas 

\iy2 

Anthracite 

4 

National  Office 

197J4 

TOTAL 

1516 

Leading  Branches 

Tom   Mooney   (Detroit) 

58^ 

English  (Newark,  N.  J.) 

57 

Sacco-Vanzetti    (Chicago) 

37>< 

West  Phila.   (Phila.)    . 

35 

Sacco-Vanzetti   (Detroit) 

22 

Greek   (Detroit) 

21 

20 

Leading  Individuals 

Helen  Rosenbaum  (Newark,  N. 

J) 

51 

E.  Greenspoon   (Chicago) 

38 

E.  Decovnv  (Phila.)    . 

37 

S.  Wand  (Buffalo,  N.  Y.) 

23 

F.  G.  Butler  (Oakland,  Calif.) 

21 

A.  Malinsky  (Chicago) 

19 

Helen   Yeskevich   (New  York) 

16 

Israel   Prager   (Boston)    

16 

Otto  Evanoff   (Campbell,  Ohio 

) 

15 

S.  Xedes  (Detroit) 

!5 

Kasmansky    (Detroit) 

14 

L.  C.  Jarvis  (Los  Angeles) 

14 

S.  Sasna  (New  York)    . 

13 

Grossman    (Detroit) 

12 

T.  Tirisus  (New  York) 

12 

Stevens  (Chicago) 

1  1 

Albert  Schneider  (New  York) 

1  1 

Georgoulis    (Detroit) 

IPI/j 

A.   Bakunin   (Flint,  Mich.) 

It) 

D.  McCarthy  (New  York) 

10 

PARIS  COMMUNE  SUPPLIES 
"Paris  on  the  Barricades"  by  George  Sptro, 
2  5c;  lots  of   10  or  more,    15c  each. 

Other  pamphlets  in  preparation:  on  illustra- 
ted album  and  a  short  historical  sketch  of 
the   Commune. 

A  i/iort  one-act  pLi\  aitj  a  class-war  pris- 
oner's tableau  and  panto/nine  can  be  obtained 
free  by  organizations  from  the  I.  L.  D. 


INTERNATIONAL     PUBLISHERS    books    on 
display  at  the  Workers'  Book  Shop,  New   York. 

5  YEARS  OF 
WORKERS'  BOOKS 


D 


URING  1929  more  than  ten  thousand  books 
rfere  published  in  the  United  States.  These, 
issued  in  editions  of  from  one  thousand  to  one 
hundred  thousand  copies,  total  millions  of  vol- 
umes, many  of  which  were  bought  and  read  by 
workers,  who  were  seeking  in  them  enlighten- 
ment regarding  their  working  conditions  anil 
liberation.  In  most  cases  they  found  themselves 
reading  novels,  biographies  and  "histories"  writ- 
ten to  cloud  their  minds,  books  which  urged 
them  to  "become  rich"  and  eventually  to  domi- 
nate other  workers. 

It  was  to  meet  the  workers'  needs  for  useful 
literature  that  the  International  Publishers  was 
formed  about  five  years  ago.  Many  Labor 
Defender  readers  have  already  learned  that 
books  bearing  this  imprint  are  interestingly 
presented,  and  useful  in  training  for  the  class 
struggle.  The  International  Publishers  have  is- 
sued more  than  seventy  volumes  on  Marxism- 
Leninism,  on  labor  problems  and  on  the  Russian 
Revolution  and  conditions  in  the  U.S.S.R.  Be- 
sides Marxian  classics,  the  International  list  in- 
cludes revolutionary  novels,  biographies  and 
poetry.  Five  volumes  of  the  Collected  Works 
of  Lenin  have  already  been  issued.  Others  are 
forthcoming.  "Bill  Haywood's  Book"  and  Vera 
Figner's  "Memoirs  of  a  Revolutionist"  are  the 
autobiographies  of  militant  workers  imprisoned 
in  America  and  pre-revolutionary  Russia,  The 
novels  "Cement"  and  "The  Nineteen" — soon  to 
be  published — have  won  world-wide  reputation 
for  their  literary  value  as  well  a*  for  the  picture 
they  present  of  life  in  the  U.S.S.R.  "Labor  and 
Automobiles,"  "Labor  and  Silk,"  and  similar 
labor  books  issued  by  International  Publishers 
help  workers  to  understand  the  problems  which 
they  face  on  the  job  and  show  the  vv.iv  to  effec- 
tive workingclass  action  against  exploitation  ami 
oppression. 

Three  noteworthy  additions  have  been  made 
to  International  books  with  the  recent  publication 
of  THE  NINETEEN,  by  V  Fadeyev,  a  novel  of 
the  Russian  Revolution,  THE  IMPERIALIST 
\Y\R,  Volume  XXI  of  the  collected  writings  of 
I.,„,„,  and  THE  BOLSHEVIK  PARTY  IN 
ACTION,  by  Lenin.  International  books  "'.iy 
be  ordered  thru  the  LABOR   DEFENDER, 


S8 


FREE 

With  every  one  year  sub- 
scription to  the 

LABOR  DEFENDER 

SOUTHERN  COTTON   MILLS 
AND  LABOR 

Ai    Mvra    Pack 
or 

PARIS  ON  THE  BARRICADES 
(Story  of  the  Paris  Commune) 

By    (",]  ORC.1      SlMRO 

Ralph  Chaplin's  poetry  with    1-year 
Sub  now  reduced  to  $1.10. 

SUBSCRIBE 

LABOR  DEFENDER, 

80  E.  11th  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Comrades: 

Enclosed  is  $1.00  for  1  year  sub- 
scription to  the  Labor  Defender 
and  one  of  the  books  as  checked 
above. 

Name 
Address 


PICTORIAL  HISTORY 

of  the   Major  Struggles  of   Labor   in 

BOUND  VOLUME  OF 

LABOR  DEFENDER— 1928-1929 

24  Numbers  Attractively  Bound,  $3.00 

With   1  year  sub  to  Labor  Defender,  $3.25 


LABOR  DEFENDER,  per  year  $1.00 

TYOMIES,  militant  Finnish 

Communist  daily,  in  central  states  $5.00 
elsewhere  $6.00 

NOW    BOTH  for    $5.00 

in  central  states;  elsewhere  $6.00 

Address:      TYOMIES,       Superior,  Wis. 


I. 

L. 
D. 

Bazaa  r 

NEW     YORK     DISTRICT 

FEB. 
26 

27 
MAR.      28 

1 

2      1930 

NEW  STAR  CASINO 

107th    Street   &    PARK    AVE. 
NEW  YORK 


The    International    Labor    Defense 

ITS    CONSTITUTION    and    ORGANIZA- 
TION  PESOLUTION 

as    adopted    by    IV    National    Convention 

\b-page   pamphlet 

5  CENTS  A  COPY  Discount  to  District! 


Phone   Stuyvesant   3816 

JOHN'S     RESTAURANT 
SPECIALTY:   ITALIAN  DISHES 

A  place  with  atmosphere 

where   all  radicals   meet 

302  E.  12th  St.  NEW  YORK 


^p  *>■  ■*  rffc  ^^hi^i  ^^yfl 

J   *CTIV£  M 

I       Press,  inc. 


26-X8   UNION   SQUARE 
NEW    YORK    GITT 


^VW^V^rVVV 


M  AY  CAV  ■** 


SEND 

YOl 

MAY  DAY 
GREI  I  I\(,- 

For  the 

ENLARGED 
MAY  DAY 
EDITION 

of  the 
LABOR 
DEFENDER 

it  an  expression   of   militant    work- 
Jidaritv. 
Wi    want   greetings   from   the   nrcrkni  in 
the    shops,    mills,     mines    anil     from     tne 

countrj 

From   unions   and    worl 

From  I.  L.  D.   districts  and  branchrs. 

R:ito»-    15    nn    Inch:    120 — l/l    page;     130 — 
,-. .;   |S0 — '-;   pose:  ISO  full   wi|[r. 
Individual    KrectinK*    .  ■  .,me. 

All    mill    be    In    by    April    6.    Itlo 

LABOR  DEFEND!  R 

so  East  I  Ith  Stn  1 1,  v  n  York,  \    N 


WHAT  THE   I    L.   D.    IS.     WHAT  IT 
MEANS   rO    I  UK  WORKERS 
WHY  YOU  SHOrLD  JOIN  1  I 

A    jour-page   leaflet,   just  issued  try    th. 

International  Labor   Defense 

$2.50  per  thousand 

GASTONIA,  CITADEL  OF    I  MI 
CLASS  STRl  OGLE 

By  Wh.  F.  Dlnni 

A   complete  and  clear  analysis  of  the  situation 

in  and  around  Castonia,  N.  C 

1 5   Cents  a   Copy 

Get  an 

I.   L.  D.  EMBLK.M 

25  cents  each. 
Discount    to    Diti't.ii 

A   series   ol 

GASTON1  \   POS  1  I  \KPs 

ol  the  historic  Castonia  new-  anj  trial 
10    cents    a    Set 

Dl  PLICA  l  r   NUMBERED  RECFII'i 

HOOKS      FOR      I.L.D.      BRANCHES 

200  receipts  in  a  book 

pric»— 11.2s 

NATIONAL   LABOR   DEFFNnI 
80  East  I  Ith  Street,  New   York,  N    Y 

Enclosed    is  for 

,s 


59 


Smash  Capitalist  Justice  and  Tyranny! 

DEMAND  UNCONDITIONAL  RELEASE  OF  ALL  CLASS  WAR  PRISONERS! 

Break  the  Bosses9  Armed  Attacks! 

JOIN  THE  I.  L.  D. 


ADD  YOUR  STRENGTH 

lite  ComhineJ   Might   of  All    Workers   Can 

FREE  Them. 

GIVE     —     COLLECT     SOME 

MONEY  FOR  THE 
LABOR     DEFENSE     FIGHT 


JANUARY  1930  SAW: 

Masses  of  militant  workers  in  sharpening  class  struggle,  righting 
against  the  exploitation — speed-up,  wage  cuts,  long  hours,  over- 
whelming unemployment — and  persecution  of  the  bosses  and  their 
government.  The  Southern  workers,  Negro  and  white,  are  march- 
ing bravely  forward  asserting  their  workers'  right  of  self  defense 
as  are  the  northern  workers. 

JANUARY  1930  ALSO  SAW: 

1.  600  arrests  in  every  fart  of  the  land  of  militant  workers. 

2.  Five  workers,  Negro,  Fdifino  and  white,  murdered  or  lynched. 

3.  A  "criminal  syndicalism"  drive  of  the  bosses  reaching  a  peak 
in  Pontiac,  Mich.,  where  twelve  workers  were  held  under 
$90,000  bail,  to  illegalize  all  workers'  organizational  activities. 
Fred  Beal,  Gastonia  defendant,  is  still  in  jail. 


The  Tide  of  Class  Struggle  Mounts  Higher! 
Workers!     Mobilize  with  the  International  Labor 
Defense  in  its  fight  against  the  bosses  and  their 

— attempt  to  illegalize  by  criminal  syndicalist  and  sedition  law  all  work- 
ers'  activities: 
— attempt  to  railroad  the  seven  Gastonia  prisoners  to  a  living  death: 
— fascist   terror  in   Mexico,  Latin   America,   Haiti,  Cuba,   India,   South 

Africa,  the  Baltic  and  Balkan  countries: 
— attempt  to  deport  all  militant  foreign-born  workers,  as  Zinich,  Gra- 
ham, Topalscanyi;  Chinese,  Japanese,  East  Indian,  European  workers: 
— attempt  to  railroad  Shifrin  and  the  Mineola  defendants: 
— attempt   to  lynch,   murder  and   terrorize   Negro,   Filipino,   and    white 
workers,  to  prevent  them  from  uniting. 

FUNDS  ARE  NEEDED  AT  ONCE  FOR  ALL  THESE  CASES! 


Many  cases 
come  up  be- 
fore March  1 
— Most  be- 
fore March 
18.  The  Gas- 
tonia   appeal 
in  N.  C. 
court  Apr.  1 . 


INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE, 
80  East  Eleventh  Street,  New  York  City. 

Dear  Comrades: 

Enclosed   is    $ as   a   contribution   in   the   drive 

to  break  the  bosses'  terror  offensive.    I  want  to  join  tlie  1.  L.  D. 
—Yes— No! 


Name 
Address 


1] 


JOIN  THE  I,  L.  P. 

Mobilize!     -    Protest! 

Rush  Funds! 


e*    5 


LABOR  DEFENDER 
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LOOKING  at  the  MONTH  with  HAY  BALES 


HBV/joul 

qimioNBl 

T/tikJ 


AMeRiCANA/CGWlAWft 
CONGRESS  CO/W£NTlON . 
t  ATST.IMHS  IN  slum 

OF  WUTMT 


MHUONtOF  UN£M- 

PlOVEu  workers 
PEMONSTRATE  ON 

\i  MARCH>6TH 


SOLIDARITY 

OFIVHIT^  AND  NECRO  W/OflKeRS*-^  \\  ^W^ 

ACA  INST  LVNCHINQ.  $£CR£CATION,*AC£  OliCWMI/VA7^b\2%o 


THE  CHURCH  ATTACK 
ACAIAKTTHE  USSR  IS 

APfleUiDET&tyAR       E 


■--»«-«? V-v^*-*^ 


[THINKS  ltX>HTKNo%/\  St"' 
.  M/MfTIf  J?f  HlNP  x/a^~ 
[  THAT  SMOKf  iCRf  fH\*>& 


fHE  pope,  ?r\V& 
MWISTFRS.  RAff5 

pa  Ay  forw^sr  a 

FOR        '    »-,:. 


^ /Wk?  DOW  TJ 


'i 


.    MEANWHILE  i 
ferlbA^tt  fO\77/y- 

oe  construction 

SOCMt/SM    IN      , 
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Whalen  testified  that  no  clubs  were  used  by  uniformed  and  ununif armed  folice  on  Union  Square,  March  6. 

DEFEAT  THIS  "VENGEANCE" 


THE  mighty  hunger  protest  of  the  un- 
employed that  mobilized  in  unprece- 
dented March  Sixth  Demonstrations  con- 
tinues on  through  jails,  court  rooms,  and 
municipal  council  chambers.  It  gains 
strength  in  the  increasing  organizational 
activities  under  the  slogan  of  "Men  Fight! 
Cowards  Starve!"  It  raises  its  challenging 
voice  anew  in  highly  spirited  mass  meetings 
exposing  and  denouncing  the  "vengeance"' 
campaign  of  the  employers'  government. 
In  the  March  days  that  in  previous  years 
had  seen  the  fall  (1917)  of  czarism  in 
Russia  and  the  triumphant  rise  to  powei 
(1871)  of  the-  Paris  Commune,  saw  in 
1930  in  the  imperialist  United  St.it 
least  one  and  a  half  millions  in  the  streets 
of  many  cities  demanding  "Bread!"  These 
spoke  for  the  seven  million  of  jobless  in 
the  Red  March  davs  of  warning  to  the 
industrial  overlords,  gorged  with  profits, 
who  try  to  gulp  down  new  plunder  with 
the  blood  of  the  working  class. 

The  vengeance  campaign  of  the  Em- 
ployers' government  is  the  confession  by 
the  capitalist  class  of  its  own  weakness,  of 
the  disintegration  of  the  social  svstem  that 
it  sponsors.  Exactly  in  the  Red  March  days 
of  onrushing  spring,  when  the  workers 
were  promised  jobs  with  the  passing  of 
winter,  unemployment  continues  to  mount 


By  J.  Louis  Engdahl 

in  the  great  industries  of  steel,  coal,  tex- 
tiles and  automobiles.  Caught  within  the 
scissors  of  the  mounting  discontent  and 
radicalization  of  the  working  class  on  the 
one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  the  contra- 
dictions of  the  profit  social  order,  the  em- 
ployers frantically  call  foi  mobilizations 
of  their  defense  forces.  During  March, 
1930,  it  was  the  police,  mounted,  on  foot, 
in  armoied  motor  cycles  and  riot  wa 
equipped  with  tear  li.is  bombs,  sawed-off 
shotguns,  machine  lmhis,  revolvers,  clubs 
and  blackjacks,  who  attacked  the  joint  out- 
pourings of  tin-  jobless  ami  those  still  em- 
ployed who  had  found  common  cause  in 
the  struggle  against  tin  evils  cap- 

italism  inflicts   upon    them   all   alike. 

Practicallj  everj  great  industrial  centei 
— ChktL".  Detroit,  New  York,  Buffalo, 
Milwaukee,  I  os  Vngeles,  Pittsburgh,  Phil- 
adelphia—and main  of  tin-  smaller  cen- 
ters of  industry  in  Connecticut,  in  Ohio, 
in  the  South,  in  tin  I  i  \\  st — with  work- 
ers scarred  in  the  struggle,  passes  in  n 
with  March  Sixth  now  in  the  past,  but 
with  eyes  toward  greater,  future  stru 

The  International  Labor  Defense,  pre- 
pared to  the  utmost  of  its  ability,  - 
i/eil  the  support  immediately  of  the  250 


workers  arrested  and  jailed,  many  severely 
wounded  in  the  bloody  attack  of  capital- 
ism's mobilized  forces.  The  partial  list 
showed   sixt)    arrested    il 

in  Detroit,  30  in  New   York,  36  in 
waukee,    12    in    Buffalo,    13    in    Washing- 
ton. I).  C,  live  in  Houston,  Texas;  eight 
in  Boston,  five  in  Waterbury,  and  five  in 
Stamford,    Conn.;    seven    in   Chattar, 
Tenn. ;  two  in  Atlanta,  G 
Springfield,  Illinois;    15  in  Pittsburgh,  five 
in  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;   three  in  N 
hails.  La. ;    five  in   W  '   t  and  thl 

Maiden,  Mass.;  four  in  Columbus,  Ohio; 
gh,  Pa.  The  list 
grows.  It  docs  not  include  the  mar. 
rested  preliminary  to  March  Sixth,  nor 
the  main-  arrests  that  still  continue  .as 
workers  voice  theii  nst  the  b 

eance  that  the  employers'  government 
meted  out  to  them. 

One  of  the  n 
class  must   now    be  to  develop  g: 

•ist   the    vengeano 
• 

The  outstanding   front  in  this  stru 

becomes  the  defense  of  the  New    \ 

cmplovcd   Delegation   of   t: 
Demonstration   in   the   meti 
110,000  workers  had  mobilized  in  \ 

Square  and  elected   tlu 
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The  delegation  of  the  New  York  unem- 
ployed is  shackled!  William  Z.  Foster,  Rob- 
ert Minor  and  Israel  Amter  led  in  shackles 
from  the  Supreme  Court. 


Left)  Joseph  Lesion  and  (right)  Harry 
Raymond,  seamen,  members  of  the  arrested 
delegation. 


to  the  City  Hall  and  make  their  demands 
upon  the  boss  class  government. 

New  York  alone  saw  the  arrest  of  a 
delegation  of  the  unemployed.  This  dele- 
gation included  William  Z.  Foster,  secre- 
tary of  the  Trade  Union  Unity  League, 
the  organizer  of  the  demonstrations  thru 
the  Unemployed  Councils;  Robert  Minor, 
editor  of  the  Daily  Worker,  the  only 
English  language  daily  newspaper  fight- 
ing for  the  unemployed,  the  central  organ 
of  the  Communist  Party;  Israel  Amter, 
the  New  York  District  Organizer  of  the 
Communist  Party,  and  two  sailors,  Joseph 
Leston  and  Harry  Raymond.  Even  while 
the  police  were  carrying  on  their  bloody 
attack  against  the  Union  Square  Demon- 
stration, the  Unemployed  Delegation  ap- 
peared in  City  Hall  Square.  Its  members 
were  immediately  arrested. 

The  voice  of  the  Morgan-Rockefeller- 
Wall  Street  regime  spoke  when  the  pup- 
pets, Mayor  "Dancing  Jimmy"  Walker, 
the  Police  Commissioner  "Gorgeous  Gro- 
ver"  Whalen,  the  judicial  flunkey,  Magis- 
trate McAdoo;  the  prosecutor,  Crain,  etc., 
etc.,  ordered  the  Unemployed  Delegation 
held  incommunicado.  The  night  of  their 
arrest,  Foster,  Minor,  Amter,  Leston  and 
Raymond  were  not  permitted  to  see  the 
lawyers  of  the  International  Labor  De- 
fense. Although  charged  at  first  with  a 
mere  misdemeanor,  they  were  held  with- 


out bail.  When  these  lackeys  of  Yankee 
imperialism  were  finally  forced  to  pro- 
duce their  prisoners  in  court,  under  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  the  Court  House  Square 
was  turned  into  an  armed  camp.  The  po- 
lice were  again  mobilized  to  attack  any 
demonstration  by  the  unemployed  on  be- 
half of  their  spokesmen.  When  bail  was 
fixed  and  offered  on  the  "unlawful  as- 
sembly" charge,  the  prisoners  were  rear- 
rested and  faced  with  the  more  serious 
charge  of  felonious  assault  because  one  of 
the  policemen  in  the  attack  on  the  workers 
claims  to  have  been  hit  with  a  brick,  al- 
though he  can  show  no  injury.  No  po- 
lice were  arrested,  of  course,  for  beating 
workers.  Again  the  fight  had  to  be  made 
to  furnish  bail,  which  was  finally  pro- 
vided by  the  International  Labor  Defense 
in  the  total  sum  of  $62,500,  and  the 
prisoners  were  let  out  after  five  days  in 
jail,  although  threats  continue  of  new  ar- 
rests on   fresh  charges. 

The  arrest  of  Foster,  Minor,  Amter, 
Leston  and  Raymond  is  an  attack  on  the 
whole  struggle  of  the  jobless  and  workers 
still  employed.  The  drive  for  their  lib- 
eration must  become  the  effort  of  the  whole 
working  class.  The  shackles  with  wich 
they  were  chained  together,  as  they  were 
taken  from  prison  to  court,  from  court 
to  prison,  is  the  symbol  of  the  attempted 
enslavement   of  the  whole   working  class. 


The  clear  conspiracy  of  the  employers' 
government  in  New  York  City  is  to  rush 
these  spokesmen  of  the  unemployed  to  long 
terms  in  prison.  At  this  writing  the  trial 
is  set  for  Monday,  March  24,  with  no 
jury  trial  provided  for.  The  fight  is  be- 
ing made  for  a  jury  trial  and  for  a  post- 
ponement in  order  to  provide  the  defense 
attorneys  the  very  necessary  time  required 
to  prepare  for  this  historic  struggle. 

In  the  meantime,  as  this  issue  of  the 
Labor  Defender  goes  to  press,  the  pro- 
test wave  is  beginning  to  roll  up  in  ever 
blackening  clouds  for  the  capitalist  class, 
from  the  West  and  the  East,  from  the 
South  and  from  the  North.  It  is  a  mass 
pressure  of  working  class  protest  that  will 
save  Foster,  Minor,  Amter,  Leston  and 
Raymond  from  the  eight  years  of  impris- 
onment that  is  being  prepared  for  them  by 
the  capitalist  jailers,  three  years  on  the 
unlawful  assembly  charge,  five  years  on 
the  felonious  assault  charge. 

The  International  Labor  Defense  mo- 
bilizes its  strength  for  the  struggle.  The 
fight    grows   to   international    proportions. 


Police    Commissioner    Whalen    and    one    of    his 
lieutenants,  directing  the  attack   on   the  demon- 
stration.  (Above)    An  armored  car  containing  a 
machine-gun. 
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The  registration  of   the  foreign-born — on   the  hunger  line. 


Drawing   bj 


DRIVE  ON  THE  EOREIGN  BORN 


AT  PRESENT  three  bills  are  pending 
in  Congress  providing  for  registration 
of  all  aliens  residing  in  this  country. 

The  main  provisions  of  Bill  number 
1278,  introduced  by  Senator  Blease  of 
South  Carolina,  are:  a  certificate  of  ad- 
mission to  the  United  States  shall  be  fur- 
nished to  any  alien  upon  application  to  the 
Commissioner  General  of  Immigration; 
this  certificate  must  carry  the  alien's  photo- 
graph and  signature;  it  will  cost  him 
$3.00;  such  a  certificate  shall  be  prima- 
facie  evidence  of  lawful  entry. 

This  bill  is  far  reaching.  By  its  provi- 
sions any  alien  without  such  a  certificate 
will  be  considered  as  having  entered  the 
country  illegally  and  subject  to  deportation. 

Another  bill  (H.  R.  9147)  was  intro- 
duced by  Congressman  Cable  of  Ohio.  It 
provides  that  every  foreign-born  individual 
shall  enroll  annually  under  penalty  of  ex- 
clusion from  citizenship  for  not  i 
tering. 

The  most  vicious  bill  is  H.  R.  9101,  in- 
troduced in  the  House  by  Congress  Aswell 
of  Louisiana.  It  provides  in  the  main  that 
every  alien  21  years  of  age  and  over  must 
register  annually  at  a  fee  of  $2.  The  cer- 
tificate must  bear  the  alien's  photo  and 
signature. 

This  bill  also  provides  that  every  alien 
serve  as  a  spy  on  his  fellow  workers  "by 
reporting  all  arrests  or  convictions  of  aliens 
and  the  charges  upon  which  such  arrests 
were  made  or  convictions  obtained,  together 
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with  the  final  disposition  of  each  case  or 
any  other  information  as  specified  by  regu- 
lation bearing  upon  the  fitness  of  such  alien 
for  citizenship." 

The  bill  provides  that  all  changes  in 
name  or  physical  appearance  shall  be  im- 
mediately reported  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Naturalization.  Every  alien  "must,  on  de- 
mand at  any  time  exhibit  his  certificate  of 
registry  to  any  agent  of  the  Department 
of  Labor,  to  any  Federal,  State-,  Territorial 
or  other  public  police  or  peace  officer."  Vio- 
lation of  the  provisions  of  this  proposed 
measure  is  considered  a  serious  crime  and 
"is  punishable  upon  conviction  hv  a  tine  of 
not  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  or  by 
imprisonment  of  not  more  than  two  years, 
or  by  both  and  any  alien  who  fails  ' 
gistcr  for  two  consecutive  years  is  subject 
to  deportation." 

There  are  other  bills  aiming  at  the  for- 
eign-born workers,  such  as  heavy  punish- 
ment for  those-  who  have  ever  entered  the 
country  after  being  once  deported;  a  pro- 
posal to  severely  punish  all  such  person 
who  fail  to  report  the  preseni  h  de- 

ported workers  and  others. 

The  unemployment  demonstrations  of 
March  6th  have  caused  the  powers  to  be 
to  renew  and  to  intensify  their  campaign 
against  the  workers  generally  and  especi- 
ally against  the  foreign-born  workers,  who 
arc  most  affected  by  the  present  s,  . 
nomic  crisis.    Senator  Heflin  of  Alabama, 


a  well-known  Ku  Kluxer,  on  March   12th, 
introduced  a  resolution  in  the  Senate  call- 
ing for  a  census  of  all  foreign-born  work- 
ers  in    the    United   States   with   a    view  of 
wholesale    deportations.       He    offered    this 
resolution  as  a  remedy  "against  Commun- 
ism and  unemployment."    Throughout  the 
country  the  demonstrations  were  foil 
by    wholesale    raids   on    homes   of    foreign- 
horn  workers  and  main   of  the  workers  are 
held   for  deportation.     In  N   ■'•    i    rk  the 
Chamber    of    Commerce     is    considering 
ways  and  means  of  deporting  "all  radical 
aliens,"    while    in     Detl     I     shortlv    before 
March  6th  the  City  administration  on 
the  discharge  from  city  jobs  oi  all  workers 
not   citizens  of   the   Unitcel   States.     \ 
the    foreign-born    workers   are   a] 
the  reactionary  for  th  the 

Ku  Kluxer  Heflin  and  cruliiiLr  with  Mat- 
thew Woll  ami  Green  of  tl      \ 

The-    strike-breaking    hills    in    ' 
and    the    LTe-ne-ral    attack    on    the 
born   work 

the    foreign    born,    but    against    the 
beirn    W  ■ell.       They    are-    t 

Usui   as  a    W<   .pon    with    which   to  dub 
submission    the    W( 

:i    born,   who   dare   to    fight 
miscrv.     unemployment     an 
Thev  are  of  the  same  tvpc  as  the  attacks 
on  the  workers  thru  t':  minal 

syndii  sedition  laws,  thru  the 

red-flag  laws  and  thru  the  lynching  cam- 
t  N  s  rs.      [*hej  must 

mbatted  by  all  means  at  ow 
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The  stained   glass  window 
in  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John 
the  Divine,  New  York.  Thou- 
sands of  dollars  are  spent  on 
windows  like  this,  WHILE — 
"You  will  eat,  bye  and  bye, 
In   the  glorious   hind 
above  the  sky; 
Work  and  fray,  live  on  hay, 
You'll  get  fie  in  the  sky 
when  you  die!" 


CALL  TO  ARMS! 


"In  righteousness  He  doth  judge  and  make  war."  (Revela- 
tions  19,  vii) 

So  says  the  bible  and  today  priest,  pope  and  minister  of  every 
denomination  and  faith  have  united  in  a  holy  crusade  against  the 
Soviet  Union. 

The  Jewish  holy  man,  at  the  right,  is  blow- 
ing the  shofah  for  prayer  against  the  Soviet 
Union.      He    is   really   sounding   the    Call   to 
Arms  against  the  Soviet  Union  together  with 
all  the  other  trumpeters  of  the  church. 
Behind   this  holy   crusade  stand  the  oppressors   of  millions 
of  toilers  throughout  the  world;    those  who   by  prayer  hope 
to  work  up  a  war  fervor  and  actual  military  action  against 
the   Soviet    Union. 

The   white-robed   "apostle  of    peace"    is    Bishop    Manning, 
who    has   also    called    for   prayer   against   the   Soviet    Union. 
Whispering  into  his  ear  is  J.   P.   Morgan,  at  whose   Trinity 
Church    on    Wall   Street,    Manning   was    a    rector   before    he 
was   ordained    bishop    with    Morgan   leading   in    the    ceremo- 
nies.     Morgan    is    treasurer    and    chairman    of    the    finance 
committee   of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,   which  has  a 
fund    of     $25,500,000 
invested  in  leading  cor- 
porations— all  of  them 
strike-breaking     corpo- 
rations. Trinity  Church 
has  assets  of  $17,000,- 
000,     most     of     it    in 
realty  —   tenement 
houses.     Church  build- 
ings   in    this 
country     are 
estimated    to 
be   worth 
$3,842,500- 
000. 

"To  him 
who  hath 
shall  be  giv- 
en and  he 
shall  have 
abundance." 
%g  (Matthew 

13,  vl2) 


"Marching 
as     to     war, 
With  the  cross 
of  Jesus 
Going  on  before       " 
(Left)  A  priest  of  the  Greek 
Orthodox    Church    as    depicted 
by  a  Moscow  theatre. 
(Below)    When  police  attacked 
the    unemployment    demonstra- 
tion in  Union  Square,  N.   Y. 
"I    saw    the    Lord    standing 
upon    the    altar    and    he    said, 
'Cut  them  in  the  head — all  of 
them — and  I  will  slay  the  last 
of  them  with  the  sword.'  " 
(Amos  9,  v  1 ) 


is  Musso- 
lini,    keeper    of 
the     Pope,     and 
murderer   of 
Italian 
workers. 
'  The  powers 
that    be   arc    or- 
dained of  God." 
(Romans    13:l) 

Right:  His  holi- 
ness Pope  Pius, 
whose  church 
has  been  the  bul- 
wark of  reaction 
and  of  terror 
for  centuries.  He 
also  has  called 
for  a  special 
day  of  prayer 
again  it  the  So 
viet   Union 
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TO  BE  DEFENDED 
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(Left)    A   cra.k  brigade  at  the  tm 
Don    Basin.       The    workers    have    organised    many    such 
brigades  10  increase  the  steel  output  of  the  Sonet   I 
an.l  brine;  the  Fhie-Year-PUm  fj  a  successful  conclusion. 
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(Above)    The  type  of 

houses  being  built  for  the 

u  orkers  in  the  suburbs  of  the  industrial 

ciites  of  the  Soviet   Union. 

(Left)  Workers  of  the  Tver  Proletarian  Textile  Fac- 
tory and  of  the  Trekhgorny  Textile  Factory  voting  for  so- 
cialist competition  between  the  two  mills  at  a  meeting  in 
Moscow. 

(Right)  Peasants  of  the  Zelensk  District,  Uzbekistan, 
which  is  now  a  solid  block  of  collective  farms,  studying 
the  workings  of  a  tractor  at  the  tractor  school  in  their 
district.  This  school  has  280  members  of  the  collective 
farms.  Farming  is  becoming  rapidly 
hud   in    the   Soviet    Union. 
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ibove) 

i  •eneral  view  of 

the   agricultural   commune 

"Krasivaia    Mech"   in   disti  1  </•',   Soviet 

Union. 

(Right)     .•/    use,  •h    lecomes   a    useful 

workers'  Jul'1  On  the  request  of  workers  in  the 
section  it  was  decided  to  close  this  church.  .V 
worker  is  shown  taking  down  the  religious 
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(Above)  A  young  peasant,  just 
come  to  Moscow,  at  work  on  a  huge 
w  o  r  k  e  r  s'  cooperative  apartment 
house. 

I  Kif;ltt)  .■/  children's  home  in  the 
Rosa  Luxemburg  Tobacco  Factory, 
Moscow.  The  women  may  leave 
their  children  there  and  then  take 
them  home  at  the  end  of  the  day's 
work. 
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ONE   YEAR    AFTER 


By  Fred  Beal 

4tOO    fellow    workers,    in   the    name    of 

^  the  hundreds  of  workers  in  the  Man- 
ville-J enckes  mill  and  the  National  Tex- 
tile Workers  Union,  I  cal  a  strike  in 
the   Manville-Jenckes  mill." 

So  ended  my  speech  on  the  lot  behind  the 
Union  Hall  April  1st,  1929,  to  hundreds 
of  textile  workers  who  had  just  voted 
with  uplifted  hands  and  yells  to  STRlKE 
against  the  discharging  of  their  fellow 
workers,  against  the  stretch-out  system, 
against  the  sixty-hour  week,  against  low 
wages,  against  child  labor;  for  a  minimum 
wage  of  twenty  dollars  a  week,  for  the 
eight-hour  day,  for  equal  wages  for  equal 
work  for  women  and  youths,  for  recog- 
nition of  the  National  Textile  Workers 
Union. 

So  began  the  historic  Gastonia  strike  that 
was  to  be  heard  around  the  world. 

It  was  4:30  P.  M.  Two  by  two  the 
striking  workers  marched  to  the  mill  gates 
—singing,  yelling,  happy,  carrying  s.gns. 
Women,  men,  children — back  and  forth 
in  front  of  the  gates,  the  bosses  looking  on 
surprised  at  the  sudden  turn  of  affairs,  i  he 
''foreignized"  workers'  song  Solidarity  rent 
the  air.  Bosses  distributed  leaflets  attack- 
ing the  union.  Workers  laughed  at  them 
and  tore  them  up.  The  Union  hurriedly 
distributed  mimeographed  leaflets.  Speeches 
in  front  of  mill  gate. 

Every  day,  afternoon  and  evening,  mass 
meetings  were  held  on  the  open  lot.  Strike 
mass  meetings  in  the  afternoon.  In  the 
evenings,  mass  meetings  were  held  for  all 
workers.  Thousands  came  from  the  mill 
villages  around  Gastonia.  Hundreds  of 
workers  were  joining  the  Union.  Letters 
came  from  workers  in  all  parts  of  the 
South  to  the  Union  demanding  organizers. 
A  Trade  Union  school  was  opened  where 
Southern  workers  learned  how  to  carry  on 
organizational  work.  They  were  sent  to 
various  sections  of  the  South.  Bosses  be- 
came desperate  and  held  a  big  conference 
in  Gastonia,  with  most  of  the  textile  mill 
owners  of  the  South  attending.  Soon  after 
this  our  Union  headquarters  was  torn  up 
by  a  gang  of  masked  thugs. 

Strikers  beaten  up  on  the  picket  lines. 
Women's  eyes  blackened.  Jails  filled.  The 
International  Labor  Defense  on  the  job 
defending  the  arrested  workers. 

New  headquarters  were  built  by  the 
workers  themselves,  with  the  tent  colony 
in  the  rear.  The  strike  committee  wrote 
to  Governor  Gardner,  himself  a  textile 
baron,  stating  that  the  strikers  intended  to 
defend  their  lives  and  property.  Mass  meet- 
ings continued  with  thousands  of  workers 
attending  from  all  over  North  and  South 


The  Gastonia   7 — (Standing,  left  to  right)    Louis    McLaughlin,    George    Carter,    Fred    Beal    and 

Clarence  Miller ;    (Kneeling,  left  to  right)    William  McGinnis,  K.  Y.  Hendryx  and  Joseph  Harrison. 

The  appeal  comes  before   the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court  in  April. 


Carolina,  Georgia,  and  other  states.  The 
lot  was  getting  too  small  to  hold  tlv; 
crowds.  Bosses  put  on  side  shows  near 
the  mass  meeting  to  keep  the  workers 
away  from  the  Union,  but  without  success. 
The  bosses'  press,  "Gassy"  Gazette,  howl- 
ed for  the  blood  of  the  organizers. 

Around  the  first  of  June  a  general  strike 
of  the  textile  workers  threatened  all  the 
mills  in  and  around  Gastonia.  The  work- 
ers learned  that  the  NTWU  intended  to 
stay  in  the  South  and  not  desert  them,  as 
the  UTW  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  did  in 
1919-1922.  Because  of  this  the  bosses 
decided  the  time  had  come  when  the  or- 
ganizers and  the  Union  must  be  driven 
out  of  town. 

On  June  7th  a  big  attempt  was  made 
to  put  this  into  effect.  A  raid  was  made 
on  the  headquarters.  After  the  firing  had 
subsided  a  few  deputy  gunmen  and  the 
chief  of  police,  Aderholt,  were  wounded. 
The  next  day  Aderholt  died.  One  of  the 
organizers,  Harrison,  was  wounded.  A 
hundred  strikers  and  organizers  were  ar- 
rested. The  bosses'  gangsters  took  full 
possession  of  Gastonia.  Weeks  in  jail,  with 
thirteen  of  us  in  the  shadow  of  the  chair. 
The  II, I)  mobil'zed  the  workers  and  big 
mass  meetings  were  held  in  all  the  big 
cities   of   the    United   States  and    Europe. 


The  bosses  became  afraid  and  let  go  all 
but  seven  who  were  convicted  and  sentenc- 
ed from  seventeen  to  twenty  years. 

But  putting  me  and  my  six  other  com- 
rades in  jail  did  not  and  will  not  stop  the 
growth  of  the  Union.  Already  the  textile 
bosses  of  the  South  fear  our  Union  so 
much  that  they  have  called  in  their  friends 
and  allies,  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor. The  bosses  hope  that  by  diverting 
these  militant  workers  into  the  channel  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  (company  union)  they 
will  be  able  to  kill  the  fighting  spirit  of 
the  workers.  But  our  Union  will  continue 
to  expose  the  treachery  of  the  fakers.  A 
whole  list  of  sell-outs  is  to  their  credit — 
Gastonia,  Charlotte,  Concord,  and  other 
towns  in  North  Carolina  and  in  Georgia. 
Lately  in  Elizabethton,  Tenn.,  and  Mar- 
ion, N.  C. 

Gastonia  was  the  beginning  of  a  new 
struggle  for  the  workers.  Greater  strug- 
gles are  yet  to  take  place  in  the  South 
where  the  class  warfare  is  out  in  the  open. 
This  struggle  will  go  on  until  the  exploit- 
ing class  is  no  more.  The  National  Tex- 
tile Workers  Union  will  not  be  driven  out 
of  the  South  despite  the  terror  of  the 
bosses,  because  this  Union  belongs  to  the 
workers. 
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REVOLTS  IN  AFRICA 


By  J.  W.  Ford 


FOLLOWING  the  close  of  the  First  World 
Congress  of  the  League  Against  Imperialism 
in  1927,  Lamine  Senghor,  one  of  the  most  bril- 
liant fighters  against  imperialism  in  Africa,  him- 
self a  Negro  representative  from  French  Africa, 
paid  with  his  life  for  his  activities  in  fighting 
imperialism.  Soon  after  the  Congress,  he  was  ar- 
rested in  France,  imprisoned  in  a  French  dungeon 
and  there  allowed  to  rot. 

Since  the  murder  of  Senghor,  murder  and 
wholesale  slaughter  have  gone  on  unabated 
throughout  Africa  and  the  Negro  world,  on  a 
scale  perhaps  never  before  known — brutal  sup- 
pression of  the  strikes  of  the  native  workers,  the 
imprisonment  of  leaders  who  raise  their  voices 
against  imperialism.  At  the  same  time  serious 
movements  of  the  natives  have  arisen  to  chal- 
lenge imperialist  rule. 

On  March  16,  1922,  twenty-eight  weaponless 
Kykuyus  of  East  Africa  were  shot  down  for  de- 
manding the  release  of  their  leader,  Harry  Thu- 
ku.  Thuku  still  lies  exiled  and  imprisoned  by 
the  British  imperialists.  In  the  fall  of  last  year 
a  inure  serious  movement  of  the  natives  of  East 
Africa    took   place,   demanding   not  only   the   re- 


nt their  leader,  Thuku,  but  demanding  the 
withdrawal  of  British  forces  from  El  I  Aim  i 
and  the  rule  of  Africa  by  African  workers  and 
peasants.  The  struggle  here,  as  in  other  parts 
of  the  British  Empire,  is  becoming  harder  and 
harder  j  especially  against  the  British  "Labor" 
Party. 

The  native  revolt  which  took  place  in  Equa- 
torial Africa  in  1928,  although  drowned  in 
blood,  took  new  forms.  It  was  spread  ovei  al- 
most the  whole  of  French  Equatorial  Africa 
and  involved  the  total  population  of  French 
Equatorial  Africa.  It  lasted  longer  than  previ- 
ous uprisings  in  French  Africa.  Another  im- 
portant aspect  was  the  fact  that  the  i 
routed  the  French  forces  who  were  sent  to  sup- 
press them  after  the  first  fight.  They  made 
prisoners  of  French  troops  and  killed  some  of 
the  native  chiefs  who  were  betraying  the  inter- 
ests of  the  natives.  From  these  aspects  alone  it 
is  seen  that  this  revolt,  although  drowned  in 
blood,  was  one  of  the  most  serious  that  has  ever 
threatened  French  domination  in  Equatorial  Af- 
rica. 

The  first   application   of   the   new   land    policy 


A    diamond    mine    in    South    Africa 


The  hut  of  a  French  Congo  tribe.     The  natives 
are  forced  to  ivork  on  the  rubber  flantatium 


brought  forward  under  the  new  regime  of  the 
British  "labor"  party  in  West  Africa,  has  al- 
ready resulted  in  the  spilling  of  blood  of  native 
women  who  openly  opposed  the  collection  of 
taxes.  Well  organized  bands  of  women  who 
came  together  to  protest  against  the  taves  were 
met  by  British  troops  with  tear  gas  and  bonhsj 
forty-three  of  the  native  women  were  shot  down. 
In  Nigeria  ami  other  parts  of  West  Africa  the 
same  kinds  of  attacks  have  been  made  on  the 
workers,  the  blood-thirsty  troops,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  British  "labor"  party  in  the  inter- 
est of  British  traders,  have  shot  down  the  na- 
tives. The  answer-of  the  natives  is  more  activity 
against  the  British,  better  organized  forms  of 
struggle  are  being  prepared. 

In  South  Africa  the  local  bourgeoisie  and  the 
British  imperialists  are  making  a  definite  terror- 
istic attempt  to  destroy  the  rising  militant  revo- 
lutionary movement  that  is  involving  native  and 

white  workers.     In  this  connection   recently  the 

police  carried  on  a  series  of  raids  upon  native 
quarters.       The    workers    mobilixed    in    | 

meetings  against  these  raids.     Efforts  were  made 


Bichareen    children    near    Assuan,    I 

by  the  police  and  the  military  to  suppress  the 
meetings  resulting  in  the  Durham  "riots"  of  last 
summer  in  which  several  natives  and  one  police- 
man were  killed.  The  native  workers  are  mak- 
ing more  determined  struggles  against  other 
measures,  such  as  the  Servants  and  Masters  Act. 
Most  significant  in  the  struggles  in  South  Africa 
is  the  growth  and  development  of  the  new  Fed- 
eration of  Non-European  Trade  Unions,  affili- 
ated to  the  Red  International  of  Labor  Unions. 
This  Federation  is  uniting  the  native  and  white 
workers  of  South  Africa  into  a  militant  revolu- 
tionary trade  union  center   in   South  Africa. 

In  Haiti  we  have  already,  last  December,  wit- 
nessed the  heroic  struggle  made  by  the  Haitian 
workers  against  the  U.  S  .marines,  in  which  more 
than  a  hundred  II  utian  workers  were  shot  down. 
Reports  come  daiA  ol  the  growing  militancy  of 
the  Haitian  workers.  Particularly  significant  in 
the  recent  new  .i  sn;  the  inspiration  given  to 
them  by  the  protest  of  solidarity  expressed  and 
shown  by  the  American  workers  in  their  great 
demonstration  in  New  York  City  on  December  4. 

In  America,  the  jailing,  beating,  and  lynching 
of  white  and  Negro  organizers  of  the  Trade 
Union  Unity  League,  particularly  in  the  South, 
do  not  keep  Negro  and  white  workers  out  of 
the  T.U.l'.L. 

Thus,  throughout  the  world,  the  growing  mili- 
tancy and  determination  of  Negro  toilers  goes 
on;  it  is  taking  moM  militant  and  aggressive 
forms.  Organization  is  the  central  germ,  this 
of  course,  is  most  frightening  to  the  imperialist 
oppressors. 

At  London,  England,  on  July  1st,  the  Inter- 
national Conference  of  Negro  Workers  will  take 
up  all  the  problems  of  the  Negro  toilers  through- 
out the  world.  We  shall  join  our  forces  and 
ranks  with  the  Red  International  of  Labor 
Unions  for  a  world-wide  struggle  against  im- 
perialist oppression. 
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(Left,  top)  The  unemployed  demonstration  on 
March  6  in  City  Hall  Plaza,  Philadelphia. 
30,000  workers  participated.  The  demonstra- 
tion included  a  march  from  City  Hall  to 
Independence  Hall 


(Left)  Scenes  in  Detroit  on  March  6  when 
police  clubs  and  fists  were  used  to  answer  the 
demands  of  100,000  workers  for  work  or 
wages!  The  workers  fought  valiantly  for 
their  right  to  the  streets.  Photo  shows  half 
dozen  police  attacking  one  woman.  Photo  in 
circle  shows  the  way  arrests  were  made 

(Below)  When  police,  mounted  and  on  fool, 
plain  clothesmen,  emergency  squads,  and  fire- 
men, directed  by  police  commissioner  Whalen, 
attacked  the  unemployment  demonstration  of 
110,000  in  Union  Square,  New  York  City, 
when  the  workers  insisted  on  their  right  to 
march  to  City  Hall.  The  police  brutally  beat 
everyone  they  could  lay  their  hands  on.  The 
delegation  of  Foster,  Minor,  Amter,  Ray- 
mond and  Leston,  elected  to  present  the  de- 
mands to  the  mayor,  was  arrested  as  soon  at 
it  appeared  at  City  Hall 
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(Above)  Part  of  the  demonstration  of  2\ 
•workers  in  Pittsburgh  on  March  6,  demcX 
work  or  wages.  Pat  Devine,  CommunA 
ganizer,  is  shown  addressing  the  crowd,  i 
parade,  which  was  brutally  attacked  l\\ 
police,  got  under  way 
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The  unemployed  work 
er    Dyer,    after    being 
beaten  by  N.   Y.  police 
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(Right)  View  of  the  demonstration  of  25,000  for 
work  or  wages  in  the  "socialist"  city  of  Milwau- 
kee, where  the  police  are  just  as  brutal  in  attack- 
nig  the  unemployed  as  in  other  cities.  The  lower 
fhoto  shows  the  beginning  of  the  march 


t  shows  a  police  attack  on  the 
in  Boston  Commons  when  the 
d  to  march  to  the  State  House. 
>  demonstrated.  Many  were  ar- 
nd   beaten   by   the   police 

of     the    march     of     50,000 

ork  or  wages  in  Chicago.  The 

td  despite  police  ban.     March 

I  by  numerous  police  raids  and 

failed   to   halt  demonstrations 

t  police  tried  to  break  up  an 
tmonstration  in  Cleveland  on 
vorkers  battled  for  the  streets. 

the  25,000  demonstrated  and 
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the  leadership  of  the  Trade 
League   and    Communist    Party 


yHr"'   *% 

^''   > 

*^f 

r  4        ■ 

\ 

nm, 

CHAIN  GANGS 


Dewey  Martin,  NTWU  Organizer,  sentenced  to 
seven    months    on    the   chain    gang 

By  George  Carter 

A  HALF  year  in  the  county  chain 
gang!  Dewey  Martin  will  have  to 
serve  seven  months  and  George  Saul  six 
months  on  the  chain  gang  because  they 
dared  to  organize  Southern  mill  slaves.  The 
rank  and  file  workers  railroaded  at  Marion, 
N.  C.  will  also  serve  six  months.  Hoff- 
man, U.T.W.  organizer,  will  serve  a 
month  in  the  county  jail. 

Why  the  chain  gang  for  Saul  and  Mar- 
tin and  the  rank  and  filers  from  Marion 
and  only  one  month  for  Hoffman  in  the 
county  jail?  Hoffman  was  the  big  cheese 
at  Marion. 

The  secret  of  course  is  that  Hoffman 
told  the  picketers  to  carry  bibles,  thus  stif- 
ling the  militancy  of  the  revolting  textile 
slaves,  while  Saul,  Martin  and  the  rank 
and  filers  at  Marion  conducted  the  union 
along  the  lines  of  the  class  struggle. 

Life  for  the  prisoners  in  the  county  jail 
is  not  so  miserable.  Of  course  one  has  but 
few  privileges,  being  deprived  of  social 
rights,  friends  and  generally  speaking  per- 
sonal freedom.  However,  when  it  is  com- 
pared with  the  privation  and  misery  of  the 
gang,  thirty  days  can  be  considered  a  walk- 
over. Usually  prisoners  at  the  county  jail 
ire  given  a  chance  to  keep  themselves  clean, 
can  rise  and  retire  at  leisure  and  have 
plenty  of  time  to  read. 

On  the  chain  gang,  life  is  substituted  by 
existence,  human  rights  by  tyranny,  hu- 
manitarianism  by  brutality  and  misery  is 
the  result  of  this  sort  of  brutal  oppression. 
After  learning  about  the  actual  facts  con- 
cerning the  gangs,  the  vicious  penal  sys- 
tem in  the  days  of  czarism  pales  into  in- 
significance. We  must  forget  these  prac- 
tices of  the  past  and  prepare  to  abolish 
forever  this  which  we  find  within  our  own 
borders.     Let  us  stop  talking  about  czar- 


ism and  concern  ourselves  with  our  own 
tyrannical  regimes  that  cleverly  kid  us  by 
telling  us  about  brutality  in  poor  unfor- 
tunate Russia  and  of  course  conveniently 
forgetting  to  tell  us  how  the  Russians 
remedied  the  situation. 

The  chain-gang  convicts  are  used  on  the 
roads  in  most  Southern  communities.  In 
North  Carolina  they  do  all  the  work  in 
connection  with  the  county  roads.  In 
Mecklenburg  County  until  the  first  of 
January  a  few  skilled  workers  were  hired 
but  in  the  future  all  work  will  be  done  by 
the  prisoners. 

The  trusties  and  prisoners  having  re- 
sponsible work  are  without  chains.  Usually 
they  are  fed  a  little  better  and  get  a  few 
privileges  denied  chainmen  but  generally 
speaking  they  are  treated  the  same. 

When  the  captain  comes  after  a  pris- 
oner at  Charlotte,  N.  C,  he  takes  him  up 
and  welds  on  the  chains  and  they  "stay 
put"  until  that  man  has  served  his  sentence 
or  is  made  a  trustee.  The  chains  consist 
of  uprights  from  ankle  to  belt  and  spread 
chains  between  the  ankles  about  fifteen 
inches,  but  just  about  long 
enough  to  step,  but  calcu- 
lated to  make  fast  step- 
ping impossible.  Spikes  are 
added  if  the  captain  wants 
to  punish,  or  things  the 
man  might  attempt  to 
make  a  break.  If  you 
think  this  is  a  lark,  try 
weighting  down  your  feet 
with  a  few  pounds. 
Early  in  the  morning  an  early-rising 
trustee  shakes  the  rod  to  which  all  the 
chainmen  are  fastened  at  night.  Many 
have  chores  before  breakfast.  Breakfast 
is  served  just  before  daybreak  and  consists 
of  syrup,  bread,  fatback  and  black  coffee. 
After  it  is  light  enough  to  see  a  man  eas- 


George    Saul 


ily,  the  men  are  hustled  out  to  the  road  and 
they  stop  there  until  it  is  getting  dark  at 
night.  Most  of  the  work  is  laboring,  be- 
ing the  pick  and  shovel  kind  and  when  you 
remember  they  work  in  their  chains  you 
can  imagine  what  it  means  to  work  thru 
the  long  summer  days.  At  noon  the  pris- 
oners eat  their  beans  and  cornbread  and 
with  perhaps  a  sweet  potato  or  a  piece  of 
fatback.  After  returning  to  the  camp 
at  night,  the  prisoners  are  fed  corn- 
bread  and  buttermilk.  In  some  camps  they 
serve  beans  twice  a  day. 

Once  on  the  gang  you  do  not  get  sick. 
You  can  be  bilious,  have  a  severe  cold  but 
it  does  not  matter.  You  go  out  each  day 
and  work  until  you  fall  out. 

The  majority  of  the  camps  are  relics  of 
the  past.  Sanitation  is  bad.  In  some  they 
do  not  even  have  modern  plumbing.  The 
prisoners  get  a  bath  once  a  week.  They 
change  their  clothes  then  and  wear  them 
until  the  next  week.  It  is  difficult  to 
change  clothes  while  chained  and  it  is  only 
a  few  of  the  old-timers  who  can  do  it 
quickly.  Most  of  the  prisoners  sleep  on 
cots  or  sheet-steel  bunks.  A  mattress  and 
a  blanket  serve  as  bedding. 

All  the  time  they  are  guarded  with 
sawed  off  shot-guns  ready  to  blaze  away 
the  minute  a  man  might  try  to  run. 

Some  say  the  chain-gangs  are  doomed. 
Militant  workers  need  not  draw  a  sigh 
of  relief.  Let  nobody  fool  you.  The 
chain  gang  will  remain  as  long  as  the  capi- 
talist system.  It  is  one  of  the  cherished 
institutions  sanctified  by  the  constitution. 
The  mill  bosses  can  see  in  it  the  means  of 
terrorizing  the  workers  into  submission. 
They  will  fill  the  chain-gangs  with  the 
underpaid  free-workers  when  they  refused 
to  work  any  longer  for  meager  wages  and 
attempt  to  make  them  work  anyway.  Such 
is  the  way  in  a  free  country. 


A    chain  gang,   showing   strifes  and   chains 
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From  Peonage 


(Left)   Many  Segro  toilers  of  the  south  still  lue  in  old  slave  cabins 
like  those  shown  in  the  fholo,    . 
Hies.    Tied  Jou-n  to  the  laiul  at;.. 

many  escaft    lecretly — only    to   fin  mills 

The  chain,  forming  the  letters  ' 
Wood,     6$-year-olJ    Seiro    woman, 


(Below)    Toiling  on  fallow 
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To  Struggle 


By  a  Negro  Worker 


MY  parents  were  tenant  farmers  in  a 
small  town  near  Birmingham,  Ala- 
bama. My  father  was  once  strong  and 
healthy  but  hard  work  broke  him  down. 
He  wanted  to  quit  the  farm,  but  that  was 
impossible.  It  was  against  the  law  to  leave 
the  farm  because  we  owed  money  to  the 
landowner.  My  father  died  and  left  me 
and  my  mother  alone.  I  was  then  about 
eighteen  (I  don't  know  my  exact  age).  I 
hated  the  farm.  We  wanted  to  leave  but 
they  told  us  we  had  to  pay  pa's  debts  or  go 
to  jail.  But  I  couldn't  stand  it.  The 
market  sales  were  never  enough  to  cover 
the  rent.  At  least  that's  what  the  land 
owner  told  us  who  marketed  our  crops. 
My  mother  worried,  became  ill,  and  finally 
died. 

After  that  I  couldn't  remain  on  the 
farm.  I  decided  to  escape.  About  mid- 
night one  evening  I  got  a  piece  of  pork, 
a  hunk  of  bread,  my  other  pair  of  over- 
alls, and  started  for  the  city. 

When  I  reached  Birmingham  I  was 
half  starved.  I  didn't  know  anybody.  I 
wanted  to  beg  for  food  but  I  was  afraid. 
I  saw  a  Salvation  Army  place  and  I  was 
glad.  My  father  told  me  they  went 
around  helping  people.  I  told  them  I  was 
hungry,  but  they  got  mad  and  told  me  to 
stay  where  the  "niggers"  belong. 

I  didn't  eat  for  two  days.  Then  I  got 
a  job  in  a  steel  mill.  The  work  was  hard 
as  steel  and  hot  as  hell.  Besides  all  the 
colored  had  to  start  one  half  an  hour  be- 
fore the  others,  and  finish  an  hour  later. 
We  had  only  forty  minutes  for  our  lunch; 
the  others  had  an  hour.  We  had  to  go  al- 
most a  mile  to  a  lunch  room  which  would 
serve  us.  The  whites  could  eat  any  place. 
They  got  $10  a  week  and  we  got  $8. 


.All  the  colored  workers 
live  in  shacks  four  miles 
from  tile  mill.  They  are 
owned  by  the  company  who 
charge  us  more  than  they 
charge  the  whites. 

One  day  a  labor  leader 
came  from  the  north.  They 
called  him  a  "radical."  They 
lynched  him.  They  said  he 
wanted  to  have  a  rebellion. 
He  said  there  was  no  differ- 
ence between  white  and  col-  HHHB 
ored. 

Another  day  when  we  quit  work  a  girl 
was  distributing  some  hand  bills.  They 
pinched  her  but  I  got  one  of  the  hills  and 
took  it  home.  I  never  went  to  school  ex- 
cept three  months,  so  I  couldn't  read  it 
vi  r\  well.  I  showed  it  to  a  preacher  whom 
I  knew.  He  said  it  was  from  the  I 
lovers  who  didn't  believe  in  God.  That 
seemed  strange  to  me,  and  I  asked  him  to 
read  it.  There  were  main  words  he 
couldn't  understand,  but  amu.n  he  told 
me  it  called  for  some  meeting  of  mill 
workers. 

I  decided  to  go  to  see  what  it  was  about. 
I  went.  When  I  got  there  I  saw  some 
whites  talking  to  colored  profit-  and  sit- 
ting down  with  them.  I  was  surpi 
I  never  saw  that  before.  Then  the  meet- 
ing started.  The  speaker  said  that  black 
ami  white  workers  should  join  together. 
Then  I  guessed  that  these  were  tin-  trouble 
makers  and  "nigger-lovers"  that  the  papers 
spoke  about.  Hut  I  liked  them.  They 
seemed  so  sincere  and  so  willing  to  help 
us  Negroes. 

After   the    meeting    we   stayed    .1    [one 

time  talking.     When  we  were  going  home 


they  wanted  to  walk  part  of  the  wav  with 
us,   but  some   said   that    we    might   get   in 
trouble   if   people  saw    white   .in 
walking  together,  so  we  went  home  alone. 
When  I  got  home  I  read  the  magazine 

they  gave  me.  It  Was  the  I.AUOR  DE- 
FENDER. I  liked  the  pictures  in  it.  I 
didn't  know  before  that  there  were  white 
people  fighting  against  lynching.  These 
-1 1  111  -.11  right. 
That's  why  I  joined  them  after. 
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As  Told  by  Bill  Caudle  and  Written  Down  by  Grace  Lumpkin 


I'M    51    years  old.      I   worked   at   the   mill   as 
night  watchman.     There  was  two  mills. 

The  organizer  came  and  I  joined  the  union. 
We  had  secret  meetings  around  at  houses  and 
then  we  was  ready  to  come  out  so  we  put  out 
leaflets  about  a  meeting  at  a  hall.  The  night 
watchman  from  the  other  mill  came  to  me  on 
the  side  and  he  said:  "You  better  watch  out, 
they're  going  to  break  up  that  meeting  and 
they're  going  to  get  you." 

But  we  went  on  to  the  hall  that  night.  And 
we  didn't  have  a  meeting.  The  sheriff  came  and 
said  we  had  to  break  it  up  so  we  broke  it  up. 
We  went  home.     But  we  kept  on  with  the  union. 

Well,  some  time  after  that  one  Friday  night 
I  was  laying  on  the  bed,  and  one  of  my  little 
boys,  he's  a  cripple  from  tuberculosis,  went  out 
on  the  porch  and  he  came  running  back  and 
said  "Papa  there's  people  out  there,  hundreds  of 
'em."  So  I  said  "lock  the  door"  and  I  went 
back  and  lay  on  the  bed.  My  wife  went  to  the 
window  and  peered  out  and  "Sure  enuf,"  she 
said.  "They're  out  there."  And  pretty  soon 
come  a  knocking  at  the  door.  Knock!  Knock 
and  knock!  I  pulled  my  .38  from  under  my 
pillow  and  took  it  along  to  the  door.  I  went 
to  the  door  and  says  who's  there  and  a  man 
said  "It's  Bill  Hayne." 

Bill  Hayne  was  a  doffer  at  the  mill.  I  want 
you  to  remember  that  name  because  I'm  remem- 
bering Bill  Hayne  and  the  others  as  worker* 
that  went  back  on  their  fellow  worker.  "What 
do  you  want?"  I  said. 

'We  want  you,"  he  said.     "Open  the  door." 

I  opened  the  door  and  there  stood  Bill  Hayne, 
and  two  other  workers  and  behind  'em  at  the 
right  and  left  and  behind  crowding  the  yard 
was  others.  I  had  my  .38  pointed  right  at  'em. 
And  I  said,  "You  get  back  there."  They  stood 
back.  They  knew  I  was  going  to  shoot.  They 
says,  "Come  with  us"  and  I  said  I  wasn't  going 
with  anybody — not  willingly.  They  might  take 
my  dead  body  but  before  they  did  somebody 
else  would  get  hurt.  He  turned  his  flashlight 
around  on  all  the  men  standing  in  the  yard. 
"And  if  you  don't,"  he  said,  "We've  got  plenty 
to  make  you." 

And  that  time  they  went  away. 

But  before  they  went  they  said,  "We  give  you 
ten  hours  to  get  out  of  town." 

And  then  I  heard  afterward  they  went  to 
every  man  that  had  said  he  belonged  to  a  union 
and  told  him   to  get  out. 

And  some  of  'cm  did.  They  moved  out  fam- 
ilies and  all.  I  went  out  of  town  'cause  I  had 
to  go  to  headquarters  of  the  Union  in  another 
city.  But  I  left  my  wife  and  children  right 
there. 


So  in  a  few  days  I  came  back  and  on  the 
road  I  got  a  ride  with  somebody  that  was  a 
cousin  of  mine.  And  he  told  me  two  organizers 
had  been  taken  for  a  ride  and  the  Hundred  was 
looking  for  me.  So  I  stopped  on  the  town 
limits  at  a  home  and  sent  word  for  one  of 
my  boys  to  come  out.  He  came  after  a  spell 
and  I  told  him  to  go  back  and  tell  his  Ma  to 
come  out  and  see  me.  He  came  back  and  said 
his  Ma  couldn't  come,  or  she  thought  better  not 
to  because  they  were  already  looking  for  me. 

So  I  told  my  boy,  "You  go  home  and  brin^ 
me  my  .38  pistol  and  tell  your  Ma  to  meet  me 
in  a  hour  in  the  woods  by  the  swamp."  That 
was  just  about  a  hundred  yards  from  my  house. 

When  my  boy  come  back  with  the  pistol  we 
walked  way  around  the  edge  of  town  and  come 
out  into  those  woods.  But  just  as  we  got  there 
we  saw  'em  coming.  There  was  two  automo- 
biles and  a  truck  full  and  I  didn't  know  how 
many  walking.  They  stretched  down  the  road 
so  I  couldn't  see.  When  I  saw  this,  my  boy 
and  me  started  walking  the  road  right  through 
the  swamp.  I  was  carrying  my  pistol  and  my 
boy  said,  "You  better  put  that  in  your  pocket," 
but  I  said  I  was  going  to  keep  it  out  ready. 
And  the  black  hundred  followed  us  right  on 
and  we  hurried  ahead  of  'em.  They  had  a 
hard  time  coming  through  the  swamp.  Then 
we  got  to  the  river  and  I  struck  down  the  side 
of  the  river,  walking  fast.  At  the  trial  they 
said  they  was  out  rabbit  hunting.  And  I  said 
if  they  was,  it  was  the  funniest  rabbit  hunt 
I  ever  saw  and  the  funniest  rabbit. 

We  went  down  the  side  of  the  river  anJ 
soon  we  come  to  a  lake.  And  there  was  the 
river  on  the  left  side  and  the  lake  in  front  and 
what  there  was  at  the  back.  And  I  said  to  my 
son,  "Well,  I  don't  aim  to  commit  suicide  by 
jumping  into  the  river  or  the  lake,  so  I  better 
turn  around  and  face  what  is  behind  me."  So 
I  did.  I  held  up  my  pistol  and  when  they 
caught  up  I  said,  "There's  a  dead  man  amongst 
you  if  you  come  any  further."  And  I  stood 
there  and  they  stood  there.  They'd  had  to  get 
out  the  cars  and  the  truck  way  back  and  they 
knew  I  meant  business.  So  they  turned  around 
and  went  back.  And  after  a  while,  I  says  to 
my  boy,  "Let's  go  home."     So  we  went. 

I  went  back  and  changed  my  wet  clothes 
and  talked  to  my  wife  and  then  I  began  clean- 
ing up  my  guns.  I  oiled  'em  till  they  looked 
like  new.      Then   I   waited. 

And  pretty  soon  came  the  knock,  knock,  knock- 
ing at  the  door.  My  wife  and  nic  had  fixed  it 
up  before,  so  I  just  sat  and  she  went  to  the 
door  and  said  "Who's  there?"  and  he  said, 
"It's  Jim   Lauder."      Jim   Lauder   was  a   police. 


My  wife  looked  at  me  and  I  shook  my  head. 
I  knew  that  wasn't  Jim   Lauder's  voice. 

She  said,  "That  ain't  Jim  Lauder."  And  then 
somebody  else  said  "It's  the  sheriff,"  and  I 
knew  it  was  the  sheriff's  voice.  And  Jim  Lau- 
der, the  real  Jim,  spoke  up  then  and  said,  "Open 
up'i  we  got  a  warrant  for  you." 

So  I  went  out  in  the  hall  with  my  pistol  in 
one  hand  and  my  rifle  in  the  other  and  when 
I  nodded,  my  boy  opened  the  door.  And  there 
was  Jim  Lauder  and  the  sheriff.  They  said 
they'd  got  a  warrant  for  me.  I  said,  "And 
who's  that  behind  you?"  There  was  men  all 
in  the  yard  and  on  the  sidewalk  —  way  down  — 
I  could  see  some  even  in  the  light  from  the 
Mill  gate  —  I  lived  near  the  mill  because  I  was 
watchman.  He  said,  "Oh,  they  just  happened  to 
be  there,  they  won't  hurt  you."  But  I  just  stood 
there  pointing  my  guns.  I  said,  "If  you've  got 
a  warrant  I'll  come  with  you.  I  ain't  afraid  of 
anything  I've  done  and  I'll  go.  But  you  got  to 
get  the  men  away,  everybody  except  you  two." 
So  the  sheriff  talked  to  Jim  Lauder  and  Jim 
went  down  there  and  talked  to  the  men  and  they 
went  away  and  I  went  to  jail  with  the  sheriff 
and  Lauder. 

And  then  I  found  out  they  were  accusing  me 
of  carrying  concealed  weapons  and  treatening 
people  on  the  highway  —  threatened  assault  I 
think  it  was.  You  see  they  said  that  I  had  tried 
to  assault  some  peaceful  rabbit  hunters. 

Then  the  I.  L.  D.  heard  about  me  and  they 
got  busy  and  some  telegrams  came  to  me  in  jail 
and  the  jail  keeper  looked  funny  and  he  says, 
"It  looks  like  you  got  friends."  And  the  jail 
keeper's  wife  came  and  she  said,  "Why,  you 
must  have  friends,"  and  I  said,  "Sure  I've  got 
friends."  And  I  said,  "I've  got  some  good 
lawyers  going  to  defend  me."  And  she  said, 
"They  your  friends?"  And  I  said,  "No,  the 
I.  L.  D.  is  my  friend,  the  International  Labor 
Defense.  Three  fellows  like  Bill  —  that  work 
in  the  mills  and  gets  just  what  I  do,  let  the 
bosses  make  them  go  after  a  fellow  worker. 
They  turn  on  a  fellow  worker  to  make  up  to 
the  boss.  And  they  think  they're  going  to  senil 
me  to  prison.  But  the  I.  L.  D.  is  going  to  get 
me  out." 

And    it   did. 

And  I  want  to  say  that  as  long  as  blood  beats 
in  this  arm  no  black  hundred  that  belongs  to 
the  boss  up  at  the  mill  is  going  to  stop  me 
organizing  and  writing  for  myself  and  my  fel- 
low workers.  I've  been  in  jail  and  I  expect  to 
)>  again.  But  I'm  going  to  keep  right  on  or- 
ganizing in  the  union.  Ami  if  we  get  together 
like  we  ought,  some  day  the  workers  are  going 
to  rule  the  world. 


74 


Oil  and  Blood 


By  Tristan  Marof 

lT)OLIVIA  i-  .1  country  ver)  little  known  in 
JD  tin-  history  of  ill'-  class  struggle.  But, 
nevertheless,  :is  in  other  countries,  a  very  impor- 
tant mass  movement  is  in  progress  there.  Much 
more  so  in  Bolivia  since  it  has  Inn  recently 
emerged  from  feudalism.  The  peasant  revolts 
.itul  repressions  succeeded  each  other  periodically 
from  1700  to  this  period.  In  1927  the  govern- 
ment of  President  Stiles  suppressed  the  last  one, 
assassinating  and  mowing  down  with  machine 
guns  more  than  700  workers,  as  estimated  offici- 
ally by  the  government.  The  regiments  of  ar- 
tillery and  cavalry,  officered  In  German  tech- 
nicians, silenced  the  protest  oi  the  peasant  masses 
in  blood. 

In  Bolivia  there  exists  two  working  class 
ol  importance — the  peasants  and  the  min- 
ers. The  peasants  of  Bolivia  number  about  two 
million  inhabitants.  They  work  the  fields  of  the 
large  landowners  under  the  most  terrible  condi- 
tions. The  feudal  lord  has  unlimited  rights  over 
the  Indian.  He  may  whip,  imprison  and  rob 
him  as  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  kind  of 
justice  from  the  whites.  The  owner  lives  in  the 
city,  waiting  for  his  Indians  to  bring  him  the 
harvest,  meanwhile  leading  an  easy  life  and  pay- 
ing little  attention  to  his  property  and  its  im- 
provement. The  only  one  who  labors  and  sweats 
in  Bolivia  is  the  Indian.  The  feudal  lord  in  the 
city  busies  himself  with  playing  at  politics  and 
composing  romantic  poems  to  please  the  taste 
of  parasitic  young  ladies.  Cities  almost  dead, 
economically  backward,  centuries  backward.  The 
Indian,  enslaved  by  the  city  landlord,  makes  the 
earth  yield  its  fruits.  And  as  we  see  this,  we 
come  to  understand  why  the  Indians  rise  in  re- 
volt so  periodically,  trying  to  throw  off  the  yoke 
of    feudalism. 

When  we  speak  of  the  Indian  workers  of 
Bolivia  we  must  have  something  else  in  mind. 
A  brilliant  past  is  theirs.  The  Incas  were  their 
forefathers.  Remnants  of  primitive  commun- 
ism and  family  organization  still  remain  in  their 
communities.  The  peasant  believes  in  coopera- 
tives and  community  work.  Three  centuries  of 
Spanish  colonization  and  one  century  of  republi- 


An   Indian  Ptasanl   Family 


can  democratic  fiction  have  not  been  able  to  shake 
off  entirely  the  faith  of  the  Indian.  Today, 
the  peasants,  under  the  power  of  the  landowner, 
live  miserable  lives,  and  their  salaries  amount  to 
about  ten  cents  a  day.  Sometimes,  under  the 
whip  of  the  landowner,  they  work  for  nothing. 

The  other  important  workingclass  force  is 
composed  of  the  miners.  The  country  is  essen 
ti.illv  a  mining  land  and  its  life  depends  upon 
it.  Bolivia  is  the  second  tin-producing  country 
in  the  world  and  its  production  increases  daily. 
A  dozen  or  so  of  foreign  millionaires  have  the 
industry  in  their  hands,  realizing  enormous  pro- 
tits.  Patino,  working  together  with  Yankee  fi- 
nanciers, exports  tin  at  the  value  of  SO  million 
dollars  a  year;  Hochschild  &  Company  about  12 
millions;  Caracoles  Tin  Mines  of  Bolivia  about 
six  millions;  Aramayo  Mines  about  4  million. 
Ilii    struggle  for  tin   in  Bolivia  is  carried  on  be- 
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tween  British  and  American  capital.  Guggen- 
heim Brothers,  through  their  agents  in  Bolivia, 
made  enormous  investments  and  are  earn- 
ing on  negotiations  to  buy  the  Potosi  Hill,  which 
has  been  producing  silver  in  great  amounts  for 
the  last   four  hundred   years. 

Naturally  this  mining  industry  takes  in  thous- 
ands and  thousands  of  workers.  Living  condi- 
tions and  salaries  are  miserable.  A  qualified  min- 
er earns  from  three  to  four  pesos  a  day  (about 
$1.50).  Women  and  children  of  less  than  12 
years  labor  in  the  mines,  earning  salaries  of  80 
and  50  centavoa  (about  2>  American  a  ■■ 
day.  The  workers  who  die  daily  in  the  mine* 
are  secretly  buried  so  as  to  make  it  impossible 
for  the   families  to  collect    insurance. 

In  the  miners'  organization  the  government 
and  the  companies  have  introduced  their  reform- 
ist agents,  which  represents  a  real  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  a  revolutionary  movement.  No  matter 
what  government  was  in  power  when  the  miners 
went  on  strike,  it  has  suppressed  them  in  the 
same  bloodv  way.  The  real  rulers  of  the  coun- 
try are  the  industrial  lords,  represent.  ,1  bv 
Patino    and    its    Yank  I  iton        B 

cannot    make   a    single    move    without    consulting 
the  Wall  Street  bank  ■-.  who  have  izreat  invest- 
in  the  country  in  the  font 
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WITH  the  tremendous  unemployment  strug- 
gle raging  throughout  the  country,  it  be- 
comes one  of  the  major  tasks  of  all  members  of 
Louis  Kogan, 
New  York  work- 
er, who  was  beat- 
en and  jailed  by 
New  York  "po- 
lice for  distrib- 
uting and  selling 
Labor  Defend- 
er at  the  Union 
Square  Unem- 
ployment Dem- 
onstration o  n 
March  6.  Aaron 
Grosberg  was 
also   beaten. 

the  ILD  to  help  build  a  mass  circulation  for  the 
LABOR  DEFENDER. 

The  LABOR  DEFENDER  sub  drive  has  been 
extended  to  May  1.  Up  to  March  17,  due  to  tie 
splendid  efforts  of  a  number  of  comrades  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  over  2,000  new  subscribers 
had  been  obtained  for  the  LABOR  DEFENDER. 
We  need  20,000  more  to  reach  our  goal.  Whether 
we  get  anywhere  near  it  or  not  depends  upon 
the  seriousness  with  which  the  District  and 
Branch  organizations  take  the  achievement  of 
the  quotas  set  for  them  and  what  effort  they 
make  to  reach  them  by  May    1 . 

The  New  York  District,  by  persistent  work, 
well  planned  out,  is  proceeding  at  a  rate  that 
should  be  an  example  to  the  rest  of  the  country. 
It  has  promised  to  reach  the  goal  of  2,500  sub- 
scribers set  for  it  by  May    1. 

The  comrades  in  Detroit  are  doing  well  at 
factory  gate  sales  and  newspaper  stand  sales  in 
factory  districts.  By  March  I  the  March  issue 
had  already  been  sold  out  in  Detroit.  It  is  a 
mark  of  progress  in  ability  to  meet  struggle 
situations  and  spreading  our  literature  effectively 
as  the  movement  grows  that  the  entire  March 
edition  of  24,000  had  been  sold  out  by  March  5. 

Comrades,  wc  must  make  every  effort  to  win 
permanent  working  class  fighters  to  our  move- 
ment by  building  a  powerful  subscription  army 
for  our  magazine.  Into  action!  Fill  your 
quotas! 

STANDING  IN  THE  DRIVE 
Up   to   March    17,    inclusive,   the   number   of 
new   subs   obtained,    not    counting    renewals,    wis 
2,258.       The    following    is   the    record    at    that 
date: 

Districts 

New   York    601 

Michigan     ...  260 

Chicago 

(including  Milwaukee  sub-district)  250^3 

Philadelphia     .  143 

Ohio     108J4 


Los   Angeles    92 

Pittsburgh      79 

Minnesota      75^ 

(Tyomies  6\x/i) 

Buffalo       7  3 

Boston  68 

San   Francisco    47 

Dakotas      41 

Connecticut      34V^ 

Washington     28 

South      23 

Anthracite      20 

Kansas      15 

National   Office    299 

TOTAL    2258 

Individuals 

T.  Tiriris  (New  York  City)    62 1/> 

Helen   Rosenbaum    (Newark,   N.   J.)    ....  57 

Eva    Greenspoon    (Chicago,    111.)     48 

Esther  Deeovny    (Philadelphia,  Pa.)         .  .  3  7 

A.   Malinsky   (Chicago,  111.) 35j^ 

A.   Maulin    (New  York   City)     .  28 

Sarah  Wand   (Buffalo,  N.  Y.)  26 

F.   G.  Butler    (Oakland,  Calif.)     21 

Marv   Ostrow   (Los  Angeles,   Cal.)     ....  20 

L.   C.  Jarvis  (Los  Angeles,   Calif.)  19 

Otto   Evanoff    (Campbell,   Ohio)  18 

Anna  Block   (New  York  City)  16J4 

Helen  Yeskevitch  (New  York  City)  16 

Israel    Prager   (Boston,  Mass.)    16 

Luis   Martinez   (New  York  City)  16 

Julia    Schulner    (Milwaukee,   Wise.)  16 

S.  Xedes  (Detroit,  Mich.)    15 

S.   Kasmanskv   (Detroit,   Mich.)  15 

F.    Ulrich    (New  York   City)  14 

M.   Grossman    (Detroit,   Mich.)     .  14 

Geo.   Moore    (New  York   City)     14 

S.    Sasna    (New    York    City)  14 

A.  Schneider  (New  York  City)  13 

Georgoulis   (Detroit,   Mich.)  12j/j 

Dan  Agolas  (St.  Regis,  Mont.)  12 

Stevens  (Chicago,  111.)  11 

S.  Belenko  (Garv,  Ind.)    11 

S.  Rubin  (New  Yosk  City)    11 

A.  Bakunin  (Flint,  Mich.)    10 

O.  J.  Arness   (Williston,  N.  D.)    10 

D.  McCarthy  (New  York  City)    10 


LABOR  DEFENDER  PHOTO  GROUP 

WORKER-PHOTOGRAPHERS  have  re- 
cently organized  a  LABOR  DEFENDER 
photo  group  in  New  York  City.  The  object  of 
the  group  is  to  take  pictures  of  interest  to  all 
workers  for  publication  in  the  LABOR  DE- 
FENDER and  the  rest  of  the  workingclass 
press.  With  the  cooperation  of  the  Nippon 
Camera  Club  it  will  also  do  its  own  printing 
and  developing. 

One  of  its  first  tasks  will  be  the  making  of 
a  film  showing  the  varied  activities  of  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense  to  be  shown  at  I.L.D. 
meetings. 


THE     BOLSHEVIK     PARTY     IN     ACTION: 

1904-1914,  Selections  from  Lenin,  Volume  II; 
International  Publshers,  $1.50. 

THIS  latest  volume  of  collected  writings  of 
Lenin,  just  issued  by  International  Publish- 
ers, is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  Marxian-Lenin- 
ist library  being  made  available  by  International 
in  this  country. 

As  our  movement  rapidly  develops,  drawing 
into  its  ranks  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
American  workers,  the  experiences  of  previous 
revolutions,  carefully  sifted  and  presented  by  an 
eagle  mind,  always  carefully  aware  of  the  les- 
sons to  be  drawn  from  the  struggles,  persistently 
adding  to  the  battery  of  workingclass  tactic,  be- 
come especially  valuable  in  leading  our  strug- 
gles into   the   proper  direction. 

"The  art  of  revolution,"  as  Lenin  terms  it, 
can  be  built  up  only  on  the  basis  of  existing 
conditions  in  the  light  of  previous  experiences. 
In  this  highly  illuminating  volume  is  seen  the 
development  of  Bolshevik  tactic  as  formulated 
by  Lenin  out  of  the  experiences  and  day  to  day 
struggles  of  the  rapidly  changing  revolutionary 
situation  in  Russia  in  the  years  1904-1907.  Al- 
ways fighting  the  half-way  measures  of  bour- 
geois democrats,  always  battering  away  at  the 
dimmed  half-sighted  tactics  of  the  Mensheviks, 
Lenin  hewed  for  the  class-conscious  proletariat, 
a  theory  and  practise  of  revolutionary  tactic, 
which,  effectively  rounded  out  by  the  success- 
ful Russian  Revolution  of  1917,  is  today  a 
powerful  weapon  in  the  hands  of  the  workers 
throughout  the   world. 

Equallv  cutting  in  their  clear-sightedness  and 
class  distinction  are  the  writings  contained  in 
this  volume  written  during  the  reaction  which 
followed  the  defeat  of  the  1905-07  revolution. 
Direct  and  to  the  point,  Lenin  cuts  all  the 
growths  of  pessimism,  retreat,  liquidation,  merci- 
lessly out  of  the  body  of  social-democracy  and 
builds  an  unswerving  Bolshevik  theory  and  or- 
ganization. Many  there  were  who,  faced  with 
the  necessity  of  persistent  and  untiring  work 
under  the  difficulties  of  persecution  and  illegal- 
ity, were  all  for  giving  in,  for  disbanding  the 
social  democracy.  Others  sought  refuge,  while 
professing  to  be  true  Bolsheviks,  in  theoretical 
maneuverings  with  religion  and  idealism.  To 
all  this  Lenin  opposed  the  concrete  tasks  of  the 
day  in  the  certainty  that  success  for  the  prole- 
tarian revolution  was  not  far  off,  building  and 
laving  the  basis  for  it,  on  the  concrete  founda- 
tion  of  dialectic  materialism. 

At  this  time  of  special  interest  in  this  volume 
is  an  article  "The  Workers'  Party  and  Religion," 
which  clearly  sets  forth  the  relationships  between 
a  class-conscious  workers'  party  and  the  fight 
against   religion. 

Books  like  these  should  be  read  carefully  and 
digested.  Many  lessons  are  to  be  learned  from 
them  in  the  way  of  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
Bolshevik  method  of  analysis,  and  the  results  of 
such  an  analysis  when  applied  by  Lenin  to  manv 
problems  with   us  today. 

S.  A. 


With  such  a  network  of  worker-photo  groups 
throughout  the  country  we  will  be  able  to  create 
a  powerful  pictorial  expression  of  our  strug- 
gles which  can  be  used  very  effectively  in  build- 
ing our  organization. 
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DEFEND 

THE   MARCH   Oth,    FIGHTERS 

FOR  THE 


UNEMPLOYED 


Stop  the  Railroading  to  Prison  of  the  New  York  Delegation  of  the  Unem- 
ployed, Foster,  Leston,  Minor,  Amter  and  Raymond,  and  hundreds  of  others 
arrested  March  Sixth! 

Save  1,188  Workers  from  Prison!  Negro  and  white  workers  fought 
shoulder  to  shoulder  against  Unemployment.     Defend  them! 

Save  scores  of  workers  from  deportation  to  fascist  countries! 

Help  the  many  persecuted  thousands  in  other  capitalist  and  colonial  lands! 

The  I.  L.  D.  calls  on  every  reader  of  the  Labor  Defender  to  heed  this  call 
— and  act  quickly! 

The  need  for  immediate  wide  mass  protest  is  most  urgent.  Get  resolutions 
passed  in  all  possible  organizations.  Send  these  resolutions  to  local,  state  and  fed- 
eral governments — and  to  capitalist  courts.  Protest  the  wholesale  arrests  of  Un- 
employment organizers  and  demonstrators;  protest  "sedition"  law  imprison- 
ment; protest  persecution  of  foreign  born  workers.  Send  us  copies  of  all 
resolutions. 

%L  %  $  *  * 

Large  funds  are  urgently  needed — for  defense  in  all  parts  of  the  country- 
South,  West,  North,  East. 

Send  your  donation  now!  Make  it  as  big  as  your  class-solidarity — as  big 
as  you  can  possibly  afford.  Add  your  strength  also,  by  collecting  funds  from 
others — without  delay.  Capitalist  courts  are  rushing  their  railroading  of  our 
brother-defendants.    Our  combined  might  can  stop  them! 

Support  all  I.  L.  D.  activities — campaigns,  meetings,  demonstrations,  can- 
vassing days. 

JOIN  the  I.  L.  D. — Mobilize  by  becoming  a  member.  Subscribe  to  the 
"LABOR  DEFENDER." 

Ask  us  for  literature,  leaflets,  application  blanks.  International  Labor  /)  - 
feme,  National  Office,  Room  430,  80  East  1  1th  St.,  New  York.  City. 
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voices  ^Prison 


Robert  Anderson,  class-war  prisoner  at 
Belief onte,  Pa. 

MRS.   CORBISHLEY   APPEALS   FOR   AID 

West  Frankfort,   111. 
Dear   Comrades: 

I  assume  that  by  this  time  you  have  heard 
that  my  husband  is  once  more  incarcerated  in 
the  Southern  Illinois  penitentiary  for  his  mili- 
tancy as  the  secretary  of  the  Illinois  National 
Miners'  Union. 

Several  years  ago  he  was  framed  up  and  serv- 
ed a  year  and  eight  days.  He  is  now  forced  to 
complete  his  sentence  of  seven  years  simply  be- 
cause he  took  an  active  part  in  the  fight  of  the 
Illinois  miners. 

I  appreciate  very  much  the  great  work  that 
the  I.  L.  D.  has  rendered  to  my  husband  and 
other  class  war  prisoners.  I  am  also  very  glad 
that  the  I.  L.  D.  has  helped  me  and  my  four 
children  during  the  bitter  moments  we  spent 
without  Henry.  Once  more  he  is  gone  from  us 
and  my  only  hope  to  get  any  assistance  is  to 
appeal  to  you  again.  My  health  is  fast  declin- 
ing and  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  remember 
us. 

Mrs.  Grace   Corbishley. 


MORE  LIKE  PORTER 

Bellefonte,  Pa. 

Just  a  line  to  let  you  know  how  I  am.  This 
leaves  me  well  and  hope  it  will  find  all  the 
same. 

Comrades,  I  send  revolutionary  greetings  to 
my  fellow  comrade  John  Porter,  and  would 
like  to  hear  from  him  if  I  can.  I  saw  his 
photo  in  the  Daily  tonight  and  was  very  glad 
in  know  oi  his  release.  I  will  be  glad  when  I 
'in  shake  his  hand  and  will  do  all  that  I  can 
to  gel    i    million   or  more  like  him. 

Robert  Anderson. 


Petroleum,    West    Va. 

Received  $20  for  the  month  of  February.  I 
am  surely  proud  of  the  good  work  you  are  do- 
ing in  behalf  of   the   Prisoners. 

Dora  Allen. 


Much  Needed  Aid 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Dear    Comrades: 

Received  check  $20,  for  which  I  am  very 
grateful. 

I  have  been  sick  in  a  hospital,  blind  in  one 
eye,  have  had  a  cataract  removed  from  my 
right  eye,  and  the  money  you  send  me  each 
month    has    helped    me    out    wonderfully. 

Your    efforts    are    more    than    appreciated.       I 
spent    my   seventieth    birthday    in    a    hospital. 
Mrs.  Mary  Mooney. 


Moundsville,  W.  Va. 
I  am  in  receipt  of  your  monthly  check  in 
the  sum  of  five  dollars  and  I  am  well  satisfied 
under  the  circumstances  and  thank  you  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart  for  this;  because  it 
cheers  me  up  and  indeed  helps  me  in  securing 
the  necessities  I  need.  I  am  still  working  on 
the    road    and    getting    on    very   well. 

Frank  Brbot. 


Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. 
In  receipt  of  your  letter  with  the  enclosed 
check  for  $5  as  my  monthly  allowance  from 
you.  I  assure  you  it  is  always  greatly  appreci- 
ated and  thanking  you  sincerely  for  it.  May 
you  go  on   with  the  good  work. 

Frank  Godlasky. 


Prisoners  Pledge   Fund 

Contribute  to  the  Prisoners''  Pledge  Fund  of 
the  International  Labor  Defense  and  help  send 
regular  relief  to  all  our  class  war  prisoners 
and  their  families. 


BONITA-MENDOLA  RELIEF 

Pittston,  Pa. 

This  is  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
twenty-dollar  check  sent  to  me  by  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Defense  to  help  myself  and  family 
be  maintained   while  my  husband  is  in   jail. 

My  husband  was  sent  to  jail  because  he  fought 
tor  better  conditions  for  the  miners  of  the  An- 
thracite. He  was  sent  there  by  the  coal  opera- 
tors and  their  friends,  the  officials  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers   of   America. 

I  believe  every  worker  should  support  and 
help  build  the  International  Labor  Defense,  the 
shield   of   the   working  classes. 

Mrs.   Marie   Bonita 
■ 

Pittston,   Pa. 

In  thanking  all  the  members  of  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Defense  for  having  sent  me  the 
$20  February  16,  1930,  I  thought,  carefully 
examining  the  situation,  that  it  %vould  be  much 
better  if  you  will  dispose  of  this  money  for 
some  other  family  instead  of  sending  it  to  me, 
because  I  believe  that  you  may  have  other  fami- 
lies much  more  in  need  than  I  am. 

I  wish  to  advise  not  to  send  any  more.  If 
in  case  I  will  need  it,  I  will  notify  you  of  my 
need,  at  the  same  time  I  am  willing  to  thank 
you  very  much  on  the  part  of  my  father  as 
well  as  all  my  family.  Mary  Mendola. 


Received  your  letter  with  which  I  received 
check  of  $5  and  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the 
working  class  of  people  are  out  of  work. 

Therefore,  in  answer  to  your  letter,  I  hope 
that  you  would  pass  me  up  and  help  others  who 
are  in  need  of  it  more  than  myself,  for  I  can 
get  along.  Steve   Mendola. 


Militant  Cuban  workers,  jailed,  tortured  and  then   deponed   by   Mexican   government.      I)    Juan 

Vila,  1LD  representative  in  Vera  Cruz;  2)  Alexander  Barrciro,  Cuban  labor  leader;  3)  Bcrnabcl 
Lopez;  4)  Manuel  Cotono ;  5)  Sand  alio  J  unco,  Secretary  of  the  Carribean  Confederation  of  Unions, 
6)    Teodosio  Monlalvan. 


MAY  1  on 

the  RED  SQUARE! 

Special  rate  for  groups  sail- 
ing on  the  S.S.  BREMEN — 
April  12,  and  the  S.S.  AQUI- 
TANIA,  April  16th.  To  ar- 
rive in  Moscow1  for  the  May 
celebrations- 
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\l  ould  you  enjoy  marching  with  the  Soviet  W  orkers 
on  the  Rnl  Square,  May  \st,  mingling  with  them  for 
mir  month  in  their  factories,  restaurants,  theatres,  clubs, 
cooperatives,  SEEING  1'HF  SOVIET  UNION  IN 
ACTION? 

Then  join  this  special  workers  and  <tn/lr>its  tour  for 
the  May   1st  celebration. 

For  Details  Write,  Telephone,  Call  at 

WORLD  TOURISTS,  Inc. 

175  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK 
Algonquin   665fi 


FREE 

With  every  one  year   subscription     to     the 

LABOR  DEFENDER 
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By  George  Spiro 

or 

Sedition! 

H\   J.  Loui    Engdahi 

or 

Breaking  Chains — 

Labor's  Struggle  in  Pictures  OLD  Photo  Album) 

or 

Ralph    Chaplin's    Poetry 

i 

I.  L.  D.  Emblem  Pin 

f    premiums  offered  only    to  ,\hi\    I,    I9J0 

S      SUBSCRIBE  NOW! 

I.VHOK    DEFENDER,    BO    1-      :  Ith    St.,  New  York  Cil 
Dear   Comrt 


B 
S 
(' 
R 
I 
B 
K 
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Par/  0/  Mi-  demonstration  of  over  1  10,000 
workers  at  Union  Square,  New  York  City, 
on  March  6,  demanding  "Work  or 
Wages."  This  demonstration  is  unparalleled 
in  the  history  of  New  York  labor.  The 
police  attacked  the  demonstration  brutally. 
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Smash  This  New  Gastonia  Case! 

Defeat  Death  Sentences  Planned  tor  Powers  and  Carr  in  Georgia! 

[Statement  of  the  International  Labor  Defense] 


WORKERS!  Death  sentences  are  again  being  sought 
in  the  South  against  militant  organizers  and  spokes- 
men of  the  working  class. 

Capitalist  class  justice  is  seeking  the  lives  of  M.  H. 
Powers,  Southern  district  organizer  of  the  Communist 
Party,  and  Joe  Carr,  organizer  of  the  Young  Communist 
League,  because  they  dared  speak  to  the  workers  at  At- 
lanta, Georgia,  at  an  unemployment  demonstration;  be- 
cause they  dared  distribute  leaflets  among  the  jobless. 

They  have  already  been  indicted  by  the  Fulton  County, 
Georgia,  grand  jury  on  charges  of  "attempting  to  incite 
insurrection,"  under  a  law  dating  back  to  the  stormy  year 
of  1866,  immediately  following  the  close  of  the  Civil 
War. 

The  same  law  that  was  used  to  establish  the  victory  of 
northern  capitalism  in  the  South,  is  now  utilized  in  a 
desperate  effort  to  maintain  employing  class  supremacy, 
with  its  murderous  speed-up  of  workers  in  the  textile, 
coal,  steel,  lumber  and  other  industries. 

Thus  "Atlanta!"  becomes  another  "Gastonia!" 

Death  sentences  is  the  reply  of  the  ruling  class  in  the 
South  to  the  demands  of  the  jobless  for  "Work  or 
Wages." 

Georgia's  ruling  class  seeks  the  legal  lynching  of  Pow- 
ers and  Carr,  just  as  April  5th  saw  the  extra-legal  lynch- 
ing by  a  boss  mob  between  Macon  and  Atlanta  of  the  Ne- 


gro  worker,  John  II.  Wilkins.  Thus  capitalist  istice, 

the  ever  ready  assassin  of  both  Negro  and  white  workers, 
continues  with  its  bloody  work. 

Workers!  Rally  again  in  support  of  Southern  labor! 
The  mighty  protest  against  this  deliberate  plan  to  kill 
Powers  and  Carr  must  paralyze  the  boss  campaign  against 
the  militant  leaders  of  the  Communist  Party,  the  Young 
Communist  League,  the  Trade  Union  Unity  League  and 
the  National  Textile  Workers  Union. 

This  demand  of  the  Southern  exploiters  for  the  lives 
of  Powers  and  Carr  was  raised  at  the  very  moment  that 
the  lynch  law  verdict  and  the  extreme  sentences  totalling 
1  1 7  years  in  prison  came  up  for  review  in  the  North 
Carolina  state  supreme  court.  Thus  the  boss  class  justice 
in  Georgia  unites  with  the  enemy  class  tyranny  in  North 
Carolina  to  fan  into  flame  the  prejudice  required  to  help 
carry  through  their  joint  program  of  murder. 

It  follows  on  the  heels  of  numerous  outrages  against 
Southern  labor,  including  the  dynamiting  and  complete 
wrecking  of  the  home  of  J.  J.  Giglio,  secretary  of  the 
Metal  Workers'  Industrial  League,  at  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  and  the  kidnapping  of  Anna  Burlak  and  Jack 
Doran,  organizers  of  the  National  Textile  Workers' 
Union,  at  Seneca,  South  Carolina. 

This  attack  climaxes  the  whole  campaign  in  recent 
{Continued  on  page  102) 


In  Chains'.      Gilbert  Leu-is,  Negro  T.U.U.L.  organizer  at  Chatanooga,  Trim.,  served  I   day  on  tlie  chain  gang,  «••'. 
year  chain  gang  sentence!  hang  over  .;  number  of  organizers  in  the  South. 
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WALL  STREET'S  BLOODY  FEAST 


Wm.  Z.  Foster  and  Robert  Minor,  shackled  and  being    taken    to    the    Tombs    after    the    farce    trial. 

By  J.  Louis  Engdahl 


'  I  ""HE  Delegation  of  the  March  Sixth 
■*■  Unemployed  Demonstration  in  Union 
Square,  New  York  City,  is  in  the  Tombs 
Prison. 

The  great  capitalists  of  Wall  Street  are 
rushing  preparations  for  a  banquet  in 
honor  of  their  police  commissioner, 
"Bloody"  Whalen,  planned  for  May  Sixth. 

It  will  be  a  Feast  of  Blood  —  Wall 
Street  celebrating  the  murder  of  the  strike 
picket,  Steve  Katovis,  the  shooting  to  death 
of  the  anti-fascist  worker,  Gino  Mazzolo, 
the  bloody  beatings  of  hundreds  of  workeis 
in  many  demonstrations,  especially  on 
March  Sixth,  and  on  many  picket  lines. 

The  banquet  is  to  express  the  apprecia- 
tion of  big  business  for  the  efficiency  dis- 
played by  "Bloody"  Whalen  in  smashing 


the  demonstration  of  the  jobless. 

It  will  be  capitalism's  feast  celebrating 
the  imprisonment  of  William  Z.  Foster, 
Robert  Minor,  Israel  Amter,  Joseph  Les- 
ton  and  Harry  Raymond.  This  feast  can 
only  be  disturbed  by  the  increasing  rum- 
bling of  the  thunder  of  labor's  protest, 
developing  into  an  irresistible  demand: 
"RELEASE  OUR  PRISONERS!" 

The  banquet  is  said  to  have  been  ini- 
tiated by  William  H.  Woodin,  of  the 
American  Car  and  Foundry  Company. 
Some  500  of  the  leading  capitalist  para- 
sites have  been  invited.  This  is  the  most 
brazen  glorification  of  the  clubbing  and 
jailing  of  jobless  workers  yet  attempted. 
It  is  testimony  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
overlords  of  finance  and  industry  with  the 


"Campaign  of  Vengeance"  launched  by 
the  police  against  the  jobless  for  daring 
to  demonstrate  in  numbers  far  surpassing 
the  million  mark  on  March  Sixth.  The 
employing  class  will  try  to  make  thc.r 
"May  Sixth"  a  reply  to  the  mighty  "March 
Sixth"  of   the  workers. 

It  is  expected  that  the  banquet  guests 
will  include  J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  head 
of  "The  House  of  Morgan";  Thomas  W. 
Lamont,  who  has  just  been  visiting  with 
Mussolini,  the  fascist  butcher  of  Italy, 
John  D.  Rockefeller,  Vincent  Astor, 
George  F.  Baker,  Willis  Booth,  of  the 
Merchants'  Association,  Atterbury  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  General  Harboard 
of  the  Radio  Corporation,  and  others.  A 
book  could  be  written  on  the  brutal,  anti- 
labor  records  of  any  one  of  these. 

This  is  the  jury  that  actually  sat  in  the 
trial  and  returned  the  verdict.  The  usual 
trial  by  jury  had  been  refused.  Polio- 
had  barred  the  Labor  Jury  selected  by  the 
workers  of  New  York  City  from  the  court 
room.  The  Wall  Street  jurors  worked 
behind  the  scenes. 

The  preparations  for  their  feast  con- 
stitutes an  open  campaign  of  encourage- 
ment to  such  fascist  bands  as  the  American 
Legion  and  the  so-called  "World  War 
Veterans"  to  develop  their  ties  with  the 
police  for  joint  actions,  as  on  International 
May  Day,  against  the  workers. 

Thus  Wall  Street  gives  the  signal  to  its 
official  and  extra-legal  forces  of  oppres- 
sion in  the  whole  land;  it  seeks  to  drink 
its  toast  in  the  blood  of  the  workers  "To 
Greater  Vengeance!"  against  any  future 
efforts  of  labor  to  raise  its  demands: 
"Against  the  Imperialist  War!  For  the 
Defense  of  the  Soviet  Union!  For  Work 
or  Wages!" 

All  of  capitalism's  widely  advertised 
promises  of  early  relief  from  the  economic 
crisis  have  proved  barren.  Wall  Street's 
own  organ,  the  New  York  Evening  Post, 
on  April  16,  reported  that,  "March's  index 
of  industrial  production  published  todsv 
when  corrected  for  seasonal  variation 
shows  no  improvement  over  February." 
The  great  capitalists  feel  the  dire  need  ot 
mustering  every  possible  resource  against 
the  discontent  of  the  jobless,  against  tha 
radicalization  of  the  working  class. 

Against  the  vengeance  campaign  of  the 
parasite  profiteers  the  jailed  March  Sixth 
spokesmen  for  the  unemployed  have  every- 
where in  the  capitalist  courts  sounded  the 
note  of  defiance  of  the  working  class,  ;P 
New  York,  in  Milwaukee,  in  Los  An- 
geles, across  the  land. 

The  New  York  trial  was  typical.  It 
revealed    all    the    railroading    methods    of 
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They  remind  you  of  Zorgiebel's  polk?  in  Berlin,  don't  they?   These  are  some  of  the  emergency  tm.ks  Whalen  In.les  tear  gas  bombs  and  machine  guns  in. 


capitalist  class  justice.  The  charge  was 
whittled  down  to  one  of  "unlawful  as- 
sembly." The  crime  was  supposed  to  con- 
sist in  the  fact  that  three  or  more  persons 
were  gathered  together  to  do  an  unlawful 
act,  that  is,  attempt  to  parade  to  the  City 
Hall  to  present  the  grievances  of  the  job- 
less. It  was  held  that  the  crime  was  im- 
mediately committed  when  William  Z. 
Foster,  secretary  of  the  Trade  Union 
Unity  League,  the  organizer  of  the  de- 
monstration, put  the  question  to  the  great 
throng  of  110,000  workers  whether  they 
would  accept  the  edict  of  "Bloody" 
Whalen  that  they  would  not  be  permitted 
to  parade.  The  demonstration  responded 
with  a  unanimous  "NO!"  and  Foster  had 
concluded  the  meeting  with,  "Then  let  us 
proceed  down  Broadway  to  the  City 
Hall!" 

Three  judicial  puppets  of  the  Morgans, 
Rockefellers  and  Astors  constituted  the 
court.  They  were  nameless  even  in  the 
reports  of  part  of  the  capitalist  press.  They 
sit  in  what  is  called  the  Court  of  Special 
Sessions,  giving  most  attention  to  dope, 
gambling  and  similar  minor  cases.  It  was 
in  this  capitalist  judicial  stench  that  the 
demands  of  the  seven  millions  of  jobless 
were  raised.  The  lackey  judges  had  re- 
ceived their  instructions  on  how  to  rail- 
road Foster,  Minor,  Amter,  Leston  and 
Raymond  to  prison.  They  would  not  ad- 
mit a  word  concerning  the  bloody  attack 
of  the  police  on  the  demonstration  im- 
mediately it  began  to  move  into  Broadway. 
Whalen  himself,  the  star  witness  for  the 
prosecution,  had  testified  to  the  complete 
orderliness  of  the  demonstration  up  to  the 
moment  that  the  riot  wagons,  the  mounted 
and  foot  police,  the  armored  motorcycli 
brigades  and  the  other  paraphernalia  of 
open  warfare  began  the  attack.  Movies 
and  talkies  of  the  demonstration,  vividly 
displaying  the  police  attack,  were  barred 
by  the  servile  court  that  joined  with  the 
prosecutor  in  declaring  nearly  every  vital 
fact  produced  as  "incompetent,  irrelevent 


and   immaterial,"  the  holy  trinity  of  cap- 
italist court  jargon. 

Foster,  Minor  and  Amter,  on  the  wit- 
ness stand,  broke  through  the  meshes  of 
capitalist  court  procedure  sufficiently  to 
state  the  aims  of  the  March  Sixth  Un- 
employed Demonstrations.  The  court  in- 
sisted on  blinding  itself  to  the  fact  that 
such  demonstrations  were  held  in  all  the 
great  cities  of  the  land,  in  countries  the 
world  over. 

It  didn't  want  to  hear  about  the  prepar- 
ations for  the  Unemployment  Conference 
to  be  held  in  Chicago,  July  4-5,  with 
preparations  for  10,000  delegates.  They 
were  typical  Tammany  Hall  jurists,  re- 
sponding quickly  to  any  tug  of  the  strings 
that  their  masters  had  tied  to  them. 

The  conviction  of  the  Unemployed  De- 
legation was  railroaded  through  in  less  than 
a  day.  It  marked  another  logical  step  in 
inflicting  the  full  possibilities  of  capitalist 
class  justice  upon  the  prisoners.  The  dele- 
gation had  been  arrested  on  the  steps  of 
the  City  Hall,  on  the  afternoon  of  March 
Sixth,  when  it  arrived  in  spite  of  all  police 
precautions  to  present  the  demands  of  the 
Union  Square  demonstration.  It  was  he  .J 
incommunicado.  Lawyers  furnished  by  tin 
Intrenational  Labor  Defense  were  not  per- 
mitted to  see  any  of  the  prisoners.  The 
whole  top  layer  of  capitalist  class  justice 
was  mobilized  the  next  day,  Chief  Magis- 
trate McAdoo,  District  Attorney  Crain, 
and  all  the  camp  followers,  when  the 
prisoners  were  brought  into  court  and  held 
without  bail.  They  were  only  admitted 
to  bail  after  habeas  corpus  proceedings  had 
been  carried  through  successfully.  When 
about  to  be  released  thev  were  an 
on  fresh  charges,  so  that  it  was  six  days 
later,  March  12,  before  thev  were  finally 
liberated.  Without  notice,  they  were  or- 
dered into  court  March  13  for  pleading, 
which  was  later  set  for  March  14.  Then 
they  were  held  for  trial  March  24.  It 
was  only  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that 
an  adjournment  was  secured  to  April   11, 


in  order  to  make  any  semblance  of  prepar- 
ations for  the  case.  The  demand  : 
jury  trial  was  bluntly  rejected  although  all 
the  charges  could  pile  up  1 1  years'  im- 
prisonment for  each  of  the  prisoners.  Im- 
mediately the  conviction  was  secured  the 
members  of  the  delegation  were  rushed 
back  to  the  Tombs  Prison,  again  being 
held  without  bail. 

Sentence  will  have  been  pronounced  by 
the  time  this  issue  of  the  Labor  Defender 
reaches  its  readers.  Four  sentences  were 
open  to  the  court  to  impose:  suspended 
sentence,  thirty  days  in  City  Prison  with  <  r 
without  a  fine  of  from  $1  to  $500,  peni- 
tentiary for  one  year  with  or  without  the 
fine;  or  an  indefinite  prison  term  of  from 
one  to  three  years  without  a  fine. 

The  probability  is  that  International 
May  Day,  1930,  will  find  Foster,  Minor, 
Amter,  Leston  and  Raymond  in  convict's 
garb  in  the  infamous  Sing  Sing  Prison 
where  the  organizer  of  the  Communist 
Party,  C.  L.  Ruthenberg,  was  confined  for 
many  month-. 

The  protest  rolls  up  from  many  sec- 
tions of  the  world.  From  Manila,  in  the 
Philippines,  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Philippine  National  Confederation  of 
nts,  declares  its  solidarity  with  the 
imprisoned  Delegation  and  with  the  woric- 
ers  of  the  United  States.  Numerous  pro- 
re  coming  in  from  workers' 
izations  in  Canada  as  well  as  from  all 
sections  of  this  country. 

This   protest   must   grow.      The   pi 
against  the  imprisonment  of  our  comrades 
now   grows  into  the  demand    for  their  re- 
.    "For    the    Release    of    All    the    Im- 
ied   March  Sixth  Figh:  t  the 

ise  of  All  the  Class  W.u  Prisoners!" 
The  growing  thunder  oi  l.i'.or's  wrath, 
pounding  at   the   gates  of   capita; 
tlilcs,  will  be  the  uninvited  gue>t  thai 
disturb  the  apetites  of  the  paras 
themselves  at  Wall  St: 
for  its  New  York  police  ci  mmissioner. 
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Part  of  a 
breadline  on  E.  3rd 
Street,  New  York  City 


HUNGER  FIGHTERS 


By   Joseph   North 


l(\  X  7E  don't  want  no  charity.  We  want 
VV  a  workers'  government!" 
When  workers  talk  they  go  straight  to 
the  point.  No  fancy  phrases.  Work  or 
wages.  We  want  a  workers'  government, 
not  charity. 

They  spoke,  some  215  of  them,  dele- 
gates of  the  Unemployed  Councils  in  1 8 
states,  at  the  National  Preliminary  Con- 
ference on  Unemployment  in  New  York, 
March  29  and  30.  Of  the  delegates  from 
49  cities  and  19  industries,  47  were  Ne- 
groes, 12  women  and  32  young  workers. 
Many  were  bitter  with  hunger  tearing 
at  them.  Others  were  cold,  overcoatless. 
Many  had  hungry  wives  and  children  wait- 
ing back  home.  Their  speeches  mirrored 
the  vast  tragedy  of  unemployment. 

At  this  meeting  they  were  determined. 
"At  least  10,000  delegates  to  the  mass 
convention  on  unemployment  in  Chicago 
July  4  and  5." 

It  was  a  conference  that  opened  a  new 
era  in  the  fight  against  unemployment.     It 


the 

for 

It 


was   tying    up   the    unemployed    with 
employed   workers.      It   was   fighting 
solidarity  of  the  entire  working  class, 
exposed  the  charity  schemes.      It  was  not 
for    "a   piece    of    bread    to   stick    in    our 
mouths  to  keep  our  mouths  shut." 

But  the  best  way  to  describe  the  meeting 
is  in  the  words  of  the  delegates  themselves. 

Tom  Jones  came  from  Africa  ten  years 
ago.  He  told  a  story  about  the  Jumbo 
Elephant  and  the  Little  Man  that  sat  on 
his  head.  It  carried  the  Congo  into  the 
convention  and  showed  the  problems  were 
the  same  all  over  the  world.  The  little 
jungle  fable  could  be  applied  to  the  sys- 
tem everywhere.  "Once'  upon  a  time 
there  was  a  Jumbo  Elephant  and  a  Little 
Man  that  sat  on  his  head,"  he  said.  "The 
elephant  didn't  know  his  strength.  He  let 
the  little  man  boss  him  all  around.  One 
day  the  elephant  learned  his  strength, 
pulled  the  little  man  off  his  head  with  his 
trunk,  and  just  tore  him  to  pieces.  Well, 
Big  Jumbo  Elephant  is  the  working  class 
and  the  Little  Man  that  sat  on  his  head 


And  the  front  of  the  same  breadline,  getting  charily  tickets 

from    the    YMCA.    The   breadlines   grow  daily — but   so 

does  the  fighting  spirit  of  these  hungry  men. 


is  the   boss." 

Jones  was  a  delegate 

from  Newark,  N.  J.  He  has 

been  out  of  work  for  three  months. 

Here  is  Henry  Walker's  story.  He  is 
an  unemployed  Negro  worker  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  "The  preacher  class  is 
trying  to  fool  us.  They  are  trying  to 
make  us  think  God'll  make  it  all  right. 
But  Heaven's  never  done  nothing  for  the 
working  class.  Anything  we  get  we  got 
to  fight  damn  hard  for.  Fight.  And 
we'll  get  what  we'are  after.  The  bosses 
and  preachers  try  to  paint  the  leaders  of 
the  Unemployment  Councils  and  of  the 
Trade  Union  Unity  League  and  the  In- 
ternational Labor  Defense  as  devils  with 
horns  and  long  tails.  Well  I  seen  plenty 
of  them  and  not  a  one  horn  or  tail  in 
the  lot.     But  they  got  the  right  idea." 

Similar  stories  came  from  the  lips  of 
Lazarus  Cole,  Negro  steel  worker  recently 
from  Homestead,  and  Pottstown,  Pa.,  steel 
mills;  W.  J.  Wheeler,  Negro  unemployed 
seaman;  Frank  Fisher,  out  of  work  five 
months  from  Washington;  Lewis  Kenney, 
out  of  job  11  months  from  Philadelphia; 
Jerry  Makas,  New  York  furrier  who  lost 
his  job  on  Thanksgiving  Day;  Morris 
Veckman,  New  York  shoe-worker  seeking 
work  for  one  whole  year. 

Lonnie  Taylor,  who  came  up  in  a  truck 
from  Washington,  D.  C,  recently  from 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  told  of  the  demonstra- 
tion, March  6  in  Washington. 

"While  we  were  marching,  I  saw  a  fat 
shadow  behind  the  curtain  of  the  White 
House  in  Washington.  I  figured  that  was 
Hoover,  sure.  Well,  he  saw  something 
about  the  solidarity  of  the  white  and  Negro 
workers  that  might  open  his  eyes.  That's 
what  will  win.  Solidarity.  I  expect  a 
bigger  demonstration  May  1  than  ever  be- 
fore.    Both  North  and  South." 

Thus  they  spoke — full  of  fight.  Hun- 
gry, too.  But  speeding  ahead  for  bigger 
fights  against  Unemployment — against  the 
Empty  Stomach — against  starving  children 
and  families  at  home.  Against  the  system 
that   breeds  these. 

May  1  and  July  4  and  5  loom  as  huge 
Red  Letter  days  in  the  history  of  tin- 
American  working  class. 
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Brother  Is  Alive!    The  Mine  Didn't    Get    Him    This   Time! 

Two   miners  were  killed  and  many  injured  when  fire  swept  the   Wolf  Run   mine  ne.ir  Sleubetwille,   Ohio.    Willie 
alter  being    feared  by  the  flames,  lie  is  shown  coming  back  to  his  senses  in  his  home,  with  his  sister  watching   t 
both  miners.  Flame,  explosion,  constant  danger,  add  to  the  misery  of  a  miner's  life. 


87 


Workers  of  the  Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway,  in  a  huge  mass  parade  in  Bombay  on  the  eve 

of  the  great  strike  which  began  February  4.      The  strike  is  still  being  militantly  fought  today, 

despite  the  bloody  attack  of  police  and   arrests 

Silence  Around  Meerut 


TT  is  already  more  than  one  year  that 
-*■  thirty-two  leaders  of  the  Indian  pro- 
letariat have  been  imprisoned  in  the  small 
and  secluded  town  of  Meerut,  800  miles 
to  the  north  of  the  industrial  and  revo- 
lutionary centers  of  Bombay  and  Cal- 
cutta. The  Tory  Government  held  the 
reigns  of  power  and  terror  when  the 
thirty-two  were  arrested  at  Bombay,  Cal- 
cutta and  Madras  on  March  17,  1929, 
during  the  height  of  the  mass  strikes  of 
the  textile,  metal  and  railroad  workers. 
When  the  British  Labor  Party  took  the 
lash  of  British  imperialism  into  its  own 
hands  in  May,  1929,  they  were  still  im- 
prisoned at  Meerut.  It  was  the  British 
Labor  Government  which  continued  the 
investigation  and  prolonged  it  over  a 
period  of  one  year  and  it  is  the  same 
government  which  is  today  trying  these 
thirty-two   revolutionary   leaders. 

The  Tory  Government  thought  it  could 
suppress  the  rebellious  tide  of  the  Indian 
masses  and  smash  their  struggle  for  in- 
dependence. Ramsay  MacDonald  con- 
tinues the  same  policy  today,  helped  by 
the  native  nationalists  and  reformists,  who 
have  not  lifted  a  voice  in  protest  and 
have  aided  to  build  a  wall  of  silence 
around  Meerut. 

S.  Javala,  Secretary  of  the  All-India 
Railroad  Workers'  Union;  S.  Dange, 
Secretarj  of  the  Bombay  Transport 
Workers'  Union;  S.  Miratschka,  leader 
oi  tie  Union  of  British-India  Seamen; 
S.  Glide,  vice-president  of  the  Union 
of  Civic  Workers  of  Bombay^  1).  Teng- 
di,  member  of  tin-  committee  of  the  .All- 
India  Trade  Union  Congress;  P.  Joshi 
nid  Kalam,  leaders  of  tlie  Workers'  and 
Peasants'  Party,  and  others,  in  all  32 
defendants,   were   all   arrested   and  shack- 


led and  brought  to  Meerut.  They  were 
brought  to  this  far  away  place  in  the  hopes 
that  their  trial  and  conviction  could  be 
secretly  carried  out  and  hidden  from  the 
Indian  masses  and  the  international  work- 
ingclass. 

During  the  whole  course  of  the  in- 
vestigation every  effort  was  made  to  build 
a  concrete  wall  of  silence  around  the 
crime  being  perpetrated  in  Meerut  by 
British  Labor  imperialism  against  the 
workingclass.  The  investigation  lasted  for 
ten  months,  the  purpose  being  to  lay  the 
basis  with  the  records  of  this  investigation 
and  the  sentence  that  is  to  follow  for 
banning  the  revolutionary  unions  of  India 
and  the  young  India  Communist  Party 
as  legal   organizations. 

The  charge  against  the  prisoners  is  not 
based  on  any  concrete  grounds,  but  limits 
itself  to  general  comments  about  the 
strike  movement,  about  the  Workers'  and 
Peasants'  Party,  about  augmenting  the 
class  warfare  between  capital  and 
labor  and  ends  with  phrases  about  conspir- 
acy against   the   King   of   England.      Ar- 


ticle 121  of  the  Indian  law  code,  on  the 
basis  of  which  this  charge  was  drawn  up, 
threatens  the  Meerut  defendants  with  life- 
long exile  and  prison  sentences  of  up  to 
10  years. 

During  the  course  of  the  investigation 
the  state  brought  forward  more  than  500 
witnesses,  most  of  them  members  of  the 
Intelligence  Service  and  utilized  more  than 
5,000  letters  and  documents  to  show  the 
"hand  of  Moscow"  and  the  "illegal" 
character  of  the  defendant's  activities. 
Extracts  from  over  200  speeches  delivered 
by  members  of  the  "Girni  Camgar"  (Red 
Flag),  the  textile  workers'  Union  which 
led  the  strike  in  Bombay,  were  used  as 
"evidence"  by  the  state.  To  complete 
the  legal  tarnish  covering  the  crime  of 
labor  imperialism  at  Meerut,  Ramsay 
MacDonald  had  three  detectives  sent  to 
the  trial  from  England  to  testify  against 
the  prisoners. 

It  was  May  31,  1929,  when  the  Labor 
Party  came  to  power,  under  the  election 
slogan,  among  others,  of  a  "just  solution 
of  the  Indian  question."  It  would  seem 
as  though  the  British  Labor  Party,  as  soon 
as  it  had  obtained  power,  would  immediat- 
ely free  the  Meerut  prisoners,  if  its  pro- 
mises were  worth  anything  at  all.  But 
MacDonald  forgot  his  promises  to  the 
Indian  workingclass,  just  as  he  has.  for- 
gotten many  others. 

During  seven  months  of  British  labor 
rule,  from  June  to  December  1929,  24 
workers  were  killed,  349  wounded  and 
1155  arrested  as  a  result  of  attacks  on 
demonstrations  and  suppression  of  strikes 
in  India.  During  the  same  period  42  poli- 
tical trials  took  place  in  which  16  Indian 
revolutionaries  were  sentenced,  among 
them  four  to  life  imprisonment  and  the 
rest    to     145    years    of    prison    sentences. 

MacDonald  hopes  to  cover  Meerut  with 
silence,  thinks  that  he  can  stifle  the  Indian 
revolution  in  his  dungeons.  But  the  eyes 
of  revolutonary  labor  are  fixed  on  Meerut. 
International  workingclass  solidarity  must 
free  the  leaders  of  the   Indian  masses. 


0.1  ?* 


A  view  of  the  strikers'   parade  as  it  fussed  the  railway  administration   buildings 
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A  Reply  to  Hunger 


Ct 


K.m  Peltz  and  rhomas  Holmi  ,  CI  ter  workers,  were 
found  guilt]  .1  edition  on  \pril  2  and  arc  now  being 
held  without  bail  pending  the  appeal.  Peltz  and  Holmes 
were  arrested  for  distributing  leaflets  of  the  National  Tex- 
tile  Workers  Union  .it  the  Viscose  Textile  Mills,  in  Chester 

Thej    fao     I   maximum   sentence  of    10   years  imprison- 


V,;i  Pelz 


It  is  sedition,  answer  the  bosses  and  their  courts,  to  call 
^g^^H  ^^^^  upon   tlu-   workers   to  organize   in   the   tight  against   umiri- 

^*  ployment   and   wage-cuts,  against  speed-up  and  war.     Vis- 

cose can  In   turned  to  the  manufacture  of  poison  gases  over 
night. 

Hetty  Gannett  has  been  sentenced  to  from  5  to  10  years  in  the  Women's  Reformatory,  and 
Zorki  Voki  to  from  1  to  In  years  for  distributing  shop  papi  rs  n  Martin's  Kerry,  Ohio.  They 
were  charged  with  criminal  syndicalism.  During  the  trial  the  prosecutor  offered  to  drop  all 
charges  provided  the  comrades  agreed  to  sta)  out  of  Belmont  County.  This,  of  course,  they 
refused.     Their  case  is  now  being  appealed   by   the   International   Labor  Defense. 

Charles  Guynn,  Lil  Andrews  and  Tom  Johnson  have  also  been  sentenced,  under  the  same 
Ohio  law,  to  up  to   10  years  prison,  for  speaking  at  Martin's  Ferry  on  August    I. 


Murder  Frame-up! 

(Above)  Stephen  Puleo  speaking  at  the  meeting  on  H 
i  imons,  April  f>,  called  by  the  International  Labor  Defense 
to  protest  the  murder  frame-up  of  Leonard  Doherty,  marine 
worker,  who  was  arrested  on  a  needle-trades  picket  line  in 
Boston.  He  is  held  for  deportation  to  Canada,  where  the 
Canadian  police  are  cooperating  in  an  attempt  to  frame 
Doherty    on    a   murder   charge. 

At  this  protest  meeting,  Puleo  and  seven  other  workers 
were-  arrested  when  they  resisted  the  police  attempt  to  break 
up  the  protest. 


Photo   Buffalo   II. D 


Hundreds  Jailed! 

(Above)  A  group  of  Buffalo  workers  answer- 
ed with  jail  sentences  when  they  asked  "Work 
or  Wages"  for  the  unemployed.  They  are: 
(Front  row,  left  to  right)  Murry  Melvin,  sen- 
tenced to  100  days  and  facing  a  third  trial: 
Arthur  S.  Harvey,  sentenced  twice  to  100  days 
and  facing  a  third  trial;  Ruth  Williams,  sen- 
tenced to  6  months  jail  and  $50  fine;  Louis 
Murray,  100  days  jail;  Jack  Donald,  130  days. 
(Second  row,  left  to  right)  Carl  Larson,  ISO 
days;  B.  Ross,  30  days;  Fred  Shearer,  150  day, 
Angelo  Cappelo,   100  days. 

Similar  sentences  have  been  handed  out  to 
hundreds   of    workers   throughout    tin     country. 


n.l> 

(Above)     They  face   15   YEARS  JAIL   tor  demonstrating    against    unemployment    in    Newark. 
They   are   charged    with    the    1902    "Sedition"    Law    oi    N   H     I        \.     They  are:   (First  row,  • 
right)    Dave  Rousen,  John  Pado,  Samuel   D.   Levine,  Dominick  Flaiani,   I 
ro<w,  left  to  right)  Morris  Langer,  Edward  Child*,  D.  W.  Graham  and  Albert   H 

(Left)    Found    gulity!      They    protested    police  brutality  and  the  arrest  of  organizers  in   tront  of 
the  USL  Battery  Company  in  Oakland,  California.  bbed  and  arrested  when  tl 

a  demonstration  in  front  of  the  City  Hall  of  Oakland  to  protest   the  brut 
members  of  the  T.U.LT.L.  while  holding  shop  gate  meeting  in  front 

are:   (Front  row,  left  to  right)   John    Mitigli,   30  days;   Arvid   <>u  rman, 

30  days;   (Top  row,  left  to  right)   Sonia   Baltruin,  (  \  R  .  Bessie  Herman, 

suspended  sentence  for  6  month*;  Julia  Wilde,  4i>   ,i 

These  are  but  a  small   part   of   the   arrests  taking    place    thrnout    the    countrj 
terror  carried  on  by  legal  and  extra-legal  means  by   the   b 
arrests  arc  made  every  month   for  carrying  on  the  most    fundai 

SO 


(Translated   from  "EKRAN",  Moscow, 

by  I.  D.  W.  Talmadge) 
TN    "democratic"    America    they    bestow 

honor  differently.  When  a  man  has 
worked  for  capital  the  major  part  of  his 
life  and  exhausted  all  his  strength  in  its 
behalf,  he  is  told  curtly — "Your  services 
are  no  longer  required."    That  is  all. 

Then  follow  long  periods  of  unem- 
ployment, poverty;  in  the  best  of  circum- 
stances, if  there  are  grown  up  children — 
a  semi-starving  sustenance;  if  not — the 
flop  house. 

In  the  Soviet  Union,  however,  it  is 
different.  The  workers  who  have  given 
to  socialist  production  their  brawn  and 
their  brain,  if  physically  able,  remain  at 
their  posts;    the   others   receive  a  pension. 

In  Moscow,  there  is  a  paper  factory 
bearing  the  name  of  its  "Hero  of  Toil," 
Ossip  Zvonkov.  For  tens  of  years  Ossip 
worked  in  this   factory.      Upon  the   fifth 


Professors  Guetier,  of  the  Botkin  Hospital,  and 

one  of  the  doctors  <who   treated  Lenin,  lias  just 

been  awarded  the   Red  Banner. 


anniversary  of  the  November  Revolution, 
he  was  awarded  the  title,  "Hero  of  Toil" 
and  given  the  keys  of  the  factory.  Since 
then,  Ossip  Yakovlevich  is  known  affec- 
tionately to  his  co-workers  as — the  "boss." 
Regularly,  every  morning  he  comes  to  the 
factory-  Although  no  longer  able  to  work, 
he  still  insists  on  locking  the  gates  every 
evening  after  the  last  whistle. 

Such  "bosses"  are  possible  only  in  a 
workers'  republic. 

During  the  last  Soviet  anniversary,  two 
old  machinists  of  the  State  Machine  Trust 
factory,  "Proletarian  Labor," — comrades 
Sandalev  and  A.  P.  Rozanov  —  were 
elected  honorary  director*.  Both  chose 
to  remain  at  their  work.  Another,  Mech- 
anic Latyshev,  of  the  factory  "The  Red 
Proletarian,"  has  been  awarded  the  order 
of  the  Labor  Banner — an  honorary  or- 
ganization composed  of  the  heroes  of  toil. 

During  the  stay  of  the  German  work- 
ers' delegation  here,  these  comrades  would 
often  remark:  "You  are,  truly,  building 
a  new  state." 

Leaving  the  Soviet  Republic,  the  Ger- 
man comrades  sensed  that  the  Russian 
worker  is  working  for  himself;  that  he, 
as  Ossip  Zvonkov,  is  the  "boss"  of  his 
own  production. 

Nor  is  it  proper  to  assume  that  the 
Soviet  State  honors  only  those  directly  en- 
gaged in  production.  The  Red  Banner  of 
Labor — the  highest  honorary  order  of  the 
Soviet  Union  is  also  open  to  scientists, 
specialists  and  all  honest  toilers  who  have 
dedicated  their  brains  and  their  erudition 
to  New  Russia. 

Professors  Vizeh  and  Samoylovich,  in 
charge  of  the  U.S.S.R.  ships  "Krassin" 
and  "Malygin,"  in  the  famous  arctic  ex- 
pedition, both  bear  the  order  of  the  Red 
Banner;  the  same  award  has  also  been 
given  by  the  C.  E.  C.  to  comrade  S.  A. 
Golovanov,  an  old  specialist,  manager  of 
the    budget    department    of    the    People's 


Commissariat  of  Finance. 

Comrade  Simeon  Andreyevich  Golo- 
vanov is  the  son  of  a  poor  peasant  from 
Novogorodsk,  Vladimirsk  region.  He  had 
worked  hard  in  his  youth  to  acquire  his 
education.  His  first  position  was  with  the 
Ryazano-Urals  Railroad.  Later  he  was 
employed  in  the  ministry  of  finance.  From 
1914  he  was  in  charge  of  its  budget  de- 
partment. He  remained  in  the  same 
capacity  throughout  the  revolution.  At  the 
time  when  the  czarist  bureaucrats  and  the 
leading  specialists  were  sabotaging  the 
worker's  government,  comrade  Golovanov 
was  giving  his  best  toward  reorganizing 
our  financial  apparatus. 

To  the  specialist-betrayers  as  those  of 
the  Shachta,  proletarian  justice  has  meted 
out  their  due.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  service  of  the  comrades  Golovanovs  is 
not  depreciated — they,  together  with  the 
proletariat,  are  building  the  "pyatiletka." 
(The  Five  Year  Plan). 

The  Soviet  Union  is  on  the  threshold  of 
accomplishing  its  Five  Year  Plan.  The 
thirteenth  year  of  the  revolution  will  give 
us  new  Heroes  of  Toil. 


Comrade  Strepukhov,  commander  of  a  regiment, 

receiving   the  order  of  the  Red  Banner,  at  the 

recent  anniversary  of  the  Red  Cavalry. 
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THE  JOBLESS  AND  MAY  DAY 


May    Day,    1929,    Barricades 
in     Berlin,     where     Sorialist 
ment    prohibited    May- 
Day  demonstrations. 


By  Pat  Devine 

National  Secretary,   Councils  of   the 
Unemployed. 

TV  /JAY  Day  originated  in  the  United 
States.  It  has  long  been  recognized  as 
a  day  of  struggle  of  the  International 
workingclass.  This  year  it  surpasses  botll 
in  numbers,  militancy  and  political  sig- 
nificance any  previous  May  Day  or  de- 
monstration. May  Day  this  year  comes 
at  a  time  when  capitalism  in  the  United 
States  and  the  rest  of  the  world  is  in  deep 
crises. 

The  Soviet  Union,  first  Workers  and 
Farmers  Government  of  the  world  is 
rapidly  and  successfully  marching  forward 
building  Socialism.  While  the  United  States 
and  the  capitalist  world  is  in  crises  the 
Soviet  Union  is  forging  ahead. 

The  Five  Year  Plan  of  Reconstruction 
in  the  Soviet  Union  (now  in  its  second 
year)  has  far  surpassed  the  most  optimistic 
forecasts  made  for  it.  The  Workers  Gov- 
ernment of  Soviet  Russia  is  here  to  stay. 

On  the  one  side  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the   workers  who  are  the  Government. 

On  the  other  side  the  capitalist  countries 
with  the  United  States  as  their  center  where 
the  bosses  are  the  government  and  tin- 
workers  are   oppressed. 

The  bosses  want  to  crush  the  Soviet 
Union.  .  They  want  to  smash  the  first 
Workers  Government.  They  are  afraid 
the  workers  of  the  United  States  will  learn 
from  the  glorious  example  of  the  Russian 
workers  and  follow  their  lead.  The  bosses 
are  preparing  war  against  the  Soviet  Union. 

On  May  Day,  unemploved  and  em- 
ployed workers  of  the  United  States  must 
demonstrate  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the 
workers  of  all  countries  for  the  Defense 
of  the  Soviet  Union  and  against  imperial- 
ist war. 

May  Day  this  year  finds  a  sharp  division 


in  the  ranks  of  the  hitherto  recognized 
leader  of  the  workingclass.  The  William 
Greens,  Matthew  Wolls,  etc.  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  fascist  "Mus- 
solini"   agents   of  the   employers   have  al- 


against   unemployment.      In   otl 

the    Unemploved    <  •    the 

driving  force  in  the  preparation-  for  mak- 
ing May  Da)  1930  the  largest  symbol 
of  the  unity  of  tl 

M  i)   Da)  i->  a  step  forward  from  March 
6.     It  represents  m  phically  the  in- 

ternational and  political  character  of  the 
struggli  against  unemployment  It  is  a 
I'  "I  International  importance.  It  is 
the  day  when  the  workers  of  the  world 
demonstrate   against  i  apitaltsm. 

It  is  the  dut)  of  th'  Unemployed  Coun- 
cils everywhere  to  mix  with  their  ex- 
rs  who  also  are  badly 
hit  In-  unemployment  and  to  bring  them 
to  l  May  ]  Jay  di  monsl 
cist  thugs  of  the  bosses  but  as  active  work- 
ers fighting  for  Work  or  Wages. 

I      lit    for   social    insurance!    Fight    for 
Work  or   W  t  terroi  ' 

Unity  of  employed  and  unemploved  work- 


Socialisl 

workers  on  May  Day ,    I 
in  Berlin.  Twenty-nine  work- 
in   were   slaug/iured    by   the 
police  and  many  i 


ready  come  out  calling   for  an  attack  on 
the  unemploved  and  employed  masses. 

Unemployed  Councils!  Work  in  close 
cooperation  with  the  Trade  Union  Unity 
League  (revolutionary  center  of  trade 
unionism  in  the  United  States)  to  which 
we  are  affiliated,  in  all  the  work  in  con- 
nection   with    May    Day    and    the    fight 


ers!  Fight  against  •■■  g  its!  Huild  un- 
employed councils'  Prepare  for  the  un- 
employed convention  in  CI  l  Julv 
4  and  5!  Release  the  class  war  prisoners! 
For  unity  with  the  oppressed  colonial  and 
semi-colonial  masses!  I1  Mid  the  v 
1  i '  Against  imperialist  r  the 
class  struggli    unit)    of  all  Iab< 


"Mother"  Mary  Jones, 

er    in    many    strike    slnt  q  flu, 

w/io    was    100    years    old   on 
May  First. 
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Peace 


WAr 


London 


LOST  in  the  fogs  of'  London,  crashed  on  the 
rocks  of  the  various  imperialist  interests — 
that  was  the  fate  of  the  much-heralded  Macdon- 
ald  "disarmament"  conference. 

At  this  writing  the  conference  is  still  breath- 
ing because  it  cannot  die.  Since  the  middle  of 
March  MacDonald  has  been  trying  to  bring  the 
conference  to  a  "decent"  end.  He  has  not  suc- 
ceeded in  accomplishing  even  that. 

A  tragedy  badly  staged,  said  the  London  Sun- 
day Times.  In  reality  it  was  an  armament  con- 
ference clumsily  masked. 

In  deepest  secrecy  the  conference  opened  in  the 
misty  January  days  of  London  (let  us  not  forget: 
the  world  war,  as  we  all  know,  was  a  war  to 
end  secret  diplomacy,  etc.,  etc.)  Still,  no  sooner 
did  the  conference  open  when  the  conflicts  be- 
tween the  various  imperialist  interests  came  to 
the  surface  .  Immediately  it  became  clear  that 
the  net  result  of  the  London  "disarmament"  con- 
ference will  be,  as  the  chief  of  the  European 
staff  of  the  New  York  Times,  Edwin  L.  James, 
expressed  it  at  the  very  beginning — the  finest 
naval  building  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

The  London  conference  has  brought  us  closer 
to  the  next  war. 

That  war  is  now  openly  discussed.  Lloyd 
George  warned  MacDonald  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  April  7th  that  Britain  cannot  en- 
tangle itself  with  France  because  that  will  drag 
England  into  the  next  war,  as  it  had  dragged 
it  in  1914.  Naturally  the  old  fox  only  wanted 
to  embarrass  MacDonald  and  kill  any  chance 
his  majesty's  Prime  Minister  might  have  had  for 
ending  the  conference  with  "dignity."  Poor  Eng- 
land, that  is  British  imperialism,  was  not  "drag- 
ged in"the  fight  against  her  bitterest  rival  in 
1914,  Germany.  But  the  significance  of  Lloyd 
George's  remark  is  that  it  speaks  about  the  next 
war  in  quite  definite  terms.  Still  more  definite 
is  MacDonald's  organ,  the  Labor  Herald.  That 
paper,  out  of  anger  for  the  failure  of  the  plans 
for  a  Five-Power-Trcaty  (United  States,  Eng- 
land, Japan,  France,  Italy)  exclaimed  that  should 
it  come  to  a  conflict,  there  will  be  no  doubt  as 
to  who  was  the  guilty  pari  i  ' 

The  confl'u  t  is  spoken  about  openly.     The  Bi 
lin    Rote   Fahne   of   March    26   tells   us   that   the 
well-informed    correspondent     of    the    Echo    de 


By   Paul   Novick. 

Paris,  Pertinax,  has  stated  that  on  the  day  of  the 
departure  of  the  French  delegation  from  Lon- 
don— in  the  middle  of  March — it  came  to  a 
conflict  between  MacDonald  and  his  finance  min- 
ister, Philip  Snowden.  Pertinax  reports  Snowden 
as  saying  to  MacDonald : 

"Another  conference  like  this  and  the  war 
will  be  here!" 

"The  war"  is  spoken  about  openly,  but  much 
less  are  the  parties  of  the  coming  war  spoken 
about,  as  well  as  the  main  characters  of  that 
"tragedy   that   was  badly   staged." 

The  newspapers  made  much  noise  about  the 
numerous  departures  of  the  French  delegation. 
They  almost  passed  in  silence  the  definite  depart- 
ure of  the  U.  S.  naval  experts  in  March.  There 
was  enough  talk  about  the  French-Italian  dif- 
ferences, but  there  was  comparatively  little  talk 
about  Anglo-American  differences. 

France  wants  a  higher  naval  ratio  than  was 
allotted  to  her  at  the  Washington  conference  of 
1921-1922.  That  is,  France  wants  to  build 
more  battleships.  Instead  of  a  60  per  cent  navy 
— in  comparison  with  America  and  Great  Britain 
— it  wanted  an  80  per  cent  navy.  Finally 
France  came  down  to  70  per  cent.  Italy  de- 
mands a  navy  equal  to  that  of  France.  Japan 
also  wants  a  higher  ratio — 70  per  cent.  The 
fight  is  between  each  of  these  imperialist  powers 
and  the  Big  Two.  In  addition,  France  and  Italy 
fight  between  themselves.  But  there  is  a  bigger 
fight  underlying  all  these  fights. 

That  is  the  conflict  between  England  and  the 
United  Stat'-s. 

All  the  "peace"  talk  between  MacDonald  and 
Hoover,  Dawes  and  MacDonald,  could  not  make 
the  London  government  accept  Stimson's  naval 
program.  That  is  why  the  U.  S.  experts  left. 
Complete  parity  between  English  ami  American 
navies  means  American  superiority — since  Eng- 
lish colonies  are  more  scattered.  That  is  why 
England  docs  not  want  France  and  Italy  to  have 
strong  navies  in  the  Mediterranean,  because  that 
sea  represents  a  passage  to  the  British  colonies, 
mainly  to   India. 
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The  United  States  does  not  want  to  give 
France  the  "guarantees"  which  she  wants  in  case 
Italy  wins  its  demands,  because  America  has  in- 
terests of  her  own  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  Because  of  unemployment 
and  the  consequent  shrinkage  of  the  Ami-iican 
market  the  United  States  is  compelled  to  rely 
more  and  more  on  export.  But — as  the  Moscow 
Pravda  said  on  April  9 — America  must  also  ex- 
port policy,  in  the  form  of  the  Kellogg  pact, 
the  Young  plan,  financial  and  political  advisers, 
etc.  There  is  a  fight  over  the  dominance  of  the 
international  bank,  which  was  established  by 
England  and  America. 

The  crash  of  the  London  conference  has  un- 
derlined all  these  differences,  as  well  as  the  dif- 
ferences among  other  imperialist  powers. 

There  is  one  subject  that  unites  the  big  im- 
perialist powers — hatred  towards  the  Soviet 
Union.  At  the  opening  of  the  London  conference 
the  capitalist  press  openly  spoke  about  that  "in- 
visible power" — Soviet  Union — against  whom 
"the  powers"  must  unite.  The  capitalist  press 
is  printing  alarming  reports  about  the  Five- 
Year-Plan,  about  the  "dumping"  of  Soviet  oil, 
coal,  matches,  electric  supnlies,  etc.  Recent  ad- 
vices inform  us  that  Soviet  export  into  Persia 
has  already  exceeded  British  export  into  that 
country.  But  it  is  not  so  much  these  effects  of 
the  Five-Year-Plan  that  is  disturbing  the  capital- 
ist powers,  as  the  Plan  itself,  the  fact  that  So- 
cialism is  being  built,  the  fact  that  the  Soviet 
workers  are  getting  stronger  every  day,  while 
capitalist  economy  is  continually  coming  down 
and  the  masses  in  the  capitalist  countries  are 
becoming  more  and  more  revolutionized. 

The  Soviet  Union  was  quite  a  topic  of  dis- 
cussion behind  the  closed  doors  of  the  London 
Conference.  That  is  why  England,  America 
and  Japan  are  so  bent  on  a  3-power  treaty. 

The  working  class  must  be  ready  to  come  to 
the  defense  of  the  Socialist  Fatherland,  must  be 
ready  for  the  next  conflagration  the  imperialists 
of  the  world  are  planning.  Because  the  result 
of  the  London  "disarmament"  conference  is — 
the  "finest"  armament  movement  all  over  the 
world.  Because  the  London  "peace"  conference 
has  actually  brought  us  close  to  the  next  war. 


Machado  Turns  Pale 


R\    [orgi    Vivo 


THE  proletariat  of  Cuba  is  now  par- 
ticipating in  new  and  widespread  rev- 
olutionary activities.    The  world  economic 

crisis  has  had  its  echo  in  this  sm;ill  hut 
important  colony  of  Yankee  imperialism, 

and  has  resulted  in  the  widespread  radical- 
ization  of  the  masses  of  workers,  as  evi- 
denced in  the  magnificent  spirit  of  mili- 
tancy  displayed  in  the  general  strike  of 
March  20th,  Continental  Day  of  the  Un- 
employed. 

This  day  was  to  the  proletariat  of  Cuba, 
without  doubt,  of  great  revolutionary  sig- 
nificance, in  that  it  was  the  most  complete 
and  militant  of  all  the  demonstrations  con- 
ducted under  the  leadership  of  the  Confed- 
eracion  Sindical  Latino  Americano. 

The  tremendous  significance  of  these 
demonstrations  is  that  it  was  an  open  Strug- 
gle, a  counter-offensive  of  the  workers 
against  the  agents  that  serve  the  interests  of 
American  imperialism. 

In  Manzanillo  the  workers'  organiza- 
tions answered  the  many  arrests,  the  perse- 
cutions and  the  other  methods  that  the  re- 
action uses  against  the  workers,  with  a  gen- 
eral strike  which  paralyzed  the  entire  ac- 
tivities of  the  citv.  In  the  majority  of  the 
cities,  strikes,  either  of  a  general  or  partial 
character,  were  declared,  and  in  all  of  the 
cities  protests  and  demonstrations  against 
the  white  terror  and  the  reaction  existing 
on  the  Island  at  the  hands  of  Machado 
were  held.  Two  hundred  thousand  work- 
ers participated  in  the  struggle  for  the  right 
to  organize  and  maintain  their  trade  unions 
and  combat  Yankee  imperialism  and  its  na- 
tive agents. 

The  answer  that  the  fascist  government 
gave   the    workers   to   their    demands   and 


demonstrations,  was  a  new  wave 
of  deportations  of  foreigners,  the 

menace  ol  new  assassinations,  and 
massacres,  the  closing  of  the  Con- 
federacion  Nacional  Obrera  de 
Cuba,  and  declaring  it  illegal,  and 
also  closing  and  banning  the  1  ed- 
eracion  Obrera  de  la  Habana  and 
more  than  fifteen  other  locals  of 
the  revolutionary   trade  unions. 

All  the  apparatus  of  the  Cuban 
state,  a  mechanism  in  the  service 
of  Yankee  imperialism,  has  made 
its  newly  oppressive  attack  felt  on 
the  workers'  organizations  who 
fight  for  the  interests  of  the  pro- 
letariat. 

Facing  this  new  offensive  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  the  pro- 
letariat,  with   all    its  decision   and 
spirit  of  struggle  will  continue  to 
fight,  will  use  the  general  strike  as 
a  weapon  to  gain  their  ends.    The 
Confederacion    Nacional    Obrera 
de  Cuba  and  the  vanguard  of  the 
Cuban    proletariat,   the   Communist    Party 
of  Cuba,  will  organize  the  workers  to  new 
offensives  which  will  assume  an  aggressive 
character. 

The  proletariat  of  the  United  States 
cannot  keep  silent,  with  these  developments 
in  Cuba.  The  workers  of  this  country 
have  the  duty  to  assist  the  Cuban  workers 
in  all  the  struggles  that  confront  them, 
struggles  which  are  getting  more  d< 
and  important  every  moment. 

The  working  class  organizations  in  the 
U.  S.  and  especiallv  the  International  La- 
bor Defense,  must  prepare  to  mobilize  the 
workers  of  this  country  to  give  all  aid  to 


MacDonald's  police  in  action  s'  ''" 

Mart  h  6  ■•■   London. 

the    workers   of   Cuba,   in  order   to  enable 
them  to  go  forward  with  their  struggles. 

The  struggle  now  going  on  in  Cuba  of- 
fers a  perspective  of  new  and  offensn 
tions  on  the  part  of  the  proletariat,  and 
that  places  the  duty  of  the  American  pro- 
letariat, clearly  and  imperatively,  to  oi 
ize  a  solidarity  struggle  which  will  facili- 
tate the  road  to  emancipation  of  the  Cu- 
ban proletariat  and  will  strike  a  blow  to 
.American  imperialism  in  the  homeland. 


An  unemployed  worker's  family  evicted  in  Warsaw,  Poland.  There  were  about  300,000  unemployed 
in  Poland  at  the  end  of  February.     The  crisis  has  hit  almost  every  country  in  the  world. 
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OF  LABOR  Dl  I  I  NDER 

NEXT  MONTH. 

The    June    number    of    the    I 
Defender    will    have    as    its    central 
theme  the  work  of  the  Intcrnatio: 
bor   Defense   since   its    foundation   five 

i,    June   28,    1  925. 

It  will  contain  a  review,  in  photi 
articles,  oi   the  major  defense  activities 
.   presenting    sharpl, 

the  major  -■  i  labor  had 

gone  through. 

All  workers  "ho  have  photos  of  the 
events  in  major  defense  campaigns  are 
isked  to  send  them  imediately  to: 

1  in  tor,  I  \i ■•  'K  Defend 
st  11th  St..  R  \    Y.  t 

V\      wish  to  have   is  main   new  , 
.is  passible,  which  have  never  been  pub- 

I   before. 
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HT'HL  American  working  class  is  today 
faced  with  an  increasing  use  of  the 
traditional  capitalist  weapon  -  lynching  - 
against  the  militancy  on  the  part  of  Negro 
workers.  Lynch  gangs,  composed  of  the 
bosses  and  their  agents,  chase  Negro  work- 
ers into  rivers,  lynch  them  and  then  hid." 
their  bodies,  throw  them  on  railroad  tracks, 
and  then  deliberately  find  that  they  killed 
themselves. 

The  latest  lynching  is  that  of  John  H. 
Wilkins,  Negro  pullman  porter,  lynched 
on  Saturday  morning,  April  5,  at  Locust 
Grove,  Georgia.  Wilkins  was  murdered 
by  a  gang  of  lynchers,  composed  of  agents 
of  the  bosses,  for  the  terrible  offense  of 
"smiling  at  a  white  woman  passenger," 
who  was  raising  a  storm  while  Wilkins 
was  trying  his  best  to  get  a  reservation  for 
her.  His  skull  was  fractured  in  two  place;, 
a  nasty  jagged  hole  under  his  arm,  and 
then  he  was  strung  up  to  a  tree. 

Following  the  lynching,  the  capitaliit 
newspapers  set  about  creating  rumors  that 
Wilkins  had  committed  "suicide" .  .  . ,  yet 
how  can  a  person  kill  himself  and  then 
proceed  to  mutilate  and  hang  himself  is 
beyond  the  power  of  any  human  under- 
standing. 

The  Pullman  Company  and  the  South- 
ern Railroad  officials,  representatives  of  the 
capitalist  system,  the  system  which  fosters 
and  condones  and  is  responsible  for  lynch- 
ing, at  once  set  about  to  prevent  the  Negro 
pullman  porters  and  other  workers  on  the 
train  from  talking,  by  ordering  them  to 
testify  before  going  to  their  homes  tint 
they  saw  no  one  lynch  Wilkins.  Just  as 
in  other  cases  of  lynching   in   the  South, 


the  bosses  used  every  effort  to  intimidate 
witnesses  (Willie  McDaniels,  Joe  Boxley, 
Negro  workers,  and  Ella  May,  white  wo- 
man textile  worker),  so  in  the  Wilkins' 
case  intimidation  was  used  to  prevent  the 
workers  from  exposing  the  participants  in 
this  barbarous   crime. 

The  Negro  porters  and  other  workers  on 
the  train  were  threatened  with  loss  of  their 
jobs,  blacklisting  by  the  Pullman  Companj , 
or    imprisonment    on    a     fake    "perjury" 


JOHN  H.  WILKINS 

This    likeness    of    Pullman    porter    lynched    in 

Georgia    ivas    re-produced    with    difficulty    from 

•worn    tintype    secured    from    Wilkins'    tiAdoiu 

in    Kansas    City,    Mo. 


charge.  And  imprisonment  in  Georgia, 
with  a  sentence  to  the  chain  gang,  means 
legal  lynching. 

In  1922  in  Lee  County,  Arkansas,  a 
county  judge  sentenced  a  Negro  tenant 
farmer  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck,  becaus: 
he    had    defended    himself    against    being 


killed  by  a  farm  boss.  The  farm  boss  had 
horse  whipped  the  pregnant  wife  of  the 
Negro  worker  because  she  had  failed  "to 
come  home  to  cook  dinner."  The  judge 
said,  "Nigger,  by  our  law  you  are  guilty 
of  killing  a  white  man,  by  the  law  of  self- 
defense  you  are  innocent;  but  I  sentence 
you  to  be  hanged  as  an  example  that  a 
Nigger  must  not  kill  a  white  man." 

What  this  capitalist  judge  really  meant 
was  that  a  worker,  Negro  or  white,  has 
no  right  to  defend  himself  against  any 
murderous  attack  of  the  boss  upon  him. 

The  many  cases  of  lynching  of  Negro 
workers,  and  the  increased  use  of  this 
weapon  of  oppression  against  white  work- 
ers as  well,  call  for  the  most  determined 
struggle  on  the  part  of  all  workers  against 
it.  Together  with  the  lynching  of  Wil- 
kins we  also  have  the  lynching  of  Jimmie 
Levine,  Laura  Wood,  Chester  Fugate, 
white  farm  worker,  and  also  the  legal 
lynching  of  H.  M.  Powers  and  Joe  Carr, 
now  in  process,  for  organizing  Negro  and 
white  workers  in  the  same  union  on  the 
basis  of  full  equality  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

The  International  Labor  Defense  calls 
upon  all  workers  to  rally  to  the  fight 
against  lynching.  The  I.L.D.  carries  on 
a  persistent  fight  against  lynching  and  for 
the  defense  of  all  workers  against  tin 
lynch  mobs  of  the  bosses  All  w<  rkers— 
Negro  and  white,  and  the  workers  of  ill 
races  must  rally  to  this  fight.  The  I.L.D. 
calls  upon  all  workers  to  join  its  ranks 
and  to  build  a  mighty  defense  movement 
to  defend  all  workers  not  only  against 
Knching,  but  against  all  persecutions  of 
the  capitalist  class  and  its  agents. 
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The  Pioneer  demonstration  last  July  at  the  per  from  •which  the  Boy  Scouts  sailed  for  their  jamboree.     Harry  Eisman  is  leading  the  cheers. 

THEY  ATTACK  OUR  CHILDREN! 


HARRY  EISMAN,  militant  working-class 
child,  has  been  imprisoned  for  five  years 
in  the  Hawthorne  Reformatory  in  New  York 
state.  In  the  mind's  eye  one  can  picture  briefly 
just  about  what  took  place  in  the  Children's 
Court  during  young  Eisman's  trial.  The  Wall 
Street  lackey  and  Tammany  politician,  Judge 
Young,  is  presiding.  Harry  Eisman  is  standing 
facing  "His  Honor." 

Judge — "Did  you  stay  away  from  school  on 
March   6th?" 

Eisman— "Yes,  I  did!" 

Judge— "Why?" 

Eisman — "In  order  to  participate  in  the  Un- 
employment demonstration  of  110,000  workers 
and  workers'  children,  at  Union  Square,  for 
'Work  or  Wages.'  I  as  a  worker's  child  hold  it 
my  duty  to  participate  in  all  struggles  of  the 
workers." 

Judge  {Choking  with  rage) — "Terrible,  ter- 
rible, outrageous!  Eisman,  you  arc  hereby  sen- 
tenced to  five  years  in  the  Reformatory!" 

For  the  crime  of  Harry  Eisman,  is  that  he  is 
a  worker's  child,  sides  with  the  working  class  in 
its  struggles  against  capitalism.  Readers  of  the 
Labor  Defender  will  recall  that  Eisman  was 
sentenced  in  July  of  last  year  to  six  months' 
imprisonment  for  participating  in  a  demonstra- 
tion of  workers'  children  against  a  group  of 
Boy  Scouts,  well  fed,  pampered  snobs  of  the 
rich,  The  occasion  was  as  the  Boy  Scouts 
were  preparing  to  board  their  ship  to  travel  to 
the  International  Jamboree  of  Bov  Scouts  in 
England.     Eisman  has  but  recently  finished  scrv- 


By  Samuel  Herman 

ing  his  sentence,  only  to  be  again  imprisoned, 
this  time,   for  five  long  years. 

The  March  Sixth  demonstrations  were  a  sur- 
prise to  the  masters  of  wealth.  Over  a  million 
workers  demonstrated  throughout  the  country  for 
Work  or  Wages.  Blinded  with  fury,  the  capi- 
talist government  not  only  clubbed  and  arrested 
hundreds  of  workers,  but  launched  a  campaign 
of  terrorism  against  the  children  of  the  workers. 
In  New  York  City  over  fifty  workers'  children 
were  suspended  from  the  public  schools  for  tak- 
ing part  in  the  demonstrations.  Their  parents 
were  sentenced  to  pay  fines  or  go  to  jail.  In 
Trenton,  N.  J.  widespread  discriminations  against 
workers'  children  who  failed  to  attend  school  on 
March  Sixth  have  taken  place.  Thcv  were 
threatened  with  demotion,  with  suspension  and 
expulsion  from  school.  Their  p.irents  were 
warned  that  their  names  would  be  handed  to 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  other  employers' 
associations,  in  order  to  have  them  tired  from 
their  jobs  and  blacklisted,  unless  they  kept  their 
children  away  from  participation  in  workers' 
struggles.  In  Chicago  three  children  were  ar- 
■  ted)  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  all  kinds  of  threats 
were  made  against  several  workers'  children.  In 
southern  Illinois  several  school  children  were 
expelled,  but  were  later  taken  back  due  to  the 
mass  pressure  of  the  workers. 

This  violent  campaign  against  workers'  chil- 
dren is  especially  aimed  at  members  of  the  Young 
Pioneers  of  America.  It  is  the  Young  Pioneers 
of  America  that  issued  special  leaflets  and  ichool 


bulletins  calling  upon  the  workers  children  tu 
participate  in  all  workers'  struggles.  It  is  the 
Young  Pioneers  of  America  that  is  exposing  the 
Boj  Scouts  as  a  jingoist,  anti-working  class  or- 
ganization of  the  bosses  to  prepare  the  children 
lor  the  coming  war  as  well  as  tor  strike  break- 
ers. Harry  Eisman  was  sentenced  by  the  capi- 
talist court  to  a  long  term  of  imprisonment,  par- 
ticularly for  being  a  member  of  the  Your, 
ncers  of  America.  The  plutocrats  of  America 
and  their  government  aim  to  drive  the  Young 
Pioneers  of  America  into  illegality.  M 
.ire    being  iri-ots 

I   together   in   such    notorious   hi 
ganizations    as    "Veterans 

\  ailing   for  a  govern- 

ment   investigation    of    the    Young    Pioncei 
America. 

Instead  of  being  intimidated  In-  arrests  of 
many  of  their  members,  and  the  imprisonment  of 
Harry   Eisman,   th      V  re   fighting 

back    more    militantly    than    e\ 

■    time    ago  in    of 

workers'  children  took   place   in   I 

>mes  the  news  of  a   similar  demonstl 
outside     the     Hoard     of     E 
I  "To    the    youth 

The  time  is  fast  approaching  when  the  bankers 
and    manufacture  and    thei: 

eminent    will    be  if    the    p.i 

workers'  children  whom  they  now  imprison  and 
attempt  to  terrorize,  will  be,  as  full  grown  adult 
workers,  hammering  out  in  the  mills,  mines,  and 
factories    a  rkers' 

and    farmers'    government. 
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t  Farm  "Giant.**     The  most  modern   farm 

used  in  the  collectivization  of  agriculture 


chinery  is 


A  YEAR  ago,  in  the  spring  of  1929,  a  dramatic  mo- 
ment occurred  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Comrade 
Krishanovsky,  chairman  of  the  Economic  Planning  Com- 
mission of  the  Soviet  Union,  explained  to  the  delegates  at 
the  Fifth  Congress  the  contents  of  the  live  Year  Plan,  in 
course  of   fulfillment  since  October   1,  1928. 

Using  a  large  map  of  the  Soviet  Union,  hung  by  the  speak- 


Ne<w  Workers  City  of  Anna 


STARS  ON  1 


's  table,  Krishanovsky  told  of  the  number  of  new  power  stations  to  be  built 
in  the  next  five  years.  As  he  spoke  small  electric  lamps  were  lighted  on  the 
map  at  the  places  where  the  stations  are  to  be.  When  he  told  of  the  iror 
and  steel  foundries  to  be  erected,  other  lamps  were  lighted,  and  still  other 
while  he  described  the  new  machinery  factories,  textile  mills,  chemica 
plants,  coal  mines  and  oil  developments.  While  he  talked  of  the  great 
collective  farms  to  be  established,  lights  flashed  on  the  chart  out  over  the 
vast  undeveloped  areas  of  the  Soviet  Union,  until  the  whole  map  was  r 
blaze  of  light  shining  from  thousands  of  lamps,  red,  blue,  green,  whiti 
and  gold. 

Krishanovsky  pointed  to  the  sparkling  map  and  spoke  softly.  "Her 
it  is,"  he  said.  "This  is  what  we  fought  for."  A  great  wave  of  enthusiasn 
swept  over  the  audience  and  the  thunder  of  applause  lasted  a  quarter  o. 
an  hour.     It  was  one  of  the  great  and  solemn  moments  of  the  Revolutior 

WHAT  THE  PLAN  IS 

The  lighted  map  showed  part  of  the  gigantic  program  of  the  Five  Yea 
Plan  for  Building  up  the  National  Economy  of  the  Soviet  Union.  B  i 
even  the  map  and  the  full  name  of  the  plan  itself  do  not  give  the  whol 
meaning  of  the  program  for  the  economic  years  from  1927-28  to  1932-33 
The  first  prospective  plan  to  be  ratified  by  the  competent  organs  of  th< 
Communist  Party  and  the  Soviet  Power,  it  is  far  more  than  simply  a  pla; 
of  "control  figures"  on  increased  production  from  year  to  year. 

The  Plan  can  be  expressed  in  tables  of  figures  calling  for  an  annus 
increase  of  over  20  per  cent  in  industrial  production.  But  this  is  only  iL 
external  side.  The  Russian  working  class  has  already  understood  ami  th 
international  working  class  must  also  understand  that  the  Five  Year  Plai 
is  our  strongest  weapon  in  the  class  struggle.  It  is  the  building  of  socialise 
on  one  sixth  of  the  earth's  surface.  Its  success  strikes  a  mighty  blow  a 
the  existence  of  capitalism  in  the  rest  of  the  world. 


FIVE  YEAR  PLAN  IN  FOUR  YEARS 


And  the  success  of  the  Plan  during  the  first  year  so  far  outdid  all  ex 
pectations  that  Soviet  workers  in  mass  enthusiasm  are  now  calling  f< 
"The  five  Year  Plan  in  Four  Years!"  Skeptics  had  said  it  could  ni 
be  done,  that  there  was  not  enough  building  material  lor  a  1  2 - 1  S  per  cer 
increase  in  industrial  production  during  the  economic  year  1928-29.     The 
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reckoned  without  the  power  of  the  working  class  to  carry  on  the  class 
fight. 

Instead  of  tile  12-18  per  cent  increase  called  for,  the  workers  of  the 
Soviet  Union  actually  increased  industrial  production  by  28  per  cent  in  the 
year  1928-29.     In  the  current  year  this  figure  will  rise  to  32  per  cent. 

Yet  while  production  was  thus  increased  by  so  much  more  than  the  Plan 
called  for,  conditions  of  the  workers  were  at  the  same  time  greatly  im- 
proved. During  1928-29  wages  of  all  workers,  including  agricultural, 
increased  8.5  per  cent  as  against  7.8  per  cent  called  for  by  the  Plan. 
W  iges  of  industrial  workers  gained  9.7  per  cent  as  compared  with  7.3 
per  cent  called  for  by  the  Plan.  The  seven-hour  day  was  introduced  in 
numerous  factories,  bringing  the  total  number  ot  workers  who  are  working 
under  the  shorter  day  up  to  nearly  half  a  million.  Within  the  next  thir- 
teen years  the  real  wages  of  the  working  class  will  be  increased  to  four 
or  five  times  the  present  level.  The  7-hour  day  will  be  followed  by  the 
6-hour  day  in  1938  and  the  5-hour  day  in  1943.  Unemployment  will 
become  a  thing  of  the  past  and  all  persons  under  twenty  and  over  fifty 
will  be  free  from  work. 

In  these  facts  the  working  class  sees  illustrated  the  main  difference 
between  capitalism  and  the  workers'  government  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
Capitalism  forces  the  increase  in  production  onlv  to  increase  its  own  profits 
and  worsen  the  conditions  of  tin  working  class.  Workers  in  the  Soviet 
Union  increase  their  own  production  for  the  upbuilding  of  socialism  and 
even  while  they  build,  their  own  conditions  grow  better  from  year  to  year. 

Success  in  the  first  year  and  a  half  of  the  Five  Year  Plan  is  only  a 
beginning  of  the  great  results  to  be  achieved.  Plans  now  worked  out  in 
the  scientific  departments  of  the  Soviet  Union  call  for  an  increase  that 
will  make  production  28  times  its  present  amount  by  the  year  1924-4  }. 
In  18  years  production  will  be  100  times  its  present  amount  or  five  times 
as  great  as  the  present  output  of  the  capitalist  United  State-.. 

Not  only  workers  in  tin  Smut  Union  but  the  international  working  class 
throughout  the  world  have  their  part  to  play  in  these  tremendous  achieve- 
ments. The  Soviet  Union,  the  workers'  own  state,  must  be  defended  at 
all  costs.  Capitalism  is  not  standing  idly  In  to  watch  the  success  of  the 
first  socialist  government.  Attacks  upon  the  Soviet  Union  increase  daily 
in  number  and  intensity.  Capitalist  powers  seize  upon  one  excuse  after 
another  to  make  war  upon  tile  Soviet  state.  The  working  class  must  an- 
swer with  unbreakable  solidarity.     The   Five   Year   Plan,  the  Ten   Year 


tro-Sutt" 

Plan,  the  Twent)    Year   Plan   must   be 
triumphant  success.     The  Soviet   Union  is  pointing 

to  the  working  class  of  the  whole  world.     Defend  the  S 
Union! 
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letter 

fro  in 

'  ju^oslav/ia 


( The  following  letter  was  received  by  the 
I.L.D.  from  a  class-war  prisoner  in  Yugoslavia, 
who  had,  hi/itself,  undergone  many  of  the  tor- 
tures described  in  this  letter  and  is  now  in  prison.) 

f^)NE    night 

^^^  at  the  be- 

g  i  n  n  i  n  g  of 
D  e  ccm  b  e  r  , 
1929,  a  police 
officer  accom- 
panied by  a 
detective 
came  to  the 
thir  i  floor  of 
the  Zagreb 
police  station 
to  make  an 
investigation. 

When  the)  entered  a  cell  on  the  third  floor 
where  a  prisoner  was  incarcerated,  painful 
cries  for  help  and  gruesome  yells  were 
heard.  That  lasted  more  than  an  hour. 
The  prisoner  was  then  shackled  with  a 
heavy  ball  and  chain  and  taken  to  the  cellar 
of  the  prison.  Gruesome  cries  of  pain 
were  then  heard  from  the  cellar.  The 
screams  were  so  frightful  that  a  woman  in 
the  prison  had  a  nervous  breakdown. 

On  December  9,  1929,  at  2:30  P.  M., 
a  corpse  was  seen  on  a  stretcher  in  the 
court  of  the  Zagreb  police  station,  covered 
with  dirty  tatters.  The  face  of  the  corpse 
could  not  be  recognized.  During  this 
time  no  one  was  allowed  into  the  building. 

Tortures  are  inflicted  from  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening  onward  in  separate 
rooms  on  the  second  and  third  floors  of 
the  prison.  The  prisoner's  hands  are  fast- 
ened in  bac1,  with  chains.  Every  prisoner 
is  beaten  by  three  detectives  with  rubber 
cudgels.  If  the  prisoner  docs  not  sign 
the  "confession,"  the  torture  is  sharpened. 
The  prisoner  is  laid  on  his  belly,  his  head 
w  rapped  in  a  cloth.  He  is  then  dragged 
ibouf  the  room  by  the  detectives.  One 
of  the  detectives  sits  down  on  the  back 
of  the  prisoner,  holds  his  head  between 
his  feet,  so  that  all  the  prisoner  can  do 
is  scream.    The  second  detective  lifts  the 


The   body    of   Mijo    Orescl.ki,   secretary    of   the    Young  Communist 
League  of  Jugoslavia,  after  he  had   been   murdered.      (Left)    The 
home  of  the  three  brothers  Oreschki  in  Samobar,  near  Zagi 
of  Croatia,  after  it  had  been  raided  by    the  police  and  the  brothers 
murdered. 


bound  feet  of 
the  prisoner 
high  and  holds 
them  fast, 
while  the  third 
<me  lashes  the  naked  soles  with  a  horsewhip 
until  the  feet  became  terribly  swollen. 
Later  the  prisoner  is  forced,  with  his 
swollen  feet,  to  jump  over  the  raised  whip 
and  then  to  kiss  it.  Then  he  is  again 
"examined"  and  asked  if  he  would  sign  the 
"confession." 

If,  as  a  result  of  the  torture,  the  pris- 
oner is  to  collapse,  he  is  again  beaten 
until  he  stands  up.  If  the  prisoner  can- 
not he  forced  to  sign  the  "confession"  the 
first  night,  the  torture  is  repeated  the 
second  night.  When  the  prisoner  is 
brought  back  to  his  cell  after  the  torture, 
he  is  beaten  again  by  the  jail  keeper. 

Another  favorite  form  of  torture  is  as 
follows:  The  left  hand  of  the  prisoner  is 
chained  to  his  left  foot  and  he  is  hung 
on  the  wall  and  "examined."  This  exam- 
ination lasts  two  hours  and  even  longer. 

The  prisoner's  hands  are  chained  and 
drawn  over  his  knees  and  an  iron  rod  is 
placed  under  the  knees  and  above  the 
hands  keeping  his  body  doubled  up.  The 
bar  is  then  fastened  to  tWO  posts  and  the 
prisoner  is  spun  around  the  iron  rod  used  as 
an  axle,  until  he  becomes  unconscious. 

Often  the  prisoner  is  hung  by  the  chain 
around  his  hands  to  the  door  jamb  and  his 
head  is  pulled  back  until  his  bones  break. 


The  soles  ot  lien  by  beat- 

ing, are  burnt  with  candles. 

The  defendants  take  back  their  forced 
confessions    when    they    finally    appear    in 
courts,     fn  order  to  stop  this,  the  d 
has  ordered  that  all  such  prisoners  be  taken 
back  to  the  police  station. 

All  Croatian  jail  keepers  have  been  dis- 
missed from  the  Zagreb  (Croatia)  police 
station  and  Serbian  assassins  put  in. 

Save  Revolutionary  Workers 
of  Japan  From  Death! 

J  lie  mass  trial  ot  some  150  Japanese  revolu- 
tionaries, out  of  a  to-  ted  during 
the  last  year,  was  scheduled  to  take  plaie  at 
Tokio  towards  the  end  of  April.  Arrested  dur- 
ing a  wave  of  terror  which  tan  the  r.i 
workers'  headquarters  and  homes,  wholesale  ar- 
rests many  of  them  held  in  pr  vcr  a 
year,  the  best  proletarian  figbtei  now 
laee   either    death    or    Ion;;    prison    terms. 

Undaunted  by  this  n  ror  and  art 

our  Comrades  in  Japan  ha\  i   in  build- 

ing  up   their   or-  .,    .,„j 

are   bravely   lighting   for   the    release   of    A 
tendants. 

It   is  the   duty  of   tli      \  ia|   to 

join      the    international    strugg!  t    re- 

lease  immediately.   A   Dumb 
have  already  been  held 
in  this  country  and  many   I 
complete  amnesty  have 
sent   to  Japan.      Our   efforts  must   be    il 

hundredfold.  Workers  thruoui  the  country 

tion,  demanding  the  release  of  t! 
oners,   the   stop   of    the 

re  and  an  :c.\. 
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^HE  glass 
JL  on  the 
front  door  of 
the  Horn  & 
Hardart  Au- 
tomat on 
14th  Street, 
New  Y  o  r  k 
City,  is  shat- 
tered. It  is 
cracked  from 
top  to  bot- 
tom, and  jag- 
ged edges  of 
glass  stick  out  about  five  feet  from  the  ground.  It 
was  broken  three  o'clock,  one  Saturday  morning, 
in  the  midst  of  winter.  Broken  glass  doors  are 
nothing  new  in  H.  &  H.  They  are  usually  re- 
paired by  the  next  day,  and  are  ready  to  be  shat- 
tered all  over  again. 

But  this  particular  broken  door  has  a  special 
story  that  goes  with  it.  Those  jagged  edges 
are  evil  looking  things,  and  you  would  certainly 
not  like  to  have  your  hand,  much  less  your 
head,  caught  on  them.  A  bullet  might  have 
shattered  that  glass  or  even  something  pushed 
very  violently  against  it,  a  human  head,  for  in- 
stance. 

Many  words  hang  about  this  door  of  shattered 
glass,  too.  Words  spoken  and  yelled  by  an 
angry  crowd  of  men  and  women  at  three  o'clock 
on  Saturday  morning.  Words  spoken  with  keen 
hatred  by  a  worker  out  of  a  job  a  number  of 
months;  curses  hurled  by  men  who  have  strug- 
gled along  from  one  small  job  to  another,  eat- 
ing out  of  the  slot  machines  in  H.  &  H.,  which 
swallow  nickels  one  by  one,  as  fast  as  they  are 
earned,  but  much  less  painfully. 

About  this  door  of  shattered  glass  there  is  a 
story  as  sharp  and  brutal  as  the  social  system  in 
which  we  live,  as  jagged  as  the  edges  of  glass 
sticking  out  of  that  door.  The  story  runs  deep 
into  America,  into  the  very  heart  of  the  way 
things  are. 

That   jobless   worker,    who   knows   this   story 


as  keenly  as  anyone  can  know  it,  could  express 
it  only  by  clenched  fists  and  curses.  He  had 
lived  this  story  over  and  over  again,  on  job 
line  and  on  bread  line,  but  he  could  express  it 
onlv  with  a  clenched  fist.  He  did  not  know 
that  others  also  had  clenched  fists.  His  fist 
seemed  like  only  one  fist,  that  winter  morning. 
He  would  learn  yet  what  many  clenched  fists, 
together,    could    do. 

It  happened  this  way.  A  young  worker,  let 
us  call  him  Harry,  sat  leaning  wearily  over  a 
cold  slab  table  top  in  a  H.  &  H.  He  was  weary 
because  he  had  just  worked  a  ten-hour  shift  in 
front  of  a  machine.  It  was  a  small  punch  press, 
digging  out  holes  in  small  steel  plates.  It  punched 
ke  clock-work  and  was  thirsty  for  steel.  Harry 
had  to  take  care  to  feed  it  nothing  but  steel,  to 
see  that  it  got  none  of  his  bone  and  flesh.  It 
was  a  greedy  machine,  for  no  matter  how  fast 
he  fed  it,  it  was  barely  enough  to  give  him  suf- 
ficient money  at  the  end  of  the  week  with  which 
to  live. 

Every  night  he  got  on  the  cross-town  at 
Union  Square  and  Fourteenth  Street  and  stopped 
into  H.  &  H.  for  a  cup  of  coffee  before  going 
home.  It  had  become  a  part  of  his  day's  work, 
this  coffee.  It  meant  spending  thirty  cents  a 
week,  but  it  was  pleasant  to  lean  on  the  white 
table  top  at  H.  &  H.,  dreamily  conscious  of  the 
people  about  him,  and  sipping  his  coffee. 

The  sound  of  the  machines  still  rang  in  his 
ears.  There  was  a  continual  whirr  and  hiss, 
so,  as  he  listened  to  the  people  around  him  talk- 
ing, it  seemed  that  they  all  lisped,  that  they 
put  as  many  S's  in  their  words  as  possible,  even 
where  they  did  not  belong. 

His  body  would  relax  here.  It  would  lose 
the  stiffness  and  rigid  discipline  of  the  machine. 
It  was  very  easy  for  Harry  to  be  lisped  to 
sleep  or  into  a  doze. 

That  is  what  happened  to  him  this  morning. 
He  dozed  off  leaning  on  his  elbows,  to  the  me- 
tallic clang  of  steel  and  the  whirr  of  belts.  It 
was  a  lisping  sleep,  full  of  strange  words,  made- 
up  only  of  the  letters  'SS." 

It  seemed  to  him  that  this  S  sound  became  more 
distinct.  That  it  was  closer.  He  was  suddenly 
shaken  out  of  his  slumber  by  a  huge,  rough 
hand.  And  a  thundering  voice,  very  close  to 
his  ear,  but  vet  strangely  softened  with  S's,  made 
him  lift  his  haed.     He  caught  words  like  "sleep- 


Clenched  Fists 


By  Jim  Stewart 

ing  parlor,"  "Scoot."  He  was  brought  suddenly 
to  his  feet  by  the  huge  hand  and  shoved  towards 
the  door. 

Harry  didn't  have  a  chance  to  say  anything. 
He  only  didn't  like  to  be  pushed  along  that  way. 
He  dragged  back  a  bit.  The  huge  hand  gave 
him  a  powerful  shove  towards  the  outside  door. 
Harry's  head  hit  the  glass.  The  glass  was  shat- 
tered. 

Harry  was  not  hurt.  By  some  miracle  the 
jagged  edges  of  glass  had  not  torn  his  scalp. 
There  was  only  a  painful  bump  on  his  head. 
But  there  was  a  biting  resentment  rising  in  him 
and  a  blind  fury.  There  rose  in  him,  all  at  once 
in  a  powerful  wave,  the  suffering  slavery  at 
the  machine,  long  periods  of  unemployment  and 
starvation,  the  miserable  existence  on  the  four- 
teen dollars  he  made  at  present  for  hours  of 
drudgery. 

He  stood  for  a  moment  and  stared  at  the 
"H  &  H"  on  the  window,  and  the  jagged  edges 
of  glass  sticking  out  of  the  door,  which  seemed 
to  have  entered  his  heart.  A  crowd  was  col- 
lecting about  him,  a  mumbling  crowd,  murmur- 
ing curses.  He  felt  that  he  must  do  something 
about  this,  about  the  machine  to  which  he  fed 
steel  plates,  about  that  burly  figure  of  the  res- 
taurant bully,  who  was  hurrying  out  of  sight 
into  some  door,  afraid  of  the  threatening  crowd. 

Harry  started  on  a  run  down  the  street.  His 
thought  was  revenge.  And  his  first  thought, 
still  the  thought  of  the  machine  to  which  he  was 
bound,  was  a  policeman. 

He  soon  came  back  with  one  of  the  city's 
bluecoats.  They  pushed  through  the  excited 
crowd,  which  was  surging  inside,  enraged,  de- 
manding the  blood  of  the  H.  &  H.  thug.  There 
was  hatred  there,  and  a  whole  background  of 
suffering  lives,  surging  into  uncontrollable  ha- 
tred, seeking  to  find  expression  in  some  act 
against  this  company  thug,  thinking  that  to  wipe 
him  out  would  somehow  drop  a  burden  from 
their   backs. 

Harry  looked  on  in  a  daze  while  the  manager 
took  the  policeman  aside  and  slipped  something 
into  his  hand.  The  thing  was  settled.  The  blue- 
coat  ordered  the  crowd  outside.  Again  Harry- 
was  shoved   out. 

But  outside  there  stood  an  unemployed  worker, 
shivering  in  a  thin  jacket,  with  clenched  fists. 
All  about  him,  too,  there  were  drawn  and  tense 
faces.    Curses  and  clenched  fists. 

They  were  fists  with  a  tremendous  power  be- 
hind them,  roughened  and  sinewy  with  suffering. 
That  jobless  worker,  with  months  of  misery  in 
his  twisted  fingers,  hated  and  sought.  Mated 
those  slot  machines  in  H.  &  H.  which  demanded 
a  nickel  before  opening  the  door  to  some  bread 
and  butter,  or  a  piece  of  cake.  Hated  the  ma- 
chines in  the  factory,  grinding  you  to  death, 
grinding  you  out  into  the  street.  No  amount  of 
going  in  for  a  drink  could  give  you  enough 
time  to  keep  warm.  There  was  the  thug,  al- 
ways there,  seeing  that  you  fed  the  machines 
nickels,  ate  your  nickel's  worth)  and  then  went 
out  into  the  cold  again. 

The  policeman  was  onlv  a  passing  incident 
with  him.  He  knew  that  the  policeman,  tin-  ma- 
chine in  the  factory,  the  slot  machine  in  II.  & 
H.  and  the  thug,  all  had  the  same  kind  of 
fists.  He  is  fast  learning  where  to  find  Other 
fists  like   his  own. 

With  the  voting  worker,  Harry,  it  was  dif- 
ferent. He  was  just  learning  how  to  clench  his 
fist.  He  was  learning  how  things  were.  He  is 
soon  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the 
unemployed  worker,  and  thousands  of  others 
with  clenched  fists  swinging  in  unity. 
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"The  Dream  of  the  Condemned" — a  Soiiet 
fainting. 

IN  THE  ANTHRACITE  MINES! 

Pittston,  Pa. 
With  great  pleasure,  I  am  replying'  to  your 
most  welcome  letter,  that  I  received  and  the 
check  enclosed  for  the  sum  of  $20,  I  cannot  find 
words  to  express  my  deep  appreciation,  of  my 
heartfelt  gratitude,  especially  at  this  time  of 
great  need,  which  is  very  hard  for  me,  because 
I  must  look  after  our  two  unfortunate  children, 
ever  since  my  husband  has  been   in  jail. 

He  sacrificed  his  life  to  benefit  the  general 
working  class.  His  intentions  were  to  bring 
about  improvements  and  abolish  the  ruling  power 
of  the  contractors,  who  have  made  life  miser- 
able for  all  of  us,  particularly  in  the  anthracite 
region.  On  account  of  this,  he  is  unable  to  any 
longer  accomplish  his  active  duties,  and  thus 
bring  the  people  to  a  solid  foundational  base,  for 
that  is  the  principle  necessary  to  establish  a  per- 
manent brotherhood. 

Hoping  that  you  will  continue  the  good  work. 
Mrs.  Mariana  BtNATO. 
■ 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Just  a   few   lines  to   thank   you   for   the  check 
and    wish    you    good    luck    in    all    you    do    for 
others.    I    am    quite    well    as    ever. 

Mrs.   Anna   G.   Billings. 
■ 

Flcmington,  W.  Va. 
I  received  your  check  and  thank  you  for  same, 
I  am  enclosing  the  signed  receipt.  My  husband 
has  been  gone  two  years  and  two  months.  I 
am  hoping  tlut  I  can  soon  get  him  home  with 
us  again. 

Mrs.  John   Lynch. 
■ 

Petroleum,  W.  Va, 

In!. iv  finds  me  trying  to  answer  your  letter  I 
got  this  morning.  Glad  to  gel  the  money,  as  it 
sure  came  in  need,  when  a  pi  rson  can't  find  work 
as  there  isn't  much  work  to  do. 

Davi    Ai  I  I  M. 


SOLIDARITY  BASED  ON  CON1  LDENi  I 

Eastern  State  Penitentiary,  l'hila.,  Pa. 
With    greatest    pleasure    I    embrace    the    oppor- 
tunity to  answer  your  interesting  letter  of  March 
27    and    check    for    five    dollars    also,    and    i 

cerely   trust   that   all   of  you   are   enjoying   the 
best  of   health. 

I  deeply  appreciate  your  kindly  benevolence 
and  sympathy  that  you  have  shown  toward  my- 
self uid  my  family.  There  is  indeed  no  words 
in  my  vocabulary  to  express  my  thought  o(  the 
wonderful  progress  you  have  made  to  I 
those  who  have  jeopardized  their  liberty.  Under 
the  predicament  I  fullv  realize  that  ymi  will  do 
your   utmost    lor    us   and    our    ui  fam- 

ilies. 

Solidarity  and  mass  strength  of  workers  is,  as 
you  remark,  essential,  but  to  secure  thi 
they  must  have  faith,  confidence  in  the  organi- 
zation. This  i. m  be  gained  only  with  •  complete 
understanding.  Thus  the  fundamtntal  ba 
mass  strength  must  lie  in  faith  and  trust.  People 
will  not  organize  and  stick,  unless  they  are  sure 
of  results — they  have  been  deceived  so  many 
times,  by  false  leaders  and  men  who  have  used 
the  cause  for  mercenary  gain. 

Svm    Hi  NATO. 


NOT   FORGOTTEN    BY   A   LONG    -HOT! 
Sioux  Falls,  S.  P. 
As  usual   I   s.ihI   you   my   appreciation   for   the 
donation  you  have  sent  me  last  month  which  Pve 
received   just  yesterday.     It  makes  a   fellow 
good   to   know   that  one  is  not  serving  time   for 
naught,    that    the    workers    on    the    outside    still 
think  of  him  and  that  he  is  not  forgotten  by  the 
sincere  members  of  the  workers'  movement      s-- 
with  all  good  wishes  and  sincere  thanks.     Yours 
for  the  good  of  the  Work 

Frank  Godlasky. 


CENTRALIA     BEFORE     PAROLE     BOARD 
Walla  Walla,  Wash. 

Enclosed  please  find  receipt  for  February  Jail 
Relief.  I  have  been  quarantined  or  I  would 
have  returned  it  sooner.  I  had  a  touch  of  small- 
pox I  guess.  It  did  not  make  me  sick.  But 
about  a  dozen  pimples  showed  up  and  as  there 
were  already  fifteen  cases  quarantined  I  went 
to  see  the  doctor  and  he  locked  me  up  too. 

The  Parole   Board   meets  next   week   and   if  we 

do  not  get  a  parole  our  case  will  go  into 

again  on  April    Jth,  as  on  that  day   we  will   have 

I  the  full  miniinu  required  by  la« 

cond    degree    murder    which    the    jurv    was 

intimidated   into  voting  us  guilt-. 

I  I  Nl     B\RM  IT. 

■ 

Walla    Walla,    W 
Received  yesterday  the  check   lor   15.00   made 
bj    donations    to    the    11. P,    and    hope 
that    so, .n    there    will    be   no   need    for   attention 
in  this  state.     If-  ne  nevei   knows.      II- 

workers'  problems  are  everlasting  and  more  ->nA 
vigilance  is  needed,      ["hanking  those  who 
have   made   these   contributions   possible. 

Bi  ri   Bi  v\:< 


•I  111  A     i   \VI    t  KIM1     I  HE    Pi- 
ll        . .    Wis. 

Most  Bei  •      z  H     iy  1 

We    have    seen    in    tl  have 

been  arrest<  i  taken   part 

in    I'll 

will    Ik-    sent    to    Rumania.       We    as    a    P 
Group    of    North    Hi. • 

vour   wonderful    work    that    vou  doing 

to   bring   a    new    and  .n    the 

I'nited    Stat 

side   so   that   you    wouldn't   be   sent   to   Rumania. 
We     know     that     thl  talist     class 

will   try   to  i  rush   tli-    Pioneei  ■  nt      Wc 

are    going    to    rise    and    protest    on    Ma) 
against    the    way  a    are    tcrro'i/ing 

the    workers    in    all    capitalist    countries.        Our 
Pioneer    Group    congratul  I    tematJonal 

Labor    Dei  Long    live   the   Pioneer 

Long    live    Harry    Ei-man,   (.:      test  P 
neer'       Long    live    the    Pioneer    International! 

Oliver  Hittila,  Oiva  Jaroi,  Veilko  Jasvi. 

p    S.     R<  member,  n 
cannot   crush   the    i' 


Columbus,    Oi 

I  received  your  dink  for  twenty  dollars  a 
t\\v  days  ago  and  I  want  to  thank  you  kindly 
for  all  that  you  have  given  me.  I  hardly  know 
how  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  fine 
support    you    have    sent    to    me. 

Mas.   M.   Vl  NrvRvro. 


"hi    J.nl" 
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Join  the  I.L.D. — Build  the  Labor  Defender! 

Resist  the  Growing  Terrorism  Against  the  Working  Class! 


The  Attack   on  the  March  Sixth,   Union  Square  Jobless  Demonstration,  in   Meu    York  City. 


THE  above  illustration  is  typical  of  the  sav- 
age warfare  waged  by  the  police  against 
workers.  We  must  reply  effectively  to  these 
growing  attacks  of  the  police  against  the  work- 
ers' mobilization  in  resistance  to  the  increasing 
tei-f.i  ism  ordered  against  labor  by  the  employ- 
ers'   government. 

As  this  issue  of  the  Labor  Defender  went 
to  press,  the  National  Executive  Committee  of 
the  International  Labor  Defense  had  just  com- 
pleted a  conference  with  the  district  organizers 
of  the  ILD.  This  was  the  first  National  Dis- 
trict   Organizers'    Conference    in    the    history    of 


the  ILD.  The  resolution  adopted  by  this  Con- 
ference is  now  being  discussed  by  the  member- 
ship.     It   is  being   put   into   action. 

It  provides  for  the  building  of  the  I.  L.  D. 
against  the  attacks  on  the  workers.  Two  of 
the  outstanding  provisions  of  the  resolution 
adopted   outline   the   following: 

First:  A  national  membership  drive  from 
May  First  to  June  28th,  the  Fifth  Anniversary 
of  the  ILD,  with  the  slogan  —  "Double  the 
Membership!"  This  calls  for  20,000  individual 
membership,  of  whom  5,000  must  be  Negro 
members.      The   membership   figures   for   March 


show  the  ILD  to  have  a  little  more  than  10,000 
members. 

Second:  A  real  circulation  drive  for  the  La- 
bor Defender,  with  the  objective  of  getting 
50,000  circulation,  25,000  of  whom  must  be 
individual  subscribers.  This  was  the  goal  set 
for  the  drive  ending  March  18th,  which  we  did 
not  achieve.  We  are  printing  35,000  copies  of 
this  issue.     We  must   reach    50,000! 

Every  reader  of  the  Labor  Defender  must 
become  an  active  worker  in  these  campaigns. 
Join  the  ILD  and  help  build  the  Labor  De- 
fender. 


POWERS  AND   CARR  MUST  NOT  DIE! 


{Continued  from  fage  83) 
months  against  militant  workers  which 
have  resulted  in  numerous  savage  sentences 
to  the  death-dealing  chain  gang  (George 
Saul,  Dewev  Martin,  Gilbert  Lewis  among 
many  others). 

Organized  resistance,  nationally,  inter- 
nationally, through  massed  protest,  must 
save  the  lives  of  Powers  and  Carr,  must 
strike  the  shackles  off  the  limbs  of  all 
workers  condemned  to  the  convict  gangs 
forced  to  toil  in  chains. 

The  International  Labor  Defense  calls 
on  all  labor  to  mobilize  for  new  and  wider 
defense  struggles  for  the  right  to  "Or- 
ganize the  South." 

An  increased  labor  mobilization,  mass 
pressure  against  capitalist  class  justice,  must 
liberate  Powers  and  Carr,  Saul  and  Mar- 
tin, Lewis  and  Graham,  and  all  the  Gas- 
tonia  prisoners. 


Support  the  right  to  legal  existence  of 
the  Communist  Party,  the  Young  Com- 
munist   League,    and    the    new    industrial 

unions! 

Support  the 
right  to  or- 
g  a  n  i  z  e  ,  to 
strike  and  to 
picket,  and  to 
self  defense 
of  all  workers, 
Negro  and 
white. 

Defend  the 
workers  in  the 
organization  d 
drive  of  the 
National  Tex- 
tile Workers 
Union,  the 
M.  H.  powers  National  Min- 


ers Union  and  the  Marine  Workers 
League  under  the  banner  of  the  Trade 
Union   Unity  League! 

Raise  the  demand  again  for  'Wo  death 
sentences!  No  -prison  sentences]  No  sen- 
tences to  the  chain  gangs!" 

Defeat  the  lynching,  legal  and  extra- 
legal, of  both  Negro  and  white  workers! 

Join  the  I.L.D.  Help  realize  the  drive 
to '"Double  Our  Membership!"  Fifty 
thousand  readers  for  the  Labor  Defender! 


Phone  Stuyvesant  3816 

JOHN'S  RESTAURANT 
SPECIALTY:   ITALIAN   DISHES 

A   place  ivith  atmosphere 
nohert   all   radicals    meet 


302  E.  12th  St. 


NEW  YORK 
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THE    NINETEEN,    Bj     V..   Fadeyev,   Interna- 
tional Publishers. 

LIKE  Gladkov'a  "Cement"  and  Babel's  "Red 
Cavalry,"  Fadeyev's  novel  "Niii  ■  n"  dis- 
tinctly belongs  to  the  post-revolutionarj  | 
of  Russian  literature.  Its  theme  is  al  o  ren 
tercd  around  the  new  historical  phenomenon  of 
Red  Army  and  the  beginning  -  <>t  proletarian 
dictatorship.  Hut  the  treatment  of  this  theme 
resembles    neither    the    kaleidoscopic    flashes    of 

Babel's    grotesqi bservations,    nor    the    highly 

accentuated  and  intensely  drawn  out  types  <>t 
Gladkov's  revolutionary  novel.  For,  while  Ba- 
bel looked  at  the  Red  Army  with  tin  eyes 
of  a  curiosity  shop  dealer,  and  Gladkov  re- 
created the  beginning  of  Communism  like  a 
gorgeously  exaggerated  propaganda  him, — Fa- 
deyev's novel  is  striking  in  its  faithfulness  to 
realism  of  types  and  events,  and  at  the  same 
time  its  "significant  artistic  embodiment  of 
revolutionary  faith   in  a   new  Russia." 

The  story  is  so  simple  that  it  is  hard  to  label 
it  as  such.  A  Red  Army  platoon  is  stationed 
in  a  Siberian  forest  in  expectation  of  a  coun- 
ter-revolutionary attack.  The  climax  of  the  at- 
tack comes  in  the  last  chapter.  In  spite  of  the 
breathless  movement  and  the  tragic  culmination 
of  the  few  final  events,  the  last  glimpse  is  not 
of  devastation  and  defeat,  but  of  passionate 
urge  towards  further  struggle.  There  is  no 
definite  close.  Historical  events  do  not  shape 
themselves  according  to  novelists'  schemes.  And 
all  characters  in  the  book  are  those  people  whose 
lives  have  no  existence  apart  from  the  histo- 
rical movements  of  the  day  —  whether  this 
connection  is  conscious  and  intentional,  like  in 
the  case  of  drifter  Levinson,  or  irresponsible 
and  bewildered,  like  in  the  case  of  drifter 
Morozka. 

Fadeyev's  characters  are  too  originally  and 
intimately  portrayed  to  be  called  types.  And 
yet,  in  spite  of  vivid  characteristics  of  indi- 
vidual appearances,  mannerisms,  thoughts,  ex- 
pressions, and  emotions,  each  character  stands 
out  definitely  as  a  representative  of  a  certain 
class.  Levinson,  the  commander,  who  is  pas- 
sionately interested  in  producing  a  new,  better 
man,  is  himself  a  symbol  of  those  future  gen- 
erations which  will  mature  under  Communist 
regions  knowing  nothing  of  personal  ambitions, 
egotism  and  fears.  Levinson's  feeling  of  duty 
towards  that  new  society  is  his  richest  and  sin- 
cerest  otion.  It  bears  no  resemblance  to  the 
populai  conception  of  suppressed  Puritan  hy- 
pocrisy. His  intelligent  and  ardent  belief  in 
the    greatness   of   his   task   obscures  every   s'jadc 


Richard    Kivi,  Los  An 
M  " v  Ostrow,  Los    \m 
E.  Tampfer,  Los    \'< 
Lena  Kline,  Los  An; 
B.  Roscnfield,   Los  Ang 
N.  Karpiloff,  Lns  An 
II.   Tsipon,  Los  An;: 
S.  Raskin,  Los  Angeli 
Fred  Firestone,  Los  Angeles 
M.  Agranovsky,  Los  Angeles 
H.  Weihc,  San   Diego,  (   ilil 
W.  S.  Mitchell,  San  Diego 
I.  Jacobson,  San  D  egi 
L.  Krmtzky,  San  Dii 
\   Zeitlin,  San  Diego 
.1     K  ,   s.i n   Diego 
Wm.  Jasmagy,  San  Diego 


of     his     personal     lit'       ll<      loses     control 

I  ..n!'.   once,  when  broken  down  mentally 

and    physically    after    the    attack,    he    eric- 
his    dead    i  omradi  .    Bui    hit    eyela  h 

when  a   realization  of  his  duty 

toward   his  i  omi  idi  -   grips  him  i  pow  - 

ering    his   acute    physical    and    emotional    pains. 

Morozka  is  a  far  more  common  type  not  only 

in  the  Red   Arm)    but   anywhere   in   tin-    world. 

He   represents   that   part  of   the    population    which 
lives    by    habit,    imitation,    and    instinct, 
than  by  choice  or  reason.     He 

ble    and    as    physically    active    as   any    young    ani- 
mal.    He  st. -.ils  on   tin'  impulse.     11'-   is   ob 
through    a    habit.       He    lies    in    self-justification. 
He     is     unintelligent,     unprincipled,     incoh 
But  he  is  instinctively 

•  I  and  a  loyal  ti  his  class.      With 

all  his  obvious  weaknesses  he  is  not  as  much 
of  a  drawback  to  the  new  society  as  the  two 
despicable  characters  representing  Russian  intel- 
ligentsia. 

Tchizh  and  Metchick,  both  town  lil 
joined   the  Red   Army  on  the  basis  of   haz; 
victions    and    pink    romanticism.        Tchizh,    the 
elder  and   far  more  spoiled  of  the  two 
tatiously  conscious   of   his   vast   superiority   over 
the   soldiers.      The   scarcely   matured    adol 
Metchick,   still   unstable  and   sensitive,   painfully 
vacillates  between  the  poisonous  influence  o*"  fu- 
tile   Tchizh    and    the    healthy    intelligent    spirit 
of   Levinson.      His   own   egotism   and   cowardice, 
his   hazy   understanding   of   the   cause    for   which 
he    is   fighting,    and    his   enstangement    from    the 
actual    life    of    the    soldiers, — turn    him    at    the 
end    into   a    deserter.       His   presence   is   si 
missed    by    anyone,    with    the    exception    of    the 
army   prostitute,   Varya,    who   after   manv    years 
of    loveless   practice    falls   in    love   with    his   ap- 
pealing childish  purity. 

The  excellency  of  translation  deserves  special 
mention.  Without  the  customary  clumsy  or  dis- 
torted phrases,  the  translator  has  been  able  to 
preserve  as  nearly  as  possible  the  fluent,  vigorous 
style  of  the  book  in  the  original  language.  He 
has  even  transferred  into  English,  unusuallv 
successfully,  the  varieties  of  expression  peculiar 
to  the  precise,  contemptuous  langua"e  of  the 
intellectual  and  the  warm  careless  slang  of  the 
soldier. 

Fadeyev's  highly  artistic  craftsmanship,  his 
sympathetic  emotional  understanding,  and  his 
revolutionary  faith,  make  this  book  a  rare  and 
a  brilliant  example  of  the  new  proletarian  lit- 
erature. 

VALEN  I  INE  V.  KONIX 

MAY   DAY   GREETINGS 

Matilda,   Benzij  I  hego 

Rose  Elf  man,  Lo     \i 
N.  Niedetch)  Los  An' 
Sarah  F.  Abrahams,  San   I' 
R.  Weihrich,  San  Dn 
\    Madlener,  San  Diego 
r..  Sakoeff,  Seattle,  Wash, 
B.  M.  Tokov,  Seattle,  Wash. 

(  .     S.   Zitoff,   Seattle 

Hill  Bed|  ttle 

I'.  Kosdanoff,  - 
A.  M.  1'  ittle 

K.  Baichaeff,  Seattli 

S.  Hutineff,  Seattle 
G.  Afsanoff,  Seattle 
Harry  Gusoff,  Seattle 
G.  Orlando  Erie,  Pa. 


International  Labor  Defense 
III  IK  VI  URE 

SEDITION1    By  J.  Lofts  ENCDAHL, 

a    famfMct  5    cents 

BREAKINt;  CHAINS,  Labor's 

Struggles    in    Pictures, 

An  1 1. 1)  Illustrated  Album  15 

I  HE   II. I'  CONSTITtr]  ION 

AND  ORGANIZ  \  I  ION, 

a  pamphlet  5  cents 

GASTONIA,  i  I  I  \I>I  1.  n] 
I  HE   i  LASS    si  Rl  <,!, 
by  Wm.  F.  Dui  is 

SOI    I  HERN  i  "I  TON   MILLS 
AM)  LABOR,  I  .    Mri  •,  Pact 

PARIS  ON    I  UK.  BARRK  \I'l  5 

by   (ii  hri.f.    Spiko  2  5   cents 

RALPH  CHAPLIN'S  POETRY     25  cents 


II. I)  SUPPJ 

What    tin     II. I)    is,   What   it    Means   to   the 
rs,  a  K-fage  leaflet.   $2.50  f/r   1000 

ILD   En, Mem   Pin  25   cents 

Duplicate    Numbered    Receipt    Books    for 
ILD   Br.    200   receipts  in  a  book,        $1.25 


Special  Discounts  to  All  Districts 
Order  from 

International  Labor  Defense 

SO  East  Hth  Street,  New  York,  V  Y. 


PICTORIAL  HISTORY 

of    the    Major    Struggles    of    Labor 

during  last  two  years 

in 

BOUND  VOLUME   <  >F 
LABOR  DEFENDER 

24   numbers  attractively  bound 
>:.50 

With  1  yr.  sub  to  I  li  fender 

^.OO 


\     S|     to,  1       ,  Pa 
B   \  denti,  Krit . 
B.  Huliano,  I  :    .1' 

Is  Workers'  s  \ 

\    i 

I    Koval,  ( 
Geor:  turn,  Pa 

Literature    II. P   I  omm  ttee,   N 

S.  J.  C  1 

Bulgarian  P 

!?r. 

\ 

Finnish   W  . 

M.  and  P.  Kramer, 

Frank 

Mr    and  Mr.-     II     K 
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May  Day  Greetings  from 

MILWAUKEE  SUB-DISTRICT 

International    Labor    Defense 

Support    the    appeal    of    the    workers    im- 
prisoned  by    the   Socialists! 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

JOHN    REED   BRANCH 

International    Labor    Defense 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

May   Day  Greetings   from 

WEST  ALLIS  BRANCH 

International    Labor    Defense 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


May  Day  Greetings  from 

MILWAUKEE 

SOUTH  SLAVIC  BRANCH 

International    Labor    Defense 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN 

BRANCH 

International    Labor    Defense 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

JEWISH  BRANCH 

International    Labor    Defense 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

FREIHEIT  BRANCH  484 

Independent  Workmen's  Circle 

MILWAUKEE,  WISC. 


FINNISH   BRANCH    ILD 
MILWAUKEE,  WISC. 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

LITHUANIAN  I.L.D.  BRANCH 

HARTFORD,  CONN. 

481   HUDSON  STREET 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

DENVER   ILD  BRANCH 

Helen  L.  Dietrich,  Secretary 

1018     15th    St., 

DENVER,  COLORADO 

We  are  convinced  that  the  LABOR  DE- 
FENDER is  playing  a  very  important 
role  and  a  very  effective  one  in  the  labor 
struggle.  It  deserves  all  support  from 
:very  young  worker. 

SOUTH  SLAV  WORKERS' 

EDUCATIONAL  CLUB 

Oakland)  California 


May  Day  Greetings  from 

RUSSIAN  I.L.D.  BRANCH 

PEABODY,  MASS. 
Greetings  to  all  class-war  prisoners 

Revolutionary   May   Day    Greetings   from 

Workers  Library  Publishers 

39  East   125th  Street 
New  York  City 


The   Sole   Publishers   and    Distributors    of 
All  Pamphlets  dealing  •with  Marxist- 
Leninist     Theory    and    Practice. 


SUBSCRIBE  TO  "THE  COMMUNIST" 
official  organ  of  the  Communist  Party  of 
the  U.S.A.     25c  per  copy.  $2.00  per  year. 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

MRS.  Z.  DANTENE 
DETROIT,  MICH. 


statement  of  the  ownership,  manage- 
ment, circulation,  etc.,  required  by 
the  act  of  congress  of  august  24,  1912. 

Of  LABOR  DEFENDER,  published  monthly  at  New 
Yo*,  N.  Y.,  for  October   1,  1930. 

State  of  New  York 
County  of  New  York 

ss. 

Before  me,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  nor  the  State 
and  county  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Sol 
Auerhach,  who,  having  been  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  the  Managing  Editor 
of  the  Labor  Defender  and  that  the  following  is,  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  a  true  state- 
ment of  the  ownership,  management  (and  if  a  daily 
paper,  the  circulation),  etc.,  of  the  aforesaid  publica- 
tion for  the  date  shown  in  the  above  caption,  required 
by  the  Act  of  August  24,  1912,  embodied  in  section 
411,  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations,  printed  on  the 
reverse   of   this    form,   to  wit: 

..  That  the  names  and  addresses  ou  the  publisher, 
editor,    managing    editor,    and    business    managers    are: 

Publisher,  International  Labor  Defense,  80  East 
11  tli    Street,   New   York,   N.   Y. 

Editor,  J.  Louis  Engdahl,  80  East  11th  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Managing  Editor,  Sol  Auerbach,  80  East  11th  St., 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Business  Managers,  None. 

2.  That  the  owner  is:  (if  owned  by  a  corpora- 
tion, its  name  and  address  must  be  stated  and  also 
immediately  thereunder  the  names  and  addresses  of 
stockholders  owning  or  holding  one  per  cent  or  more 
of  total  amount  of  stock.  If  not  owned  by  a  cor- 
poration, the  names  and  addresses  of  the  individual 
owners  must  be  given.  If  owned  by  a  firm,  com- 
pany, or  other  unincorporated  concern,  its  name  and 
address,  as  well  as  those  of  each  individual  member, 
must  be  given.) 

International  Labor  Defense,  80  East  11th  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

J.  Louis  Engdahl,  Secretary,  80  East  11th  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

George  Maurcr,  Assistant  Secretary,  80  East  11th 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

A.  Jakira,  Organizational  Secretary,  80  East  lltli 
Strei  i,   New  York,  N.  Y. 

3.  That  the  known  bondholders,  mortgagees,  and 
Other  security  holders  owning  or  holding  I  per  cent 
or  more  of  total  amount  of  bonds,  mortgages,  or 
other    securities    arc:    (If    there    are    none,    so    state.) 

None. 

SOL  AUERBACH, 
(Signature  of  Managing  Editor.) 
Sworn    to    and    subscribed    before    me   this    29th    day 
01    March,  1930. 
(seal) 

ISAAC  SHORR. 


Revolutionary    Greetings  From 

DISTRICT  13,  ILD 

Tom  Mooney  Branch, 
Finnish  Branch, 
Italian  Branch, 
Japanese  Branch, 

San  Francisco 

Fred  Beal  Branch, 
Tom  Mooney  Branch, 

Oakland 

Berkeley  Branch, 
Lithuanian   Branch, 

Berkeley 

Sacco-Vanzetti-Branch, 

Richmond 

Jewish  Branch, 

Tom  Mooney  Branch, 

Petaluma 

Fresno  Branch,  Fresno 
Santa  Cruz  Branch, 

Santa   Cruz 

District  Office: 

966  Market  Street,  Room  9 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

A  ray  of  sunshine  striving  to  acquire  a 
brilliance  that  will  blind  the  oppressors 
and    defend    the    oppressed. 

FRED   BEAL   BRANCH    ILD 

Oakland,   Calif. 


On  May  1,  1930,  the  International  La- 
bor Defense,  Ohio  District,  greets  the 
growing  militancy  of  the  international 
working  class.  All  workers  unite  for 
battle  against  all  forms  of  police  brutal- 
ity, criminal  syndicalist  laws  and  for  the 
release  of  political  prisoners  the  world 
aver. 

OHIO  DISTRICT  ILD 


Blackstone  Bide 


Cleveland,  OlnY 


May  Day  Greetings  from 

HUNGARIAN   I.L.D.   BRANCH 

East  Side  Cleveland)  Ohio 

1112!    Buckeye    Road 

{Hungarian  Workers''  Home) 

Meets  every   third   Tuesday   of   the   month 


May  Day  Greetings  from 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y 


I.  L.  D. 


Revolutionary   Greetings   to 

ALL  CLASS  WAR  PRISONERS 

and   to    the   Whole   Working  Class 

TYOMIES   SOCIETY 


SUPERIOR,  Wis. 


104 


Greetings   T 

CLASS-WAR  PRISOXERS 


HOTEL,   RESTAURANT  and  CAFETERIA 
WORKERS'  UNION 


16  West  21st  Street 


New  York.  City 


Support  the  International  Labor  Defense 
and  its  organ,  the  LABOR  DEFENDER. 


Greetings  on   .\L;\    Daj    'rom 

JACQUES    BUITENKANT 

Attorney  for  the   X  District  of  the 

International  Labor   Def:- 


-th  Street 


New 


The  Central  Executive  Committft'  of  the 

United  Council  ot  Workingdass  Women 

• 

on  the 

its  International  solidarity  in  the  struggle  . 

imperialism  and  for  the  defense  of  t:.    - 

with  _ 'iters  persecuted  thruout  the  world. 

GREETINGS  FROM  C  1LS 

N    .    !    AMD  2 

I'cr  Workers  Council 
Newark  No.  1  and  2 
Plainfield,  Passaic,  Paterson, 
Elizabeth,  Stamford 

i,  10 

11,  12,  14,  15,  16,  17 

is, : 


VACATION  FOR  WORKERS 

CAMP  NITGEDAIGET 

BEACON.  N.  Y. 

Tent  colony  in  beautiful  wooded  surroundings;  swim- 
ming, showers,  healthy  food;  jubilant  comradely  spirit 
thruout. 

Or  you  may  room  in  the  new  hotel — 6 1  rooms — two 
in  a  room — showers  and  bat  rv  lioor. 

A  WEEK 

Camp  Telephone:  Bea  EsterbrcxA 


WORKERS' (  RATIV1  >NY,  BR 

ROOM  APARTM1  ' 

There  is  still  a  limited  number  of  3  ami   • 

■ 
atmosphere — children's  school — children's   club* — Da\    \ 
•  children  ■ 

■ 
ffice  is  oper 
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Financial    Report   of    International    Labor  Defense,  National  Office 

STATEMENT   BY  THE   NATIONAL   BURO   OF 
INTERNATIONAL   LABOR   DEFENSE 


It  is  necessary  to  point  out  that  the  International  Labor  Defense  does 
not  receive  funds  for  specific  cases  only,  as  might  be  understod  from  the 
classifications  under  "Income."  Rather,  it  raises  general  funds  in  dif- 
ferent ways,  aside  from  the  income  from  sale  of  dues,  literature,  etc., 
by  means  of  campaigns  centering  around  various  defense  issues.  Given 
the  many  obligations,  now  increasing  at  a  very  rapid  rate,  the  logic 
of    this    method    must    be   apparent    to    everyone. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  liabllites  are  relatively  high.  Loans  have 
had  to  be  obtain td  in  order  to  meet  pressing  defense  needs  in  the  past 
year.  The  I.  L.  D.  has  had  to  fulfill  its  obligations  to  prisoners  and 
their  dependents  and  in  that  connection  alone  it  incurred  an  indebtedness 
of  nearly  $4,000.00.  Workers  and  sympathizers  are  called  upon  to 
respond  more  generously  to  our  urgent  and  increasing  need  for  funds 
so  that  we  may  be  able  to  liquidate  the  debts  and  thus  be  in  a  stronger 
position  to  meet  the  current  needs. 

The  deficit  on  the  Labor  De.ender  was  due  partly  to  the  fact  that 
a  certain  number  of  copies  were  distributed  gratis  among  workers  on 
strike  or  unemployed,  and  partly  to  the  fact  that  many  districts  have 
been  lax  in  paying  their  Labor  Defender  bills.  Steps  are  being  taken 
to  overcome  this.  Branch,  city  and  district  committees — the  entire  mem- 
bership and  friends —are  called  upon  to  help  in  this  task,  by  paying 
all  bills,  getting  many  more  subscribers  and  greatly  increasing  the  total 
sales.  A  mass  circulation  for  the  Labor  Defender  will  make  it  one 
of  our  strongest   weapons. 

The  insufficient  response  to  our  appeals  for  the  Prisoners'  and  De- 
pendents' Fund  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  less  than  half  of  what  was 
distributed  to  prisoners  and  their  families  came  in  by  special  dona- 
tions   for   the    purpose.      The    Pledge    Fund    must    be   built    up.      The    small 


amount  received  and  remitted  for  relief  for  the  prisoners  and  victims 
in  foreign  capitalist  and  colonial  countries  where  fascism  and  white 
terror  are  rampant  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  in  the  past  funds  for 
this  purpose  wrere  raised  through  the  various  language  sections  of  the 
I.  L.  D.  who  were  remitting  the  money  directly  and  not  through  the 
National  Office.  This  has  been  changed  since  the  Fourth  National  Con- 
vention and  all  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  political  prisoners  in  other 
capitalist  countries  will  go  through  the  National  Office.  Substantial  sums 
must  be  raised  for  this  purpose  if  the  American  working  class  is  to 
really    express    its    solidarity    with    the    International    Working    Class. 

A  drastic  economy  must  be  instituted  without  delay  in  the  handling 
of  defense  cases.  This  applies  not  only  to  attorneys'  fees,  which  must 
be  as  low  as  possible,  but  means  also  a  policy  of  non-payment  of  fines 
and  the  saving  of  bail-bond  premium  by  getting  property  bail  and 
securities  or  cash  loaned  free  of  cost  by  workers'  organizations  and 
sympathizers.  All  friends  of  the  International  Labor  Defense  are  called 
upon   to   help   out   in   these   matters. 

Since  the  International  Labor  Defense  is  a  membership,  class-struggle 
organization  for  defense  of  persecuted  workers  it  follows  that  funds 
are  used  not  only  for  (1 )  expenses  connected  with  legal  defense,  but 
also  for  (2)  mobilization  of  mass  protest;  publicity  and  literature;  (3) 
organization  building;  (4)  relief  to  prisoners  and  dependents  in  the 
U.  S.  A.  and  for  international  aid;  and  (5)  administration.  From  this 
standpoint  it  will  be  seen  that  some  of  the  items  listed  under  "Ex- 
penditures; Administrative"  should  fall  rather  under  classifications  (2) 
or    (3)  as  above. 

While  stressing  economy  the  International  Labor  Defense  Burn  em- 
phasizes even  more  the  much  greater  needs  in  this  period  of  mass 
arrests    and    greatly    Increased    capitalist    persecution. 


BALANCE  SHEET— DECEMBER  31,   1929 


Cash     

Accounts  Receivable   (less  reserves) 

$    8,956.36 
237.00 
100.00 

2,177.20 

$        129.90 

Office    Furniture   and    Fixtures 

(Less    reserve    depreciation)     

20,051.19 
8,539.70 

$11,600.46 

Deficit    January    I,    1929     

Excess    of    Expenditures    over    Income    jor    the 
Year   Ended   December    31,    1929    

$28,590.89 

6,229.66 
13,164.11 

1,102.65 
1,461.11 

$28,590.89 

LIABILITIES 

$40,191.35 

Unearned  Subs — Labor  Defender 

$21,957.53 

18,233.82 

$40,191.35 

STATEMENT  OF  INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURES   FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDED    DECEMBER    31,  1929. 

INCOME: 

Defense  and  Relief: 

Accorsl    Case     . ..                      $       839.70 

Anti-Terror   Drive         3,507.20 

Christmas    Fund— 1928  5,693.95 

Gastonia     Case                         99,82".  16 

Mineola    Case     .                          1,204.10 

New     Bedford    Textile    Strikers  555.91 

Prisoners    Pledge    Fund  942. H4 

Fireign    Prisoners    Relief  421. 28 

Shifrin     Case 1,284.73 

Woodlawn     Case                         .  .  568.60 

Misi  ellaneous  957.35 

Bail   Fund   Donations  852.52 


Total     .  ... 

Administrative: 

Membership    Due  $   7,522.39 

Memberthip  Initiation   1,624.85 

libers    at     Large     242.5 1 

Affiliated   organizations   fees    ...  1,008.76 

M  i  i  ellaneous   Income  1,629.31 

Donations — General      7,565.06 

Language   Sections                        1,1  SI.  14 

Total    Administrate    Income    


$116,654.54 


Labor   Defender: 

Paid    Circulation  $10,393.85 

Advertising    1,446.18 

Donations      25.50 

Total   Income  Labor   Defender 

Total     Income     .     .       .  . 

EXPENDITURES: 


$11,865.53 
$149,294.09 


Defense  and  Relief: 

Accorsi    Case 

t    1.S20.10 

Anti-Terror   Drive 

4,902.28 

Bethlehem    Cases 

:;s.oo 

Cantor  Case 

87.36 

Caribbean    Section 

50.00 

Cheswick   Case 

352.79 

Christmas    Fund                            

713.38 

Gastonia    Case                        

X'),-»s.2M 

Mineola   Case 

5,766.05 

Gorman  Case 

792.56 

Minerich    Case    

193.30 

New  Bedford   Textile  Strikers 

'^5.14 

Porter  Case 

-vim 

Prisoners  Relief    

1,173.21 

Foreign    Prisoners    Relief 

205.12 

Prisoners   Dependents    Relief 

2,42s. on 

Shifrin  Case 

304.91 

Tapolczanyi    Case 

1,652.70 

1.1S   .'is 

3,059.77 

1,41  '.no 

Total      

$1  15,363.94 

Administrate  e: 

Secretaries   W  i . 

2,380.94 

Office  Wages                                

5,5  52.65 

Office    Rent 

1,295.70 

Organizers    and    Speakers    R.    R.    Fare 

2,731.70 

195.05 

Telephone   and   Telegraph 

1,329.59 

Stationerv  and   Supplies 

1,696 

Postage 

1,084.59 

Miscellaneous    Exp. 

1,021.28 

Fourth     Nation.il     Convention     <..      the 

I.   I..  D.  at   Pittsburgh 

2,510.38 

Rad  Debts 

5  5  5.60 

Depreciation  on  Furniture  and  Fixtures 

277.47 

2,827.27 

Total     Administrative     Ezpenditui 

$25,5  ;s. "4 

$211.-74.0: 


(Continued    on    page    108) 
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(greetings  from  the 

Southwestern  District  I.  L.  D. 


OOUTHWESTERN  DISTRICT  No.  14,  INTER- 
^  NATION  \!.  LABOR  DEFENS]  .SENDS  MAY 
DAY  GREETINGS  TO  THI  WORKING  C]  VSS, 
WORLD  OVER,  FROM  THE  TOILING  MASSES 
(  >1  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA,  ARIZONA  AND 
M  W  MEXICO. 

ON  'LUIS  INTERNATIONAL  WORKING 
CLASS  HOLIDAY  WE  SEND  OUR  PROLETAR- 
IAN GREETINGS  TO  ALL  HEROIC  FIGHTERS 
NOW  LANGUISHING  IN  THE  CAPITALIST 
DUNGEONS  IN  EVERY  CAPITALIST  AND 
COLONIAL  COUNTRY  AND  PLEDGE  OUR 
WORKINGCLASS  SOLIDARITY  AND  DETER- 
MINATION TO  FIGHT  FOR  THEIR  UNCON- 
DITIONAL RELEASE. 

ON  MAY  DAY  \\  1.  PAY  OUR  PROLETAR- 
IAN TRIBUTE  TO  ALL  MARTYRS  OF  THE 
WORKING  CLASS  TORTURED,  MURDERED 
AND  LYNCHED  BY  THE  BOSS-CLASS. 

WE  SEND  OUR  REVOLUTIONARY  GREET- 
INGS TO  THE  UNION  OF  SOVIET  SOCIALIST 
REPUBLICS  WHOSE  TOILING  MASSES  ARE 
FORGING  AHEAD  IN  BULDING  A  NEW 
SOCIAL  SYSTEM. 


\\  I  EX  I  I  ND  I  )\  R  Wl  IRKING  C  L  ^SS  S<  >L- 
[DARITY  TO  THE  OPPRESSED  AND  EX- 
PLOITED MASSES  01  ALL  'Fill  COLONIAL 
AND  SEMI  -  COLONIAL  PEOPLES  AND 
PLEDGE  OUR  SUPPORT  IN  THEIR  FIGHT 
\(i\INST  IMPERIALIST  DOMINATION.  WE 
PLEDGE  T< )  I  IGHI  SIDE  BY  SIDE  WITH  THE 
BITTERLY  EXPLOITED  NEGRO  MASSES  IN 
THI  I'M  II  DS'FA'l  ESAG  VINST  l.\  NCHINGS, 
RACE  DISCRIMINATK  >N  AND  I  I  >k  I  I  J  I 
CI  \L,  EC<  )N(  (MIC  AND  P(  )LI  I  IC  \L  I  QUA]  - 
ITY  FOR  NEGRO  WORK]  RS. 

LONG  LIVE  INTERNATIONAL  WORKING 

CLASS  SOLIDARITY! 

LONG  LIVE  MAY  DAY! 

FIGHT  FOR  THE  RELEAS1    o|     \l  I    THE 
CLASS  WAR  PRISONER 

FIGHT  FOR    Fill    WORK]  RS'   RIGHT  TO 

SELF-DEI  I  NSJ  ! 

BUILD     THE     INTERNATIONAL     LABOR 

DEFENSE! 


Lithuanian   Branch 

Sacco    anil    Vanzetti    Branch 

Mooney  &  Billings  Branch 

John    Porter   Branch 

Hungarian  Branch 

dinavian   Branch 

Greek  Branch 

German    Branch 

Japanese  Branch 


Russian-Ukranian    Branch 

South    Slav    Branch 

Armenian  Branch 

San    I'eilro    Branch 

Bill  Haywood,  Ontario 

Santa    Barbara    Branch 

Tucson,     \ri.-.,   Branch 

i   Branch 

B    ich    Branch 


SOUTHW]  M  I  RN   DIS  I  RIC  I    No.  14 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOR   1)1  I  I  \S1 

District  Office — 213  Stim-,,11    Bldg. 
I    -  Angeles,  California 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF 


Labor   Defender 

Printing    and    Mailing     

Editorial  Wages    

Administrative    Wages     

Cuts  and  Photos 

Miscellaneous  Expenses    . 

Total  Labor  Defender  Expenses    

Total    Expenditures     

Deficit   for   the   Year    

GASTONIA 
INOME: 

Donations    

Leaflets,   Buttons,   Literature    

Total   Income    -  .  .  . 
EXPENDITURES: 

Strikers,    Prisoners    and    Dependents    Relief 
Organizational    Expenses    .  .  . 

Stationery   and   Postage    

Printing     

Publicity     

Railroad  and  Auto  Fare    

Telephone  and  Telegraph    .  .  . 

Tag    Day    Expenses    

Interest    on    Bail    Bonds    

Miscellaneous  Expenses    

Defense: 

Attorneys'   Fees    

Court    Stenographers     

Miscellaneous  Legal,  Labor  Jury, 
Premium  on  Bail,  Special  In- 
vestigations, etc 

Total     


INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE  NATIONAL  OFFICE 
{Continued  from  page  106) 

BAIL   FUND  AS   OF   DECEMBER    31,    1929 
11,078.26  ASSETS: 

1  312.75 

.y-q'j-ri  Cash  in  Bank  Bail  Fund    $  53.14 

-,'-,,  .'go  Casn  Deposited  as  Bail 36,275.00 

'56898  Securities  Deposited  as  Bail    92,500.00 

'  Loans  Receivable  from   Members    5,930.00 

$16'93U1  Total   Assets    $134,75S.14 

$157,833.79 

$8,539.70       LIABILITIES: 

Loans  Payable   for  Bail    (Secured)    27,650.00 

Loans  Payable  for  Bail    (Unsecured)    17,424.45 

97,892.32                                          Bail  Fund  Loans  Payable    12,115.78 

1.934.84  Securities  Borrowed  for   Bail    90,200.00 

Bail  Fund — Liberty  Bond  Coupons  payable  4,788.73 

$99,827.16  Accrued   Interest  on   Bail    Bonds    .... 813.00 

11,959.64  Total    Liabilities         $152,991.96 

8,083.49  

6  986.90  Net    Liabilities     $18,233.82 

9,697.39 

4.525.85  CERTIFICATE 

5,3-4.3/  l     i.  ^ye  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  has  been  prepared  from  the 

2fi>6.Hl  books,  records  and  accounts  of  the  International   Labor  Defense,  National 

'■059.13  Oflice,  at  80  East  11th  Street,  New  York  City,  and  in  our  opinion  reflects 

388-00  tne  true  financial  condition  of  this  organization  on  December  31,   1929. 
1,404.91  ^ye   nave   ver;fied    by   personal    communication    all    of   the   accounts   pay- 
is  U?  n  Me- 
ij,jt3.3^  Yours   very   truly, 

1,560.75 

PRIMOFF    &    COMPANY, 

„  .-n  ,,  By  George  Primoff, 

Certified  Public  Accountant. 

$89,793.29        April  1st,  1930. 


May  Day  Greetings  from 

WORKMEN'S  SICK  AND 
DEATH   BENEFIT  FUND 

of  U.  S.  A. 
BRANCH  244                    LINDEN,  N.  J. 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

BRANCH  671 

WORKMEN'S   CIRCLE 

Borough  Park                                 New  York 

MAY  DAY 
GREETINGS 

FROM 

SHORR,  BRODSKY  &  KING 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

YUGOSLAV ILD  BRANCH 

MOUNTAIN   VIEW,    CALIF. 
M.  Giaya,  Secretary,  P.O.  Box  239 

May  Day  Greetings  From 

LITHUANIAN    BRANCH    ILD 
No.  3 

Chicago,  111.,  N.  S. 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

STAR  LODGE  No.  351 

CROATIAN  FRATERNAL  UNION  OF 

AMERICA 

13  29    Kirby  Ave.,   E. 

Detroit                                                  Michigan 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

Bronx  Hungarian  ILD 

Bronx  Hungarian  Workers' 

Club 

785  W.  Chester  Avenue 

May   Day  Greetings  from 

SOUTH    SLAV    ILD    BRANCH 
PITTSBURGH,  Pa.,  N.  S. 

May   Day  Greetings  from 

POLISH  ILD  BRANCH 

753    Ogden    Street 
BRIDGEPORT,  CONN. 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

Hungarian  Workmen's  Home 

and 

Amateur  Association 

37   Sixteenth   Avenue,            Newark,   N.  J. 

WOMEN'S  COUNCIL  No.   470 
ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

Sends  its  revolutionary  greetings  to  the 
fighters    anil    defenders    of     the    working 
class,  the  ILD,  and  its  organ,  the  LABOR 
DEFENDER. 

Ida  Helicman,  Sec'y          3640  Cook  Ave. 

LERMAN   BROS. 

STATIONERS    and    PRINTERS 
29  E.  14th  St.           New  York  City 

Phone:  Algonquin  3356-8S43 
Special  prices  given  to  Organizations 

May  Day  Greetings   from 

HARVEY  O'CONNOR 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

M.i\    Da)    Gn  etings  front 

PA  HANAS 

63  5    Tingley    Avenue 
BELLEVIEW,  PA. 

Revolutionary    May    Day    Greetings 

from 

Finnish  Workers'  Federation 

Brooklyn  Branch 

May   lhi\    i  •mtiiigs  from 

I  1    \I.l  \\     BR  WCH    No.    3,    I.    L.    D. 
Syracuse                                             New   York 
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New  York  District  I  L  I) 

Sends   May   Day  Greetings  to  Labor   Defender 


the  collective  organizer  :mil  propagandist  for  the  defense  oj 
working  class  fighters. 

Tin-  membership  of  the-  New  York  District  goes  for- 
ward with  you  this  Maj  Daj  towards  greater  battles,  strong- 
er organization  and  new  victories  for  the  International 
Working  Class  against  the  vicious  attacks  of  the  capitalist 
class,  against  the  tremendous  unemployment  and  tor  the 
defense  of  the  SOVIET  UNION. 

We  hail  the  Labor  Defender  as  the  vanguard  in  the 
work  of  the  ILD  to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  the  working 
class  of  this  country    and   of  the   colonial   countries,   whose 


struggles  an    ini  reas  ng  daily.     For  great 
ot  (.  lass  solidarity  ' 

In  tin  i  the  class  war  prisoners,  ini  lui         I       L'n- 

employed    Delegation,    Harrj     I     man,    William    S!i 
Potash,  the  seven  workers  In  Id  tor  sedition  in  Newark,  and 
scores  of  other  i.im-  of  workers  who  struggled  for  tin 
to  organize  and  picket,  we  call  upon  the  workers  of  thi 
to  RUSH  FUNDS  to  tin-  Disti    t  Ofl  tiablc  it  ti 

d  thesi 

M  W  YORK  DIM  RICH  .  II. I». 
799  Broadway,  Room  All,  N.  Y.  < 


Passaic,  N.  J 


May  Day  Greetings  from 


City  Central   Committee 
I.L.D. 

PASSAIC,  x.  J. 
.17. n   Day  Greetings  from 

WOMEN'S  WORKERS' 
COUNCIL  No.  3 

PASSAIC,  N.  J. 
May  Day  Greetings  from 

WOMEN  WORKERS' 

COUNCIL  No.  8 

PASSAIC,  N.  J. 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

POLISH   BRANCH 

ILD 

PASSAIC,  N.  J. 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

UKRAINIAN   BRANCH 

ILD 

PASSAIC,  N.  J. 

May  Day  Greetings  from 

HUNGARIAN 
DRAMATIC  CLUB 

PASSAIC,  N.  J. 


May  Day  Greetings  from 

WORKERS  OF 
PASSAIC,  N.  J. 


John  Bikun 

Mil  HEL   Wojciuk 

Joe  Wojuchuck 

K.    PlTHORETZKA 

K.  Krupa 

Friends 

G.   YOYKAN 

M.  S. 

D.  Olejnik 

M.     KOLANO 
F.    Nl  I'VK 

V    \\  iii  mi  1 1  ii 

I).  Dychuk 

M.    SVSEN 

I.    SVSEN 

I".     WOYTUNIAK 

N.  Wardvca 

P.  Lysak 

\Y    Stei  \\U'K 


Joseph  Szebrycki 

\.  N. 

K.   Kllhaury 

Lis 

An  do 

J.  Stankiewicz 

Kozlowski 

SloI.ARZ 

Oniszczuk 
j,   i  vckowski 

S.  Mill 
KOPALA 
I.iskii  H  ICZ 

Weclowski 

p 

JOl     DUBNER 
J,  El.L'LLU 

W.  Jan  I  EC 


EONO  EIVI     I  HI 
Defend  the  So\  nt   Union  ' 

UKRAINIAN 
\\  I  )RKI  RS'  CLUB 

66  East    4tl>   Stl 

Meel  !rd  1  Munth 


Maj    Day    <:•,,  rings  to  th< 

WORKERS    WI>  PI  \s  VN  I"S  01     I  HE 
SOVIET  UNION 

YUGOSLAV    BR  INCH    ILD 

347   East   72ml   S 
M     ts   first  Friday  of  Month. 


Revolult  on 

INTERNA!  ION  \I    M  U    DA> 

I    KK  \1N1  \N   BR  W  H 
Hempstead,  L,  i. 

II.    1  O. 


K.  Cum  ill  L.  Lovoi 

I       1  \t  i  -kv  W.    Km 

P      Pi   I  IIAR  1        B 

\         [*ADIN  U  Kl  M       I       \\  K 

III  \\       : 
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New  York  District,  I.L.D. 

ON  MAY  DAY 

We  Send  Our  Greetings  to 

Labor  Defender 

JOHN  REED  ILD  BRANCH 

Meets  every  second    Thursday 
136  Fifteenth  St.,  So.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Free  the   Gastonia   Prisoners! 

GASTONIA  BRANCH 

Meets   1st  and   3rd   Wednesday  of   month 
1179  BROADWAY 

CITY  CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE  OF  NEWARK 

I.  L.  D. 

Greets    all    the    imprisoned    workers    who 

have  suffered   under  the  lash   of 

capitalist  tyranny 

BUILD  THE  ILD! 

Uphold  Workers'  Self-Defense 

May  Day   Greetings  from 

BRONX  COOPERATIVE 
BRANCH  ILD 

2700  Bronx  Park  East 
Meets  every  second  and  fourth  Wednesday 

May  Day   Greetings  from 

NEWARK  LOCAL  ICOR 

Greetings  from 

NAT  TURNER  BRANCH  ILD 

3  36  Lenox  Avenue 

Meets  second  and  fourth  Thursday 

Fight  Lynching  and  Race  Discrimination! 

May  Day   Greetings  from 

WILLIAMSBURGH 
BRANCH  ILD 

56  Manhattan  Ave.                         Brooklyn 
Meets  first  and  third  Wednesday 

May  Day   Greetings  from 

MANDOLIN  ORCHESTRA 

and 

SINGING  SOCIETY 
OF  NEWARK 

We  Greet  our  Class-War  Fighters  on 
May  Day 

YORKVILLE    ENGLISH 
ILD  BRANCH 

Meets  every  second  Thursday 
at  347  East  72nd  Street,  New  York  City 

Revolutionary  Greetings 

BROWNSVILLE  BRANCH  ILD 

105   Thatford  Ave.                           Brooklyn 
Meets  every  second  and  fourth  Wednesday 

Greetings   to    the 

INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR  DEFENSE 

Shield  of  the  Working  Class 

From  a  Group  of 

NEWARK  COMRADES 

YOUNG  WORKERS 

Join!                                              Build! 

International   Labor   Defense 

HAYMARKET    BRANCH    ILD 

Meets   1st  and  3rd  Friday  of  every  month 
1400  Boston  Road,  Bronx,  8:30  P.  M. 

May  Day   Greetings  from 

SANTIAGO    BROOKS     ILD    BRANCH 

26  West   1 15th  Street 

Defend  the  Workers'  Right  to   Organize! 
Make  the  ILD  a  Mass  Organization ! 

ARMENIAN  BRANCH  ILD 

146   East   28th   Street 

May  Day  Greetings   from 

GERMAN  ILD  BRANCH  No.  43 

Meets  every  second  Thursday  in  month 

NEW   YORK   LABOR  TEMPLE 

243  East  S4th  Street,  New  York  City 

Revolutionary  Greetings 

PATERSON,  N.  J.  ILD 

Irwin  Rifkin        A  Friend 
Jacob  Desser         D.  Eilenberc 
Joseph  Rifkin       Irving  Gans 
Samuel  Safrin       Sue  Waks 
John  Bodoni          Joe  Goldman 

Our  Greetings  to 

CLASS-WAR  PRISONERS 
ON  MAY  DAY 

YORKVILLE  HUNGARIAN 
ILD  BRANCH 

Meets    every    third    Wednesday    of    month 
at  350  East  81st  Street,  8:30  P.  M. 

ALL    POWER    TO    THE    WORKERS! 
FINNISH   WORKERS'  CLUB 

May    Day    Greetings    from 

BILL  HA'i  WOOD  BR  Will  ILD 
Paterson,  N.  J. 

John    PaaNANEN         Tyne  LaHTI 
Nil  11  \  Paanonen     c.orce  Lahti 
Aune   Maun           „elmi  Kesmjjr 

Mii.da    To  1  VON  EN 

Joe  Kf.ssler 
Emil  Salo 

Hrlela  and                H"  aml  F-  Gu,A 

Chas.  Krutar        E.  and  B.  Bjors 

Greetings   to   LABOR  DEFEND]  R 

on    MAY  DAY 
M.  GOLDBERG               Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

( '■/ 1 1  rings 

LI  III  1    \\l\\    WORKING    WOMEN'S 
ALLIANCE  OF  AMERICA,  BR.  31 

Long  Live  the  ILD! 

Long  Live  the  Soviet   Union! 

LENIN  BRANCH  625 
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Michigan  District  of  the  International 


Labor  Defense 


STREETS  the  growing  strug- 
gles of  the  workers  against 
the  increasing  misery  and 
oppression  in  this  period  of  de- 
ciding capitalism.  May  Day, 
1930,  is  of  special  significance  as 
an  international  demonstration 
of  the  workers  against  capitalism, 
as  a  rallying  point  for  the  hatred 
of  increasing  masses  of  workers 
against  the  brutality  of  capitalist 
justice,  and  as  a  demonstration 
of  international  working  class 
solidarity  with  the  Soviet  Union 
which  is  making  rapid  strides 
forward  in  the  building  of  so- 
cialism and  the  improvement  of 


May  Day  Greetings  from 

INTERNATIONAL 

WORKERS'  HOME 

2934  Yemans  Ave.  ll.imtramck,  Mich 


May   Day    ( Greetings  from 

WORKERS'  COOPERATIVE 

RESTAURANT 


134 J  K.  Fern   Ai   . 


Detroit,  Mich. 


May  Day   Greetings  from 

RUMAN1  \\  WORK!  RS  CLUB 

17577   Dequinder  St.  Detroit,   Mich. 

Comrades  I  Patronize  the 

PURITY  DRUG  CO. 
133SI  Woodward  Ave.  Detroit,  Mich. 

May    Day   Greetings  from 

DR.  MIHALICH 

318   Frederick  Di  Holt,  Mich. 

May  Day  Greetings  from 
O  &  B  CLEANERS  &  OVERS 


W< nkers'  conditions,  and  against 
which  the  imperialist  powers  are- 
organizing  an  attack. 

The  workers  of  Michigan,  par- 
ticularly  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  auto  workers,  suffering 
I  many  months  of  unem- 
ployment outride  of  the  shops 
and  from  inhuman  speeding  up 
and  drastic  wage  cuts  inside  the 
shops,  have  tasted  well  of  capi- 
r alist  justice  and  democracy  and 
have  seen  it  exposed  before  their 
verj  eyes.  The  raiding  of  work- 
ers' halls  in  Detroit,  Pontiac  and 
Flint;  the  arrest  of  eleven  work- 
ers in  Pontiac  on  charges  of  crim- 
inal syndicalism;  the  holding  of 
Fred  Beal  on  the  same  charge  in 
Pontiac  for  speaking  on  Gastonia 
at  a  Trade  Union  Unity  League 
mass  meeting,  the  police  kidnap- 
ping of  tit  teen  workers  in  Pon- 
tiac and  four  workers  in  Flint 
prior  to  the  March  6th  demon- 
strations, the  brutal  clubbings 
and  arrests  oi  scores  of  Detroit 
workers  in  the  huge  March  6th 
demonstration  in  Detroit,  the 
daily  arrests  of  workers  for  sell 
ing  and  distributing  workers'  pa 
pers,  magazines  and  leaflets,  all 
of  these  things  are  opening  the 
eyes  of  the  Michigan  workers  to 
the  role  of  the  capitalist  State  as 
an  instrument  o\  oppression  ^\ 
the  workers.  The  International 
Labor  Defense  stands  out  as  the 
shield  of  the  working  class 
against  the   increasing  attacks  ot 

the  employers. 


Answer  th  of  the  t 

rs! 

De fetul  the  right  of  workers 
to  organize  and  struggle! 

Join   and   build   the    I  nit  I 
tional  Labot  I  >   ' 

Read  and  spread   the   LABOR 
Deeender,  weapon  of  th 
ers! 

Michigan    Dim  rk  i     ( 

3782   Woodward  Avenue, 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Western    Michii 
Si  b-District  Office, 

756  S.  On  ision  Avenue, 

Grand   Rapids,   Mich. 


The 
AUTO  WORKERS'  I'M'  >N 

whose  leaders  and  members  have  been 
arrested  countless  times  for  their  ac- 
tivity in  organizing  the  ante  workers 
ami  struggling  against  intolerable 
conditions,  realizes  fully  the  impor- 
tance of  the  International  Labor  1'  - 
fense  and  calls  upon  all  auto  workers, 
nized  or  unorganized  to  join  and 
work  actively  in  the  [.  L.  D. 


N  \  I  ION  U      1   KE<  UTIV1      Bo  \Rli 

(  Ihrysi  i  ■    ; 

Fori    '. 

Hi  DSON  1         U 
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Save  Them  prom  Prison 


FREE 

FOSTER, 
MINOR, 
AMTER, 
LESTON, 
and  RAYMOND 
from  3  to  1 1  years 
in  Prison.   Sen- 
tenced   April    21st 


DEFEND  the  March  6th  Fighters!  /     PREVENT 

The  Legal 


Demand  the  freedom  of  the  victims  of 
Sedition  Larvs. 


Save   Leonard   Doherty   from   sen- 
tence to  death  on  a  frame-up 


murder  charge. 


Lynching  of 
POWERS  and 
CARR   in   At- 
lanta, Ga.    Trial 
has    been    set    for 
April    21st,    193  0. 


DEMAND  COMPLETE  FREEDOM  FOR 
THE  6  AS TONIA  7  (hearing  april  22  s  20) 

Save  foreign~born  workers  from  deportation  to  Fascist  countries 


April  and  May  are  months 

of 

Capitalist  Class  Vengeance 


Hundreds  of  workers  face 
long  years  in  prison,  and 
death  sentences,  through- 
out the  country. 


Send  funds  immediately  for  their  defense 

TENS  OF  THOUSANDS  OF  DOLLARS  NEEDED  AT  ONCE 

^Contribute  for  the  Prisoners  and  Dependents 
I   Relief  Fund.      Donate  for  International  aid  to 
VWhite    Terror    in    colonial    and    semi-colonial 


Join  the 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE 

Read  the  LABOR  DEFENDER 


Send  funds  to 
INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE 

Room  480,  80  Ea8(   11th  Street  New  York  Citv 


LABOR  DEFENDER 


JUNE  I 


2S5s 


M 


AROUND  THE  WORLD 


{Above)  Mountains  of  bags  of  cotton  seed  in 
the  town  of  Kokand,  Uzbek,  USSR,  ready  for 
the  seed  sowing  campaign.  This  is  the  cotton 
center  of  the  Soviet  Union. 


(Below)  The  imperial  government  of  Mac- 
donald  answers  its  election  promises  of  inde- 
pendence for  India  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
British  troops  advancing  on  workers  in  Calcutta 


(Above)  Some  of  the  10,000  motor  bus  con- 
ductresses and  street-car  conductors,  striking  in 
Tokio  against  the  Government  1 0  per  cent  wage- 
cut.  The  economic  crisis  has  hit  Japan  also, 
many  are  unemployed  and  there  is  an  attack 
against  the  workers  all  along  the  front.  The 
workers  are  fighting  hard,  as  is  shown  by  this 
strike,  which  was  the  largest  in   the  city 

(Right)  Harry  Cantor,  just  released  from 
Deer  Island  after  serving  one  year  for  calling 
Governor  Fuller  the  murderer  of  Sacco  and 
Vanzetti,  speaking  before  a  huge  crowd  of 
workers  on  Boston  Common   on  May    1 . 


AN  INDIAN  CARTOON —from  "  Saras- 
wati,"  a  workers'  and  peasants'  paper. 
The  Indian  peasant  (3)  is  ploughing.  On 
his  head  is  a  heavy  stone,  the  land  tax  (2). 
On  the  stone  sits  the  landlord  (1).  The 
money-lender  (4)  and  the  Government 
Accountant  have  to  be  carried  on  the 
bullock. 
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BY     J.     LOUIS    CNCOAHL 


. 


rhoto:  I>nt".r    Defender  I"' 


THERE  is  a  storm  raging  over  the 
the  United  states.  It  is  the  grow- 
ing whirlwind  of  discontent  of  the  eight 
millions  of  jobless,  of  as  many  more  par- 
tially unemployed,  of  many  more  millions 
sweating,  underpaid,  at  their  jobs,  pro- 
testing! 

The  profit  takers,  fearing  the  growing 
storm,  demand  the  blood,  the  lives  of 
militant  workers  in  their  desperate  efforts 
to  stave  off  the  further  collapse  of  their  so- 
cial system.  They  gorge  their  jails  and 
prisons  with  labor's  spokesmen.  Boasted 
"civil  liberties"  are  flagrantly  violated  and 
set  aside  with  brutal  frankness. 

Thus  twenty  workers  face  "the  death 
penalty"  today  in  such  widely  separated 
sections  of  the  nation  as  Massachusetts 
and  Georgia,  Kentucky  and  California. 
"Treason"  is  the  cry  of  vengeance  from 
the  lips  of  the  American  Legionaire  prose- 
cuting attorney,  Heald,  in  Imperial  Val- 
ley, California,  against  16  members  of 
the  Agricultural  Workers'  Industrial 
League.  "Attempting  to  incite  insurrec- 
tion," "distributing  insurrectionary  litera- 
ture," declares  the  Georgia  prosecutor, 
Hudson,  demanding  death  for  M.  II. 
Powers,  Southern  organizer  of  the  Com- 
munist Party,  and  Joe  Carr,  organizer 
of  the  Young  Communist  League.  In 
Boston,  Leonard  Doric""  marine  worker, 
sits  in  Suffolk  County  Jail,  facing  a 
framed-up  murder  charge  because  of  his 


militancy  on  the  needle  workers'  strike 
picket  line  in  the  city  that  saw  Sacco  and 
Vanzetti  murdered  three  years  ago.  The 
.V-ro  youth,  Anderson  McPherson,  is 
being  railroaded  to  a  legal  lynching  in 
Crescent  Springs,  Kentucky.     The  verdict 


{Above)     George    Saul,    himself     ur.jrr     fix 
month  chain  gang  senlaue,  sfeaking  for  ■ 
of  Powers  ati.l  Carr  at    ' 

(Left)    Fulton     Tower   Prison,    All 
w/iere  Powers  ..  re  imfriso- 

(Below)    The   ele^lrt;   chair   is 
mur.ier  in  Georgia. 

of     death     has    alre.ui\     been     pronounced. 

i  i  ath   for  the  twenty  is  the    replj 
the  masters  oi  industr]  to  the  h 
of  the  mam  millions.     Death  i 
on  the   gallows,  in   tl 
capitalist  class  jusi 

This  on   the   tii  I  the 

heroic  SO 
against    the    Manville- ' 

,  North  <  i   the 

night  of  June    7, 

mob  <     the 
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AN  APPEAL 
TO  SOUTHERN 
yOUNti  WORKERS 


The  cover  of  the  leaflet  issued  by  the 
Young  Communist  League,  on  the  basis  of  which 
the  'Southern  rulers  flace  their  charge  of  "in- 
surrection," because  it  shows  a  Negro  and  a 
white  boy  shaking  hands. 


armed  guard  of  the  strikers'  tent  colony. 
The  whole  world  has  since  heard  of  the 
effort  to  burn  16  of  the  strikers  and  or- 
ganizers of  the  National  Textile  Wor- 
kers' Union  in  the  electric  chair  for  the 
death  of  the  police  chief,  Aderholt,  of 
the  court  maneuver  of  the  textile  miil 
owners  changing  the  charges  under  pres- 
sure of  mass  protest  and  then  securing 
the  infamous  guilty  verdict  against  seven, 
condemning  them  to  117  years  of  living 
death  in   prison. 

In  June,  1929,  it  was  "Gastonia!" 
Death  was  sought  for  16.  In  June,  1930, 
it  is  "Atlanta!",  Imperial  Valley!", 
"Kentucky!",  "Boston!".  Death  is  now- 
being  sought  for  twenty,  to  gag  and  stran- 
gle the  storm. 

The  center  of  struggle  remains  in  the 
South.  It  grows  among  the  spindles  in 
the  mills  along  the  Dan  River,  at  Danville, 
in  Virginia;  around  the  blast  furnaces  of 
the  Birmingham,  Alabama,  steel  mills; 
in  Tennessee's  mines  as  well  as  rayon 
plants;  continuing  to  swell  in  the  textile 
mills  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  in 
Georgia;  echoed  in  the  battles  of  labor 
in  New  Orleans. 

In  the  early  60's  of  the  last  century, 
nearly  70  years  ago,  the  Southern  ruling 
class  was  continually  haunted  by  the  dread 
spectre  of  rebellious  slaves,  by  the  feared 
uprisings  of  Negroes  held  in  chattel 
slavery  on  tobacco,  sugar,  cotton  planta- 
tions. The  Southern  chattel  slaves  owners 
wrote  this  fear  into  laws  ;iL!.iinst  insur- 
rection.      Tn     Georgia,    "Tin     Cod<      ol 


1861,"  declared  that  "Exciting  an  in- 
surrection or  revolt  of  slaves  or  an  at- 
tempt by  writing,  speaking  or  otherwise 
to  excite  insurrection  or  revolt  of  slaves  is 
punishable  by  death." 

In  this  same  "Code  of  1861"  we  have 
in  4215 — Section  5,  the  following:  "If 
any  person  shall  bring,  introduce  or  cir- 
culate, or  cause  to  be  brought,  introduced 
or  circulated,  or  aid  or  assist  or  be  in 
any  manner  instrumental  in  bringing,  in- 
troducing or  circulating  within  this  state 
any  printed  or  written  paper,  pamphlet, 
or  circular  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  in- 
surrection, revolt,  conspiracy  or  resistance 
on  the  part  of  Slaves,  Negroes  or  free  'per- 
sons of  color  in  this  state  against  citizens 
of  this  state  or  any  part  of  them,  guilty 
of  high  misdemeanor  which  is  punishable 
by  death." 

These  days  saw  the  Civil  War  sweep 
through  the  South.  By  1865  the  Negro 
slaves  had  been  "emancipated"  by  the  de- 
cree of  rising  Northern  capitalism;  but 
only  to  feci  the  heavy  chains  of  wage 
slavery  shackled  on  their  limbs,  the  same 
slavery  that  claimed  white  workers. 

So  "the  Code  of  1861"  was  amended 
to  fit  the  new  times.  In  1866,  still  pro- 
viding the  death  penalty,  it  was  made  to 
declare  that  "any  attempt  by  persuasion 
or  otherwise  to  induce  others  to  join  in 
any  combined  resistance  to  lawful  author- 
ity of  the  state  shall  constitute  an  attempt 
to  incite  insurrection." 

There  was  no  special  mention  of  Negro 
workers  or  farmers  in  the  ammended 
code.  The  new  law  applied  to  all  wor- 
kers and  poor   farmers,  Negro  and   white, 


in    1866,   under  the    new    slavery — wage 
slavery. 

This  code  is  in  force  in  Georgia,  as  in 
othern  southern  states,  today.  It  is  for 
the  South  what  the  so-called  criminal 
syndicalism  or  sedition  laws  are  in  35  dif- 
ferent states  the  nation  over,  vicious 
capitalist  weapons  against  the  working 
class. 

Under  this  code  in  Georgia,  Assistant 
Solicitor  General  John  Hudson,  the  prose- 
cutor, seeks  the  lives  of  Powers  and  Carr. 
The  scene  shifts  from  the  Strikers'  Tent 
Colony  and  the  National  Textile  Wor- 
kers' Union  Headquarters,  on  North  Lor- 
ay  Street  in  Gastonia,  scene  of  the  events 
of  June  7,  1929,  to  the  meeting  hall  at 
1581/.  Auburn  Avenue,  Atlanta,  where 
Powers  and  Carr  tried  to  speak  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  March  9,  1930. 

The  issues  at  Gastonia  and  Atlanta  are 
pretty  much  the  same ;  the  right  to  or- 
ganize militant  unions,  to  unite  Ne°ro 
and  white  workers  in  class  organizations. 
In  Atlanta  as  at  Gastonia,  Birmingham 
and  elsewhere  throughout  the  South,  the 
trade  unionism  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  is  the  staunchest  ally  of 
the  bosses,  prosecutors  and  capitalist  courts. 

The  facts  in  the  Atlanta  case  are  quite 
simple.  The  tremendous  March  Sixth 
demonstrations  of  the  unemployed  had 
taken  place  in  all  parts  of  the  nation  and 
the  world.  Atlanta's  workers  arranged 
for  a  mass  meeting  on  the  Sunday  follow- 
ing, March  9th.  Unemployment  had 
gripped  the  South.  Mills  were  closing 
down.  Breadlines  were  growing.  The 
jobless   throngs   before    the   "Employment 


The  Gastonia  local  headquarters  of  the  National   Textile  Workers'  Union,  which  wa<  attacked 

on  the   night   of  June   7,    1929.    It   recently   burned  down   "mysteriously ." 
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Offices"  of  factories  were  increasing.  At 
the  same  time  Atlanta's  municipal  gov- 
ernment  was  in  the  throes  of  a  graft 
scandal.  Officials  were  being  indicted 
for  plundering  the  citv  treasury.  It  was 
a  time  for  straight-jacketing  .u\\  serious 
thinking  by  workers. 

Both  Negro  and  white  workers  were 
called  to  the  March  9th  meeting  to  con- 
sider the  unemployment  situation  and  to 
discuss  the  graft  exposures.  The  Commu- 
nist Party,  of  which  Powers  is  the  South- 
ern district  organizer,  was  planning  to 
enter  the  municipal  and  state  elections. 

Police  arrived  long  before  the  sche- 
duled time  for  opening  the  meeting.  They 
proceeded  to  intimidate  workers,  and  ac- 
tually prevented  Negro  workers  entering 
the  hall.  The  Young  Communist  League 
member,  Robert  H.  Hart,  tried  to  open 
the  meeting  as  chairman  but  was  stored 
bv  the  police.  When  Powers  protested 
he  was  seized  by  the  police  along  with 
Carr  and  hustled  off  to  the  police  station. 
Hart  urged  the  workers  to  remain  in  the 
hall,  hoping  that  Powers  and  Carr  would 
return.  Thereupon  one  of  the  policemen 
threw  a  tear  gas  bomb  forcing  tthe  wor- 
kers into  the  street.  In  the  meantime 
Powers  and  Carr  had  been  released  and 
returned  to  the  building  in  time  to  meet 
the  audience  leaving  the  hall.  They 
urged  the  workers  to  return  and  continue 
the  meeting. 

"Let  us  go  on  with  the  meeting,"  de- 
clared young  Carr,  as  he  was  again  grab- 
bed bv  the  police,  who  jelled,  "What  art 
you  trying  to  do,  start  a  riot?"  The  youth- 
ful West  Virginia  coal  miner  was  drag- 
ged off  to  the  police  wagon  being  con- 
demned as  a  "Damn  Russian  Red." 
Powers  who  had  managed  to  get  into  the 
building,  called  on  the  workers  to  follow 
him,  but  he,  too,  was  seized  by  the  police. 
This    ended  the  meeting. 

At  first  Powers  and  Carr  were  charged 


Bessemer  City  Headquarters  of  the  N.T.W.V.  and  the  W.l.R.  Ella  May  ,s  seated  on  the  chair 

propped  up  against  wall  with  her  hand  to  i. 


with  disorderly  conduct,  unlawful  assem- 
bly and  with  throwing  a  tear  gas  bomb. 
When  the  ridiculous  nature  of  the  bomb 
charge  seeped  into  the  police  brain,  the 
explanation  was  offered  that  while  the 
police  had  actually  thrown  the  bomb,  ne- 
vertheless Powers  and  Carr  were  to  blame 
because  the  police  had  dropped  the  bomb 
after  becoming  highly  agitated  while  read- 
in":  a  leaflet  they  said  they  had  found. 
While  Powers  and  Carr  were  out  on 
bail,  the  grand  jury  reconsidered  the 
charges  and  finally  returned  indictments 
for  "attempting  to  incite  insurrection" 
and  "distributing  insurrectionary  litera- 
ture" on  which  they  are  now  being  held 
without  bail  in  the  Fulton  Tower  Prison 
.it   .Atlanta,  Georgia. 

The   metropolis  of   the  South — Atlanta 
claims  it   is  another  New  York — has  thus 


George  Powers  and  Joe  Carr,  facing  tht  ,  air  in  t/te  South 


developed  a  persecution  against  labor  that 
should  rouse  the  world's  working  class 
as  much,  if  not  more  than  the  Sacco-Van- 
zetti   case,  more  than   the  Gastonia    case. 

The  prosecution  pins  its  hopes  for  a 
guilty  verdict  on  the  insurrectionary  liter- 
ature charge  on  a  leaflet  issued  by  the 
Young  Communist  League,  the  first  page 
containing  a  sketch  of  a  Negro  and  white 
hoy  clasping  hands.  This  charge  carries 
a  sentence  of  20  years'  imprisonment. 

These  laws  have  never  been  put  into 
force  until  now.  It  is  exactly  in  the  pre- 
sent period  of  growing  industrialization 
in  the  South,  increasing  radical:, 
under  the  lash  of  the  stretch-out  system, 
that  the  boss  class  sharpens  these  legal 
weapons  for  the  judicial  lynching  of 
Powers  and  Carr. 

While  the  Gastonia  trial  was  in  pro- 
gress at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  last 
September  and  October,  a  similar  law  was 
trotted  out  for  use  against  the  Marion 
strikers.  But  the  legal  lynching  didn't 
work  fast  enough.  Then  came  the  bloody 
morning's  massacre  when  Sherriff  Ad- 
kins  and  his  deputies  opened  fire  on  de- 
fenceless strike  pickets,  killing  foui 
them  outright,  mortally  wounding  three 
more  so  that  they  soon  died,  while  30 
more  were  less  seriously  wounded.  This 
same  lynching  spirit,  fostered  by  th 
tile   barons  in   the   Blue   Ri,  uain 

mill   town  of  Marion,  prevails  in   At 
under  the  title   of  "Georgia    jus) 

It   wis  with  the 
I    wis    finally    able    to    break    through    the 
obstai 

in    pi i  C 

sued   orders  that  1  fa- 

ulted    in 
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MAJ.  A.  L.  BULWINKLE 

Respectfully  Solicits  the  Support  of  the  Democratic* 
Voters  of  the   District  at  the  Primaries  on 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  7,  1930 


A  placard  to  be  seen  fasted  all  over  Gastonia 
these  days.  Notice  that  the  vole  takes  place  ex- 
actly one  year  after  the  "Black  Hundred"  raid 
on  the  strikers  tent  colony  in  Gastonia.  Bul- 
winkle expects  to  reap  his  reward  from  tht 
M anville-1  enckes  Corporation ! 

Assistant  Solicitor  General  Hudson  join- 
ing with  Judge  Moore  in  issuing  the  re- 
quired order. 

"You  can't  go  galavanting  around  here 
the  way  you  do  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try," declared  the  prosecutor  Hudson, 
who  then  proceeded  to  recite  the  case  of 
the  lynching  of  the  white  Hungarian  wor- 
ker, John  Hodaz,  supposedly  arrested  on 
some  "bombing"  charge,  taken  from  the 
arresting  officers  by  a  mob,  his  body  being 
found  later  riddled  with  bullets,  hanging 
from  a  tree. 

"That  is  what  happens  down  here," 
said  the  prosecutor,  with  evident  pride  in 
and  approval  of  these   lynching  activities. 

In  defense  of  the  policy  of  holding 
Powers  and  Carr  incommunicado,  and  of 
refusing  bail,  the  prosecutor  had  declared 
that  letters  had  been  intercepted  coming 
from  Powers  and  Carr,  which  were  of  a 
very  threatening  nature. 

The  prosecutor,  Hudson,  did  not  pro- 
duce the  alleged  letters.  He  claimed  they 
threatened  dynamiting  of  the  court  house, 
blowing  up  of  the  jail,  etc.,  etc. 

This  is  only  an  attempt  to  excite  the 
lynching  fever  that  is  necessary  to  put 
through  the  electric  chair  burning  to  death 
of  Powers  and  Carr.  Threatening  letters 
can  easily  be  provided  by  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan  or  the  American  Legion,  or  they 
can  be  written,  as  has  often  been  the  case, 
by  capitalist  "brass  check"  newspapermen 
anxious  for  a  "story."  The  Hearst  organ 
in  the  South,  The  Atlanta  Georgian,  actu- 
ally did  publish  such  a  concoction  in  its 
usual  style. 

It  is  under  cover  of  such  a  barrage  of 
malicious    misrepresentation    that    Carr    is 


put  away  in  a  death  cell  in  "Murderers' 
Row"  in  the  Fulton  Prison,  with  three 
slayers  condemned  to  death,  with  the  very 
evident  intention  of  seeking  to  break  his 
spirit.      But  this  will  also  fail. 

The  Atlanta  prosecutor,  Hudson,  is  try- 
ing to  take  a  page  out  of  the  note  book  of 
Major  A.  L.  Bulwinkle,  one  of  the  Man- 
ville-Jenckes'  attorneys  who  openly  par- 
ticipated in  the  Gastonia  prosecution,  who 
is  now  democratic  candidate  for  congress 
and  hopes  to  be  sent  to  Washington  at  the 
fall  elections  to  speak  for  the  textile  mill 
owning  interests.  The  democratic  prim- 
aries, in  which  he  seeks  nomination,  will 
be  held  June  7th,  the  anniversary  of  the 
attack  on  the  Gastonia  strikers'  tent  col- 
ony. Major  Bulwinkle  was  identified  as 
leader  of  the  lynching  mob  that  kidnapped 
and  lashed  organizers  of  the  National 
Textile  Workers'  Union  on  the  very  eve 
of  the  Gastonia  trial  last  September. 

The  electric  chair,  prisons,  chain  gangs, 
lynching  mobs  constitute   the  reply  of  the 
South,  as  in  the  nation,  to  the  storm  of 
labor's  protests.     At  the  very  moment  of 
the  arrest  of  Powers  and  Carr  the  Confer- 
ence for  Social  Service,  an  employers'  or- 
ganization, meeting  at  High  Point,  North 
Carolina,  had  to  admit  that  deaths   from 
the  dreaded  scourge  of  the  textile  areas — 
PELLAGRA— from   1929  to  1930  had 
increased  eight  times  as  fast  as  the  popu- 
lation;  that  the  death  rate  for  infants  in 
the  South  still  remains  the  highest  in  the 
nation,   that    the   starvation    wages   forces 
whole  families  to  seek  work  in  the  mills. 
Editorial     pleas     in     the     capitalist     press 
(Greensboro,   N.  C,  Daily   Record,  May 
16,  1930)  for  finances  to  keep  the  bread- 
lines going,  constitute  an  open  confession 
of    increasing    unemployment.       But    the 
Greensboro    Daily    Record    isn't    satisfied 
with  promoting  charity  against  labor's  de- 
mand for  "Work  or  Wages!"  to  dope  the 
discontent    of    the    jobless.      It    also   pub- 
lished such  editorial  propaganda  as  can  be 
found    under   the    heading,    "Opportunity 
Still  Lives,"  pointing  to  the  "glorious"  rise 
of  the   Cleveland   real   estate   sharks,   the 
Van   Sweringen   brothers,  who   went   into 
the  railroad  gambling  game  in   1916   and 
are  rated  as  being  successful.     Speaking  of 
this   mythical   thing   called   "opportunity," 
and    forgetting   about   the   breadlines,    the 
Greensboro   Daily  Record  declares,  "It  is 
here  just  as  it  was  in  1916." 

Just  as  in  the  days  of  the  Gastonia 
strike,  Gypsy  Smith,  the  hell  roaring  evan- 
gelist is  back  in  North  Carolina  with  his 
usual  racket  about  sky  opportunities  in  the 
hereafter,  which  the  bosses  utilize  in  the 
effort  to  get  the  minds  of  the  workers  off 
their  troubles  here  and  now. 

Sending  children  into  the  mills  at  an 
early  age,  the  killing  work  day,  failure  to 
provide   proper  school    facilities,   especially 


for  children  of  Negro  parents,  breeds  il- 
literacy in  the  South  as  well  as  pellagra. 

Frank  J.  Loesch,  notorious  as  the 
chairman  of  the  infamous  Chicago  Crime 
Commission,  that  uses  the  crime  situation 
as  an  excuse  for  attacking  foreign-born 
workers,  tells  the  Chattanooga  Univers- 
ity's Institute  of  Justice  that  illiterate  vot- 
ters  must  be  disfranchised,  even  at  the  cost 
of  revising  every  state  constitution,  if  a 
social  revolution  is  to  be  prevented.  This 
is  merely  another  method  of  disfranchis- 
ing large  numbers  of  Negro  and  white 
workers  who  should  be  qualified  voters. 

Under  pressure  of  the  storm  the  Ameri- 
can Cotton  Manufacturers'  Association, 
meeting  at  Pinehurst,  N.  C,  hypocritically 
goes  on  record  for  the  50-hour-week  for 
night  work  and  the  55-hour-week  for  day 
work,  as  labor  raises  the  demand  for  the 
seven-hour-day  and  the  five-day-week. 

In  the  midst  of  it  all  the  employers' 
weekly,  Atlanta  Life,  hysterically  declares 
that,  "The  indictment  of  Powers  and  Carr 
is  the  answer  of  the  state  of  Georgia  to 
Communism." 

Yet  it  is  exactly  the  capitalist  lust  for 
the  lives  of  Powers  and  Carr  that  illus- 
trates perfectly  the  claims  of  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Defense  that  it  is  the  most 
simple  activities  of  workers  in  their  own 
interests,  the  distribution  of  leaflets,  the 
holding  of  meetings,  calling  on  members 
to  join  the  militant  unions  under  the  ban- 
ners of  the  Trade  Union  Unity  League, 
that  meet  immediately  with  the  most  re- 
pressive   measures   of   the   bosses. 
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A.  K.K.K.  leaflet,  calling  a  secret  meeting  in 
East  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Lynch  law,  directed 
against  Negro  workers  and  militant  white  work- 
ers, rules  here.  It  is  the  realm  where  they  are 
trying  to  burn  Powers  and  Carr  on  the  electric 
chair. 
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FOSTER  SAID: 


(77;,  ;■;  is  the  speech  of  William  Z. 

Foster  in  the  courtroom  before  he,  Robert  Mi- 
nor, Israel  Amter,  Harry  Raymond  ami  Joseph 
Lesion,  unemployed  delegation  of  the  New  York 
workers,  were  send  i: 

Iwisii  to  protest  against  this  whole  pro- 
procedure  of  our  trial  and  conviction 
as  a  political  attempt  to  prevent  the  organi- 
zation of  the  unemployed  and  the  strug- 
gle of  these  unemployed  workers  in  de- 
fense of  their  interests.  The  breaking  up 
of  the  parade,  our  arrest,  our  being  held 
without  bail,  the  framing  of  the  various 
charges  against  us,  our  denial  of  a  trial  by 


jury,  our  forced  appearance  before  judges 
who  have  their  minds  made  up  to  sentence 
us  before  the  evidence  is  heard,  are  an  ex- 
cellent example  of  capitalist  class  justice. 
This  will  serve  to  wake  up.  in  part,  at 
the  American  workers  to  the  true 
nature  of  the  capitalist  State  and  how,  in 
all  its  branches,  it  is  used  for  the  oppres- 
sion and  persecution  of  the  workers.  But 
it  will  not  prevent  the  organization  of  the 
unemployed  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Communist  Party  and  the  Trade  Union 
Unity  League. 

The  economic  crisis  deepens  thruout  the 
country.  The  unem- 
ployed army  grows  and 
becomes  more  and  more 
permanent.  But  the 
workers  are  not  going  to 
starve  upon  the  streets. 
They  are  going  to  fight. 
The  Communist  Party 
proposes  a  program  un- 
der which  it  can  clearly 
fight,  and  presents  its 
central  demand  of  work 
or  wages  —  unemploy- 
ment insurance  for 
these  workers.  You  may 
send  us  to  jail,  but  you 
will  not  prevent  the  un- 
employed workers  from 
making  a  fight  in  de- 
fense of  their  interests, 
and  they  will  under- 
stand why  we  are  being 
sent  to  jail.  The  un- 
employed in  this  coun- 
try will  have  to  be 
conceded  unemployment 
insurance.  As  I  stated, 
the  unemployed  army 
grows  a  n  d  becomes 
more  and  more  per- 
manent.     These    work- 


It  'm.    Z.    Foster 
speaking  at  the 
March  6  dem- 
onstration. He 
speaks      with 
the     same 
force    from 
behind 
prison 
walls. 


ers    will    not    starve.      They    will    fight. 
than  that — these  workers  will  learn 
that  even  the  unemployment 

insurance    will  -:ieir    problem, 

that  the  problem  of  unempli  n  the 

final   analysts,   can   onlj  red — it   is 

bound  to  grow  pp  rse  in  the 

United  States  as  it  is  in  all  the  capitalist 
countries — by  the  abolition  of  the  capital- 
ist system  and  the  establishment  of  a 
workers'  and  farmers'  government  in  the 
United  States;  and  the  Communist  Party 
and  the  Trade  Union  Unity  League  or- 
ganize the  unemployed,  not  onlv  for  the 
purpose  of  these  immediate  demands  but 
for  this  ultimate  revolutionary  goal. 
■ 

In  spite  of  all  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  International  Labor  Defense  attor- 
neys to  release  the  delegation  of  the  New 
York  unemployed  workers  on  bail  pending 
the  appeal  against  the  vicious  sentences, 
bail  has  been  refused  by  Justice  Ford  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

William  Z.  Foster  and  Israel  Amter 
imprisoned  on  Hart's  Island,  Robert  Mi- 
nor sick  on  Welfare  Island,  and  Harry 
Raymond  on  Riker's  Island,  all  sentenced 
from  six  months  to  three  years,  must  sit 
in  prison  to  await  the  argument  for  appeal 
before  the  Appellate  Division  of  the  State 
of  New  York  which 
has  been  set  for  June 
3.  Joseph  Leston,  sen- 
tenced to  30  days, 
released  May  5. 

The  hearing  on 
the  second  charge 
of    felonious  as- 
sault    in      the 
first  degree, 
carrying   with 
it    a    sentence 
if   from    5   tc 
1(1    vears,    has 
also  been  post- 
poned   u  n  t  i  1 
lune  3. 


FIVE   ILD   YEARS 


By   George   Maurer. 


At  the  home  in  the  Soviet  Union  for  the  childre  i 

of  class-war  prisoners  in  capitalist  countries. 

THE  International  Labor  Defense 
was  organized  in  Chicago  on  June 
28th,  1925.  It  has  been  apparent  for 
sometime  that  militant  and  revolutionary 
labor  in  the  U.  S.  A.  needed  a  defense 
and  class- war  prisoners"  relief  organiza- 
tion based  on  the  class  struggle,  uniting 
the  masses  of  the  workers  on  a  non- 
partisan basis  of  international  solidarity. 
The  example  of  the  Russian  workers  who 
had  organized  the  M.  O.  P.  R. — Society 
for  the  Aid  of  Revolutionary  Fighters, 
of  the  Rote  Hilfe  (International  Red 
Aid)  in  Germany  and  other  International 
Class-War  Prisoners  Aid  organizations  in 
various  countries — was  an  inspiration  to 
those  class-conscious  workers  in  the  U.  S. 
A.  who  were  particularly  concerned  with 
the  fight  against  capitalist  persecution  and 
class-justice.  In  previous  years  sporadic 
and  temporary  defense  groups  and  "prison 
comfort  clubs"  for  class- war  defendants 
and  "political  prisoners"  had  been  set  up 
and    functioned — but    with    many    short- 


comings— for  Mooney  and  Billings,  the 
Centralia  prisoners,  and  for  the  Commu- 
nists arrested  in  the  Bridgeman  Raids  in 
August   1922  in  Michigan. 

So  in  May  1925  the  executive  com- 
mitte  of  the  Labor  Defense  Council  which 
had  been  set  up  for  the  defense  of  Foster, 
Minor,  Ruthenberg  and  the  other  Com- 
munist defendants  in  the  Michigan  syn- 
dicalism cases,  issued  a  call  for  an  organ- 
izing conference  for  the  purpose  of  es- 
tablishing a  non-party,  united  front, 
individual  and  collective  membership  de- 
fense organization.  It  was  made  clear 
that  such  a  body  would  stand  ever-ready  to 
defend  every  worker  persecuted  by  capi- 
talist forces  or  government  because  of 
woiking  class  activities  or  political  beliefs. 
The  result  was  gratifying,  and  on  June 
28th  the  hundreds  of  delegates  elected  a 
national  committee,  which  in  turn  se- 
lected an  executive  buro  and  officers. 
Eugene  V.  Debs,  Wm.  Z.  Foster,  Bishop 
Wm.  M.  Brown  were  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  first  national  committee. 

Within  a  few  months,  December  1925, 
there  were  120  locals  and  branches 
throughout  the  country,  thousands  of  indi- 
vidual members.  Everyone  of  the  106 
class-war  prisoners  (in  1925  scores  of 
I.  W.  W.  prisoners  in  California  jails) 
were  receiving  monthly  relief  checks — 
to  brighten  the  hard  conditions  of  prison 
life;  and  dependent  families  of  those 
prisoners  were  also  getting  monthly  aid. 
In  January  1926,  the  first  issue  of  the 
"Labor  Defender"  was  published.  It  has 
appeared  regularly  ever  since. 

When  the  workers  of  the  U.  S.  S.  R. 
lounded  the  M.  O.  P.  R.  in  1923  stres- 
sing the  note  of  international  solidarity, 
they  did  it  because  they  knew  what  it 
meant  to  struggle  for  bitter  years  against 
oppression,  they  had  a  feeling  with  the 
struggling  workers  of  capitalist  and  colonial 
countries  and  they  were  responding  to  the 
call  of  the  thousands  of  persecuted  and 
imprisoned  comrades  in  those  countries. 
American  workers  had  not  been  so  much 
advanced  along  the  line  of  international 
solidarity.  Under  the  banner  of  the 
I.  L.  D.  however,  campaigns  were  de- 
veloped on  behalf  of  European  and  col- 
onial class-war  fighters.  One  of  the 
first  such  campaigns  was  in  behalf  of 
Mathias  Rakosi  and  his  comrades  who 
were  in  1925  facing  death  by  Horthy's 
hangmen  in  fascist  Hungary.  Later, 
campaigns  were  conducted  in  behalf  of 
victims  of  capitalist  persecution  in  such 
fascist    countries    as    Poland,     Lithuania, 


Rumania  and  Italy,  against  the  White 
Terror  in  colonial  countries,  against  mass 
slaughter  of  revolutionaries  and  peasants 
in  China,  etc.  So  workers  of  the  U.  S.  A. 
expressed  their  solidarity  with  their  brother 
fighters  in  other  countries  and  realized 
better  that  world  imperialism  in  its  ex- 
ploitation and  oppression  of  labor  must  be 
fought  by  the  united  working  class  of  the 
world.  Nevertheless  the  I.  L.  D.  did  not 
in  the  past,  and  has  not  even  yet,  become 
the  staunch  mass  champion  of  the  victims 
of  white  terror,  fascism  and  class-justice 
throughout  the  world  that  it  should  have 
been  and  must  be. 

Major  mass  campaigns  were  carried  out 
on  a  tremendous  scale  on  behalf  of  Sacco 
and  Vanzetti  in  1926-7  and  the  Gastonia 
prisoners  in  1929-30.  The  international 
protest  movements  in  connection  with 
these  two  historic  trials  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
were  the  two  largest  campaigns  conducted 
internationally  by  the  International  Red 
Aid,  to  which  is  affiliated  the  I.  L.  D.  and 
similar  organizations  all  over  the  world- — - 
in  50  or  more  countries  and  colonial  lands. 
Millions  of  workers  in  the  U.  S.  A.  alone 
were  mobilized  in  protest  by  the  I.  L.D. 
This  was  done  in  the  face  of  opposition 
by  the  anarchist  and  liberal  controlled  de- 
fense committee  for  Sacco- Vanzetti  which 
had  been  operating  in  Boston,  and  in  spite 
of   socialist  and   social-fascist   betrayal   of 


Russian  workers  of  the  MO  PR  group  in  the  fac- 
tory "Caoutchouc"  in  Moscow  sending  a  parcel 
to  one  of  the  German  class-war  prisoners  under 
their  patronage 
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The  insignia  over  the  entrance  to  tie  ILD  head- 
quarters in  Mexico  City,  before  it  was  raid  el 
and  the  organization  banned.  The  sign  read:: 
"For  the  Defense  of  the  victims  of  reaction  and 
imperialism!     Secretariat  of  the  Carribean  ILD." 

the  cause  of  the  working  class  in  these 
cases. 

In  such  great  struggles  as-  the  strikes  of 
the  textile  workers  in  New  Bedford  and 
Passaic,  of  the  Miners  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Colorado — the  I.  L.  D.  was  the  ready 
defense  shield  of  the  many  hundreds  of 
arrested  workers.  In  deportation  and 
criminal  syndicalism  cases,  etc.,  the 
I.  L.  D.  was  on  the  job.  No  worker  per- 
secuted by  the  capitalist  courts,  govern- 
ment or  extra-legal  forces  of  capitalism 
was  neglected  by  the  I.  L.  I).  All  cla^s 
war  prisoners  were  greeted,  in  the  words 
of  Clara  Zetkin,  international  president 
of  the   I.   R.   A.    (I.  L.   I).)  "Do 

not  despair,  rely  on  your  comrades  who 
feel  with  you,  understand  your  situation, 
help  you  and  fight  side  bv  side  with  you 
against  the  common  enemy!  Be  strong! 
Those  organized  in  the  I.  L.  D.  and  those 
who  sympathize  with  their  work  will  in- 
crease their  zeal  and  intensify  their  work 
to  relieve  your  misfortune  by  international 
solidarity  and  to  win  for  you  the  right  to 
be  freed  by  your  sufferings." 

In  1930  we  are  faced  with  increasinglj 
great  tasks  as  capitalist  rationalization,  ex- 
ploitation, speed-up,  mass-unemployment, 
preparations  for  imperialist  war  and  the 
use  of  the  "Iron  Heel"  against  militant 
struggling  labor  increase.  Three  to  four 
thousand  workers  have  been  arested  n< 
January  first  because  of  their  class  ac- 
tivitv  or  opinion,  dozens  of  Negro  and 
some  white  workers  have  been  murdered 
or  lynched  bv  the  boss  class.  Hundreds 
face  long  terms  in  prison.  Powers  and 
Carr  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  Leonard 
Doherty    in    Boston,    Mass.,    face    death 


sentences.      The    seven    Cj  defen- 

dants lace  15  and  20  year  sentence.  The 
npions  of  the  Unemployed  are  in 
prison  or  face  jail — by  the  hundreds. 
foster,  Minor,  Amter  and  Raymond  are 
ng  three  year  terms  and  lace  addi- 
tional six  year  sentences.  Dozens  of 
workers  face  5-10  years  in  prison  under 
Sedition  charges  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
California,  New  Jersey,  etc.  The  total 
number  of  class  war  prisoners  actually 
serving   sent,  m  es    ini  i  m    da)    to 

day,  at  an  even   faster  rate. 

The  I.  L.  D.  calls  upon  all  workers 
to  carry  on  with  greatly  increased  energy, 
immediate!)  and  from  now  on,  the  cam- 
n  for  the  release  of  all  class  war 
prisoners  in  the  U.  S.  A.  and  interna- 
tionally, for  the  solidarity  of  Northern 
and  Southern  workers  in  the  fight  for 
the  liberation  of  Powers  and  Carr,  the 
Gastonia  seven  and  other  workers  in  the 
South  who  have  organized  Negro  and 
white  workers  together  against  the  miser- 
able exploitation  and  tyranny  which  the 
vicious  Southern  bosses  mete  out  in  the 
fascist-terror  efforts  to  stop  the  tide  of 
class  struggle  unity  and  organization. 

We  must  increase  our  mass  protest  a 
hundred-fold.  We  must  develop  our 
will,  our  energy  and  our  work  in  the 
service  of  international  solidarity  many 
times  greater.  We  must  increase  our 
material  assistance  to  the  victims  of  ca- 
pitalist persecution.     We  must  greatly  in- 


[.  L.   1).  upon 
the  n.  many 

millions  of   workers  wl,  must  hear 

our  call,  whose  hands  must  be  made  active 
in  our  cau 
the  I.  J..  1 1.  .  i  tenfold. 

The  dut  the 

work 

fustic-  and    white  terror  is  I 
our  part    to  help  the   I.   L.   D.   effectivel) 
unit  the  immense  obligation  in  I 
victimization  of  more  thousands 
kers    and    peasants.     Six    million    workers 
light    under    the    banner    of    the    Interna- 
tional   Red    Aid    (  I.   L.    D.)    throughout 
the   world.      New    millions  must   and  will 
join    the    workers'    international    "behind- 
the-lines"  corps  which  gives  aid   to  I 
who  fall  and  suffer  in  the  front-line  bat- 
tles.     Hundreds  of   thousands   more   must 
rally  to  the  American  section,  the  I.  I      I). 
in  the   U.  S.  A. 

To    the    task!       Forward    to    meet    the 
challenge   of    1930  and   the   Sixth    \ 
Let    June    28th,    193n     mark    a    his 
turning  point' 
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(Above)  77/e  May  First  Parade  through  the 
streets  of  London.  Hunger  marchers  from 
many  farts  of  England  took  fart  in  the. 
•parade.  Prominent  fart  was  flayed  by  Ind- 
ians   who    demanded    complete    independence. 
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AY    DAY 


(Top,  extreme  left)   As  the  May  Day  Parade  in  Chicag 
Ashland  Boulevard  auditorium  where  the  meeting  was 
and  demonstration  were  held  here  in  the  face  of  extren 
and  provocation. 

(Extreme  left)   Not  all  veterans  marched  in  the  fasct. 
York  City  on  May  Day.  Many  of  them  marched  in  the 
the  revolutionary  workers'  parade,  as  shown  in  the  pictut 

Photo:   Labor  Def 

(Left)    Two  members  of  the  Young  Communist  League. 

Photo:   Labor  Defe 

(Circle)    A  snap  of  the  brutal  police  attack  on  the  Ma- 
Oakland,  California,  where  many  workers  were  badly  bee 
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(Below)  The  House  of  the  Mosco 
it  looked  on  May  Day.  Over  a  t, 
soldiers  took  part  in  the  May  First 
and  the  day  was  observed  in  all  se 


light)    The  head  of   the   parade   in 

\  City  of  about   25,000  workers,  a> 

coining  up  Avenue  C  at  9th  Street. 

ned  the  pavements  along  the  route 

Photo:    Labor   Defender   Photo  Group 
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(Right)  The  signs  carried  in  the 
May  Day  demonstration  and  pa- 
rade in  Philadelphia.  The  demon- 
stration was  held  on  City  Hall 
Plaza  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city. 
Photo:    Phlla.    I.L.D 

(Right,   below)    As   the   May   Day 

I'  ,•'  ,i.i,    passed  through  the  working 
sections  m   Milwaukee,    i 
.  .  i     10   v  orkt  n    wen    arrested  by 
the   police  of  this  socialist   city. 

\i  llwaukee    i  1 1  I  '■ 


The  Columbus  Holocaust 
and  the  Class  War 


Carrying    their    murdered    fellow-prisoners    from    the   ruins   at    the 
Ohio  State  Penitentiary 


THE  American  capitalist  policy  of  "bigness 
before  everything,  bigness  in  everything," 
found  a  splendid  avenue  of  expression  in  the 
recent  roasting  to  death  of  322  prisoners  in  the 
Columbus,    O.,    penitentiary. 

The  ruling  class  and  its  dupes  and  degenerate', 
especially  in  the  South,  long  ago  learned  to  like 
the  smell  of  roasting  human  flesh,  and  the  burn- 
ing of  Negroes  at  the  stake  took  on  the  character 
of   a   social    function. 

In  Sherman,  Texas,  just  the  other  day,  the 
whole  white  population  of  the  town  turned  out, 
according  to  news  dispatches,  to  express  its 
sadistic  lust  by  burning  a  Negro  alive  in  a  jail 
and   burning   the   jail   as  well. 

But  it  took  Northern  capitalist  justice  to  stage 
a  holocaust  the  like  of  which  has  not  been  seen 
since  Nero  dipped  hundreds  of  early  christian 
converts  in  bitumen  and  used  them  as  torches  to 
light  his  gardens  and  games. 

In  anv  other  capitalist  country  such  a  horror 
would  be  followed  by  the  resignation  of  the 
government  in  power.  In  democratic  America 
it  is  merely  a  nine  days  wonder.  One  searches 
in  vain  for  any  further  reference  to  it  in  tli: 
capitalist  press.  Not  a  single  responsible  official 
is  removed.  The  Governor  of  Ohio  puts  the 
blame  on  the  unfortunates  whose  322  charred 
corpses  made  a  happy  harvest  for  the  under- 
takers. 

More  than  this.  One  of  the  thousand  na- 
tional guardsmen  who  surrounded  the  scene  of 
horror  shot  two  sleeping  prisoners  a  weak  after 
the  mass  murder.  He  was  excused  on  the  ground 
of   "nervousness." 

No  distinction  is  made  in  the  Ohio  prisons 
between  political  prisoners  and  those  convicted 
of    ordinary    crimes.      Charles    Guynn,    national 


secretary  of  the  National 
Miners'  Union,  and  Tom 
Johnson,  organizer  for  the 
Metal  Workers'  Industrial 
League,  were  in  the  Colum- 
bus prison,  shortly  before  the 
fire,  awaiting  release  on  bail 
pending  appeal  of  their  fiv; 
to  ten  year  sentences  under 
the  criminal  syndicalism  law. 
Their  crime  was  to  organize 
workers  into  militant  unions. 

Guynn,  with  three  other 
prisoners,  was  confined  in  a 
cell  on  the  fifth  tier  where 
most  of  the  deaths  occurred. 
The  three  prisoners  <who 
shared  the  cell  with  him  were 
burned   to    death. 

Had  he  and  Tom  Johnson 
not  been  released  on  bail 
they  would  have  been  burned 
to  death.  Two  more  militant 
leaders  of  the  working  class 
would  have  been  punished 
with  death  for  loyalty  t3 
their    class. 

Revolt  after  revolt  has 
taken  place  during  the  last 
year  in  American  prisons. 
They  are  the  attempts  on  the 
part    of    the    ever-increasing 


By  Bill  Dunne 

The  real  explanation  is  to  be  found  in  the 
worsening  conditions  of  the  masses — the  creation 
of  a  permanent  army  of  unemployed  through 
rationalization,  in  the  permanent  displacement  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  workers  by  labor- 
displacing  machinery,  new  chemical  processes, 
the  speed-up,  and  finally  by  actual  curtailment 
of  production  as  a  result  of  the  deep  economic 
crisis. 

The  relation  of  "crimes  against  Property"  to 
"bad  times" — industrial  depression,  periods  of 
exceptionally  high  prices  for  the  necessities  of 
life,  unemployment,  etc. — has  long  been  recog- 
nized. Both  Marx  and  Engels  pointed  out  how 
the  increase  in  certain  crimes  in  England  paral- 
lelled bad  crop  periods  and  high  prices  for 
wheat. 

Prices  in  the  United  States  are  dropping  but 
an  army  of  workers  displaced  by  rationalization 
have  for  a  long  period  now  found  it  impossible 
to  get  jobs  in  other  industries.  "The  absorp- 
tion" of  workers  displaced  by  rationalization  in 
the  older  industries,  by  the  "newer"  industries 
is  a   fiction   of   capitalism. 

The  standard  of  living  of  the  working  class 
is  being  lowered  rapidly.  A  certain  percentage 
of  the  workers  are  forced  into  the  ranks  of 
the  slum  proletariat  and  criminal  element.  They 
have  no  other  choice  except  starvation. 

In  addition  to  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
thrown  out  on  the  street  by  labor-displacing 
machinery    and    the    speed-up,    the    chronic    and 


National  Guard  ?nasses  at  the  prison.   Two  pris- 
oners  were   killed  "accidentally"   by    guardsmen 

prison    population    to    force    better    treatment. 

Jails  and  prisons  are  filled  to  overflowing. 
Hundreds  of  new  criminal  laws  make  a  net 
work  in  which  thousands  of  the  poorest  section 
of  tiie  populace  are  caught.  "Law  enforcement" 
committees  composed  of  businessmen  continually 
demand  more  stringent  statutes  for  this  and  that 
offense  and  more  drastic  administration  of  the 
criminal  laws. 

Prohibition  law  violations  send  thousands  to 
jail  but  it  is  noticeable  that  powerful  gangsters 
ami  racketeers  rarely  see  the  inside  of  a  prison 
It  is  the  small   fry  that   is  caught  and  jailed. 

But  the  mere  existence  of  the  prohibition  law 
does  not  explain  the  rapid  increase  in  the  prison 
population.  Neither  does  it  explain  the  increas- 
ing severity  of  the  punishments  inflicted  nor 
the  passage  and  enforcement  of  such  medieval 
measures  as  the  Baumcs  law — making  life  im- 
prisonment automatic   for  the   fourth   offense. 


Prisoners    forced    to    dig    a    common   grave    for 
their  comrades 


124 


deepening  agricultural  crisis  is  driving  some 
200,000  farmers  into  the  industrial  centers  every 
year.  Furthermore,  between  1,500,000  and 
2,000,000  children  reach  working  age  every 
year. 

These  contingents  swell  the  ranks  of  those 
looking  for  jobs  in  industries  where  production 
is  increased  with  less  workers  employed. 

The  answer  of  the  ruling  class  is  the  en- 
actment of  more  restrictive  laws,  the  erection 
of  more  jails  and  prisons.  The  most  "liberal" 
section  of  the  capitalist  class  advocates  "better 
prisons  and  a  better  prison  system." 

To  say  that  prisoners  in  the  United  States  are 
treated  like  beasts  would  be  wrong.  A  peasant 
who  treated  his  live  stock  like  prisoners  are 
treated  would  be  brought  to  task  by  his  neigh- 
bors  for  cruelty. 

Four  and  six  men  are  jammed  into  cells  too 
small  for  one  or  two.  Prison  food,  for  the 
most  part,  is  slop  and  garbage  fit  only  for 
fertilizer.  The  prison  officials  are  grafting  pets 
of  crooked  politicians,  the  guards  are  the  scum 
of   humanity. 

The  few  prisoners  who  have  money  can  buy 
anything  in  a  penitentiary — morphine,  cocaine, 
whiskey,  prostitutes.  But  prison  regulations  re- 
garding visitors,  letter  writing,  books  and  news- 
papers are  very  strict — because,  so  the  officials 
say,  the  above  commodities  might  otherwise  be 
smuggled  in.  Tobacco  is  precious  enough  to 
serve  as  a  medium  of  exchange  but  this  too 
must  pay  its  toll  of  graft  to  the  prison  ruling 
class — from  screws  to  warden. 

The  number  of  prison  revolts  is  nut  the  re- 
markable fact — what  is  remarkable  is  that  there 
have  not  been  more  of  them. 

Socialists,  Norman  Thomas,  for  instance,  claim 
to  see  in  the  numerous  exposures  of  corrupt 
city,  state  and  federal  judges,  and  in  their  re- 
signations and  removals,  a  turn  for  the  better. 
Capitalism  is  cleansing  itself,  they  say,  and 
they  are  overjoyed.  Socialists,  of  course,  are 
for  honest  capitalist  judges  and  policemen  and 
capitalism  is  proving  that  democracy  means 
something  to  the  working  i  lass  alter  all  in  spite 
..f  Communists'  claims  to  the  contrary. 

What  is  actually  happening  is  that  the  more 
intelligent  capitalists  sec  the  tremendous  process 
of  disillusionment  that  is  taking  place  among 
workers   as   a    result    of    permanent    mass   unem- 


The  elected  committee  of  the  prisoners  comes  to 

lay    their    demands    before    the    defuly-^varden. 

They  refused  to   see  the  warden 

ployment,   rationalization    and   the  growing  sup- 
pression. 

It  is  therefore  necessary  to  pick  out  a  few 
scapegoats  upon  whom  all  the  sins  of  capitalism, 
and  its  courts  and  police,  against  the  working 
class  can  be  heaped.  They  are  sacrificed  and  the 
capitalist  press  loudlv  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  scales  of  justice  will  not  be  permitted 
to  remain  in  dishonest  hands.  "Rich  ami  pool 
are  equal  before  the  law,"  but  the  poor  fill  the 
jails  and  prisons.  Rich  and  poor  alike,  said 
Anatole  France,  have  the  right  to  sleep  under 
bridges. 

No  better  examples  of  the  use  of  the  criminal 
code  against  workers  are  to  be  found  than  in 
the  treatment  handed  out  to  Comrades  Foster, 
Minor,  Amter  and  Raymond  In  the  New  York 
courts,  and  the  jailing  of  Comrades  Powers  and 
Carr  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

The  constant  clamor  for  more  rigid  law  en- 
forcement by  press,  preachers  and  other  mouth- 
pieces of  capitalism  is  essentially  preparation  for 
still  more  sweeping  suppression  of  all  militant 
union  and   revolutionary  activity. 

The  campaign  has  two  objectives — -to  secure 
the  passage  of  more  drastic  anti-working  class 
legislation,  and  to  create  a  situation  where  pro- 
tests against  legal  suppression  will  meet  with 
little  response.  Under  the  guise  ot  crime  sup- 
pression the  capitalist  class  is  preparing  further 
onslaughts  on  the  legal  liberties  ot  the  working 
class — especially  upon  the  Communist  I'arty  and 
the  militant  trade  unions.  The  A.  F.  of  L. 
leaders,  like  Woll,  take  the  lead  in  the  campaign. 
I  he  widest  agitation  must  be  carried 
on  against  this  offensive.  Mass  agitation  must 
be  followed  by  mass  organization  and  protest. 
We  must  fight  stubbornly  for  every  inch — we 
must  not  fatalistically  surrender  by  failing  to 
fight  against  further  restrictions  on  press,  speech 
and  assemblage. 

We  must  show  the  difference  between  the 
criminal  code  in  the  Soviet  Union,  its  legal 
system,  and  the  criminal  code  and  prison  system 


On  strike  against   the  regime  of  burning   flesh, 
the    prisoners   express   their   opinion    t 
talis!  jailers  and  oppressors  in   I  "Pig" 

and   "Murdereri,"   printed    on 

they    hung    from    their    prison    cells 

ol     \  ipitalism, 

We  must  now  carry  out  a  huge  mass  mobiliza- 
tion   for    the    unconditional    release    ol 
war   prisoners — one   of   the  oustandi: 
issues  confronting  the  working    class.      It 
issue    which,    properly    connected    with    the   other 
basic   issues  arising  out  of   the  drive   against   the 
working   class,    can   become   a   leading   slogan    in 
a    mass  political  strike. 


3  22  like  this! 
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By  A.  Jakira 

AT  Sherman,  Texas,  a  white  mob 
brutally  lynched  George  Hughes,  a 
Negro,  by  burning  down  the  prison  where 
he  was  locked  up  for  "safety."  The  furi- 
ous savage  mob  then  proceeded  to  ride 
through  the  city  searching  for  more  Ne- 
gro blood  to  be  shed,  and  burned  down 
several  blocks  of  houses  in  the  Negro  sec- 
tion. The  government  authorities,  who 
are  so  vigilant  when  it  comes  to  breaking 
strikes  or  disrupting  workers  gatherings  and 
demonstrations,  had  this  time,  as  on  sim- 
ilar occasions,  "become  helpless  and  un- 
able to  cope  with  the  situation."  Thev 
permitted  the  wild  orgy  to  proceed  un- 
hampered, making  a  few  sham  arrests  and 
staging  a  mock  investigation  after  the 
lynchers  had  achieved  their  purpose. 

This  savage  act  of  the  Texas  mob,  fol- 
lowing closely  on  the  heels  of  the  brutal 
lynchings  of  John  H.  Wilkins,  Dave  Har- 
ris, Jimmie  Levine,  Laura  Woods,  Allea 
Green,  John  Hodaz,  Chester  Fugate  and 
others  which  had  taken  place  within  the 
last  few  weeks.  The  cynical  brutality 
which  so  strikingly  marks  all  of  the  recent 
lynchings,  is  not  accidental. 

It  is  not  a  mere  accident  that  all  this 
takes  place  at  a  time  when  more  than 
seven  million  workers,  both  white  and  Ne- 
gro, are  walking  the  streets  in  vain  search 
of  employment;  that  it  takes  place  at  a 
time  when  wages  continue  to  be  cut,  when 
Wall  Street  goes  through  one  crash  after 
another,  when  the  capitalists  the  world  over 
are  feverishly  preparing  for  new  imperial- 
ist wars,  especially  for  wrar  against  the 
Soviet  Union. 

It  is  not  an  accident  that  this  "new  wave 
of  lynching"  appears  at  a  time  of  growing 
unity  of   Negro  and   white  workers,  who 


George  Hughes,  handcuffed  and  chained,   be'ina 
led  to  the  courthouse  by  the  sheriff.  The  photo- 
grapher ivas  tipped  off  by  the  authorities  of  the 
planned  lynching,   or  hoiu   else  ixiould  he   have 
come  to  take  this  photo? 


A  iter  dragging  the  body  of  George  Hughes  from 
the  rear   of  an  auto    thru    the   S'i !gro    neighbor- 
hood,  the  lyi,  hers   hung   the  body  from  a  tree 
and   kindled   a   fire   under   it. 

both  feel  the  inm  heel  of  exploitation,  and 
at  a  time  when  thousands  of  militant  worK- 
ers,  both  white  and  black,  who  are  fight- 
ing against  unemployment  and  exploita- 
tion, are  thrown  into  prisons;  when  work- 
ers'   gatherings    and    demonstrations    are 


brutally  broken  up  by  the  police  and  thugs; 
when  an  intense  campaign  is  carried  01 
against  the  foreign  born  workers;  when 
many  militant  workers  are  threatened  with 
legal  lynching  in  the  electric  chair  for 
their  activities  in  the  class  struggle. 

It  is  an  old  trick  of  the  master  cap- 
italist class  to  pit  one  race  against  another, 
one  nationality  against  the  other  in  order 
to  be  in  a  better  position  to  exploit  the 
workers.  This  old  trick  always  in  opera- 
tion in  capitalist  countries,  is  intensified 
especially  during  periods  when  the  master 
class  finds  itself  in  a  difficult  situation  in 
order  to  break  the  unity  of  the  working 
class  and  to  divert  its  attention  from  a  mili- 
tant struggle  against  oppression  and  explo- 
itation. It  was  in  the  old  czarist  Russia, 
when  the  workers  began  to  awaken  and  fo 
organize  against  their  oppressors,  that  the 
pogroms  (race  riots)  against  the  Jews 
reached  their  height  in  brutality.  At  pres- 
ent in  Rumania  and  Poland,  two  servile 
tools  of  imperialism,  pogroms  (mass  lynch- 
ings) against  the  Jews  grow  in  numbers 
and  brutality.  It  is  in  this  period,  when 
the  United  States  goes  through  a  severe 
economic  crisis,  for  which  the  capitalist 
class  can  find  no  solution,  that  "race  riots" 
against  the  Filipino  workers  take  place  in 
California,'  that  lynchings  of  both  white 
and  Negro  workers  are  organized  by  th; 
master  class  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
The  capitalists  class  and  their  government 
are  directly  responsible  for  the  bloodshed 
in  Sherman,  Texas,  and  in  all  other  lyncn- 
ings. 

The  International  Labor  Defense  in  co- 
operation with  other  class  struggle  or- 
ganizations is  carrying  on  a  persistent  and 
militant  struggle  against  lvnchings  and  the 
entire  lynch  law  system.  It  calls  upon  all 
workers,  both  white  and  Negro,  to  unite 
and  jointly  fight  against  lynching. 


TO  HELL  WITH  THE  LAW— WERE  FROM  TEXAS 


By  HoQouay 


Cartoon    from    the    Pittsburgh    Courier,    weekly 
Negro    newspaper. 
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WARREN  K.  BILL- 
INGS will  soon  mark 
on  gray  prison  walls  his  1 4th 
anniversary  in  Folsom  Penitentiary, 
California.  Sentenced  CO  life  impri- 
sonment, he  was  sent  to  the  peniten- 
tiary  in  September,  1916.  He  has  been 
there  ever  since.  He  was  22  years  old 
when  he  went  in.  Now  he  is  36.  Tom 
Mooney,  also  on  life  sentence,  marked  his 
13th  anniversary  in  San  Quentin  four 
months  ago. 

Billings  appeal  for  pardon  is  now  held 
up  by  the  California  Supreme  Court  on 
legalistic  grounds.  The  court  contends  it 
is  able  only  to  study  the  court  records 
of  the  case  and  has  no  power  to  subpoena 
witnesses  who  have  knowledge  of  the 
frame-up.  "The  petition  for  pardon,"' 
explains  Chief  Justice  Waste,  "is  bas?d 
largely  on  affidavits  obtained  since  Bil- 
lings' conviction  and  repudiating  the  tes- 
timony of  a  number  of  prosecution  wit- 
nesses. There  is  no  machinery  provided 
for  investigating  angles  of  a  case  that  hap- 
pen subsequent  to  conviction.'-' 

Yet,  for  the  last  twelve  years,  every 
judge,  statesman  and  public  official  in  Cali- 
fornia has  known  that  neither  Billings  nor 
Mooney  had  any  connection  whatsoever 
with  the  Preparedness  Day  bomb  explosion 
of  July  22,  1916,  for  which  they  were 
tried,  convicted  and  imprisoned  for  life. 
Federal  government  investigators,  in  1918, 
proved  to  President  Wilson  beyond  a  sha- 
dow of  doubt  that  the  two  militant  labor 
organizers  had  been  framed  up  on  per- 
jured testimony  by  the  all-powerful  utility 
interests  of  California.  Liberal  and  work- 
ing-class opinion  was  aroused  by  this  case 
and  brought  together  in  a  half  dozen  com- 
mittees. 

Why  then  do  the  two  men  still  wear 
out  their  lives  in  narrow  prison  cells?  The 
California    Supreme    Court    could     have 


(Left)   Warren  K .  Hillings,  who  has  already  spent  14  years  in 
Penitentiary.      (Right)    Tom   Mooney   in   San    Quentin   for 
13  years  5  months. 


granted  them  a  new  trial  when  even  trial 
Judge  Griffin  requested  it.  Governor 
Young  could  have  pardoned  them  four 
years  ago,  when  Mooney  first  applied  for 
pardon.  President  Hoover,  himself  i 
Californian,  could  have  spoken  out  on  their 
behalf.     Why  are  they  still  in  prison? 

The  answer  is  simple.  Capitalist  clais 
justice  controls  California  as  it  controls 
every  other  state  in  this  country.  Governor 
Young  seeks  re-election  as  governor  of 
California,  where  the  great  utility  com- 
panies hold  the  election  outcome  in  the 
hollow  of  their  hands.  Public  utility  and 
electric  power  interests  put  Mooney  and 
Billings  out  of  the  way  14  years  ago,  be- 
cause the  two  labor  men  were  organizing 
the  street  car  workers  of  San  Francisco, 
had  taken  an  active  part  in  a  strike  against 
the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.,  and  had 
participated  in  strikes  of  food  and  water 
front  workers. 

These  "employer  interests,"  as  the  U.S. 
government  investigator  called  them,  en- 
gaged a  private  detective,  Martin  Swan- 
son,  from  1913-1916  to  "get"  Mooney 
and  Billings.  Having  "got"  their  victim-, 
by  the  use  of  perjured  testimony  and  manu- 
factured "evidence,"  they  have  held  them 
more  than  12  years  after  their  innocence 
wis  completely  proved. 

Governor  Young  knows  th  move* 

now  to  release  the  two  labor  organizers, 
the  power  magnates  of  California  will  de- 
feat him  in  the  election.  So  he  stalls  for 
time  on  one  legalistic  point  after  another, 
insisting  that  the  state  Supreme  Court  must 
pass  on  Billings'  pardon  petition  before  lie 
will  decide  on  a  pardon  for  either  Mi 
or  Billings.  State  primaries  will  be  held 
in  .August.  t'l 
California  predict   thai    Governoi    Young 


Folso  m 
the  last 

will  still   bow  to  the  anti-union 

power  interests  and  will  still  do 
nothing  about  the  release  of  the  two  in- 
nocent prisoners  even  after  he  is  sure  of  hii 
own  re-election. 

Who  are  the  power  magnates  that  fram- 
ed-up Billings  and  Mooney?  They  art 
named  by  investigators  as  the  presidents, 
officials  and  owners  of  the  following  cor- 
porations: United  Railroads  of  San-Fran- 
cisco (Mellon-Bylleshvi  ;  Pacific  Tele- 
phone Co.;  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co. 
(Bvllcsby);  San  Joaquin  Light  &  Power 
Co.  (Insull);  Western  States  Electric 
(Byllesby);  and  the  Sierra  &  San  Fran- 
cisco Power  Co.  (Byllesby).  Through 
Mellon,  Insull  and  other  connections  these 
men  are  identified  with  the  dominant,  fi- 
nancial class  of  the  country. 

But  the  working  class  will  speak  out  and 
will  demand  to  be  heard. 


Domi 

ark,    ' 

trial,  .  it  goes  to   r 

J  arte    ' 
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The 


Comrade  Sailors 


Are 


In  Town! 


B\<  Samuel  Herman 


ROSE  Resnikoff,  a  member  of  the  Young 
Communist  League,  has  been  arrested 
charged  with  "prostitution."  She  was  caught 
red-handed  by  Grover  Whalen's  uniformed 
upholders  of  "law  and  order,"  distributing 
leaflets  to  sailors  of  the  fleet  and  talking  to 
them  to  side  with  the  workers — their  class 
brothers. 

The  leaflets  were  not  religious  tracts  calling 
upon  the  sailors  to  "get  Jesus  in  your  hearts" 
and  similar  piffle.  No!  Such  leaflets  may  be 
distributed  freely  to  the  sailors,  in  fact,  free 
access  to  the  ships  can  be  had  for  such  a  dis- 
tribution. But  the  leaflet  that  the  young  worker 
was  guilty  of  distributing  was  a  leaflet  of  the 
Communist    Party    and    the    Young    Communist  i 
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League.  These  leaflets  were  being  distributed 
by  many  workers  to  the  30,000  sailors  of  the 
United  States  fleet  that  recently  visited  New 
York  City. 

The  leaflets  ruthlessly  exposed  the  miserable 
conditions  of  the  workers  in  uniform,  as  well 
as  the  preparations  going  on  for  the  coming 
Imperialist  war  and  attack  on  the  Soviet  Union. 
They  called  upon  the  sailors  to  fight  for  higher 
wages,  the  right  to  resign  from  the  service  at 
any  time,  the  right  to  elect  their  own  officers, 
and  to  defend  the  Soviet  Union  from  Imper- 
ialist attacks.  For  this  reason  Whalen  had  his 
hired  uniformed  thugs  arrest  Rose  Resnikoff, 
.is  well  as  several  other  workers.  May  Miller, 
another  young  worker  arrested  was  charged 
with  "criminal  anarchy";  and  several  others 
with   the   usual    "disorderly   conduit." 

It  is  very  fitting  to  recall  that  the  same 
Whalen  who  placed  a  charge  of  "prostitution" 
i  the  young  worker,  is  the  very  indi- 
vidual who  as  manager  of  Wanamaker's  Store 
over  a  year  and  a  half  i;  -  pn-irding  his  ac- 
ceptance of  Chief  clubber  of  workers,  exploited 
the  young  girls  working  in  Wanamaker's  to 
the  limit,  cut  their  wages,  to  as  low  as  $12  to 
$15,  helping  to  force  many  of  them  into  a 
life  of  prostitution. 

The  sailors  of  the  tint  forced  into  the  ser- 
vice by  low  wages  and  unemployment,  brutally 
treated  by  tli-  "tb.js  of  the  ruling  (lass,  suffer- 
ing    under    the    most     miserable    conditions,     are 


coming  more  and  more  to  realize  their  common 
interests  with   the   workers  of  the  factories. 

The  sailors  who  have  witnessed  these  arrests 
and  who  read  about  the  charges  concocted 
against  the  workers  by  Whalen,  the  anti-Soviet 
forger  of  fake  documents;  and  Admiral  Pratt, 
famed  for  his  services  to  U.  S.  Imperialism 
against  the  colonial  workers,  will  see  through 
the  hollowness  of  this  capitalist  "democracy." 
They   will   join   hands   with    the   workers   of   the 


shops  in  support  of  the  campaign  of  the  In- 
ternational Labor  Defense  to  free  the  arrested 
workers  and  all  class  war  prisoners.  The 
working-class  sailors  will  add  their  demand  to 
that  of  the  workers  for  the  immediate  release 
of  the  Committee  of  the  New  York  LTnem- 
ployed ;  Powers  and  Carr,  the  many  workers 
jailed  on  charges  of  "Sedition"  and  thousands 
of  workers  arrested  in  the  increasingly  sharp 
struggles. 


SIX   MORE  FACE   DEATH   IN   ATLANTA! 

As  we  go  to  press  comes  a  wire  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  that  six  more  militant  workers  have 
been  arrested  there  at  an  American  Negro  Labor  Congress  meeting,  and  held  without  bail 
on  the  charge  of  insurrection — the  same  charge  by  which  the  rulers  o)  the  South  hope  to 
send  George  Powers  and  Joe  Carr  to   the  electric  chair. 

Those  arrested  arc:  Gilmer  Brady,  organizer  for  the  American  Negro  Labor  Congress j 
Mary  Dalton,  organizer  of  the  National  Textile  Workers'  Union;  Anne  Burlak,  Interna- 
tional Labor  Defense  organizer;  Julius  and  Libby  Klarin  and  H.  Storey. 

Following  the  example  of  the  Manville-J  enckes  Corporation  at  Gastonia  the  capitalist 
interests  in  Atlanta  think  they  can  keep  the  Negro  and  white  workers  divide.!  and  unor- 
ganized by  making  wholesale  arrests  and  starting  a  reign  of  terror. 

Some  of  the  workers  are  reported  to  have  overheard  a  conversation  among  officers 
about  plans   for  a   raid  on   the   National    Textile   Workers'    Union   headquarters. 

The  bosses  in  Atlanta  are  trying  to  repeat  the  story  of  Gastonia.  Nation-wide  mo- 
bilization of  all  working  class  forces  must  defeat  this  attack.  Our  t  omrades  must  slax 
in  the  South,  free,  to  continue  their  organization  work  among  white  and  Negro  worker* 
They  need  the  support  of  every  worker   irr  the  country  more  than  ever  before'  Give  it  to  them1 
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voices  orison 


FROM      NIK     NEW     YORK     UNEMPLOY- 
MENT   DELEGATION 

We  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  telegrams  and 
the   money    which    you    have    sent    us. 

The  arrest  of  our  Unemployed  Delegation  is 
only  one  of  the  many  eases  before  the  working 
class  and  its  defense  organization,  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Defense,  the  must  prominent  among 
which  is  the  attempt  to  burn  comrades  Powers 
and  Carr  on  the  electric  chair;  the  Gastonia, 
Harry   Eisman,   Ohio  cases,     i 

The  fight  must  be  carried  on  energetically  all 
along  the  line  and  by  the  mass  pressure  of  the 
workers  cause  the  liberation  of  these  con 
and  the  hundreds  more  in  prison  or  before  the 
capitalist  courts.  Now,  more  than  ever  before 
the  International  Labor  Defense  must  be  built 
into  a  tremendous  organization,  and  its  excel- 
lent organ,  the  Labor  Defender  must  find  its 
way   into  all   workers  organizations   and    homes. 

Assure  the  comrades  that  we  are  with  them 
in  the  work,  even  th<>  we  an-  locked  up  in 
prison.  I.  Amter. 

■ 

Mil    III  A^K.  FOR  LABOR  DEFENDER 
New    Haven    County   Jail,    Conn. 

Thanks  very  much  for  defending  me  and  my 
fellow -workers  in  the  boss-controlled  courts  of 
Waterbury.  The  I.L.D.  and  the  representatives 
made  strenuous  efforts  and  sacrifices  to  obtain 
capable  attorneys  for  our  defense. 

The  fact  that  Borgris,  besides  getting  brutally 
beaten  up,  got  a  three  months  jail  sentence  which 
will  injure  him  and  his  family  tremendously 
proves  that  it  the  I.L.D.  hadn't  been  on  the 
job  thej  certainly  would  haw  pounced  much 
harder  on  him. 

As  tor  Hersh  and  myself  we  certainly  arc 
grateful  to  the  I.L.D.  for  in  our  activities  of 
rousing  the  young  workers  to  class  conscious- 
ness we  often  clash  with  tin-  law  and  order. 

Although    our    sentences    is    +    and    3    months 


"A'//,, i.,     ///  Class  It.;/-  Prisontri 
Refugee 
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which  i>  very  insignificant  compared  to  e t , 
tonia  sentences  and  criminal  syndicalist  ver- 
dicts nevertheless  I  know  the  I.L.D.  did  not 
stop  working  in  our  defense  but  will  recharge 
its  energies  and  mobilize  not  only  the  organiza- 
tion itself  but  the  masses  "t  workers  to  pro- 
test  against   the    unjust   trial    especially    directed 

!'■ 

C rades  Taft  anil  Jack  Ruth   will 

bring    us   the   LABOR   DEFENDER   to    read.      I    was 
deprived  of  literature  I  had. 

I  mo  bad  our  plans  of  increasing  tin-  Lahor 
Hi  m  \hik  subscription  1  i-t  were  broken,  but 
just  as  soon  as  I'll  be  out  I'll  be  right  there  Com- 
rade Taft  to  do  all   that  I  can. 

Pencils    are    a    luxury    in    jail,    so    will    you 
please  bring  me  one  of  those  luxuries  so   I   can 
write  to  you  and  my   friends. 
Three  cheers  for  the  I.  L.  D. 
Ro;r   R'i 


YES,   THE   WORKKRS  WILL  LEARN 

Walla   Walla,  Wash. 

Your  letter  with  J5.UU   relief  check  for  M 
enclosed.      Received   last   night.      I   thank   you  for 
it.      I   also   thank  you    for   the   two   books   which 
I  received  a  few  days  ago.     They  are  fine  books. 

The  church  report  on  our  case  is  supposed  to 
l»  out  soon.  I  think  it  will  !>■■  favorable  as  the 
investigator  had  the  appearance  of  an  honest 
man,  though  one  can  never  tell  which  way  a 
frog  will  jump  by  looking  at  it.  It  has  taken 
the  churches  over  ten  wars  to  find  out  about  the 
injustice  done  us.  But  they  could  jump  up  and 
attack  Russia  in  a  week's  time  on  the  Strength 
of  lying  newspaper  reports  which  every  editor 
knew  were  untrue.  And  the  people  arc  still 
gullible  enough  to  gobble  up  such  stuff  after  all 
the  exposures  and  admissions  of  the  lying  propa- 
ganda that  was  used  to  force  us  into  the  last 
murderfest.     Will  people  never  learn: 

With    best    wishes,   I   remain, 

I  i    ;i  \i    Harnett, 


HOW     \RK   YOUR    SPIR1  I  S 

New  Bedford,  M 
fust   a   few   lint  -  to  let   you    ill   know  that   I 
am  well,  and  do  hope  all  of  y< 

i  ades,  how  is  your  spirit;     Mil         -lowing 

ever)    minute   of   the    day.      All    of    you    know 
thai   the  cause  of   my  coming   [i  the   re- 

sult  of   my   constant   fighting    for   the   working 

I  l.l'S. 

Friends   I   havi  •""' 

l.tters   and    thank    you    very    much    for    lh 

Work    or    V 
and  it  is  cert  linly  a  very  good 

[conclude    with    my   best   reg  trds   l 
revolutionary  workers  fhruoul   I 
And    when    I    get   out   of   In  r.-    I    will 

live  than  ever 

\i  .  i    i •  S    11    Pin 

nst  Pinto  is  in  jail  foi   6  months.     P 
Bedford     during      the 
strike.     A  very  active  and  militant  worker 
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Fire    opened    this    cell    Jo   ■ 
Penitentiary — I 

Glad    to    know    th.; 
inquire    of    the    V\ 
Venturato.       At    the    time    of    the    P 

:    Venturati 
Prison    Farm    which    is   situated    t; 

\        .  I  w  ish  to  th  ml 
Ij    for  your  spl 
in  the  lives  men. 

! 
■ 

K 
and    ii  • 

■ 

find 

■ 

■ 

Mi 
nohle   work 


OUR  SUB  DRIVE 


The   banner   awarded,    to    the    New    York 

District.     A  similar  banner  was  awarded  to 

the  Sacco-Vanzetti  Branch  of  Chicago. 

THE  Labor  Defender  Sub  Drive,  which  be- 
gan on  November  11,  1929,  came  to  an 
end  on  May  1,  1930.  The  total  number  of 
new  subscribers  obtained  during  this  period  was 
3,150. 

Our  greatest  successes  occurred  in  the  New 
York  District  where  Comrade  Isabelle  Klein- 
man,  Labor  Defender  Agent,  succeeded  in  set- 
ting up  a  good  apparatus  for  the  sale  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  Labor  Defender.  New  York, 
as  a  result  of  this  good  organizational  work, 
obtained  792  new  subs  to  the  Labor  Defender 
during  the  drive  and  raised  its  Labor  Defender 
sales  from  2,000  per  month  to  5,000.  It  was 
the  only  district  which  fulfilled  one  of  the 
two  aims  set  in  the  drive — the  doubling  of 
the  Labor  Defender  sales.  The  banner  for  the 
best    District,    therefore,    went   to   New    York. 

The  Illinois  District  was  a  very  far  second, 
obtaining  only  3735/2  subs  during  the  course 
of  the  drive  and  Michigan  came  third  with 
308   subs. 

Much  of  the  work  in  Chicago  was  done  bv 
the  Sacco-Vanzetti  Branch  under  the  direction 
of  Eva  Greenspoon,  Labor  Defender  Agent  for 
the  Chicago  District.  This  Branch  alone  brought 
in  131  subs,  more  than  any  other  Branch  in 
the  country.  The  banner  for  the  leading 
Branch,  therefore,  went  to  the  Sacco-Vanzetti 
ILD   Branch   of   Chicago. 

Splendid  work  was  done  by  individual  com- 
rades in  many  districts,  showing  their  realiza- 
tion of  the  importance  of  spreading  the  Labor 
Defender  far  and  wide  among  the  workers. 
It  was  with  great  devotion  to  the  work  of  the 
ILD  and  its  organ,  the  Labor  Defender,  that 
these   comrades   entered    into   the    sub   drive. 

Comrade  Theodore  Tiriris,  of  the  Nick  Spo- 
noudikis  ILD  Branch  of  New  York  City,  was 
the  most  successful  of  these  comrades,  himself 
obtaining  T>'  yearly  subscribers  to  the  Labor 
Defender.      To  him  went   the  special  gold  ILD 


Helen  Rosenbaum,  of  the  Newark  ILD 
Branch,  and  A.  Malinsky,  of  the  Sacco-Van- 
zetti Branch  of  Chicago,  both  obtained  62  new 
subscribers  each.  Both  received  the  special  silver 
ILD  medal.  Mary  Ostrow,  of  the  Los  Angeles 
ILD,  who  had  obtained  52  new  subscribers,  was 
awarded   the  special  bronze  ILD   medal. 

Bound  volumes  of  the  Labor  Defender  for 
the  years  1928-1929  were  presented  in  recog- 
nition of  the  fine  work  done  in  building  the 
Labor  Defender  to:  Esther  Decovnv,  of  Phila- 
delphia; Anne  Maulin,  of  New  York;  Sarah 
Wand,  of  Buffalo;  George  Moore,  of  New 
York;  Anna  Block,  of  New  York;  F.  Ulrich, 
of  New  York.  These  comrades  obtained  more 
than   25   new  subs  each. 

Volumes  of  Ralph  Chaplin's  Poetry  were  pre- 
sented to:  S.  Xedes,  of  Detroit;  F.  G.  Butler, 
Oakland;  Otto  Evanoff,  Campbell,  Ohio;  L. 
C.  Jarvis,  Los  Angeles;  Rose  Fomin,  New 
York;  A.  Schneider,  New  York;  Israel  Prager, 
Boston;  Luis  Martinez,  New  York;  S.  Kasman- 
sky,  Detroit;  M.  Grossman,  Detroit;  S.  Rubin, 
New  York;  Zlata  Horwich,  Chicago;  Georgou- 
lis,  Detroit;  Dan  Agolas,  San  Regis,  Mont.; 
O.  J.  Arness,  Williston,  N.  D.;  Stevens,  Chi- 
cago; S.  Belenko,  Gary,  Ind.;  A.  Bakunin, 
Flint,  Mich.;  D.  McCarthy,  New  York;  A. 
Evanoff,  Johnstown,  Pa.;  Julia  Schulner,  Mil- 
waukee; Rudolph  Strangler,  Los  Angeles;  Chas. 
Moore,   New   York. 

Warm  fraternal  thanks  are  due  to  Tyomies 
Society,  the  Greek  Communist  paper  Empros, 
and  the  Lithuanian  Working  Women's  Alli- 
ance for  the  help  given  the  Labor  Defender  dur- 
ing this   drive. 

Remember  that  the  quota  we  had  set  for  the 
drive  was  50,000  readers  by  March  18,  1930, 
of  which  25,000  were  to  be  subscribers.  The 
drive  was  extended  to  May  1,  for  many  of  the 
branches  had  only  begun  to  work  about  the 
beginning  of  March,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
drive  we  had  reached  a  paid  circulation  of  close 
to  30,000,  of  which  only  about  5,000  were 
yearly    subscribers. 


Comrade  Theo- 
dore Tiriris,  of 
the  Nick  Sfonou- 
d'.kis  Branch  of 
New  York  City, 
who  obtained  79^ 
new  yearly  subs 
and  was  award  el 
the  Gold  I.  L.  D. 
medal  at  the  very 
successful  Labor 
Defender  Nigh', 
held  in  New  York 
City  for  tlie  fre- 
unlation  of  the 
sub  drive  awards. 


~W I  7Z: 


With  the  experience  gained  out  of  this  drive, 
especially  with  the  knowledge  that  a  drive  can 
be  successful  only  when  every  branch  of  the 
ILD  functions  in  an  organized  manner  and  the 
work  is  properly  coordinated  and  understood 
from  the  National  Office,  we  should  all  begin 
to  prepare  immediately  for  a  powerful  drive 
to  begin   in   September,   having  as   its  goal: 

"50,000  Readers,  25,000  Subscribers  and  a 
SEMI-MONTHLY  LABOR  DEFENDER  by 
January  31,  1931,  Fifth  Anniversary  of  Labor 
Defender  1" 

130 


FREE 

with   every   one  year  subscription  to 

The 
LABOR  DEFENDER 

SOUTHERN  COTTON  MILLS 

AND  LABOR 

by  Myra  Page 

or 

PARIS   ON   THE   BARRICADES 

by  George  Spiro 

or 

SEDITION ! 

by  J.  Louis  Encdahl 

or 

SMASHING  CHAINS 

Labor's  Struggle  in  Pictures 

(ILD  Photo  Album) 

or 

RALPH  CHAPLIN'S  POETRY 

or 

I.  L.  D.  EMBLEM  PIN 

LABOR  DEFENDER, 

SO  East  1  1th  St.,  New  York  City 
Dear  Comrades: 

Enclosed  is  one  dollar  for  one  year's 
subscription  to  the  LABOR  DEFENDER. 
I  would  like  to  have  the  free  offer  checked 
above. 


Name 
Address 


Anniversary  Greetings 

We  Greet  the  Labor  Defender 

WOMEN'S  ALLIANCE 
HAMTRAMCK,    MICH. 


Greetings  from 

I.W.C.  LENIN  BRANCH  512 
LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. 

FREIHEIT  MANDOLIN  CLUB 
LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. 


SOUTH  SLAV  BRANCH 

INTERNATIONAL    LABOR   DEFENSE 

OAKLAND,  CAL. 

MAY  DAY  AND  ANNIVERSARY 
GREETINGS  FROM: 

M.   Didocha,   Wcstvillc,   111. 
J.  Didocha,  Westville,  111. 
S.  Mikel,  Westville,  111. 
J.   Solnitzky,   Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Gust.  Tsantes,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Dr.  Rasnick,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Morris  Shekt,  Bronx,  N.  Y. 
Arthur  Omdino,  New  York  City. 
Louis  M.ilino,  New  York  City 
John  Cavras,  New  York  City 

Combined    Ukrainian    Societies    of 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 


I 


PICTORIAL  HISTORY 

of    the    Major   Struggles    of    Labor 

during  last  two  years 

in 

BOUND  VOLUME  OF 
LABOR  DEFENDER 

24   numbers  attractively  bound 
$2.50 

W  ith  1  yr.  sub  to  Labor  Defender 
$3.00 

Order   from   Labor   Defender, 
80  East   11th  Street             New  York  City 

Phone:    Stuyvesant    3816 

JOHN'S    RESTAURANT 

SPECIALTY:    ITALIAN    DISHES 

A     -place    <uiith    atmosphere 

•where     all     radicals      meet 

302  E.   12th  St.  NEW  YORK 


GEO.   KNEZEVICH 

Fine  Custom   Tailoring 

1+9  VICTOR  AVENUE 

HIGHLAND  PARK,  MICH. 

Phone:   Hemlock  8628W 

FRANK  LEVAK 

Fine  Groceries  and  Meats 

103S   Hendrie  Detroit,   Mich, 

Phone:   Empire    10269 

WORKERS  HOME 

EAST  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

Workers'  meetings,  entertainments,  socials, 

plays,  etc. 

"Greetings  to   the  Shield  of  the 

Working  Class" 

May    it  thrive  and   expand   to    double   its 

size  by  next  May  Day. 

UKRAINIAN  WOMEN'S 
EDUCATIONAL  ASSN. 

Martin  Ave.  Detroit,  Mich. 


Our  Greetings 

CAMP  KINDERLAND,  N.  Y. 
Office:   143  East  103rd  Street 

Accepts  Registration   of 
Workers'  Children 

Best  Accommodations  for 
Children  and  Adults 


Make    Your   Reservations   Now 

CAMP  NITGEDAIGET 

Camp   Telephone:   Beacon    781-862 
New   York,   Esterbrook    1+00 


Greetings  from 

CHICAGO 

Engels  Branch  I.L.D. 

Scandinavian    Workers   Club 
North  Side 

German  Branch  I.L.D. 
JOE  HILL  BRANCH   I.L.D. 

Mooney  Branch  I.L.D. 

South   Slav   Branch    I.L.D. 

Polish  I.  L.  D.  Branch 
Hegewich 

Czechoslovak  Branch   I.  L.  D. 
Cicero 

Czechoslovak  Workers  Society 
No.  65,  Cicero 


k. 

*CTIV£            & 

Press,  inc. 

X*-2»   UNION   SQUARE 
NEW    TOIK    OITT 

International  Labor  Defense 
LITER  \TLRE 

SEDITION!   By  J.  Louis  Encdahl, 

a    pamphlet  5   cent! 

SMASHING  CHAINS,  Labor'! 

Struggles   in    Pictures, 

.■In  ILD  Illustrated  Alburn  10  cent! 

THE   ILD   CONSTI I  111'  IN 

AND   ORGANIZA1  ION, 

a   pamphlet  5    centl 

(, As  IONIA,    t  I  I  ADEL    OF 
HIE  CLASS   STRUGGLE, 
by  Wm.  F.  Dunne  IS  crnu 

SOUTHERN  COTTON  MILLS 

AND  LABOR,  by  Mvra  Pace     25   cent! 

PARIS  ON  THE  BARRICADES, 

by  George   Spiro  25  cent! 

RALPH  CHAPLIN'S  POETRY     25  cent! 
ILD  SUPPLIES 

What  the   ILD   is,  What   it   Means  to  the 
Workers,  a  >t-page  leaflet.  $2.50  per  1000 

ILD   Emblem   Pin  25   cent! 

Duplicate    Numbered    Receipt    Books    for 
ILD  Br.  200  receipts  in  a  book,        $1.25 

Special  Discounts  to  All  Districts 
Order  from 

International  Labor  Defense 

80  East   I  Ith  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


ANNIVERSARY  GREF.Tl\ 


Lodge  No.    1  +  1    Hrvatska  Vila, 
Croatian  Fraternal  I '•• 

1   \ST  PITTSBURGH,  PA 

Greetings  to  the 

LABOR  DEFENDER 

Lithuanian  Workini    W    men 
of  America,  Br.  \ 

SO.  SL  WIC  RUTH1 -NNERG 

BRANCH    1. 1.. I). 

1343   E.  1  ERRY 
DETROl  1,  MICH, 

RUSSIAN  HAMTRAMCK 
BRANCH  01    II  .!>. 

.1/  i    MM  INS    Wl  \ 

II  \M  1  KAMI  K,   MICH. 

FINNISH   WOM1  VS  CI  ' 

ROl  1.    MUM 

Till    SUPR]  Ml    1 

1  1 1  in  \s     s  ',  Hk.  47 

I.  UJOR  1  K 
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Shall  They  Stay  in  Prison? 


Communist  organizers  facing  death  in  Georgia 
because  they  organized  Negro  and  White  -work- 
ers for  militant  struggle. 


M.  H.  Powers,  Organizer 
for  the  Communist  Party 
In  Georgia,  charged  with 
"Inciting  to  insurrec- 
tion." 


[ 


The  Gastonia  Seven  facing 
a  living  death  in  North 
Carolina's  prisons  because 


Joe  Cart,  Organizer  for 
the  Young  l  inniiniiiisi 
League  in  Georgia, 

charged  with  "inciting 
to  insurrection"  and 
fncing  the  death  penal- 
ty because  he  organized 
both  Negro  and  while 
workers  into  one  organ- 
ization. 


they    championed     the 
cause  of  the  exploited  tex 
tile  workers  of  the  South 


] 


FOSTER-MINOR-AMTER-RAYMOND-LESTON 

The  Leaders  of  the  Netv  York  Unemployed  Delegation  on  March  Sixth  Sentenced 
to  Three  Years  Imprisonment  on  An  "Unlawful  Assembly"  Charge  and  Facing 
Five  More  Years  On  An  Additional  Charge  of  "Felonious  Assault." 


The  Newark,   N.  J.,   Sedition   cases. 

The  Imperial  Valley,  California  Con- 
spiracy cases. 

The    Fred    Beal,    Pontiac,    Michigan 
Sedition  Case. 


Over  125  Workers  Face  Long 
Prison  Terms  on  Charges  of  Se- 
dition, Criminal  Syndicalism  and 
Conspiracy. 


DEPORTATIONS 
REGISTRATION  OF  ALIENS 
NEGRO  LYNCHINGS 


Hundreds  of  Arrests  of  Work- 
ers for  Distribution  of  Litera- 
ture, and  for  Speaking  at  Fac- 
tory Gate  Meetings. 


The  fight  for  the  release  of  all  political  prisoners 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  entire  working-class 

MEET  YOUR  RESPONSIBILITY  SEND  IN  DEFENSE  FUNDS 

TENS  OF  THOUSANDS  OF  DOLLARS  ARE  NEEDED  AT  ONCE 


Contribute  for  the  Prisoners  and  Dependents    (Families) 

Relief  Fund.     Donate  for  International  aid  to  victims  of 

U_  White     Terror     in     capitalist      and     colonial      countries. 


] 


Join  the 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE 

Read  the  LABOR  DEFENDER 


Send  funds  to 
INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE 

Room  430,  80  East  11th  Street  New  York  City 


UMf  ^DEFENDER 
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NO  DEATH,  NO  PRISON! 


By  J.  Louis  Engdahl 


H.  M.  Powers 


The  fight  for 
the  lives  of 
the  six  work- 
ers facing  the 
electric  hair  in 
Atlanta, 
Georgia,  en- 
ters a  new  ■ 
p  h  as  e  of 
struggle. 
Just  as  in 
G  a  s  t  o  n  i  a, 
North  Caro- 
lina, one  year 
ago,  in  the 
face  of  the 
intern  ational 
rage  of  labor, 
so  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  to- 
day, the  ju- 
dicial lynch- 
ers halt  temporarily  in  their  tracks.  They 
feel  the  pressure  of  working  class  protest. 
The  bright  glare  of  publicity,  gradually 
increasing,  reveals  to  the  world  the  savage 
murders  of  workers  they  contemplate. 

Just  as  in  Gastonia,  last  year,  so  in 
Atlanta,  today,  this  situation  creates  as 
great  and  grave  a  danger  for  the  working 
class.  In  the  Gastonia  struggle  the  pro- 
test subsided  when  it  became  certain  that 
the  sixteen  strikers  and  organizers  of  the 
National  Textile  Workers'  Union  had 
been  saved  from  the  electric  chair  of  the 
mill  owners  with  their  Manville-Jenckes 
leadership.  It  became  easier  for  the  lynch 
law  courts  operating  in  Mecklenberg 
County  under  the  direction  of  the  suave 
and  cultured  Judge  Barnhill  to  impose 
living  death  sentences,  totalling  1 1  7  years' 
imprisonment,  on  the  seven  Gastonia  pri- 
soners. These  practical  death  sentences 
are  now  on  appeal  to  the  North  Carolina 
state  supreme  courts  and  before  the  Amer- 
ican and  the  international  working  class. 
The  death  threats  of  the  Atlanta  lynch- 
ers, however,  must  be  defeated  completely 
by  the  aroused  toiling  masses. 

Do  not  be  misled  by  the  fact  that  the 
arrogant  Assistant  Solicitor  General  John 
Hudson,  who  threatens  with  the  electric 
chair  every  militant  worker  coming  into 
Georgia,  hesitates  in  pushing  for  im- 
mediate trials  of  M.  H.  Powers,  Joseph 
Carr,  Ann  Burlak,  Herbert  Newton, 
Henry  Storey  and  Mary  Dalton.  More 
workers  were  sent  to  "the  chair"  in  Geor- 
gia last  year  than  were  done  to  death  by 
capitalist  class  justice  in  the  executioners' 
chambers  of  any  other  state  in  the  nation. 
These  were  all  Negro  workers. 


The  prosecutor,  Hudson,  who  had  issued 
his  warning  to  all  militant  labor  organ- 
izers to  "study  the  excellent  laws  of 
Georgia,"  (for  the  ruling  class)  thought 
he  had  "a  perfect  case"  in  the  fact  that 
he  had  been  able  to  arrest  Ann  Burlak,  the 
organizer  of  the  National  Textile  Work- 
ers' Union,  at  the  mass  meeting  of  the 
American  Negro  Labor  Congress  at  which 
the  Negro  worker,  Henry  Storey,  was 
the  chairman,  and  Herbert  Newton,  the 
Negro  organizer  of  the  A.  N.  L.  C.  was 
speaking  when  the  police  attack  took  place. 
Hudson  had  forgotten  the  concession 
wrung  from  "Southern  chivalry"  in  the 
Gastonia  case  that,  "We  do  not  fry  women 
in  North  Carolina."  Hudson  demanded 
that  the  death-dealing  electric  current  be 
shot  through  the  bodies  of  Ann  Burlak 
and  Mary  Dalton,  as  well  as  the  Negro 
and  white  workers,  New- 
ton, Storey,  Powers  and 
Carr.  This  is  still  the 
demand  of  Georgia  lynch 
law  "justice"  speaking 
through  its  prosecutor, 
Hudson,  who  carefully 
mobilizes  ever)'  possible 
bit  of  Southern  ruling 
class  prejudice,  studies  all 
militant  working  class 
literature  for  seditious 
phrases  and  insurrectionary  utterances, 
while  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  that  has 
its  home  offices  in  Atlanta,  does  its  part 
to  whip  into  action  the  lynching  fever 
against  the  growing  unity  of  Negro  and 
white  workers  in  the  South.  Hudson  still 
believes  he  has  his  "perfect  case"  against 
the  audacity  of  Negro  and  white  workers 
meeting  together  and  planning  united 
action,  the  basis  of  the  capital  offense  of 
"attempting  to  incite  insurrection"  and 
"distributing  insurrectionary  literature." 
This  remains  a  struggle  against  death 
sentences. 

The  Atlanta  courts  at  first  demanded 
that  the  prisoners  be  held  irr  the  infamous 
Fulton  Tower  Prison  without  bail.  Twice 
have  I  penetrated  with  great  difficulty  to 
the  dungeons  of  this  Georgia  bastile.  Here 
the  workers  are  submitted  to  the  worst 
persecutions.  Joseph  Carr,  the  19-year 
old  West  Virginia  coal  miner,  was  put  in 
a  death  cell  on  "Murderers'  Row,"  and 
kept  there  in  spite  of  all  potests.  The 
court  evidently  believed  that  young  Carr's 
spirit  could  be  broken  through  grim  asso- 
ciation with  three  convicted  slayers  already 
awaiting  their  day  of  doom,  and  with  al- 
leged killers  facing  trial  for  murder. 


Herbert  Newton 


The  two  Negro  workers,  Newton  and 
Storey,  were  not  only  isolated  from  the 
white  but  also  from  the  prisoners  of  their 
own  race.  A  "Blind  Door"  shuts  of  their 
cell  from  the  other  cell  blocks.  Reports 
received  state  that  even  food  sent  in  to 
them  by  the  International  Labor  Defense 
conveniently  disappears. 

Powers  is  kept  by  himself.  Ann  Burlak 
and  Mary  Dalton  are  denied  even  the 
meager  privileges  allowed  the  other  wo- 
men prisoners.  Literature  is  not  allowed 
the  prisoners,  even  the  New  York  Times 
and  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  being  de- 
nied them.  They  are  held  incommuni- 
cado, not  being  allowed  to  receive  visitors 
according  to  the  usual  prison  rules. 

It  was  under  the  cutting  lash  of  this 
barborous  prison  regime  that  Atlanta  lynch 
law  justice  planned  to  hold  the  prisoners 
until  the  court  machinery  had  turned  out 
its  death  verdict  and  they  had  been  made 
ready  for  the  electric  chair.  But  let  no 
one  be  deceived  by  the  apparent  retreat  of 
the  capitalist  courts  in  finally  agreeing  to 
fix  bail.  Originally  $10,000  was  de- 
manded for  each  prisoners.  This  is 
$60,000  in  all,  an  impossible  sum.  The 
International  Labor  Defense  fought  for 
a  reduction  in  this  huge  ransom,  pointing 
out  it  meant  no  bail  at  all  for  workers. 
At  this  writing,  bail  has  been  fixed  at 
$10,000  each  for  Powers  and  Carr, 
$4,000  each  for  Burlak,  Newton  and 
Dalton,  and  $1,000  for  Storey.  This 
amount  totals  $33,000.  The  Interna- 
tional Labor  Defense  fights  to  have  this 
amount  still  further  reduced.  The  capi- 
talist court  knows  that  labor  in  Georgia  is 
propertyless,  that  excessive  bail  means  no 


Ann   Burlak 
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Mary    Dalton 

bail  for  workers.  This  apparent  change 
of  front  on  the  part  of  the  courts  must 
not  be  misconstrued.  Let  it  only  be  an 
urge  to  greater  protest  by  all  labor  against 
the  proposed  death  sentences,  not  a  loom- 
ing of  the  struggle. 

The  militancy  of  Georgia's  working 
musses  in  this  crucial  situation  is  reflected 
in  the  action  taken  by  the  Atlanta  Federa- 
tion of  Trades,  and  by  its  official  organ, 
the  Tournal  of  Labor,  edited  by  Jerome 
Jones,  in  hypocritically  demanding  "a  fair 
trial"  for  the  prisoners.  Thus  these 
agencies  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  try  to  create  the  illusions  before  the 
masses  that  "a  fair  trial"  is  possible  in 
Georgia,  thus  hoping  to  maintain  the  fic- 
tion of  "fairness"  for  the  courts  of  the 
boss  class  in  the  state  where  lynching  and 
the  chain  gang  are  the  favored  instruments 
of  oppression.  Workers  know  that  it  is 
impossible  to  secure  justice  in  the  courts  of 
the  boss  class.  They  have  probably  fewer 
illusions  about  "the  law"  in  the  South  than 
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KECEIVED  AMOUNT  SHOWN 

This  is  the  pay  chet  k  of  a  child  worker  in  the 
Fulton  Bag  &  Cotton  Milts  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
The  organizers  were  tarrying  on  work  in  these 
mills  when  arretted.  The  mill-owners  are  directly 
in  back  of  the  persecution.  The  check  show*  that 
the   child   laborer    r,  '  0    for   a   week's 

work  from  which  was  deducted   ?1.7n   leaving  a 
balance  of   $4.40. 


anywhere  else  in  the  nation.  They  will 
not  be  fooled  by  appeals  to  the  "fairness" 
of  the  courts,  whether  it  is  made  by  lead- 
ing A.  F.  of  L.  officials,  fearing  foi 
growing  resistance  by  the  oppressed  masses 
to  capitalist  "law  and  order,"  by  some 
sections  of  the  capitalist  press,  or  by  lib- 
erals, whether  college  professors,  church- 
men or  other  middle  class  elements. 

Workers  remember  the  whole  liberal 
clamor  in  the  Gastonia  case  over  the 
"fairness"  of  the  judicial  harlot,  Barnhill, 
that  spread  for  a  time  like  a  paralyzing 
poison  and  had  to  be  energetically  com- 
batted.  The  lessons  of  Gastonia  will 
profit  the  workers  in  their  struggles  against 
the  Atlanta  prosecution.  Beneath  the 
smug  veneer  of  the  Atlanta  Journal  of 
Labor  there  is  to  be  found  the  open  appeal 
to  violence  against  all  militant  workers 
that  appears  weekly  in  every  issue  of  the 
Birmingham  Labor  Advocate,  that  has 
already  resulted  in  the  dynamiting  of  the 
home  of  the  worker,  Giglio,  in  this  "Pitts- 
burgh of  the  South." 

Workers  will  remember  that  it  was  A. 
Steve  Nance,  President  of  the  Atlanta 
Federation  of  Labor  who  ordered  the  ar- 
rest of  Mary  Dalton  when  she  attempted 
to  ask  a  question  at  a  mass  meeting  ad- 
dressed by  President  William  Green,  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  who  is  now  revealed 
as  the  "assistant  secretary"  of  the  grand 
jury  that  indicted  Mary  Dalton,  Burlak, 
Newton  and  Storey.  Workers  will  re- 
number that  Louis  F.  Marquardt,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Georgia  Federation  of  La- 
bor, is  an  "assistant"  in  the  office  of  the 
prosecutor,  Solicitor  General  John  A. 
Boylrin,  whose  name  is  signed  to  the  in- 
dictment, and  in  whose  office  Assistant 
Solicitor  General  Hudson  prepares  the 
prosecution. 

Unemployment  is  increasing  in  the 
South.  Pellagra — the  disease  that  grows 
out  of  malnutrition,  an  alias  for  starva- 
tion— is  taking  a   death   toll    that   mounts 

continually.       Charity bread     lines — are 

actually  being  organized  in  the  effort  to 
keep  down  the  discontent  of  the  landless 
farmers. 

The  Southern  ruling  class  tries  des- 
perately to  meet  this  situation  In  imprison- 
ind  sending  to  the  electric  chair  the 
l<  ading  spokesmi  n   of  labor. 

All  labor  must  throw  its  best  efforts 
into  the  breach  on  this  important  class 
Struggle  front.  No  death  sentences  foi 
Powers,  Carr,  Burlak,  Newton,  Store* 
ami  Dalton'  No  prison  sentences!  De- 
feat the  infamous  Gastonia  verdict  and 
all  living  death  sentences!  Release  all 
the  class  war  prisoners!    Defi    I  the  lynch- 
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I  NGDAHL  ON  TOUR 

To  bring  before  the  workers  of  the  coun- 
try- the  outrages  perpetrated  hv  the  Atlanta 
authorities  against  the  six  Communists  fac- 
ing death  sentences  in  Fulton  Tower  Pris- 
on, I.  Louis  Engdahl,  General  Secretary 
of  the  International  Labor  Defense,  will 
be  on  tour  starting  at  Pittsburgh,  Jun 

He  will  be  in  Cleveland,  June  29;  De- 
troit, June  30,  July  1,2;  Chicago,  July  3, 
4,  5,  6;  Milwaukee,  July  7,  S,  9;  Slinne- 
apolis,  Julj  10,  11,  12,  13,  14;  St.  I 
July  15,  16;  Indianapolis,  July  17,  18; 
Cincinnati,    July    1  21  ;    Columbus, 

July  21.  23;  Toledo,  Tulv  24,  2 
land,    fulj    26,  2_,  2X;    Pittsburgh,  July 
29,    30;     Buffalo,     July     31,    August    1. 
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Imperial  Valley  Fights 

By  Frank  Spector 

(As  we  go  to  press  outrageous  sentences  hate  already  been  imposed  by  Judge  Johnson  at  Ei 
Centra.  Sklar,  Harruichi,  Emery,  Spector  and  Erickson  were  sentenced  to  from  3  to  42  years  each; 
Ro\a<  2  to  28  years;  Alonzo  deported  to  Argentina.  Sentences  have  not  yet  been  fixed  for  Herrera 
and  Orosco.  Bail  has  'been  denied  pending  the  ILD  appeal.  Our  comrades  are  now  in  Folsom  State 
Prison  and  at  San  Oueiitin.) 


Photo:    Kwing   Galloway 
Agricultural    laborer    in    Imperial    Valley 

\T  ICIOUS,  unbridled  boss-terror  is 
once  more  raging  in  the  scorching 
fields  of  the  Imperial  Valley.  The  filthy 
jails  of  El  Centro,  Brawley,  Calexico  and 
other  towns  are  crowded  with  workers. 
Hundreds  of  Mexicans,  Filipino  and 
American  workers  are  arrested  at  the  first 
display  of  militancy  in  the  fight  against 
miserable  working  conditions  and  unem- 
ployment in  the  fields  and  sheds  owned  by 
the  "Growers  and   Shippers   Association," 


as  vicious  a   pack  of   industrial   wolves  as 
only  capitalism  can  produce. 

On  the  night  of   April   14th  a  hall   in 
which   a   mass   meeting   was   held   by   the 
Agricultural   Workers    Industrial    League 
(a    section    of    the    Trade    Union    Unity 
League)  and  attended  by  several  hundred 
Mexican,  Filipino  and  American  workers, 
was  surrounded  by  over  a  hundred  heavily 
armed    deputy   sheriffs,    police    and    "one- 
hundred   percenters"  under  the  leadership 
of   Sheriff   Gillett,   the   notorious   gunman 
of    the    valley.      One    hundred    and    five 
workers    were    seized — chained    to    each 
other — loaded  into  trucks  furnished  by  the 
shippers   and  herded   into   El   Centro  jail. 
For  over  a  week  the  entire  number  of 
workers  were  held — crowded  in  the  filthy 
dungeon.     Three  stools  who  wormed  then 
way    into    the    militant    union    (Sherman 
Barber,   Oscar   Chormickle    and    Charles 
Collum)   had  "fingered"  the  most  active 
and  militant  among  the  imprisoned  work- 
ers.     Thirty-two   of   these   workers   were 
charged    with    Criminal    Syndicalism    and 
placed  under  $40,000  bail  each. 

The  fight,  begun  by  the  I.  L.  D.,  re- 
duced the  number  of  indicted  to  nine, 
and  the  bail  to  $15,000  each.  Further 
efforts  to  reduce  this  monstrous  bail  met 
with  the  stubborn  resistance  of  the  bosses' 
higher  courts. 

On  trial  in  El   Centro  now  are:  agri- 
cultural  workers   Eduardo   Herrero    (Co- 
lombian), Lawrence  Emery  (Calif ornian), 
Emilio    Alonzo     (Argentinian),     Braulio 
Orosco  (Mexican),  Tetsuji  Hariuchi,  sec- 
retarv,   Imperial  Valley,  T.U.U.L.,  Carl 
Sklar,  section  organizer,  Communist  Party, 
Los    Angeles;     Oscar    Erickson,     national 
secretary,    Agricultural    Workers'    Indus- 
trial League;  Danny  Roxas  (  Filipino),  sec- 
retary,   Imperial    Valley,    A.W.I.L.;    and 
Frank  Spector,  district  organizer  of  ILD. 
A    large    number   of    workers,    at   times 
reaching    over     10,000,    are    cultivating, 
picking   and    packing    about    50,000    acres 
of  either  lettuce,  cantaloupes,  watermelons, 
tomatoes  or  other   vegetables  in   their   re- 
spective seasons.      The  largest  number  oi 
workers    are    Mexicans,    who    walk    across 
the  border  from   Mexico.     Next  in   num- 
ber are  Filipino  and  some  Hindus.  Ameri- 
can   workers   almost   exclusively    man    the 
packing  sheds.     For  years  the  exploitation 
of   the   workers   has   grown    worse.      '1  he 
work — twelve,   fourteen  and  sixteen  hours 


in  a  bent  position  in  the  fields  under  a 
scorching  heat  reaching  at  times  130  in 
shade,  often  with  heavy  sacks  on  their 
backs  in  which  the  picked  fruit  is  gathered 
— is  almost  inhuman. 

Through  the  vicious  contract  system  the 
field  workers  are  reduced  to  virtual  peon- 
age. For  lettuce  picking  they  receive  35c 
per  hour,  cantaloupes  13c  per  crate.  In 
time-work,  the  workers  get  paid  for  only 
actual  time  at  picking,  so  that  if  the  let- 
tuce is  mildew  in  the  morning,  the  work- 
ers must  wait  in  the  field  several  hours 
before  picking  can  be  started  or  if  the 
field  runs  out  of  crates  he  must  waste  his 
time  waiting  for  their  delivery. 

Twenty-five  per  cent  of  their  total  wages 
are  kept  by  the  contractor  who  in  turn  has 
it  withheld  by  the  grower  to  guarantee  the 
season's  pickings.  It  often  happens  that  the 
contractor  will  abscond  with  the  last  pay- 
ment received  from  the  grower,  leaving 
workers  stranded  without  wages  for  their 
last  week's  work  and  minus  the  25  per- 
cent   withheld    from    the    season's    wages. 


AWIL   headquarters   in   Brawley,   before  it  was 

raided  and  closed 

A  number  of  sporadic  strikes  flared  up 
in  the  past,  notably  in  1922  and  in  1928. 
These  were  crushed  by  the  bosses'  hench- 
man, Sheriff  Gillet,  who  was  ably  aided  bv 
the  entire  country  apparatus  and  courts. 
Hundreds  of  workers  were  jailed  or  de- 
ported when  they  refused  to  work.  Scabs 
were  quickly  moved  in  from  Arizona  and 
other  points.  A  spontaneous  strike  broke 
cut  last  fanuarv  during  lettuce  picking. 
Fins  walkout,  despite  the  militancy  of  the 
workers,  was  betrayed  In  the  leadership 
oi  the  "Mexican  Mutual  Aid  Association" 
which  crawfished  before  the  local  Cham- 
bers of   Commerce   to  enlist  its  aid   in   in- 
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The  Imperial  Valley  prisoners  (Front  row,  left  to  right):  Danny  Roxas,  Oscar  Erickson,  Braulie  '•■  vl  SkUtr,  Tetsuiji  Hariucht  I  row, 

Left  to  right):  F.  Finns  {charges  dropped),  Eduardo  Herrera,  Lawrence  Emery,  Emilia   Alonzo  and   Frank  Speclor. 


ducing    the    growers    to    negotiate.      The 

growers  refused  to  concede  to  the  de- 
mands "f  a  few  cents  increase.  The  en- 
suing terror  which  the  take  leaders  were 
too  cowardly  to  fight  finished  the  strug- 
gle as  in  the  past  with  defeat  for  the  work- 
ers. In  February  the  shed  workers  struck. 
The  American  workers — unorganized — 
were  betraved  hv  fake  leaders  planted  by 
the  bosses,  who  warned  them  against  pick- 
eting. After  a  few  days  scabs  displaced 
the  larger  number  of  workers. 

The  T.U.U.L.  entered  the  field  during 
the  January  strike.  Its  militant  policies 
soon  gained  stronghold  among  the  valley 
workers.  The  A.W.I. I.,  was  launched. 
The  militant  union  exposed  the  fake  lead- 
ership dt'  both  strikes.  The  Mexican  mis- 
is  soon  passed  out  of  existence.  The 
planted  leaders  were  likewise  exposed  be- 
fore the  American  workers.    The  entrance 


"Dad"  Barnham  ami  Frank  Sp,\tor  at  1.  L.  D. 
headquarters  in  Brawlty 


of  the  T.U.U.L.  marked  the  beginning 
of  the  crushing  of  the  race  prejudices  in- 
stilled by  the  bosses  anion-  the  workers. 
.Among  the  major  demands  of  the  new 
union  appeared  the  abolition  of  the  con- 
tract system,  50c  minimum  for  lettuce 
picking,  $1.25  for  melon  [licking,  eight- 
hour  workday  with  double  pa]  I  or  over- 
time and  Sundays,  fifteen  minute  rest  pe- 
riod after  every  two  hours,  free  ice  at 
growers'  expense,  no  child  labor,  equal 
pay  for  women,  better  housing,  etc.  Under 
the  revolutionary  leadership,  real  prepara- 
tions were  begun  for  a  strike  in  the  melon 
season  (May).  The  bosses  sensed  real 
danger.  A  new,  not  to  be  corrupted  t'i  u  >  ■ 
had  come  into  the  field. 

The  Los  Angeles  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce came  to  their  aid.  This  past  open- 
shop  master  lent  its  talents  to  the  vallc\ 
Imsses.  A  special  detective  agency  planted 
its  stools  among  the  workers.  These 
wormed  their  waj  into  the  unions  to  work 
for  its  destruction.  Almost  on  the  >  ■ 
the  conference  scheduled  for  April  20th, 
of  delegates  from  ranches  .inA  sheds  to 
mobilize  for  the  walk-out,  tin  bosses  struck, 
making  wholesale  arrests,  destroying  union 
headquarters,  all  in  the  time-worn  fashion. 

N  tie  militants  are  now    on  trial.      The 
three   counts  of   the   indictment    under   the 
Criminal    Syndicalist    law   aim   at   di 
under-round    the    Communist     Party,    the 
I  .1   .U.L.    and    the     \.\\  .1.1  .     I'e 
4.2   \iars   in   prison. 

( )nl\     class     justice    em    be     expected 
from     the     court     and     jury     of     ranchers 


who  depend  soul  and  body  upon 
the  Growers  and  Shippers  Ass'n,  tin 
lute  boss  of  the  county  abrj  aided  by  the 
Los  Angeles  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The 
federal  government  activel)  aids  in  the 
railroading  of  the  workers  by  repres 
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Some  leading  fascists  (Left  to  right)  :  Representative  Snell  of  New  York,  Hamilton  Fish,  Ralph 
Easley,    Edgar    Hoover    and    William    Green. 


THEY  have  begun  to  "investigate. 
The  House  Committee  of  Five,  led 
by  Representative  Hamilton  Fish, 
Jr.  of  New  York,  empowered  to  "inves- 
tigate" the  Communist  Party,  its  press, 
other  working  class  organizations,  the 
"ramifications  of  the  Third  International" 
and  the  Amtorg  Trading  Corporation, 
opened  its  sessions  behind  closed  doors  in 
Washington  on  June  9. 

House  Resolution  180  introduced  by 
Representative  Fish  —  crony  of  former 
police  commissioner  of  New  York  Wha- 
len,  of  Ralph  Easley  of  Red-baiting  fame, 
Matthew  Woll  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the 
Civic  Federation  and  other  of  our  enemies 
—  passed  by  the  House  in  a  vote  of  210 
to  1 8  over  the  signature  of  Chairman  Snell 
of  the  House  Rules  Committee  and  a  mil- 
lionaire, also  empowers  this  committee  "to 
recommend  legislation  broadening  the 
powers  of  the  government"  in  dealing 
with  Communists  and  militant  workers. 

The  "investigation"  is  a  federal  recog- 
nition and  adoption  of  the  methods  now 
being  used  in  Atlanta,  Imperial  Valley, 
Newark,  New  York  and  in  every  part  of 
the  country  where  unemployment,  lower 
wages,  harder  working  conditions  have 
forced  the  workers  on  the  path  of  strug- 
gle. Oppression  must  have  prison  walls, 
sedition  laws,  electric  chairs  and  an  Ellis 
Island  to  complement  its  sway. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  complete  steps 
taken  towards  the  creation  of  a  centralized 
regime  of  terror  to  be  used  against  every 
revolutionary  worker,  everywhere  in  the 
country.  Its  immediate  aim  is  to  clear  the 
path  —  by  "striking  discoveries"  and  "illu- 
minations"— for  the  banning  of  the  Com- 
munist Party,  militant  unions  and  workers' 


organizations  and  the  workers'  press.  It  is 
a  nation-wide  attack,  launched  by  the  fed- 
eral government  against  all  fighters  of  the 
hunger  regime.  Under  the  cover  of  a  na- 
tional sedition  law,  which  this  committee 
may  recommend,  a  permanent  apparatus 
attached  to  the  Department  of  Justice — 
a  sort  of  fascist  special  tribunal  and  labor- 
spy  system — is  to  be  expected. 

The  Yankee  imperialist  answer  to  the 
March  Sixth  demonstrators,  was  shouted 
in  the  House  by  Representative  Fish:  "If 
you  want  to  create  jobs  in  America,  de- 
port every  Communist!"  Deportations 
play  an  important  part  in  the  calculations 
of  these  gentlemen.  When  Chairman 
Johnson  of  the  Immigration  Committee, 
incidentally  a  d  m  i  tt  i  n  g 
that  there  were  1,000 
Russians  whom  he  would 
like  to  deport  to  the  Soviet 
Union  but  could  not  be- 
cause of  lack  of  diplomat- 
ic relations,  asked  what 
could  be  done  with  all  of 
these  "dangerous  aliens," 
Fish  again  found  a  ready 
answer:  "Let's  deport 
them  to  some  isolated  is- 
land where  they  can  prac- 
tice Communism  to  their 
heart's  desire!"  Shades  of 
Mussolini! 

Take  notice  that  the 
Amtorg  Trading  Cor- 
poration, commercial  ag- 
ency of  the  Soviet  Gov- 
ernment in  this  country, 
is  naively  included  along 
with  the  Communist 
Party  as  a  subject  of  this 


investigation.  It  is  an  attempt  to  link  the 
two  up  in  the  public  mind  and  make  it 
easier  to  launch  the  attack  on  the  U.S.S.R. 
that  Whalen's  forgeries  cleared  the  way 
for. 

The  methods  of  this  committee  are 
typical  of  the  Palmer  Raids  of  1919- 
1920.  Their  first  announcement  was  that 
they  would  employ  detectives  of  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  as  "investigators." 
They  will  find  "secret  documents"  of  the 
same  kind  that  Whalen  discovered,  but 
being  more  experienced  at  these  things  they 
may  not  be  so  crude. 

The  committee  has  already  made  some 
"startling  discoveries."  Edgar  Hoover, 
chief  of  bureau  of  investigation  (stool- 
pigeons)  in  Department  of  Justice  and 
law  officer  of  that  bureau  during  the 
Palmer  raids,  has  actually  discovered  that 
the  Communist  Party  of  the  U.S.A.  is  a 
part  of  the  Communist  International, 
which  has  headquarters  in  Moscow,  and 
other  generally  known  facts  that  can  be 
verified  in  the  Communist  press. 

The  investigation  is  really  to  act  as  a 
tribunal  for  all  fascist  elements.  Father 
Walsh,  the  godly  fascist,  has  come  across 
with  his  usual  line.  Edgar  P.  McGrady, 
legislative  agent  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  makes 
the  usual  charges  of  "Russian  Money" 
(the  same  million  and  a  quarter  that  Fos- 
ter is  supposed  to  have  in  his  pocket)  and 
uses  the  opportunity  to  attack  the  T.U. 
U.L.  and  the  R.I.L.U.  Matthew  Woll, 
Ralph  Easley,  William  Green  are  to  be 
given  opportunity  to  vent  their  spleen  when 
the  committee  comes  to  New  York. 

In  the  meantime  the  "secret  investiga- 
tion" continues.  The  stage  is  being  set. 
Will  we  allow  them  to  pull  off  their  little 
act?     The  answer  must  be  a  mighty  NO! 


What  they  do  not  see  or  care  about — unemployed  workers  find  a  bed 
on  the  hard  pavement  at  Cooper  Union  Square,  New  York  City 
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The  Newark  defendants   (Front  row,  left   to  ri<;lit)  :  Albert    Ik-Jar,  Dozier   11/7/   Graham,   Donunick    Flaia  I      right):   Ed 

Chilis,  David  Rosen,  John  Pado,  Samuel  Levine,  Joseph  Lyfsevitch  and  Morris  hanger. 


MARCH  SIXTH  in  Newark  saw 
15,000  workers  taking  part  in  the 
world-wide  demonstrations  against  un- 
employment. In  an  attempt  to  prevent 
this  demonstration  serious  charges  were 
pressed  by  the  state  against  the  nine  New- 
ark workers  arrested  on  February  4  and 
1 1,  when  meetings  of  unemployed  workers 
were  raided  by  the  police.  The  nine  work- 
ers —  Dominick  Flaiani,  New  Jersey  or- 
ganizer of  the  Communist  Party;  Dozier 
Will  Graham,  Negro,  Communist  candi- 
date for  the  Senate;  Samuel  D.  Levine, 
Communist  candidate  for  the  House;  Ed- 
ward Childs,  John  Pado,  David  Rosen, 
Morris  Langer,  Albert  Hedar  and  Joseph 
Lypsevitch  were  indicted  under  the  1918 
sedition  law  of  New  Jersey,  on  the  ground 
of  police  testimony  which  put  unconnected 
phrases  like  "the  overthrow  of  the  govern- 
ment," "Fight  the  police,"  "We  want  our 
demands  here  same  as  they  have  in  Rus- 
sia," and  "Now  is  the  time"  into  the 
mouths  of  the  defendants. 

Three  of  the  nine  have  already  been 
tried  separately  in  three  of  the  most  bra- 
zen railroading  trials  held  in  the  East,  and 
found  guilty  by  a  business  men's  jury. 
Judge  Van  Riper,  who  would  not  permit 
the  defense  witnesses  to  testify  in  two  of 
the  three  trials  because  they  did  not  be- 
lieve in  god,  and  who  upheld  Prosecutor 
Fisch  in  his  venomous  broadside  against 
the  workers,  was  forced  to  render  lighter 
sentences  than  were  originally  intended,  by 
the  mass  attention  the  trial  was  receiving 
and  the  courageous  bearing  of  the  defend- 
ants in  court.  He  sentenced  Flaiani  and 
Levine  to  two  years  of  probation  and  sus- 
pended the  sentence  against  Graham.  Hut 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  reaction,  just 
as  he  had  done  in   refusing  the   witnesses 


to  affirm  instead  of  swearing  on  the  bible, 
he  introduced  into  Newark  a  police  spying 
system  common  in  fascist  Italy  —  Flaiani 
and  Levine  arc  to  report  to  the  police  sta- 
tion every  week  and  pay  one  dollar  fine 
a  week  during  the  period  of  their  proba- 
tion. These  trials,  in  the  method  of  rail- 
roading used,  their  exposure  of  police  spy- 
ing, and  in  the  new  system  of  police  regis- 
tration arising  from  them,  will  go  down 
as  marking  the  beginnings  of  a  distinct 
government  fascist  apparatus  in  the  East 
against  militant  workers. 

In  Newark  unemployment  has  reached 
the  highest  peak  ever  felt  in  the  city.  The 
workers  are  feeling  the  heavy  burden  of 
the  increasing  speed-up,  and  the  Ford  plant 
at  Kearney  has  announced  a  shut-down, 
which  means  that  thousands  more  will  be 
thrown  into  the  streets,  to  swell  the  huge 
army  of  the  unemployed.  To  stop  this 
developing  struggle  an  intricate  system  ol 
spying  has  been  set  up  by  the  police  to 
haunt  the  lives  of  the  workers.  This  fact 
was  made  evident  by  police  testimon)  dur- 
ing the  trial. 

Newark  is  just  part  of  the  pan.:  I 
trial  is  an  internationa]  trial.  Through  it 
the  rights  of  the  workers  to  picket,  to  or- 
ganize, to  fight  against  unemployment, 
against  speed-up  and  for  the  defense  of  the 
Soviet    Union,  are  attacked. 

The  testimony  of  Comrade  Flaiani  in 
the  courtroom  was  a  challenge  oi  the 
fighting  working  class  to  the  bosses  and 
government.  For  this  reason  the  right  to 
testiiv  was  denied  those  workers  who  were 
present  at  the  unemployment  meet:: 
which  Flaiani  spoke.  Again,  when  sen- 
tenced by  fudge  Nan  Riper  on  Jun 
Flaiani    arose    to   denounce    the    capitalist 

Court.         He     was    sentenced     bj      the     same 


judge  to  ten  da\s  in  jail  for  contempt  of 
court. 

"God"  was  called  to  the  aid  of  the 
bosses.  The  same  god  who  is  called  upon 
to  bless  the  electric  chair  threatening  the 
six  comrades  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  that 
blesses  the  murderous  lynch  mobs  which 
burn  Negro  workers  in  the  South, 
called  upon  by  Prosecutor  Fisch  to  o 
the  nine  workers  in  Newark.  The  defense 
did  not  have  but  one  witness  testify  be- 
cause the  defense  witnesses  did  not  believe 
in  god.  Prosecutor  Fisch,  upheld  by  Judge 
Van  Riper,  would  not  recognize  consci- 
entious scruples  because  of  a  disbelief  in 
god.  "Any  kind  of  a  God,"  he  said.  "Hut 
jrou  must  believe  in  some  (r 

The  trial  will  continue.  The  remaining 
six  workers  will  again  face  this  god-tear- 
ing bosses'  court  on  June  23. 

The   International   Labor    Defense    will 
go  to  the  limit  to  keep  these  workers  out 
of  jail  and  calls  upon  the   workers   to  de- 
mand  their   release.      Only   through 
demands  and  pressure  can  tins  be  done. 

■ 

MOONJ  i     \\I>  BILLINGS  S  r  ART 

15th  YEAR  IN  I'RlM  IN 

It    was    m   July    27,    1911  Tom 

Moonej  and  Warren  Bill  in  thrust 

into  jail  by  the  power  and  public  utility 
interests  ol  California  to  answer  for  their 
union  acth  ties.      I  sequent  * 

tion — for  the  alleged  throw  bomb 

in    the   San    Fl 

of  Jul)  22,  1916  ne-up 

in  American  laboi  history.     In  spite  o\  the 
conclusive  evidence  proving  their  inno 
of  the  bombin  nil   remain   in  the 

penitential 

.'    w;,L    protest    n 
ment  will  finally  attain  I 
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On  the  Soviet 


(Right)  The  Commissariat 
of  Education  distributing 
literature  at  the  Collective 
Farm  Lopatinka  in  the  Salsk 
district. 

(Below)  Poster  on  collective 
farm  building.  It  reads:  "For 
a  permanent  union  of  the 
working  class  and  the  -poor- 
middle  -peasantry." 


(Above)  Stacks  of  purified  seed  ready 
for  sowing.  This  seed  is  purified  and 
distributed  by  the  Commissariat  of 
Agriculture. 

(Below)  Peasants  of  Uzbekistan,  mem- 
bers of  the  collective  farm  "Stalin," 
consisting  of  275  households,  studying 
the  met  hanict  of  a  cotton  drill  in  a 
school  for  the  elimination  of  agrono- 
mic, il  illiteracy. 
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Photo     i'a 
The  "poor  w/iite"  farmer  cms  his 

Apologists  of  capitalism  have  gone  to  con- 
sitierable  trouble  to  invent  a  fellow  that 
they  call  ,i  "typical  farmer,"  having  .it  least  16(1 
acres  of  land,  waving  fields  of  corn  or  snowy 
fields  of  cotton  (cither  one  sounds  darned 
poetic!  I,  fat  herds,  Bocks  of  poultry,  dozens  of 
shoats  still  wearing  the  hams  he  "ill  cure  in  the 
old  smoke-house,  a  silo,  an  auto,  a  radio,  a 
couple  of  old  oaken  buckets,  a  paternal  beard 
and   not   a   ran-    in   tin-   world. 

True,  there  are  a  few,  but  tin-  species  is  dying 
out.  Since  the  permanent  agrarian  crisis  began 
in  192i>,  they  have  been  swarming  to  the  cities. 
The  character  of  this  migration,  however,  is 
also  interesting  It  is  the  young  folks  of  the 
farmers  who  make  up  the  big  bulk  of  the  migra- 
tion, of  course  not  all,  but  in  a  very  large  part. 
They  come  because  tin'  crisis  his  been  unloaded 
by  their  dads  upon  them  in  the  form  of  unpaid 
labor,  where  before  they  had  some  prospect  of 
|iay,  perhaps,  or  at  hist  of  an  education  by 
being  "sent  away  to  school,"  etc.  Also,  they 
were  tempted  by  the  wages,  damned  poor  though 
they  arc,  of  the  factories  and  mills  in  the 
towns,  that  sprung  up  and  boomed  during  the 
years  of  expansion  and  "prosperity" — tor  the  big 
capitalists. 

Leaving     these     proletariani/ed     fanners     and 
youth  to  tile  tender  mercies  of   tin    factor]    1' 
about    which    all    readers    know,    let    us    see    what 
the  conditions  on  the  farms  are  t, 

Even    in   the   "com   belt,"   wh  typical 

farmer"  was  must  plentiful,  tin-  farmer  who  is 
not  a  "boss  farmer,"  a  farmer-capitalist,  who 
has  to  wink  the  land  (mind  I  :-a\  "tin  "  land, 
not  "his"  land,  since  renters  and  mortg 
make  up  about  75$  of  .ill  farmers  and  neither 
can  lie  said  to  "own"  the  land  the)  work)  him- 
self, is  far  from  enjoying  the 
tur.-d  In   the  capitalist  apologists  a-  given    ibove. 

One  capitalist  writer,  who  gets  alarmed  at  the 


i  ..ii. Inn. ns,  -i\s  that  +••  per 
cent  ot  tin  farmers  ai  ter- 
ribly,    miserably     poor,     that 

"moderatelj   ] r," 

and    onl\      I 

along."      II 

great    part    of    the    6 
the  "terribly,  miserably   i 

are  in  tin-  Southern  it 

I  i  -,v  woi  ki  i  of  the  North, 
even  -.t  thos  nl  -  ted  in 
such  affairs,  such  .is  th.  Com- 
munists, real;.  ie.lt 
mor.i-s  ..t  misery  and  degra- 
dation into  which  is  sunk  the 
mill)  illa- 
tion   ot    tin-    South. 

the   "share  cro| 
In    tin-  hundreds  of  thousands 
live,  no,  thej  i  ■  evel 

onlj  i  Intl.-  i!».\.  tin-  drab 
and  hopeless  starvation  stan- 
dard ot  tin-  I  hup -s.  .mil  In- 
dian peasant.  Certainly  om 
who  has  seen  both,  will  say 
that  even  the  Russian  peasant 
in  the  ,la\s  of  Czardom  was 
■]..'  u.i\s  better  off  than 
the  Negro  share-croppers  ,ir 
even  the  "po..r  white"  crop- 
pers and  tenants  of  the  South. 
The  agrarian  crisis  grows 
always  worse.  I  In  t. inner 
who  produces  for  the  world 
market,  who  is  not  any  longer 
a  self-sufficing  fanner,  but 
who  has  been  brought  whether 
he  knows  it  or  not  into  the 
commodity  production  system 
of  capitalist  imperialism,  is  at  the  mere)  of 
nuance  capital  against  which  he  cannot  tight  at 
all  effectively,  unless  he  allies  himself  with  the 
working  proletariat.  Ninety  per  cent  ot 
all  papers  the  farmer  reads  are  filled  with  prop- 
aganda against   him   making  this  alliance. 

"  I  In-  farmer  is  told  that  the  "high  wages' 
of   the  city  workers   is   the    reason   he   is  poor,   all 
sorts  of  catch-words  are   invented   to  make  him 
think  that  tin-  working  class  is  to  blame.     Ii 
pumped    full    of    respect    for    law— though    its 
visible   representative,  the  sheriff,   is  pa 
from     his     taxes     only     to     foreclose     mortgages 
against  him  in  behalf  of  the  bankers. 

The  small   town   lawyer,   doctor,   merchant   an.'. 


in^     i  uill.-w  a  \ 

hay. 


him   in   I 
to  "run  ou; 
But  ti 
a  time  from  a  ■ 

and    i  ,i    his 

should 

I 
Union   nun  |       J,' 

the    American    farm.  I 

.  In-  will  1 
'"  J  revolution  ■ 
gr.-s-iN,  n,    hut    ,,n    h  ■ 
"ii"''-  .illy    with    al! 

tarn 

■ 
organize  their  tight    i,T  i- 

and    strike,    just  .    j, — 

ing  en  in. i  •  all. 

I  he)   must  fig] 
revolutionary  way — all  t.. 
until   redi 
Likewise,  thej   must  figl  ■ 
form    of    banditry    which 

•••   pa\    tin     u-ur.-rs   and 
n   and    for 
In    a    world    market    in    which    distribution   of 
products   is   all    in    the   hands  ,,j 
and  even  thej    cannot   organize  it — the  a 
tive   organization    is   not    the   remedy   and   it    is, 
furthermore,  captured  by  6i 
a    revolutionary   fight    is   tl 
improvement,   and   this  cannot    i 
clos     alliance    with    the    working    da 
tionary  organizations.     And  this  implies  that  the 
•  irmers  must   also — since   they,  too,  can   re- 
ceive permanent  benefit  only  after  capital 
overthrow)) — join   with   tin-  revolutionary 
ers  to  help  do  the  job. 

■ 

HELD  ink   MUSSOLINI 

(iun I..     Serio,    a     nu-mber    of    tl„-    i 
''  irr,s„.,|   .„   an    unemployment 

mg   at    Erie,    Pa.,   on    Maj     II,  ,  „,   ,iR. 

testimon5     ot     an     Italian     policeman. 
stool-pigeon     for    the     Italian    Consul   - 
'u,w  being  held  under   ■ 

Italy,    a-    an    "undesirable    al 
is  a    political    refugee    from    [talj    .,n,! 
known    Italian    labor    leader    in    tins   country   and 
as    a    powerful    anti-fascist,    tl 
Government    is    anxious    to    turn    him    o\ 
Mussolini     for    "treatment."        !  |,      |[ 
fighting  his  deportation   and   for   h  - 


Many  Negro   tenant  farmers    use   oxen    lor  flowing 
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fugees  from  North- 
i  China,  trying  to 
ape  from  both 
tang  Kai-shek  and 
Northern  Alliance. 


FIVE  years  ago,  following  the  May 
30th  massacre  at  Shanghai,  the 
weight  of  imperialist  oppression  in 
China  was  shaken  by  a  revolutionary 
thunderstorm  that  focussed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  whole  world.  Imperialism 
tried  to  meet  this  terrific  storm  head  on, 
and  failed.  Proud  resistance  gave  way 
to  maneuvering.  The  Koumintang 
generals  and  bourgeois  leaders — the 
Chiang  Kai  Sheks,  Feng  Yu  Hsiangs, 
Wang  Ching  Weis,  Sun  Fos  and  T. 
V.  Soongs — who  had  put  themselves 
forward   as   the   heads   of   the   revolu- 


THE  STRUGGLE 


By  Mande 

tionary  movement  were  much  more  appalled  by  the  privilege-levelling  demands  of 
the  workers  and  peasants  in  their  own  ranks  than  they  were  by  the  foreign  exploiters. 
They  betrayed  the  movement  cynically,  came  to  terms  with  the  imperialists  and 
Chiang  Kai  Shek's  so-called  Nationalist  Government  was  set  up  as  a  bulwark  of  the 
imperialist  powers.  But  this  bastard  capitalist  regime  could  achieve  no  stability  in 
China. 

The  Kuomintang  leaders  had  not  made  the  revolution.  They  could  injure  it, 
they  could  force  it  into  fresh  sacrifices,  but  they  could  not  stop  it.  Today  it  is  more 
apparent  than  ever  that  the  movement  of  workers  and  peasants  is  inconquerable. 
A  congress  of  Chinese  Soviets  has  just  been  held,  and  we  read  in  the  New  York 
Times  of  June  19th  that  "the  Communist  menace  in  the  Yangtse  Valley  over- 
shadows even  the  challenge  to  Nanking's  authority  by  the  Northerners." 

Now  India,  which  for  generation  has  agonized  under  British  oppression,  is 
straining  to  be  free.  India  and  China  together  make  up  one-third  of  the  population 
of  the  earth.  That  these  teeming  millions  should  be  obliged  to  struggle  against 
colonial  and  semi-colonial  slavery  is  a  commentary  on  the  humanizing  claims  of 
Twentieth  Century  capitalism.  The  gigantic  forces  that  their  struggle  bring  into 
play  make  it  a  challenge  to  the  entire  structure  of  world  imperialism,  and  an  inspir- 
ation to  the  oppressed  masses  everywhere. 

The  causes  that  produced  the  upheaval  in  India  are :  the  growing  impoverishment 
of  the  people,  of  the  peasantry,  workers,  petty-bourgeoisie.  As  in  China,  the  re- 
volutionary force  was  set  in  motion  by  a  scries  of  labor  struggles — primarily  the 
railway  and  textile  workers.  The  movement  is  not  the  creation  of  Mahatma 
Gandhi  or  the  Indian  National  Congress.  The  upper-caste  Congress  leaders,  Gandhi 
among  them,  for  many  years  had  refused  even  to  declare  themselves  in  favor  of 
India's  independence,  and  it  was  only  after  menacing  popular  demonstrations  in 
front  of  the  Congress  meeting  place  that  it  passed  the  independence  resolution  in 
December  of  last  year. 

Swept  along  by  the  popular  movement,  Gandhi  and  his  friends  have  been 
obliged  regretfully  to  take  up  a  more  and  more  extreme  position.  Thanks  to  their 
talent  for  adaptability  they  have  managed  to  retain  a  high  degree  of  prestige  among 
the  Indian  masses,  which  is  still  further  enhanced  as  a  result  of  their  imprisonment 
by  British  imperialism.  But  are  these  the  true  leaders  of  a  revolution  which  must 
drive  the  British  out  of  India,  and  which  obviously  must  confront  the  British  vassals 

Child  weavers  at  Sholapur,  India.  They  get  from   10  to  20  cents\ 
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in  India,  the  native  princes,  the  big  landowners,  the  usurers  and  ;ill  the  bem 
of  exploitation? 

One  does  not  need  the  dread  lesson  of  the  Chinese  events  to  answer  that  ques- 
tion. The  Indian  National  Congress  has  a  long  record  of  betrayal  behind  it.  As  for 
Gandhi  himself,  this  is  not  the  first  time  that  he  has  appeared  prominently  on  the 
Indian  political  scene.  In  1921  he  turned  suddenly  upon  a  promising  movement  in 
whose  leadership  he  had  figured,  and  helped  to  demoralize  it  precisely  when  it  was 
reaching  a  culmination.  His  present  attitude  does  not  inspire  confidence  that  he 
will  be  more  dependable  in  the  future.  What  is  the  effect  of  his  repeated  denun- 
ciation of  all  armed  movements  against  the  British?  Quite  simply  to  play  into  the 
hands  of  British  imperialism.  He  strives  to  prevent  the  development  of  the  very 
revolutions  in  whose  name  he  speaks.  Meantime,  he  diverts  attention  from  the 
central  issue  of  overthrowing  British  rule,  by  suggesting  obscurantist  interpretations 
as  to  the  meaning  of  Civil  Disobedience,  by  raising  the  question  of  prohibition  of 
intoxicating  liquor,  etc. 

The  British  do  not  fear  Gandhi,  even  though  the)'  have  been  constrained  to 
put  him  in  jail.  In  fact  a  reading  of  the  British  capitalist  press  gives  one  the  un- 
mistakable impression  that  they  are  counting  on  him  to  put  through  a  "conciliation" 
Agreement  at  the  proper  rime.  They  fear  such  things  as  the  attack  on  the  arsenal 
at  Chittagong,  as  the  mass  insurrectionary  outbursts  at  Sholapur  and  Peshawar,  as 
the  growing  "Red  Shirt"  organizations  among  the  peasantry  and  the  general  strike 
movement  among  the  workers.  The  repressive  tactics  employed  against  the  workers' 
and  peasants'  movements  have  been  literally  murderous. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  evidence  of  something  lacking  in  the  Indian 
revolutionary  upsurge,  noth withstanding  its  inspiring  progress  up  to  now.  One 
misses  a  certain  unifying  element,  a  center  of  operations,  conscious  delineation  of 
the  line  of  advance  and  an  integration  of  practical  fighting  forces.  Of  course  re- 
volution must  be  looked  upon  as  a  process,  even  though  the  process  is  compressed  into 
relatively  short,  violent  stages,  and  these  shortcomings  doubtless  will  be  overcome 
in  due  course.  That  they  cannot  be  entirely  overcome  so  long  as  the  Gandhi  banner 
is  not  discredited  among  the  Indian  masses  goes  without  saying.  Something  more 
is  plainly  necessary,  however:  the  development  of  a  fairly  strong  Communist  Party. 

In  China,  where  there  is  an  experienced  Communist  Party  which  has  gained 
influence  over  broad  masses  of  workers  and  peasants,  the  revolution  is  at  a  much  more 

advanced  stage.     However,  the  Indian  revolution  will  mature  at  a  quicker 

tempo  than  was  required  in  China.  Out  of  the  present  ferment  will  spring 
a  Communist  Party  bound  at  the  outset  by  ties  oi  ^ti  uggle  to  the  Indian  mass- 
es. The  proximity  of  India  to  China  is  of  the  gi  nficance.  A  suc- 
cessful movement  in  one  of  these  countries  would  of  course  he  of  immediate 
assistance  to  the  developing  movement  in  the  other.  The  liberation  oi  China 
and  India  would  mean  the  downfall  of  world  imperialism. 


Photo:  Ewing  Galloway 
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(The  following  is  the  speech  of  Robert  Mi- 
nor in  the  courtroom  before  he,  Win.  Z.  Fos- 
ter, Israel  A  inter,  Harry  Raymond  and  Jo- 
seph Leston,  New  York  unemployment  dele- 
gation, were  sentence,!.  This  speech  was  of- 
ten interrupted  and  Minor  was  not  permitted  to 
<  onclude.) 

WE  should  not  lie  sentenced  today  for 
the  following  reasons:  We  five 
defendants  were  arrested  when  we  ap- 
peared at  the  City  Hall  with  a  petition 
to  present  to  the  City  Government.  We 
were    arrested    while    serving    as    a    com- 


mittee, elected  by  the  unemployed  work- 
ers in  New  York,  to  petition  the  City 
Government    for   unemployed  relief. 

The  verdict  that  was  rendered  in  this 
case  should  not  result  in  a  sentence  of 
these  defendants  for  the  reason  that  this 
verdict  is  a  political  verdict  rendered  as 
a  part  of  the  effort  to  solve  the  unem- 
ployment question  by  means  of  suppressing 
the  unemployed  workers.  It  is  like  all 
the  other  means  of  capitalist  agencies  to 
meet  the  unemployment  problem.  This 
effort  is  one,  not  to  relieve  the  condition 
of  the  unemployed,  but  to  suppress  the 
protest  of  unemployed  and  other  workers. 

By  the  rendering  of  the  verdict  in  this 
Court  we  see  one  instance  of  many  in- 
stances wherein  the  ruling  class  of  this 
country  endeavors  to  pass  over  the  econo- 
mic crisis  at  the  expense  of  the  working 
class  and   to   prevent  any   protest. 

The  case  hinges  around  the  effort  of 
the  Chief  of  Police — I  mean  the  "Com- 
missioner of  Police"  —  to  deprive  the 
workers,  while  in  great  distress — a  half 
million  and  more  being  unemployed  in 
New  York — of  the  right  of  citizenship 
to  use  the  public  streets  and  the  public 
squares  as  any  other  body  would  be  per- 
mitted to  use  these  streets. 

In  order  to  railroad  these  defendants 
to  jail,  not  as  individuals  but  as  represent- 
atives of  this  movement,  their  constitu- 
tional rights,  so-called,  have  been  abol- 
ished. Such  rights  are  only  for  the  Do- 
henys,  for  the  rich  grafters,  for  the  cap- 
italist  masters   of   this   country. 

We  were  denied  bail,  in  defiance  of 
the  constitution,  and  this  court  was  glad 
to  see  bail  denied;  it  did  not  raise  its  voice. 

We, were  denied  a  trial  by  jury,  which 
this  court  participated  in  denying  us.  The 
deliberate  political  purpose  of  denying  to 
us  a  Jury  trial  was  to  prevent  the  issues, 
which    were    really    involved   in   the   trial, 


New    York    Demonstration,    March    Sixth 

from   becoming  public,   from   being  made 
a  public  issue. 

We  were  even  denied  in  this  Court 
the  right  to  present  our  evidence  for  the 
defense,  after  the  "people"  had  presented 
a  case  which  was  obviously  and  carefully 
cooked  up  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
bringing  out  the  truth.  .  .  . 

We  call  this  capitalist  justice.  This 
court,  in  sentencing  us  today,  is  giving 
such  an  example  of  capitalist  class  justice. 
We  were  tried  here,  in  fact,  not  only 
for  the  demonstration  of  the  unemployed 
workers  of  the  Sixth  of  March,  but,  as 
was  obvious  in  the  conduct  of  the  court 
and  of  the  District  Attorney,  we  were 
also  tried  for  the  coming  event,  of  the 
demonstration  of  the  New  York  workers 
on  May  1,  which  will  be  much  bigger.  .  .  . 

I  will  say  that  the  District  Attorney's 
office,  engaged  in  this  prosecution,  showed 
itself  bound  to  conviction,  asolutely  re- 
gardless of  any   evidence   whatsoever. 

It  is  common  knowledge  in  New  York 
that  District  Attorney  Crain  represents 
the  most  corrupt  political  machine  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States,  and  he,  by 
his  subordinates  here  in  this  court,  con- 
ducted the  case  upon  that  basis.  The  Dis- 
trict Attorney  has  stated  publicly,  after 
the  trial,  that  this  conviction  was  the  most 
important  victory  of  the  year,  a  victory 
for  whom?   Crain's  masters!   .  .  . 

In  this  room,  in  the  court  room,  we 
heard  one  of  the  judges  of  this  court 
render  a  verdict  of  guilty  after  the  evid- 
ence had  been  heard — or  what  was  al- 
lowed to  come  in  had  been  heard — we 
heard  the  court,  one  of  the  judges,  render 
the  verdict  of  guilty  without  consultation 
with  the  other  two  judges,  after  the  case 
was  closed.  That  was  obvious,  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  verdict  was  prearranged  be- 
fore the  trial  proceeded.  .  .  . 
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THROUGHOUT  nine  countries  in  the  An- 
tilles and  Central  America  the  United  Fruit 
Co.)  one  of  the  most  hated  tentacle  of  American 
imperialism  is  called  "The  Company,"  and  the 
huge  industry  which  it  controls:  "Green  Gold." 
In  other  Latin  American  countries  American  im- 
perialism exerts  its  control,  and  carries  on  its 
criminal  exploitation  under  a  varied  collection 
ot  masks,  hut  "The  Company"  has  no  inter- 
mediaries, no  native  lackeys  with  whom  to  cover 
up  their  crimes.  In  the  region  where  it  has 
its  plantation  it  rules,  in  some  places,  as  in 
Honduras  where  bananas  are  80%  of  its  foreign 
exports,  the  capitol  is  located  where  the  Central 
i  "t  ■  E  of  the  United  Fruit  Company  is  located. 

On  December  31,  1928,  "The  Company"  had 
a  capital  stock  and  surplus  of  $181,029,000. 
Among-  its  fixed  assets  there  were:  total  improved 
acreage  of  405,773;  1,6+2  miles  of  railways; 
600  miles  of  tramways;  sugar  mills;  steamship 
lines.  The  total  export  of  bananas  in  1928 
was  71,666,426  bundles  with  a  fixed  value  of 
$58,438,000.  These  figures  cover  seven  coun- 
tries: Honduras,  Guatemala,  Costa  Rica,  Nicar- 
agua, Panama,  Jamaica,  Colombia  and  Cuba, 
where  it  exploits  92,047   acres  of  sugar  land. 

Honduras  is  the  best  example  of  how  the 
"blessings"  of  imperialism  transform  the  economy 
ot  a  country,  and  make  it  fully  dependent  on 
a  Singh-  industry.  This  country  is  wholly  de- 
pendent on  the  exploitation  of  bananas,  80% 
oi  its  commerce  is  banana,  the  national  pupp  I 
government  lives  in  the  capital  (Tegucigalpa), 
but  the  ruling  power  is  in  IV1. l,  where  the 
United  Fruit  Company  has  its  main  other. 
lurnty  years  ago  it  was  a  country  dependent 
on  agriculture  for  its  life,  but  it  was  a  varied 
dependence  cofl  e,  cattle,  bananas,  ivory  nuts, 
wood,  etc.  These  industries  were  the  property 
of  big  landowners  who  exploited  the  worker: 
as  much  as  "The  Company,"  but  th.    charactei 

"t     the    industries    did    not    make    the    lot    of    the 

workers  as  miserable  as  the  present  mechanized 
and  centralized  exploitation  ot  bananas,  I 
was  a  large  number  of  small  peasants,  which 
the  compan)  has  transformed  into  peons.  On  a 
coffee  plantation  where  there  was  an  abundance 
of    uncultivated    land,    the    workers    had    patches 


of  land  where  they  could  grow  some  com,  raise 
a  tew  chickens  and  pigs,  but  today  the  only 
difference  between  mining  camp  in  Pennsylvania 
and  the  United  Fruit  Company  plantations,  is 
that  in  Pennsylvania  they  "have  no  bananas,"  nor 
malaria    fever. 

This  huge  industry  has  under  its  sway  about 
150,000  workers  herded  in  malaria-infected 
shacks  living  under  conditions  of  scmi-sl 
because  blacklisting  by  "The  Company"  makes 
it  impossible  for  you  to  get  even  a  house  in 
which  to  starve.  The  workers  live  in  shacks  in 
the  most  congested  manner,  contagious  di 
are  the  property  of  all.  The  main  task  of  the 
company  doctors  is  to  keep  the  workers'  hospital. 
It  is  the  hardest  thing  to  get  into  the  hospital, 
and  the  doctor's  job  is  to  see  they  do  not  re- 
main there  long.  All  sickness  is  treated  with 
big  doses  of  quinine,  because  they  take  for 
granted  that  the  sickness  is  malaria,  otherwise 
they  get  detestable  laxants.  A  worker  came  to  the 
dispensary  one  day  with  a  fish  bone  in  his  throat 
and  the  "doctor"  was  going  to  treat  him  with 
quinine,  He  had  to  wait  one  day  and  walk 
miles  to  have  it  out. 

Wages  vary  according  to  work,  but  nevet 
exceed  more  than  }  1.50  a  day.  Every  kin. I  of 
work  has  a  different  form  of  payment  to  make 
it  harder  for  the  workers  to  work  out  uniform 
demands.  Those  who  dig  for  irrigation  get 
pay  by  cubic   meter,  ami   it   is  the  Contractor  who 

does  the  measuring;  I lad  building  the  workers 

are    paid    by    the    square    meter;    the    cutter    and 
loaders    per    each    bunch.        The    companv     onlv 
deals   with   workers   when    it    comes   to   payment, 
in    all    other    activities    the    contractor    ai 
intermediary. 

Payments  .one  once  a  month.  This  is  done 
in  ordi  the  work  loans  from 

the  company,  which  are  made  in  company 
Coupons,  which  are  accepted  only  in  the  companv 

and   which   further  reduce  the   wa| 
tin-  workers,     But  thi    company  has  many  other 

nicks:  the  smallest  coupon  is  two  dollars,  and 
il  take  two  days  to  make  that  much,  so  the 
skilled     Contractor     is    there    to    see    that     work     is 

di  tributed   in  such  a   manner  that  the   workers 

do  not   make  th.it  much   in  a  day,   toi    which  they 


Collecting   bananas   on   the    United   Fruit   Corn- 
fan  v  plantation  in  Costa  Rua 

cannot  even  be  paid  for  in  a  coupon  at  ti 
of   the   month.      Any    worker   who   dares  demand 
in   in   money   before   pay  day   is  blacklisted 
tor   three   months. 

\    v. tv    In-     nun  bei      •     \  have  been 

in   to    work    in    the-e    large    "banao 
tories."       This    large    immigrat  :     Negroes 

two  purposes:  it  delays  the  organ 
of  the  workers  because  the  Negro  workers  arc 
from  Jamaica  and  do  not  know  Spanish.  The 
company  creates  intense  prejudices  among  the 
native  workers  giving  the  Negro  workers  I 
privileges  such  as  the  newest  shacks,  and  if  there 
happen  to  be  any  shacks  with  mosquito  netting, 
they  go  to  the  Negro  worker,  foremen,  con- 
tractor. The  best  paid  jobs  go  to  the  most  servile 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Negro  who 
is  better  adapted  to  the  work  set  the  tempo  of 
exploitation,  speeding  up  the  native  vvori 
the  point  of  exhaustion.  This  is  particularly 
acute  in  the  loading  of  steamers  which  is  done 
with  a  conveyor,  and  the  working  day  is  measured 
by    the    number    of    hours    it    tak  id    the 

ship,     which     is     never    below     sixteen     hours    of 
steady    work. 

The    labor    movement    is    limited    to    the 
industries  in  the  towns.     Communist   P 
in  their  infancies  handicap] 

composition  without   anj    n  th  the 

workers    in    tin-    imperialist    en:  d    the 

agricultural    vvori.  r.il. 

The     American     revolutionary     movement 
tremendous    obligatioi  The 

task    is    is   made    easier   by    the    fact    that    in    these 
regions  there  is  .i  I 

Hon    ami    the    work    must    be    carried    on    simul- 
taneously   in    English    and    S  I 
Pi  i  1  ND1  K   :                                 ■   hv    the   H 
even  in  places  where  ' 

it  kick  out  of  the  man)  inl 
An  efl 
ature  will  not  only  h 

■ 
growth    of    the 

States. 
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South 


Grate  lumpAi- 


WESLEY,  a  grizzled  mill  hand  sat  by  a 
neighbor's  fire  on  a  Saturday  afternoon. 
He  was  working  only  three  day  a  week,  and 
admitted  that  the  job  might  not  last.  People 
were  going  into  the  bread  line,  but  as  for 
himself,  he  says,  he  won't  beg  charity. 

"When  my  children,"  he  says,  "Tell  me,  'I 
want  some  bread'  and  I  got  no  bread  to  give 
them;  I'll  pick  up  my  gun  and  go  in  a  store 
and  take  what  I  need.  I  got  a  right  to  bread 
and  my  children  got  a  right  to  bread.  It  won't 
be  stealin'.  I'll  take  just  what  we  need.  An' 
I  won't  take  from  the  poor  storekeepers,  I'll 
take  from  the  rich." 


"curtailing,"  working  half  time,  third  time  or 
not  at  all.  Maybe,  after  Jim  had  gone  the 
family  would  go  to  the  country — back  to  the 
mountains. 

Supper 

John's  wife  asked  us  to  come  in  and  get 
some  supper  along  with  the  children.  "We've 
just  got  potatoes,  but  you're  welcome,"  she 
said.  One  of  the  neighbors,  a  tall  gaunt  man 
refused.  "I  figure,"  he  said,  "Now  I  ain't 
got  a  job  I  don't  have  to  eat  so  much." 

The  five  children  went  into  the  kitchen  to 
eat.  Everyone  else  stayed  in  the  bedroom. 
Someone  spoke  up.  "If  I  can  get  the  money 
1*11  take  my  family  up  where  hoot  owls  are 
alarm  clocks.     It's  better  in  the  mountains." 


The  typical  shack  of  the  Negro  worker  of  the 

South.    The   "homes"   of   the  white  workers  are 

hardly  any  better. 

Union 
Jim  struck  with  the  N.  T.  W.  Union.  He 
already  had  one  lung  gone  from  his  long  years 
in  the  mill.  The  Bosses  put  him  in  jail  and 
kept  him  there.  When  he  came  out  of  jail  the 
other  lung  was  almost  gone.  He  lay  on  his  bed 
in  the  front  room  of  the  house,  a  folded  towel 
across  his  eyes.  The  doctor  had  given  him 
something  to  make  him  "sleep."  His  wife  and 
children  sat  around  the  fire.  The  tubercular 
two  year  old  child  sat  in  its  mother's  lap  and 
cried.     But  the  cries  did  not  wake  Jim  over  on 


These  children,  bom  of  tubercular  parents,  also 

have  T.  B.  Their  father  works  16  hours  a  day  in 

a    foundry    and    has    contracted    lead    poisoning. 

They  live  in  Rome,  Georgia. 

City 

In  the  city  there  was  a  three  day  drive  for 
the  Associated  Charities.  Mellow-voiced  speak- 
ers appealed  to  "those  who  sit  in  comfortable 
homes"  to  give  to  the  poor.  Loud  speakers 
carried  the  appeal  into  the  streets.  "Twenty- 
one  families  evicted  today,"  the  voices  said. 
"Eighty-five  yesterday.     How  many  tomorrow?" 

At  the  public  charities  building  a  long  line 
waited  to  receive  cracker  crumbs,  stale  bread 
and  cabbages  donated  by  the  merchants  of  the 
city. 


HI 


On  the  picket  line  at  Elizabethton,   'Venn,  where 

the  slaves  of  "Happy  Valley"  struck  against  the 

rayon  barons. 

the  bed.  He  was  too  far  gone.  A  few  days 
before,  someone  said,  he  had  been  strong  enough 
to  talk.  And  part  of  his  talk  had  been  about 
the  union.  He  had  said,  "We've  got  to  keep 
on  witli  the  union."  Now  they  expected  him  to 
die  at  any  time,  lie  was  almost  gone.  And 
no   one   in  the  family  had   a  job.      Mills   were 
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For  the  first  time  in  the  South — Xllth  Anniver- 
sary of  the  Soviet  Union  celebrated  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  with  Negro  workers  invited  to  sit  in 
the  same  hall  as  the  white.  For  carrying  on  t/iese 
activities  6  workers  now  face  the  electric  chair 
in  Atlanta. 


longs  to  a  rich  man  who  lives  in  a  far  away 
city.  Occasionally  he  comes  up  with  a  party 
of  friends  to  fish  in  the  creek  and  to  see  that 
his   overseer    has   collected    all    the    rent    money. 

Last  winter  this  overseer  evicted  six  families 
from  the  shacks  for  non-payment   of  rent. 

The  rich  man  owns  the  mountains  and  the 
coves  that  were  once  the  property  of  the  free 
mountain    people.      Over   Pinnacle   Mountain   up 


The  hovels  of  the  workers  on  the  outskirts  of 

Atlanta,  Georgia.   The  building  towering  in  the 

rear  is  the  new  $5,000,000  city  hall. 

Mountains 
About  thirty  miles  from  a  railroad  in  the 
Great  Smoky  Mountains  there  is  an  abandoned 
lumber  camp.  On  each  side  of  a  winding 
creek  are  shacks  built  by  the  lumber  company 
for  its  workers.  Some  of  these  shacks  are 
empty,  but  many  of  them  are  rented  by  the 
poor  of  the  mountains.  The  mill  work  is  fin- 
ished  and   the   land   for   miles   around   now   be- 
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A  typical  Southern  worker's  shack,  almost  ready 
to  topple  over. 

through  Possum  Cove  Mrs.  McCown  lives  in 
a  two  room  log  cabin.  She  stopped  hoeing  in 
the  garden  to  talk.  "Hit's  bad  here,"  she  said. 
"We  figure  we'd  better  take  the  children  and 
go  to  the  mills." 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  move  away  from 
the  rich  man.  Across  the  range  Andrew  Mel- 
lon has  bought  up  the  mountain  land.  On  this 
side  the  man  from  the  city  owns  everything. 
"Outside"  in  the  mill  villages  the  rich  man 
owns  the  mill.  Play  see-saw.  Go  down  to  the 
village  or  up  to  the  mountains,  whatever  good 
it  will  do.  Anywhere  poor  folks  go  they  find 
the  Boss. 


77/,-  South   becomes    rapidly   industrialized.   Here 

U  a  largt  fertilizer  plant,  one  of  five,  belonging 

to  Armour  &  Co.,  at  Nashville,  Term,  It  employs 

700   Negroes  at  the  worst  kind  of  work. 
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IN  A  TOKIO  DUNGEON 


Ky    A    I 'oRMER    1*KI 


Three    of    the    many    Tokio    conductoresses    on 
strike  listening  to  the  speakers  on  May  Day. 

1WAS  a  second  year  man  when  the  notorious 
student  affair  occurred  in  which  two  or 
three  of  my  classmates  were  involved,  but  the 
incident  was  the  baptism  of  fire  of  the  student 
revolutionary  movement.  The  movement,  sub- 
jected to  persecution,  swept  all  before  it  like  a 
fire.  Tyrannical  pressure  of  the  suspected  stu- 
dents by  the  police  authorities  and  faculties  be- 
came harsher,  and  the  more  rigorous  the  con- 
trol, the  more  fanatical  became  the  resistance. 
The  arrest  and  detention  of  students  were  fre- 
quent, but  cells  in  police  stations  and  prisons 
only  proved  cradles  of  communism.  One  year 
and  a  half  after  the  student  affair,  I  advanced 
from  the  student  social  movement  and  joined  the 
practical  movement,  giving  myself  up  to  the 
propagation  of  communism.  Nearly  one  year 
after  this,  I  was  thrown  into  prison. 

March  15,  1928  at  five  in  the  morning,  when 
I  and  three  others  were  sleeping  in  the  office 
of    a    society    to    which    we    belonged,    we    were 

arrested  by  five  detective  officers  in  plain  clothes 
and  were  taken  to  a  police  station.  The  detec- 
tives searched  the  place  and  seized  three  private 
letters  addressed  to  me.  lust  before  our  leaving, 
one  of  th'  detectives  said  politely  that  we  must 
come  to  the  police  office.  lie  observed  that  we 
h.ul  t.i  be  there  lor  .1  moment,  but  the  moment 

meant  45  days  in  the  police  station  and  one 
year  in  prison. 

On  arrival  at  the  police  station,  we  were 
thrown  into  a  detention  cell  before  examination. 


11  was  familiar.  It  was  a  resort  for  many 
leaders  of  the  labor,  social  and  farming  move- 
ments. 

Its  size  is  nearly  the  same  in  all  police  sta- 
tions— nine  feet  by  eight  feet.  The  ceiling  is 
as  high  as  that  of  Western  houses.  There  is 
only  one  window,  seven  or  eight  feet  from  the 
ground.  The  cell  at  another  police  station 
where  I  was  once  kept  had  no  opening  except 
the  doorway.  "Detention  cells"  is  a  dignified 
name,  but  those  who  know  them  call  them  "buta 
bako"  or  pens   for  keeping 

When  I  was  pushed  in,  I  found  2  3  men 
packed  dose  in  a  small  room.  They  were 
dirty  and  unkempt.  They  were  more  like 
badly  fed  bears  than  human  beings.  The 
cell  smelt  of  dirt  and  sweat  and  was  full 
of  stinking  odor.  In  a  moment  or  two,  I  be- 
gan to  feel  a  strong  nauseating  smell  from  a 
bucket  in  a  corner,  and  it  was  witli  effort  that 
I  kept  from  being  sick.  The  room  was  crowded 
to  overflowing,  but  there  was  space  for  bed-bugs, 
lice  and  fleas.  I  made  a  passage  through  men 
crouching  on  the  floor,  and  seated  myself  with 
my  knee-caps  turned  upwards.  Scarcely  had  I 
sat  on  the  floor  than  I  felt  insects  creep  over  me, 
my  back,  around   my  neck  and   my  arms 

I  remained  in  this  disgusting  place  for  three 
days  and  three  nights.  I  was  taken  out  of 
doors  once  each  day,  neither  for  washing  or 
examination  but  to  comply  with  the  rule  that 
prisoners  must  not  be  kept  after  sunset  next 
day  without  examination.  I  was  taken  from 
the  cell  and  led  from  the  yard  entrance  to  the 
front  door  by  a  detective,  and  thence  back  to 
the  cell  again. 

There  is  another  method  for  the  prolonga- 
tion of  restraint  Arrested  men  are  taken  from 
one  police  station  to  another.  When  I  was  held 
under  restraint  from  March  1 5  to  Mav  2,  I 
was  taken  to  1 5  police  stations.  I  hear  that  it 
takes  more  than  seven  weeks  to  go  the  round 
of  every  police  station  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Board.  Prisoners  .ire 
as  a  rule  allowed  to  wash  their  t  morn- 

ing, but  at  the  police  station    where   I    was  kept 
under   restraint   I   was  not  allowed    to    wash 
once  during  45  days  on   the  excuse  of  too  many 
prisoners. 

The  police  station  to  which  I  wis  first  taken 
was  notorious  for  the  brutal  treatment  of  pris- 
oners. One  of  the  turnkeys  who  was  cavalary 
reservist  was  especially  barbarous  .  He  carried  a 
thick  club  made  of  cherry  wood,  tun  feet  l>>n:;, 
and  with  it  lie  habitually  struck  the  prisoners. 
In  some  cases  a  prisoner  whom  he  disliked  was 
beaten  tor  no  reason  Inn  yawning.  A  man  who 
sit  beside  me  was  struck  with  that  club  on  tin- 
back,  on  tlie  head  and  on  the  limb-,  and  "  1-  it 
list  hound  up  with  heavy  chains  on  the  rharge 
of  resistance,  but  the  charge  was  false,  because 
the  man  only  uttered  .1  leu  words.  lii 
by  no  means  the  worst  cruelty.  In  the  dead  of 
night,  sleepy   in   spite  of   the   lire  and   fleas  and 

tile    .lose,    St. lie    .lir,    we    w  ,   .  .     roused    hv 

the  sudden   noises  of  kicking  and  In 
pain.     Such   incidents  in  prison   life    ire   not   in- 
frequent.    When   the  plaintive  cries  th.it   K 
utter,    when    the)    are    ludlv    treated,    reached    our 

ears    through    thick    doors,    we    felt    our    blond 

tingle    in    our    veins    from    rage,    and    we 
beat   the  door  and   tried    to  break   it    open. 

It   wis  the  remark  of  .m  assistant   1 
ipector,   who     I  imined   me  that  a   month  at   the 
police   cell    was   equivalent    t"   three   months   in 
prison,   but    during    my   subsequent   experience    in 


life  in  the 
•gera- 
tion,  as  a  year  in  the  prison.     .1  :i  my 

treatment   I  suffered  at   the 
police   station    wa  could 

be.     However  hard-hi  irted  a  murd' : 
he   will,   ai 

crimes,    provided     p.tr.t.'it     extendin 
days    1 

covering    87    d.ivs    .il  baroos 

is  life  in  the  "pig  pen." 

What  do  they  do  when  they  examiner  They 
arc  crafty  and  artful,  skilfully  trying  to  trap 
the  suspected  persons,  or  roughly  handling  them 
to  make  thi  Police  men  use  bamboo- 

swords  frequently,  make  suspected  men  hold 
pencils  between  two  or  three  fingers  and  then 
press  their  hands  forcibly,  caus  .   little 

time  intolerable  pain,  or  they  thrust  pieces  of 
bamboo  under  their  rinu'er  nails,  or  sometimes 
tie    them    up    with    chains  11    the 

ceiling  so  that  they  cannot  lie  down.  Com- 
munists were  treated  with  special  harshness. 
When  a  friend  of  mine  came  back  after  exam- 
ination his  face  was  I  that  I  hardly 
recognized  him.  The  next  day  I  was  made  to 
hold  a  pencil  between  my  fingers,  while  my 
hand  was  squeezed  by  a  policeman  with  great 
force.  This  was  repeated  for  four  hours  till 
1            taint. 

These-  facts  are  open  secrets  known  by  every- 
body engaging  in  the  movement,  but  in  no 
case     w  -he     torture 

inflicted   upon   workers  recently. 

The  doubt  comes  across  my  bosom.  I  feel 
like    asking:    who    has    sown    th  I    com- 

munism: 
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voices  orison 


"Liberty"    Drawing    by    Aaron    Lebedimky 

JOE  CARR  IN   FINE  SPIRITS 

Fulton  County  Tower, 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
Received  your  letter  today,  with  the  clipping 
from  The  World,  so  I  thought  I  would  write 
and  let  you  know  I  received  them.  Boy,  that 
sure  is  a  good  picture  of  the  Tower.  You  say 
you  got  a  letter  from  home?  Well,  I  was  get- 
ting mail  from  home  every  other  day,  up  till 
last  week.  I  do  not  know  what  is  wrong  now; 
maybe    the    officials    here    will    not    let    me    have 

Well,  comrade,  I  am  feeling  fine,  never  felt 
better  in  my  life,  although  I  think  I  would 
feel  better  if  I  were  on  the  outside  taking  part 
in   the   class   struggle. 

I  send  my  thanks  to  the  ILD  for  helping  my 
family,  for  I  do  not  know  what  they  would  do 
if  it  were  not  for  the  ILD,  as  my  dad  is  not 
able  to  work,  and  my  sister  is  only  making  ten 
or  twelve  dollars  a  week,  and  there  are  nine 
children  at  home  and  my  dad  and  mother,  so 
you  can  sec  that  they  could  not  live  if  it  were 
not  for  the  ILD. 

Well,  comrade,  not  much  to  write  about  in 
here,  so  will   close,  with   regards  to  all. 

Long  live  the  ILD! 

Joe  Carr. 


Enclosed  find  receipt  signed  for  five  dollars 
received  by  me  for  the  month  of  May.  I  also 
wish  to  thank  everyone  for  helping  the  I.L.D. 
with  this  fund.  Mother  also  sent  me  word  th.it 
she  had  received  a  check  from  you,  and  asked 
mi  t,,  write  you  her  thanks.  By  the  newspapers 
I  havi  noticed  that  the  Ohio  Supreme  Court 
has  reversed  the  decision  in  the  conviction  of 
tli,.,  of  i-nir  members.  There  is  no  finer  way 
to  tell  labor  you  are  on  the  job  at  all  times. 

John  J.  Cornflison. 


FROM   THE  ANTHRACITE 

Pittston,    Pa. 

Mrs.  Mary  Bonita  wrote  to  me  and  asked 
if  I  would  aswer  the  letter  send  her.  She  is 
a  depender  of  the  Labor  Defense  because  her 
man  is  at  the  Eastern  penitentiary  at  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  for  having  shot  and  killed  Frank 
Agati,  a  contractor  in  the  Pennsylvania  coal 
company  mine  in  Pittston  more  than  two  years 
ago.  He  had  to  shoot  this  man  in  self-defense 
at  the  office  of  the  U.M.W.  of  A.  of  which 
this  Frank  Agati  was  an  organizer  as  well  as 
contractor.  He  was  an  organizer  for  his  fare 
and  not  for  the  interest  of  the  miners.  Bonita 
was  chairman  of  the  local  Union  No.  170  3 
and  came  several  times  to  the  office,  not  for 
Agati  but  to  meet  Rinaldo  Cappellini  at  the 
time  president  of  district  No.  7  U.M.W. A.  (a 
renegade  and  betrayer  of  all  the  miners)  with 
the  intention  to  speak  with  him  for  the  miners 
whom  he  was  representing  and  of  whom  every- 
one was  idle.  For  such  thing  he  met  what  he 
met  and  now  he  must  stand  in  jail  for  not  less 
than  6  years  and  not  more  than   12  years. 

She  thanks  us  very  very  much  for  the  help 
which  you  give  her  in  sending  the  check  of 
twenty  dollars  a  month  because,  if  she  don't 
have  this  she  will  have  to  go  begging  because 
on  this  part  of  the  county  we  have  no  work  at 
all  for  women — only  for  miners,  and  the  miners 
are  near  all  idle  except  the  Pittston  Coal  Co. 

This  is  the  condition  of  Pittston  and  around 
here:  we  have  about  15,000  miners  idle  although 
some  of  these  may  work  a  day  or  two  per  week. 

Hoping  that  the  people  will  some  day  in 
the  very  near  future  open  the  eyes  once  forever 
and  shake  up  the  present  bad  system  and  con- 
dition.    Yours  for   Mary  Bonita. 

John  Fornier 
■ 

AN   OLD   FIGHTER   SENDS  GREETINGS 

San  Quentin,  Calif. 

The  check  for  $5.00  and  your  letter  arrived 
Saturday.  I  am  grateful  to  you  for  the  dona- 
tion. There  are  many  small  comforts  we  can 
buy  in  here  that  help  to  make  the  time  less 
dreary.  It  helps  me  quite  a  bit  to  know  that 
I  am  not  entirely  forgotten  by  those  who  are 
doing  their  best  to  help  us  the  only  way  that 
is    possible. 

I  wanted  to  send  a  greeting  for  the  May  Day 
issue  of  The  Defender  but  I  neglected  to  think 
of  it  early  enough  to  reach  you  in  time  before 
the  issue  went  to  press. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  your  program  of  edu- 
cation for  the  Fifth  Anniversary.  It  is  good  to 
know  that  you  are  carrying  on  the  fight  and 
showing  the  workers  the  need  for  a  labor  de- 
fense. I  am  sorry  there  are  so  many  Others  in 
the  same  plight  as  I  am  but  such  things  cannot 
be  helped  under  present  conditions.  All  of  us 
have  tried,  and  are  still  doing  our  share. 

Tell  the  other  comrades  who  sent  their  greet- 
ings that  I  wish  to  thank  them  for  their  interest 
in  me.  I  return  greetings  to  thru)  multiplied 
and  hope  that  their  period  of  incarceration  will 
soon  terminate.  My  best  regards  and  comradely 
greetings  to  the  defense  and   the   DEFENDER. 

Gus  C.  MaDSEN. 
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WE  WILL  MASTER 

San  Quentin,  Calif. 

The  International  Labor  Defense  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  foremost  organizations  that  comes 
to  the  aid  of  all  toilers  who  fall  in  the  fight 
on  the  industrial  field  regardless  of  belief  or 
faction.  May  its  members  increase  and  multiply, 
so  it  can  continue  to  prod,  with  telling  effect, 
the  dormant  leaders  of  all  craft  unions.  Such 
unions  are  out  of  place  in  this  machine  age.  The 
history  of  the  struggles  and  sacrifices  made  by 
the  members  of  craft  unions  prove  beyond  all 
doubt  that  they  don't  deserve  their  present  lead- 
ers. The  leaders  of  the  craft  unions,  (there  are 
over  a  hundred  crafts)  have  led  them  up  to  the 
mouth  of  the  machine.  Will  they  go  in  and 
come  out  "robots"  or  will  they  turn  to  the  left 
and   master  the   machine? 

Enclosed  find  vouchers  for  August,  September, 
October,  December,  1929  February,  March,  and 
April,  193  0,  for  five  dollars  each,  which  proves 
that  the  International  Labor  Defense  is  still  in- 
terested, and  looking  after  the  needs  of  the  labor 
prisoners  in   California. 

May  the  International  Labor  Defense,  after 
celebrating  its  fifth  anniversary,  have  the  same 
militant  spirit  that  Mother  Jones  showed  on 
her  one   hundredth  anniversary. 

J.  B.  McNamara. 

■ 
Yours  of  May  12th  received  and  wish  to 
thank  you  for  same,  also  for  the  check  that 
you  so  kindly  enclosed.  You  have  no  idea  how 
helpful  it  is  to  one  of  us  to  receive  something 
of  that  nature.  For  my  own  immediate  needs  I 
could  suffice  on  what  I  am  given  here  but  the 
assistance  I  am  able  to  give  to  my  dear  wife 
and  boy  is  what  makes  my  life  much  brighter 
here.  It  not  only  provides  me  with  some  "t 
the  more  important  necessities  of  life  but  gives 
me  the  opportunity  of  knowing  that  I  can  ease 
the  hardships  for  my  own  dear  ones  at  home. 

John  M.  Lynch. 


Workers  of  Detroit,  Mich,  sentenced  to  90 
days  for  meeting  (left  to  right):  Coperean, 
Conn,    Raymond,    Caravas,    Powers. 


I'll  1-:  CANADIAN    DEFENSE  CONFERENCE 

rhe  East  rn  Defi  nse  Conferem  e,  oi  the  Can- 
adian Defense  League,  section  oi  the  interna- 
tional Red  Aid,  held  .it  Hamilton,  April  26  and 
27,  ".is  .1  successful  emergency  conference,  called 
to  combat  the  reign  of  terror  ;i i^ .i i n>t  the  Can- 
adian    working  class. 

rhe  present  wave  oi  terror  began  in  January, 
\')-'),  .it  Toronto,  when  .ill  hall  owners  were 
forbidden  to  rent  their  halls  for  Communist 
meetings  and  street  demonstrations  were  brutally 
attacked  bj  the  police  usiuj^  tear  gas  bombs. 
With  arrests  under  "sedition"  laws  and  deport- 
ations the  terror  spread  to  all  puts  of  Canada. 
The  entire  issue  of  "The  Worker,"  official  or- 
gan  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Canada,  oi 
August  iO,  1929,  "as  confiscated.  With  unem- 
ployment growing  and  the  fight  against  it  also 
increasing,  the  persecutions  grow  sharper  from 
day   to   day. 

The  conference  of  our  brother  organization 
was  marked  by  a  strong  internationalism,  in 
which    it    had    been    somewhat    lacking    in    the 

past.  Comrade  J.  Louis  Engdahl,  Genera]  Sec- 
retary of  the  International  Labor  Defense, 
In  greetings  from  the  I.L.D.,  and  a  strong 
bond  of  solidarity  between  the  Canadian  and 
American  sections  was  forged.  A  special  reso- 
lution, pledging  the  Canadian  Defense  1 
to  cooperate  to  the  fullest  extent  in  the  campaign 
tor  th.  freedom  of  Leonard  Doherty,  who  is 
now  in  jail  at  Boston  and  is  being  framed  by 
Canadian    authorities    on    a    murder    charge,    was 

passed. 

At  the  conference  there  were  166  del. 
representing  ''4  organizations.  The  League  re- 
ports -Y^'eii  members  in  its  74  branches  and 
it  has  u'  affiliated  labor  organizations,  oi  which 
10  arc  trade  unions.  We  are  impatiently  looking 
forward  to  the  illustrated  monthly  publication 
that  is  to  take  the  place  of  the  present  bulletin 
ot    the   League, 


Jos,  Cuban  work- 
er, who  vias  killed 
by    an  army 

ring  the  tre- 
mendous May  Day 
trillion  at 
Regla,  (.'/</'.;.  An- 
other :tori 
also  shot  to    I,  alh 

out    by    th,     Ma- 
in ttitorshif. 


BRAZIL 
The    reaction    in    Latin    America    has    intcn-i- 
le.l.       In    Brazil    today,    there    are    more    than    3  5 
unions  dissolved,   the   Communist    Party    is 
into   illegality;   the  same   with  the  Gen- 
era]  Confederation   ot    Labors   the  printshop  of 
the  Communist  Party,   where  the  Party  daily  pi- 
per  "O   Clase   Opereria"    was   printed,    is   closed; 
the  leaders  of  the  Land   Workers'   I'd. ration,  a 
recently  formed  union,  are  in  prison.  Julio  Pres- 
tcs,  president-elect  of  Brazil  and  former  gover- 
nor   of    the    state    of    Sao    Paulo,    where    he    insti- 
tuted a  reign  of  terror  for  the  coffee  kings,   is 
now    in   the    USA. 

1  he    International    Red   Aid  of   Brazil  has  just 
the  slogan  of  20,000  new  members. 

URUGUAY 

In    Uruguay,    after    many    months    of    pi 
they    have    released    Comrade    Lazarrga,    General 
Secretary  of  the  General  Confederation   of   La- 
bor  of    Uruguay.      This,   after   a   general    strike- 
in  the  locality.    The  ILD  of  Uruguay,  from  the 
very  beginning  of  the  terror  in  the  country,  took 
up  the  defense  of   the  prisoners.     It  di 
of  all   those   imprisoned   in   thi 
.March    20,    the    re-opening    of    the    trade    union 
of   the    Uruguayan    unions,   closed   bj    the 
terror.      It  has  launched   the  campaign   for    1,000 
new     members    by    July.       Its    bulletin    for    May 
shows  this  number  will  be  more  than  passed,  and 
over-passed,  as  already  on   May  2S   it   had  obtain- 
ed   1,035   members. 

(.  UBA 

In  Cuba  many  Communists  are  in  prison,  and 
the  best  leaders  of  the  trade  unions,  among  them 
practically  all  the  leaders  of  the  National  Con- 
federation of  Labor.  Deportations  continue,  a 
system  that  adds  to  the  unheard  of  crimes 
against  the  workers  of  only  a  few  months  ago. 
As  reply  to  this,  the  Red  Aid,  which  was 
centralized  organization,  has  acquired  a  national 
character,  with  an  Executive  Committee  and 
branches   in   all   the   localities. 

MEXK  () 

In  Mexico  the  persecutions  continue  intensely. 
The  ILD  has  been  banned  and  closed.  The  of- 
fices   of    the    ILD    have    been    raided    after    they 

were  closed. 

ARGENTINE 

The  Argentine  section   of  the   ILD   has  begun 
a    campaign     for    20,000    new    members    by    the 
month    of    January.       The    last    number    of    the 
ILD's  magazine  announces  that  to  date  th 
paign   has  won    14,000   new   members,  both   indi- 
vidual and  collective.     By  the  seventh  oi    N 
ber  it   must  attain   and  exceed   the  number  set. 
■ 
MOPR    ON    THE    FARM 
rhe     l.L.D.     work     in     the     Soviet     Union     is 
rapidly   spreading  into  the  villages      During  the 
spring  and  autumn  sowing  campaigns  of  la 
many  "MOPR  acres"   were  planted   bj    voluntary 
Suiid.iv     work    of    th.     peasants    in    the    Mul'K 
organizations.       rhe    peasants    gladly    lent    then 
implements,   grain  and   labor   tor  the   raising   of 
products   to   be    sold    for   the   ben.  tit    of    th 
war     prisoners.     Many     "MOPR     acres"     were 
planted    on    the    collective    farms    and     with    the 
spring    sowing    of    this    year    there    were    many 
more  such   acres   planted. 

MiiPR  branch.-  of  workers  have  also  par- 
ticipated in  the  collectivization  program  by 
volunteering   their  help  to  the  peasants,  bj 

ing    seed    ->nA    helping    in    collect 

In    this     way    it     «a-    easy     to    form    main 

MOPR   branches  in  the   villages.      In 

consisting  of    16  farms,  a  collectivi    w 

,  ill.  ,1     "Stalin  "       I  (n     th       I 

farm   in   th<    1    S.S.R.,   the   famous   "Gigant,"  a 

Mi  (PR  i  of  v....  membi  rs  was  organ 


The     opening     night     of    the     Labor    /> 
Photo  •  ibition  at  the  Japanese  W 

Cc< 

OUR  PHOTO  GROUP 

I 
th.    Labor  Di  i  i  ndi  r  Ph 
York  City,  com:  worker-phi  ■ 

n  busily  at  work  demonstratii 
to  the  revolutionary  movement. 

The  exhibition  luring  the 

of  June    16,  opened  by  a    .  intcr- 

.1  entertainment,  should  be  instruct 
militant  workers  throughout  the  country, 
wall  was  full  of  photos  of  th.-  M  i\  Da] 
onstration     in     N 

could  not  be  seen  ..r  obtained  i 

■,anv  intiinat.    picture-  of   work 
and   struggle   that   could  only   be   taken    bj 
Conscious    work 

Ih.    chief   vahe    of    the   group   is   that    with    it 

the  photo  is  not  an  ornament.      It  is  something  to 

1    as    a    propaganda    weapon    in    the 

les  of  the  worker-.  Accordingly,  the  Group 

has  supplied   the  worl  with   photos 

nuld   not   be   obtained    el-  w 

I  Group  does  not  limit  itself  to  still  photos. 
Among  its  members  are  comrades  experienced  in 
the  taking  of   mo<  \\  sent   the  Group   is 

working  on  an  l.L.D.  film,  parts  of  which  have 
been  received  from  Germany,  which  will  shortly 
be  shown  by  the  l.L.D. 

Similar    groups    could    Ik-    formed    thruout    the 
country    to    supply    the    working 
workingclass    phi  »    life    and 

struggles.  All  interested  should  get  in  touch 
w  ith    1-  ibel       Kleii  Bioad- 

wav,  Room  +1",  New   York  City. 
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Financial  Statement,  National  Office,  International  Labor  Defense  to  Marc 


BALANCE  SHEET— MARCH  31,    1930 
ASSETS 

Cash   in   Bank    $       207.85 

Petty  Cash  Fund    50.00 

Accounts    Receivable    (less    reserves) 10,919.51 

Loans    Receivable     123.27 

Deposits     240.00 

Office  Furniture    (less   reserves)    2,296.70 


1  Ot^I       3SSCtS 

Deficit    December    31,    1929 $28,590.89 

Excess    of    expenditures    over    Income    for    the 

three    months     1,932.71 


Total 


LIABILITIES 


Accounts     payable     .... 

Loans     Payable      

Notes    Payable     

Wages    Accrued     

Unearned    Subscriptions- 


-Labor     Defender . 


5,913.11 
11,353.44 
5,635.80 
2,014.58 
1,461.11 


$13,837.33 


30,523.60 
$44,360.93 


Total     Liabilities 
Due  to   Bail   Fund 

Total     


$26,378.04 
17,982.89 

$44,360.93 


STATEMENT    OF   INCOME    AND    EXPENDITURES    FOR    THE 


THREE  MONTHS   ENDED   MARCH 
INCOME: 

Defense  and  Relief: 

Anti-Terror     $ 

Foreign     Prisoners     

Gastonia    

January-March     Campaign     

March  6th  campaign    

Mexican    Terror     

Miscellaneous  cases 

Prisoners    Pledge    Fund 

Shif rin   Defense    

General    Donations     

Bail    Fund    Donations    


31,   1930 


1,496.20 

215.62 

1,230.30 

3,618.45 

1,006.04 

1,794.95 

521.55 

494.55 

257.75 

3,919.89 

20.00 


Totals     

Administrative  and   Organization: 

Membership    Dues    $  2,536.70 


$14,575.30 


Initiation    Fees 

Members  at   Large    

Affiliated    Organizations 

Literature     

Language  Sections 

Miscellaneous      


Total 


abor  Defender: 

Paid    Circulation 
Advertising 
Donations      


741.95 
103.23 
214.97 
620.01 
900.21 
1,108.52 


5,878.72 

225.90 

17.50 


Total 


Total   Income    

EXPENDITURES: 

Defense   and   Relief: 

Anti-Terror     $         46.73 

Foreign    Prisoners    Relief    188.48 

Gastonia    expenses    3,542.34 

January-March    Campaign     1,315.29 

March    6th    Defense    1,361.55 

March    6th    Campaign    1,516.38 

Merican    Terror    1,733.70 

Miscellaneous    Cases     682.42 

Prisoners    Relief                                 ...  337.33 


$6,225.59 


$6,122.12 
$26,923.01 


Prisoners   Dependents   Relief 

Shifrin   case    

Southern   Cases   Defense 
Tapolcsanyi     Appeal     


Total    Defense  and    Relief    

Administrative,   Publicity   and    Organization 

Secretaries    Wages    

Office    Wages     

Rent     

Telephone     

Stationery    and    Supplies     

Postage     

Telegraph    

Auditing     

Interest  and   Bank  Charges 

Publicity     

Organizers   and    Speakers  Wages    .... 

Organizers    and   Speakers    Fares    

Fourth   National    Convention    

Printing     

Literature     

Moving    Expenses     

Miscellaneous     

Language   Sections    

To|al      

Labor  Defender: 

Printing,  Binding  and  Mailing    

Cuts   and    Photos    

Editorial    Wages     

Administrative    Wages     

Promotion       

Stationery  and  Supplies 

Premiums   on   Subscriptions    

Commission    on    Subscriptions     


h  31,  1930 

650.00 

1,100.00 

761.36 

163.50 

13,399.0s 

1,300.00 

2,539.43 

545.00 

311.57 

362.27 

469.52 

219.12 

400.00 

95.94 

800.87 

337.00 

510.34 

419.66 

629.74 

829.46 

133.44 

18.40 

684.41 

$10,606.17 

2,617.76 

745.33 

405.00 

585.00 

65.52 

93.00 

65.00 

273.86 

Total 


Total    Expenditures 


Excess   of   Expenditures   over   Income    

BAIL    FUND    AS    OF    MARCH  31,    1930 

Assets: 

Cash    in    Trade    Bank    $         53.14 

Cash    Deposited    as    Bail     36,275.00 

Securities  Deposited  as  Bail    142,500.00 

Collateral     8,000.00 

Loans    Receivable    from    Members     6,130.00 


$4,850.47 

$28,855.72 

$1,932.71 


Total      

Liabilities: 

Loans     Payable     for     Bail     (Secured) . 
Loans   Payable  for   Bail    (Unsecured) 

Bail    Fund    Loans    Payable    

Securities  Borrowed   for  Bail    

Bail    Fund   Liberty   Bond   Coupons 
Accrued   Interest   on    Bail    Bonds    


27,650.00 

17,424.45 

11,955.78 

148,200.00 

4,947.80 

763.00 


$192,95S.14 


Total 


$210,941.03 


Net     Liabilities     $   17.9S2.89 

CERTIFICATE 
We  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  has  been  prepared  from  the 
books,  records  and  accounts  of  the  International   Labor  Defense,   National 
Office,  at  80  East   11th  Street,  New  York  City,  and  in  our  opinion  icflccts 
the  true  financial  condition  of  this  organization   on  March   30,    1930. 

We    have    verified    by    personal     communication    all    of    the    accounts 
payable. 

Yours   very   truly, 

PRIMOFF   &    COMPANY, 
Bv    George    Primoff, 
April   26,   1930.  Ccrtifi.J  Public  Accountant. 


1910—1926—1930 

Beginning  the  Fifth  Year  of  the 

NEW   MASSES 

(  Twenty-first  Year  of  the  Masses) 

Featuring  the  widely  discussed  NOTES  OF  THE  MONTH,  by  Michael  Gold 

(American  and  Russian  prisons — Ma/iatina  Gandhi  and  Mahatma  Mai  Donald 

Trotsky's   Autobiography) 

SHORT  STORIES  —  POEMS  —  CARTOONS  —  MOVIES  _ 

BOOKS  —  WORKERS   ART  —  DRAWINGS. 

By  LANGSTON  HUGHES  —  GROPPER  —  MAGIL  _  LOZOWHK 

ROBERT  W.   DUNN— EARL   BROWDER— DEHN— JIM   WATERS 

1  5  Cents  a  Copy — 50  Cents  for  4  Months  Trial  Sub     $1.50   A   YEAR 

NEW  MASSES  HZ  EAST  19th  STREET,  NEW  YORK 


Phone:   Stuyvesant   3816 

JOHN'S    RESTAURANT 

SPECIALTY:    ITALIAN    DISHES 

A     place    with    atmosphere 

where     all     radicals      meet 


302  E.    12th  St. 


NEW  YORK 


Bonn 

1  V. 

ih.im-  LABOR  DEFENDER 

1928-1929 

$2.50 

Ord 

■r   f 

rom 

LABOR  DEFENDER 

80  E,  1 

Itli 

St. 

New  York  City 
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Books  that  Every  Worker  Should  Read 

By    Special   Arrangement    with    the    INTERNATIONAL    Publish  ir 
the  Labor  Defender  is  able  to  make  the  following  excellent  book 
offer  either  separately   or  in  combination   with   year's  subscription: 

From  the  writings  of  V.  I.  LENIN: 

THE  FIGHT  FOR  A  PROGRAM,  THE  BOLSHI  \IK   PARTY 

TARTY    ORGANIZATION    AND  IN  ACTION. 

TACTICS.  Lenin  from  the  rime  of  the  fust  Rus- 

Lcnin's   most   important   writings   in  sian  revolution  in   190  5  to  the  outbreak 

the   formative   period  of  the  Bolshevik  of  the  World  War  in   1914. 

Party  (1893-1904).  Price  $1.25     Price   $1.50 

Labor  Defender  Subscription          $1.00  Defender  Subscription                          1.00 

Total  $2.25  Total  $2.50 

Special   Offer  $1.75  Special  Offer  $2.00 

These  two  books  contain  outstanding  material  selected  from  Lenin's  Collected 
Works.  Together  they  give  a  complete  and  accurate  picture  of  revolutionary 
problems  and  developments  over  a  period  of  20  years. 


Three  important  biographies: 


THE  LIFE  AND 
DEATH  OF  SACCO 
AND  VANZETTI. 


MEMOIRS    OF    A 
REVOLUTIONIST 
By  Vera  Figner. 
The    autobiography   of 
an      aristocratic      Russian 
girl  who  became  a  leader 
of     the     Terrorists     and 
spent  22  years  of  solitary 
imprisonment  for  revolu- 
tionary activities. 

Illustrated   $3.00 

Defender  Subscript.    1.00     Defender  Subscript.   1.00 


By  Eugene  Lyons 

The  story  of  two  Italian 
workers  from  their  child- 
hood to  their  execution, 
told  with  simple  power. 

Illustrated    $1.00 


Total  $2.00 

Special  Offer      $1.50 


Total  $4.00 

Special  Offer     $2.75 


BILL    HAYWOOD'S 
BOOK. 

An  Autobiography 
A  boyhood  in  the 
pioneer  West;  the  forma- 
tion of  the  I.W.W.  and 
the  Western  Federation 
of  Miners. — The  evolu- 
tion of  an  American  pro- 
letarian. 

Price  $2.00 

Defender   Subscript.    1.00 

Total  $3.00 

Sfecial  Offer     >2.2> 


Soviet  fiction  for  summer  reading: 

THE  NINETEEN,  by  A.   Fadeyev.     A  story  of   the   Russian  Civil  War. — 

Price     $1.50 

Defender  Subscription    $  1 .00 

Total    $2.50 

Sfecial    Offer   $2.00 


AZURE  CITIES. 

Stories  of  New  Russia. 

A  collection   of  stories  by  the  most 

important     Soviet     writers,     portraying 

various  phases  of  life  influenced  by  the 

Revolution.    Price  $2.50 

Defender  Subscription  1.00 

Total  $3.50 

Special    Offer  $2.50 


CEMENT,  By  Fcodor  Gladkov. 

\  story  of  the  Civil  War  and  in- 
dustrial reconstruction. — "An  unforget- 
table glimpse  oi  a  gn  it,  historic  period," 
The  New  Masses. 

Price  $1.50 

Defender  Subscription 

Total  $2.50 

Sfecial  Offer  $2.00 


A  complete  catalogue  of  books  on  labor,  Leninism,  Marxism,  tin   l.S.S.R.  and 
other  subjects  issued   In'   International   Publishers  will   be  sent   mi   request   t": 


THE   LABOR    DEFENDER 


SO  Fast  1  \i.i\t  n  i  h   S  i  ki  i 


N  i  u    Y(  >kk  Cm 


F  R  I    E 
with   every   one  year  subscript! 

The 

LABOR  D]  11  MM  R 

SOUTH KRN  COTTON  MILLS 

AND  LABOR 

by  Mvra  Pace 

or 

PARIS  ON   THE   BARRICADES 
by  Georce  Spiro 

or 

SEDITION ! 

by  J.  Louis  Encdahl 

or 

SMASHING  CHAINS 

Labor's  Struggle  in  Pictures 

(ILD  Photo  Album) 

or 

RALPH  CHAPLIN'S  POETRY 

or 

I.  L.  D.  EMBLEM  PIN 

LABOR  DEFENDER, 

80  East  11th  St.,  New  York  City 

Dear  Comrades: 

Enclosed   is   one   dollar   for  one    . 
subscription  to  the  LABOR  DEFENDER. 
1  mould  like  to  h  <c  offer  checked 

above. 


Name    . 
Address 


International  Labor  Defense 
LITKRATURE 

SEDITION!   By  J.  Louis  Encdahl, 

a  pamf ill, I   (Second   Edition)  5   cents 

SMASHING   CHAINS,   Labor's 

Struggles   in   Pictures, 

An  ILD  Illustrated  Album  10  cents 

THE   ILD   CONSTITUTION 

AND   ORGANIZATION, 

a  pamphlet  5   cents 

G  \s  IONIA,    c'l  I'ADEL   OF 
III!     a   VSS    >rKUGGLE, 
by  Wit.  F.  Dunns  15  cents 

111KKN  COTTON  MILLS 
AND  LABOR,  by  Myra  Pace     M  cents 

PARIS  ON    I  HE  BARRICAP! 

by  George   Spiro  :<  cents 

RALPH  CHAPLIN'S  POETRY     ;5  cents 

II. I)  SUPPLIES 

ILD   Emblem   Pin  :  ?   cents 

Duplicate    Numbered    Receipt    Rooks    for 
II  1'    li-     Z00   receipts  in  a  book,        $  1 .25 


Special  Discounts  to  All  Districts 
Order  from 

International  Labor  DrfI 

•t    I  1th  Strrrt.  V  .*    vi     •'...  N.  Y 
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THEY  SHALL  NOT  DIE! 

NO  PRISON  SENTENCES! 
IMMEDIATE  RELEASE! 


For  JOSEPH  CARR, 

M.  H.  POWERS,  HERBERT 

NEWTON,    HENRY  STOREY, 

ANN  BURLAK  and  MARY  DALTON, 

tvorkingclass  organizers  of 

ATLANTA/  6EOR6IA 


to    riot    and    insurrection" 
and  facing  the 


Charged    with 

ELECTRK    CHAIR 


For  crashing  thru  the  vicious  system  of  exploitation 
and  persecution  of  Negroes  in  the  South  by  organiz- 
ing  Negro   and    white    workers. 


The  Organized  Power  of  the  Working  Class  Will  Save  Them 


UNEMPLOYED 

delegation   of   the   New  York   workers,   Foster,   Minor, 
Amter  and  Raymond  are  now  serving  three  year  sen- 
tences— the  bosses  answer  to  the  cry  for 

WORK  OR  WAGES 

They   ton,   await   the   action   of   the   working   class    for 
their  liberation. 


THEY  ARE  ALL  IN  PRISON  NOW! 

WILL  WE  PERMIT  THEM 

TO  REMAINI 

There  are  hundreds  of  other  working  class  fighters 
in  prison,  facing  prison  and  deportation. 


IMPERIAL  VALLEY 

cries   out    for   action.      The    organizers   of    the    Valley 

workers    have    been    sent    to    the    penitentiary    by    the 

fruit  growers 


Prank  Spector 
Lawrence  Emery 
Oscar  Erickson 

Carl  Sklar 
Tersuji  Harruichi 

Danny  Roxas 


3  to  42  Years 
in  San  Quentin 

3  to  42  years 
in  Folsom 

2  to  28  years 
in  San  Quentin 


THE  6ASTONIA  7 

await    the    decision    of    the    Supreme    Court    of    North 
Carolina  on  their  sentence  of   1  1  7  vears. 


WILL  WE  PERMIT  THEM  TO  GO  TO  JAIL? 

MEET  THE  ATTACK  ON  THE  RUN! 
SAVE  OUR  FIGHTERS  FROM  LIVING  DEATH  IN  CAPITALIST  DUNGEONS! 


Tens  of  Thousands  of  Dollars  are  Needed  at  Once 


Contribute    for    the   Prisoners    and    Depen- 
dents  (Families)   Relief  Fund. 


Join  the 

INTERNATIONAL    LABOR    DEFENSE 

Read   the    LABOR    DEFENDER 


Donate  for  Internationa)  aid  to  victims  of 
White  Terror  in  capitalist  countries. 

Send  funds  to 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE 

Room  430,  80  E.  11th  St.,     New  York  City 


'  "-.    ..-■"- ' 


I LABOO  DEFENDER] 


Quqo^t     IQ30 


DEMONSTRATE 
AUGUST  22nd 

FOR  THE  RELEASE 

OF  OUR 

ATLANTA  FIGHTERS 


THE  ATLANTA  SIX 


Herbert  Newton 


TJERBERT  NEWTON  is  26  years 
■*-  old  and  was  born  in  Boston.  His 
grandparents  were  slaves  in  Virginia.  He 
has  worked  since  the  age  of    11    in   paper 

box,  wagon 
and  cordage 
factories  and 
as  a  letter  car- 
rier. He  work- 
ed his  way 
through  gram- 
mar and  high 
schools.  New- 
ton joined  the 
Com  munist 
A  Party  in  1926, 

^  ^Ijggpjj  and  1927 

went  to  the 
Soviet  Union. 
On  the  anniversary  of  the  Paris  Com- 
mune in  1929  he  was  sent  on  a  tour 
by  the  MOPR.  Later  he  returned  to 
the  U.  S.  and  became  national  organizer 
of  the  American  Negro  Labor  Congress 
and  associate  editor  of  the  Liberator. 

He  was  arrested  in  Stamford,  Con- 
necticut, on  a  framed  up  charge  of  violat- 
ing an  unwritten  Jim  Crow  law,  but 
a  large  workers'  demonstration  in  court 
forced  his  release.  Again  on  the  same 
day  he  was  arrested  in  Stamford  for  ad- 
dressing a  demonstration  of  the  unem- 
ployed. He  was  convicted  and  his  case 
is  pending  appeal.  He  was  arrested  in 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  on  May  Day,  but  re- 
leased. He  was  active  in  Atlanta  organ- 
izing for  the  American  Negro  Labor  Con- 
gress when  arrested  on  the  insurrection 
charge. 


she  exposed  the  traitorous  role  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  at  a  public  meeting  at  which 
Green  spoke.  She  was  arrested  again  at 
a  meeting  of  the  American  Negro  Labor 
Congress  and  spent  six  weeks  in  Ful- 
ton Tower  Prison  in  Atlanta  charged  with 
"inciting  to  insurrection."  On  her  release 
under  bail  she  returned  to  her  post  in 
Atlanta  to  continue  organizing  Negro 
and  white  textile  workers  in  the  National 
Textile  Workers'  Union. 


MARY  DALTON  is  20  years  old 
and  has  worked  in  an  office  since 
the  age  of  14,  when  she  was  forced  to 
take  a  job  to  support  a  widowed  mother 
and  younger  chil- 
dren. She  joined 
the  Young  Com- 
munist League  in 
1927  and  was  ac- 
tive in  anti-militar- 
ist work  in  New 
York  Citv.  I  n 
March,  1930,  she 
went  to  the  South 
as  organizer  of  the  National  Textile 
Workers  Union.     She  was  arrested   when 


MH.  POWERS  comes  from  St. 
•  Paul,  Minnesota.  He  is  23  years 
old,  is  married  and  has  two  children. 
Powers  joined  the  Communist  Party  in 
October,  1923,  and 
has  been  active  in 
the  Trade  Union 
Unity  League  or- 
ganizing the  iron 
workers.  He  attend- 
ed the  National 
Training  School  of 
the  Communist  Par- 
ty in  New  York  in 
1928,  and  later  be- 
came organizer  for  the  Party  in  the  South. 
He  was  arrested  several  times  in  Minne- 
sota and  in  the  South  for  his  militant  ac- 
tivities. In  March,  1930  he  was  jailed 
for  distributing  leaflets  and  arranging  a 
mass  meeting  of  the  unemployed  and  was 
held  on  the  "insurrection"  charge  which 
carries  with  it  the  death  penalty. 


M.  H.  Powers 


L. 


JOE  CARR  is  19  and  has  worked  in  the 
coal  mines  of  West  Virginia  since  the 
age  of  1 1.  He  is  the  eldest  of  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children.     Carr's  father  is  also 
a   miner   and   both 
are     members     of 
the  National  Min- 
ers'  Union.     Carr 
joined    the   Young 
Communist  League 
in  S  e  p  t  e  m  b  e  r, 
1928,  and  attend- 
ed     the     League 
Training  School  in 
He     was    arrested 
Later    he    was    sent 


* 


Joe   Carr 

Cleveland  in  1929. 
twice  in  Wheeling, 
to  the  South  as  organizer  of  the  Young 
Communist  League.  He  was  arrested  in 
.Atlanta,  together  with  M.  II.  Powers, 
charged  with  "inciting  to  insurrection"  and 
was  held  in  the  death  house  for  ni.un 
weeks,  hail  being  denied.  Following  his 
release  under  bail,  obtained  In  tin  I.  I..  [)., 
In  remained  in  the  South  continuing  his 
work  of  organizing. 


Ann 


rlak 


I  WAS  born  in  the  little  town  of  Slat- 
ington,  Pa.,  of  working  class  parents. 
I  had  to  quit  school  at  14  to  go  to 
work  as  a  weaver 
for  $9  a  week  and 
slaved  for  four 
rears  in  the  silk 
mills.  All  m  y 
•Sj^*-'4'  wages    went    to 

feed  the  family 
because  my  father 
was  not  working 
steadily.  At  home, 
I  saw  the  Daily  Worker  regularly  because 
my  parents  were  sympathetic  to  the  labor 
movement.  I  joined  the  Young  Communist 
League  which  had  been  organized  in  Beth- 
lehem and  became  active  in  the  mills.  At  a 
meeting  called  by  the  Communist  Party 
on  May  1,  1929,  at  which  I  spoke,  12 
comrades  were  arrested.  Later,  detectives 
of  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Co.,  which  con- 
trols the  city,  arrested  me  right  at  my 
looms.  We  were  charged  with  sedition, 
and  placed  under  $5,000  bail  each  with 
the  perspective  of  a  sentence  of  5-20  years 
imprisonment  if  convicted. 

I  became  organizer  of  the  National 
Textile  Workers  Union  in  the  anthrac'te 
district.  I  was  then  transferred  to  the  South 
and  established  headquarters  in  Greenville, 
South  Carolina.  Before  the  trial  of 
Powers  and  Carr  I  was  sent  to  Atlanta 
to  take  charge  of  the  case  and  was  ar- 
rested at  a  protest  meeting  called  by  the 
American  Negro  Labor  Congress  to- 
gether with  Storey,  Newton  and  Dalton. 
Following  my  release  on  $4,000  bail  I 
went  on  tour  for  the  International  Labor 
Defense  to  raise  funds  for  the  Atlanta 
case  and  I  was  again  arrested  at  Camden, 
New  Jersey,  together  with  two  other  com- 
rades and  charged  with  sedition.  One  of 
the  comrades  has  named  me  'Seditious 
Ann  . 


HENRY  STOREY  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  Georgia,  on 
January  27,  1896.  His  parents  wen 
farmers.  Storey  started  work,  picking 
cotton  at  the  age  of  six.  He  received 
about  four  years  of  schooling  and  only 
at  intervals  at  that.  He  worked  as  plough- 
man and  in  a  sawmill  at  50  cents  a  day 
until  tin'  age  "t  19,  when  he  was  drafted 
in  the  army  during  the  World  War.  lie 
served  in  France  for  23  months.  On 
his  return  he  winked  in  lumber  mills  in 
Georgia,  in  steel  mills  in  Youngstown  and 
is  a  metal  worker  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
At  the  time  i if  his  arrest  he  was  working 
in  a  print  shop  in  Atlanta.  Store)  joined 
the  Communist  Party  in  1929. 
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Sacco  - Vanzetti  and  Atlanta 


AUGUST  22,  1930  marks  the  third 
anniversar)  of  the  murder  of  Nicola 
Sacco  and  Bartolomeo  Vanzetti  b)  the 
Massachusetts  and  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment. The  lessons  of  this  tragic  event 
have  become  clearer  t<>  ever  more  work- 
ers in  the  intervening  years.  The  oath 
taken  by  hundreds  of  thousands  at  the 
graves  of  the  martyrs  have  become,  dur- 
ing this  period,  a  battle  crj  for  greatei 
struggles.  This  year  particularly,  "Re- 
member Sacco  and  Vanzetti"  is  the  slogan 
inspiring  to  tens  of  thousands  of  workers 
who  are  now  organizing  against  the  at- 
tempts to  send  six  valiant  comrades,  work- 
i.     .lass    lighters,   to   "burn"    in    Atlanta. 

The  events  surrounding  the  brutal  elec- 
trocution of  the  two  heroic  Massachusetts 
workers  have  considerable  similarity  to  the 

attempts  to  burn  our  six  Atlanta  com- 
rades. Where  differences  manifest  them- 
selves  in    the   two   cases   they    only    serve 

to  bring  out  more  clearly  than  ever,  the 
class  character  of  the  struggle  which  is 
in  preparation  by  the  bosses  to  kill  the 
Atlanta  prisoners  and  hv  the  working  class 
to  save  them. 

In  the  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  case,  the  Mas- 
sachusetts authorities  resorted  to  frame-up 
in  order  to  hide,  or  in  so  failing,  at  least 
to  blur  the  class  character  of  their  action 
in  hanging  workers  for  organizing  to 
tight  for  better  conditions.     In  Atlanta,  on 


Drawing   by  Fills 


the  other  hand,  the  death 
penalty  is  being  frankl) 
sought  by  arrogant  ser- 
vants of  the  bosses  who 
think  they  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  work- 
ing class,  especially  the 
working  class  of  the 
South.  The  charges 
against  the  defendants  do 
not  even  pretend  that 
there  was  any  "action 
committed."  In  fact,  it 
is  freely  admitted  that 
the  arrest  took  place  not 
only  before  any  actual 
actions  of  any  kind  were 
taken,  but  even  before  a 
single  word  was  spoken 
at  the  meeting,  tor 
which  our  comrades  are 
incarcerated.  Prosecutor 
Hudson  of  Atlanta  open- 
ly boasts  that  anv  mil- 
itant worker  who  dares 
to  organize  the  oppressed 
masses  of  Negro  and 
white  workers  of  the 
South,  will  be  executed 
under  this  charge  alone 
and  without  any  camou- 
flage. 

In  another  respect  also, 
the  Atlanta  cases  are  being  fought 
along  more  clean-cut  class  lines.  In 
Massachusetts,  the  social- fascists  and  "re- 
spectables" with  their  blundering  hesitant 
tactics,  paralyzed  the  protest  movement  ol 
the  masses  and  helped  to  strengthen  the 
hand  of  the  executioner.  In  Atlanta, 
though  the  defense  is  being  aided  by  sym- 
pathetic middle  class  people  who  feel  out- 
raged by  the  arrogance  of  the  ruling  class, 
yet  the  policy  in  the  case  is  more  clearly 
a  class  policy  and  is  being  and  will  be 
fought  along  the  line  of  establishing  the 
right  of  the  working  class  to  organize  t.  I 
better  conditions.  In  both  cases  the  issue 
involved  was  the  right  to  organize  the  most 
oppressed  anil  robbed  section  ot  the  work- 
ing class;  in  Massachusetts,  the  foreign- 
born  workers  —  in  Atlanta,  the  Negro 
workers.  The  same  danger  exists  in  both 
cases;  in  the  first  case  it  proved  fatal  to  the 
lives  of  the  two  heroic  workers.  Tin  i 
the  feeling  of  doubt  among  many  people  as 
to  whether  the  government  was  serious  in 
its  proceedings  to  execute  tin-  men,  doubts 
which  were  assiduousl]  spread  In  social- 
fascists,    "legalists"   and    others   who   have 
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tremendous  faith  in  this  so-called  demo- 
cracy. Every  postponement  made  in  the 
trials  of  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  was  hailed  h\ 
these  naive  people  as  proof  that  there 
i  be  no  execution.  But  finall)  the 
Lltion   came. 

Our    Atlanta    comrades   can    be    fn 
Hut  they  will  never  be   freed  by  a  com- 
placent belief  in  the  dcccnc\   and  human- 
ness  of  this  capitalist  government.    People 
like   Hudson   in   .Atlanta  or    I  .  I  hayer 

in  Massachusetts  or  an)  ^i  the  bloodthirsty 
inquisitionists  who  are  appointed  b\  the 
list  v  lass  for  this  purpose,  are  never 
awed  by  the  enormity  or  outrageousn 
their  own  deeds.  ( )n!\  politically  anemic 
middle-class  minds  become  so  astonished 
that  thej  are  paralyed  and  do  nothing 
to  assuage  the  ir  ow  n   outt  ious- 

ness,  until  it  is  too  late! 

The   National  Committee  ^i  the  Inter- 
national   Labor    Defense    calls    upon    all 
militant    workers    to    rally    in    tt 
mass  demonstrations  on  the  third  ann 
sat  \    of   the  murd  -  nd  Van- 

zetti, August  22,  to  demand  the  imm 
release  of  our  Atlanta  comrad 
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THE  whole  struggle  of  the  International  La- 
bor Defense  in  the  present  period  is  linked 
up  inexorably  with  the  growing  working  class 
resistance   to   the   imperialist   war   danger. 

It  is,  therefore,  most  fitting  that  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Defense  should  occupy  an  impor- 
tant front,  especially  on  August  First,  in  the 
mass  demonstrations  of  workers  carried  out  on 
i  world  scale  against  ruling  class  war  prepara- 
tions for  a  new  mass  slaughter  that  will  far 
surpass    the    universal   blood-letting    of    1914-18. 

The  "Atlanta  Case"  is  the  effort  to  keep  the 
millions  of  Negro  and  white  workers  in  the 
Smith  divided,  competing  with  each  other  in  the 
verj  necessary  industries  of  coal,  metal,  textiles 
i  in  or  I  and  transportation.  The  Ney  m 
have  not  forgotten  Jim  Crow  regiments  and  dis- 
crimination on  account  of  race  that  faced  them 
it  every  turn,  in  France  as  well  as  in  the  United 
States.  Mass  lynchings  immediately  following 
the  war  are  continued  today  in  the  savage 
murders  by  lynching  mobs  both  ol  Negro  and 
white  workers.  The  growing  industrialization 
in  the  South,  with  the  developing  mechanization 
of  agriculture,  help  cement  the  unitj  of  Negro 
and  white  workers  on  the  basis  of  militant  work 
ing  class  action  and  thus  i  reates  an  increasing 
to  the  war  plans  of  the  capitalist  ex- 
ploiters. The  profit  takei  hopi  to  considerably 
le  en  that  m  nace  through  the  wave  of  pre- 
judice and  hysteria  thej  are  planning  to  whip 
to  whit'-  heal   while  carrying  through  the  judicial 


lynching  of  Powers,  Carr,  Newton,  Storey,  Bur- 
lak  and  Dalton.  The  Atlanta  Case  is  a  clarion 
call  to  all  workers  to  intensify  the  struggle 
against  the   danger   of   war. 

Eight  millions  of  jobless  constitute  a  powder 
magazine  against  the  war  preparations.  It  is 
exactly  here  that  the  war  mongers,  with  the 
assistance  of  their  socialist  lackeys,  seek 
to  silence  the  demands  of  the  unem- 
ployed for  "Work  or  Wages!"  "Social  in- 
surance for  all  workers;"  "Not  one  cent  for 
armaments;  all  funds  to  the  unemployed!" 
through  wholesale  arrests  and  vicious  prison 
sentences.  The  hish  Committee,  which  hysteri- 
cally develops  an  ever  increasing  persecution  of 
Vmerican  labor,  is  exactly  for  this  reason  also 
an  instrument  for  energetically  advancing  pre- 
parations for  war.  The  Intrniatinn.il  Labor 
Defense,  in  the  struggle  against  war,  rouses  the 
rage  of  American  labor  against  the  wholesale 
murder  of  Chinese  workers  and  peasants  carried 
on  especially  under  Wall  Street's  pirate  flag, 
against  the  attempted  extermination  of  the 
leadership  oi  the  worker  and  peasant  masses 
in  the  French  and  Dutch  colonies  (Indo-China 
and  Indonesia)  and  in  India,  It  is  the  task  of  the 
International  Labor  Defense,  in  its  war  against 
war,  to  mobilize  the  broadest  masses  for  the- 
ir oi  legal  existence  oi  the  Communist  Party, 
ile-  Young  Communist  League,  the  Trade  Union 
Unity  League  and  all  its  affiliated  unions,  .is 
well     is  all    other  class   organizations   of   the   toil- 
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ing  masses;  to  develop  more  energetically  resis- 
tance to  the  growing  attacks  against  the  foreign- 
born,  to  fight  against  persecution  under  the 
sedition  laws  (New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Michigan,  Illinois,  California).  Successful  im- 
perialist war  can  only  enter  upon  the  road  of 
victory  with  the  assistance  of  a  submissive  work- 
ing class,  intoxicated  with  chauvinism,  poisoned 
against  its  own  interests.  In  this  respect  19  30 
is  not  1914.  Today  the  First  Workers'  Repub- 
lic moves  triumphantly  forward  building  its 
socialist  economy;  the  social-democratic  (social- 
fascist)  allies  of  imperialism  expose  themselves 
through  every  new  crime  committed  against  the 
working  class;  labor  in  the  homeland  of  imper- 
ialism, in  the  colonies  and  semi-colonies  strug- 
gles more  conscious  than  ever  in  its  own  interests. 
The  outbreak  of  war  itself  will  immediately 
result  in  an  increasing  terror  against  the  work- 
ing class.  The  International  Labor  Defensi 
comes  to  the  aid  of  all  workers  anil  farmers, 
struggling  against  the  war,  fighting  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  working  class.  The  anniversary 
of  the  last  world  slaughter  calls  for  the  most 
intense  activity  in  building  the  International  La- 
bor Defense  to  meet  its  present  anil  future  tasks. 
Defend    the    \ietiins    of    the    imperialist    wll     l" 

p. ii. nio us'     Demand  the  release  "t    ill  class  x\  i r 
prisoners.       Fight      against      the      growing      wit 

danger1     Defend  the  Soviet   Union!     Build  the 

world  unity  of  the  toiling   masses1      Hail   the  war 
against   war! 


FISHING  FOR  REDS 


The  "holy  trinity"  of  imperialism :  ( left  to 
ri^ht)  Oiuen  D.  Young,  Matty  Wall  and 
Bishop    Manning. 

UT)  EGISTER,  fingerprint  and  deport 
AN-  the  foreign  born  workers." 
"Strengthen  the  government  apparatus  to 
intensify  the  espionage  and  persecution  of 
the  workers."  "Outlaw  the  Communist 
Party  and  all  other  militant  organiza- 
tions." These  are  some  of  the  pro- 
posals to  be  submitted  by  the  House  Com- 
mittee of  Five,  headed  by  Hamilton  Fish, 
reactionary  millionaire,  which  is  now  in- 
vestigating Communist  activities.  These 
are  the  recommendations  of  the  patriots, 
labor  fakers,  police  detectives  and  gov- 
ernment officials  especially  picked  to  ap- 
pear before  the  committee  to  testify 
against  the  "Reds."  Matthew  Woll,  via  - 
president  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  Charles 
Wood,  federal  agent,  well  known  to 
thousands  of  workers  as  a  strikebreaker; 
Lyons,  chief  of  the  New  York  police  radi- 
cal squad,  which  has  clubbed  and  jailed 
hundreds  of  workers;  and  VVhalen,  noto- 
rious forged  document  peddler,  all  breathe 
poison  against  the  working  class  and  urge 
mote  brutal,  more  repressive  measures  of 
persecution  against  labor's  militants.  For- 
eign-bom workers  are  the  special  target  of 
attack,  but  native-born  revolutionary 
workers  will  be  adequately  dealt  with  un- 
der the  state  sedition  and  criminal  syn- 
dicalism laws,  according  to  the  plans  of 
the  committee.  To  each  witness  Mr.  Fish 
advances  the  idea  of  "deporting  all  Com- 
munists i"  an  island  where  thej  can  prac- 
tise Communism  to  their  heart's  content." 
At  the  point  of  a  bayonet,  no  doubt,  as  it 
is  done  in  Mussolini's  fascist  Italy. 

That  the  committee's  plans  for  dealing 
with  militant  workers  were  settled  far  in 
advance  of  the  committee's  hearings  is 
clear   from   Mr.   Fish's   statement   to  the 


press  •  sions     started,     that 

"closer  vigilance  by  the  American  govern- 
ment over  Communist  activities"  would  be 
a  probable  consequence  of  the  investiga- 
tion. At  this  time  of  sharp  economic  cri- 
sis, the  workers  must  he  kept  submissive  and 

receptive    to    the    burdens    which    the    I 
to  maintain  high  profits,  are   forcing   upon 
them   in  the   form  of  wage  cuts,  spei 
and     unemployment.     The     government, 
lending   aid   to   the   capitalists   by   divi 
attention  away  from  mass  unemployment 
ami    misery    confronting    the    workers,    is 
mobilizing  all  its  fascist   forces  to  strike  a 
telling  blow   at   the  growing  organization, 
articulateness  and   militancy  of  the   work- 


ing class. 


But  mass  sentiment  must  be  prepared 
for  these  coming  attacks  on  the  working 
class.  No  less  important  are  the  prepa- 
rations of  the  imperialists  for  war  to  re- 
distribute the  markets  of  the  world  in  their 
attempt  to  solve  the  economic  crisis.  Chal- 
lenging capitalism  there  stands  the  USSR, 
symbol  of  inspiration  and  courage  to  the 
working  class,  steadily  forging  ahead  to 
greater  achievement  for  the  benefit  of  the 
masses.  The  imperialists'  attack  on  the 
USSR  draws  nearer  as  the  Soviet  Union 
gains  greater  strength.  A  barrage  of 
propaganda  and  publicity  must  be  let  loose, 
pyramided  by  lies,  "Red"  scares  and  hys- 
teria to  stir  up  the  demand  for  war.  Hence 
the  hearings,  which  might  more  accuratelj 
be  called  inquisitions  for  even  the'  sham 
pretenses  of  "hearing  both  sides"  have 
been  dropped. 

It  is  the  committee's  job  to  "prove"  that 
the  Communist  Party,  all  militant  work- 
ers' organizations  anil  the  militant  labor 
press  must  be  outlawed,  that  more  rigid 
immigration  and  deportation  laws  must  be 
adopted  to  hound  and  persecute  foreign- 
born  workers,  and  that  nothing  short  of 
a  special  department  of  the  U.  S.  gov- 
ernment with  a  corps  of  secret  police  spies 
must  be  established  to  plan  and  execute  on 
a  nation-wide  scale  the  wholesali  arrests, 
ladings,  lvnchings  and  frame-ups  of  those 
who  lead  tin'  struggles  of  the  workers, 
and  to  shake  the  faith  of  the  masses  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  laying  the  basis  for  war. 
In  this  it  is  ably  assisted  b)  the  Russian 
czarist  plotters  in  America  and  th<  fascist 
leader  of  the  American  Federation  ol  I 
bor,  Mr.  Woll.  Mr.  Root,  corporation 
lawyer  and  representative  of  finance  capi- 
tal, calls  tor  "a  special  body  of  police" 
for  the  1 1  5  it  empire"  are 

being  used  to  "overthrow  the  government." 
Ralph  Easley,  professional  "Red"  hamr 
and  paytriot,  echoes  the  demand.  The 
pope,  who  has  only   just  heard  of  the  un- 
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employment    crisis,    warns   of    the    danger 
ot  "bolshevism." 

'I  he  eager  acceptance  by   the  comn 
of  the   forged   Whalen 
thentic,    although    proven    beyond    shadow 
ot  doubt  that  they   were  manufactured  b\ 
Russian    czarists,    the    .  r\    about    "S 
gold,"  and   "convict   labor"  and   the   vici- 
ous attack  against  the  Amtorg,  the  5 
trading    agency,    to    boycott    and    d 
Soviet  trade  in  the  Unit  .  show  the 

intention  of  the  committee  to  s,-t  thi 
for  the  next  war.        I  .  th  ot 

Social    '  imy    in   tie     I    5SF 

tpitalism   ami   arousing   the   workers 

in    America    to    revolt    against    its    misery    is 

indicated  in  the  doubts  expressed  In   com- 
mittee  members  rcLrardm_:  the  advisability 
of    permitting    machinery,   equipment   and 
credits  to  go  to  Russia  to  make  i 
micallj  independent. 

:\  mighty  demonstration  on  August  1st 
by  the  workers  of  the  world  against  im- 
perialist war  and  for  the  defense  of  the 
Soviet  Union  will  answer  the  Fish  com- 
mittee. The  workers  must  take  the  chal- 
lenge of  the  Fish  investigation  to  recruit 
tens  of  thousands  of  workers  into  the  In- 
ternational Labi  r  Del  to  build  a  pow- 
erful defense  organization  to  prevent  the 
outlawing  of  the  oi  I  the  mili- 
tant work  successfully  re- 
sist the  efforts  of  the  t  crush  the 
ting  spirit  of  the  work 
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Constructing    the   giant   cement   combine   in    the    Ural    District 

By  Daniel  Donovan 

(Chairman   Workers'  Delegation  to   USSR) 
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UR  delegation  from  the  Friends  of 
the  Soviet  Union  arrived  in  Moscow 
a  few  days  before  international 
workers'  day,  May  first.  The  first  stirring, 
inspiring  day  spent  during  our  tour  was 
the  celebration  of  May  Day  in  Moscow. 
Red  Square  on  May  Day  was  filled  not 
only  with  Moscow's  population  approxi- 
mating 3  million  people,  but  by  many 
more  who  came  from  all  sections  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  demonstration.  On  the 
reviewing  stand,  perched  on  the  Kremlin 
walls,  stood  the  men  and  women  leaders 
of  the  militant  working  class  who  only  a 
little  more  than  a  decade  ago  were  fight- 
ing in  mine,  mill,  factory  and  farm  against 
Czarist  torture  and  oppression.  Soon  a 
marching  army  of  workers,  phalanx  after 
phalanx  pass  by,  twenty,  thirty,  forty 
abreast,  soldiers,  sailors,  men,  women, 
young  workers  and  children.  From  early 
morning  until  late  into  the  night,  the 
workers,  three  million  it  is  estimated, 
marched,  cheering,  shouting,  and  singing. 
Red  Square,  the  Kremlin,  the  flying  corps, 
the  throngs,  the  martial  music,  the  dra- 
matic reading  of  the  Red  Army  oath  by 
the  commander  and  its  thunderous  repe- 
tition by  the  Red  soldiers  are  unforget- 
able  pictures. 
All  through  our  4,000-milc  tour  in  the 


land  of  the  Soviets  we 
found  real  freedom  for 
the  workers. 

The  Five-Year  Plan  now 
under  way  in  the  Soviet 
Union  is  the  most  gigantic 
constructive  undertaking  in 
history.  What  seemed  to 
some  skeptics  a  Utopian 
dream  is  now  being  fulfill- 
ed. Railroads,  new  tractor 
factories,  automobile,  truck, 
textile  and  power  plants  are 
rapidly  being  rushed  to 
completion  at  the  end  of 
the  second  year  of  the  plan. 
The  second  largest  build- 
ing in  the  world,  located  in 
Charkov,  the  capital  of 
—  Ukraine,  is  about  ready  for 
occupancy.  The  Turk-Sib 
railroad  recently  completed 
was  a  year  ahead  of  sched- 
ule. Tonnage  over  Soviet 
railroads  amounted  to  340 
million  tons  and  next  year 
500  million  tons  will  be 
transported.  Compare  this 
with  pre-war  tonnage  in 
1913  of  132  million  tons, 
when  the  railroads  of  Fin- 
land, Poland  and  other 
countries  were  part  of  the 
Russian  transportation  sys- 
tem. Today  approximately 
the  same  number  of  work- 
ers are  employed,  but  instead  of  working 
an  1  1-hour  day  as  they  did  under  the  czar, 
Soviet  workers  have  a  7-hour  day  with  4 
days  work  and  one  day  rest.  Reconstruction 
of  the  transportation  system  has  been  phe- 
nomenal. The  output  of  the  manufac- 
turing industries  has  doubled  since  pre-war 
days  and  at  the  end  of  the  second  year 
of  the  plan  it  will  have  quadrupled. 
Power  development  is  fast  nearing  the 
allotted  figure.  From  2  billion  kilowatt 
hours  in  1913,  7  billion  was  attained  in 
1929,  and  when  the  new  power  projects 
produce  electrical  energy,  the  figures  will 
be  3  times  greater. 

In  Stalingrad  we  saw  what  is  the  larg- 
est tractor  factory  in  the  world,  now 
operating  three  shifts  a  day.  The  largest 
agricultural  plant  in  Europe  will  start 
production  in  October  at  Rostov-on-Don. 
Three  large  automobile  factories  are  un- 
der construction,  one  at  Nizhni-Novgorod 
on  the  Volga,  which  will  have  a  capacity 
of  140,000  cars.  The  Dnieper  River 
Hydro-Electric  plant,  the  largest  in  the 
world,  will  soon  be  ready.  Volumes  could 
In  written  to  detail  the  projects  in  every 
avenue  of  commerce  and  trade.  Giant 
farms  on  a  par  with  the  giant  industries 
are  springing  up  like  mushrooms  in  everj 
direction.     At  the  farm  we  visited,  called 
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G'tgant,  60%  of  the  holdings  of  the  peas- 
ants are  already  collectivized.  Collectivi- 
zation is  the  watchword  everywhere. 
Gigant  had  407  tractors,  22  combines, 
31  threshers,  and  will  have  over  250 
thousand  hectares  when  cultivated.  The 
working  day  on  the  farms 'is  7  hours  and 
three  shifts  are  operating.  Scattered 
through  the  farm  at  various  places  are 
the  camps  for  the  workers.  In  all  the 
camps,  libraries,  social  halls  for  entertain- 
ment, movies  and  other  social  activity  are 
found.  In  all  places  we  visited  whether 
in  factory,  mine,  farm  or  office  we  found 
the  workers  happy,  healthy,  enthusiastic 
and  imbued  with  a  spirit  and  determina- 
tion for  the  building  up  of  socialism  based 
on  the  teachings  of  the  great  revolutionary- 
leader,  Lenin.  As  the  Five-Year  Plan 
progresses,  the  conditions  of  the  workers 
become  better  and  better,  while  in  capital- 
ist countries,  one  sees  only  greater  unem- 
ployment, oppression  and  poverty. 

Everyone  in  this  land  is  at  school,  pre- 
paring to  carry  on  industry  and  the  work- 
ers' rule.  Under  Czarism  80%  of  the 
population  was  illiterate.  Today  less  than 
40%  is  illiterate  and  at  the  culmination 
of  the  Five-Year  Plan  illiteracy  will  be 
eliminated.  The  most  wide  awake  and 
best  informed  youth  in  the  world  today 
are  those  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  workers  in  the  Soviet  Union  have 
abolished  king,  bishop  and  boss  and  are 
ruling  for  the  benefit  of  the  masses  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Communist  Party. 
Workers  of  the  world  must  rally  to  the 
protection  of  the  Soviet  Union  against 
attack  by  the  capitalists  who  are  seeking 
every  pretext  to  destroy  the  workers'  gov- 
ernment.    Defend  the  Soviet  Union! 


Young     Communist    workers    re.i.l    .luring    rest 
pcrioA 


Mooney  and  Billings — Some  New  Facts 


THE  history  of  the  McDonald  confession  in 
the    case    oi     Warren     Billings    and    Tom 

Mooney,  is  a  history  c » t  tin-  heroism  of  militant 
workers  ami  treachery  of  social  fascist  ami  A. 
I  .  ot  I,,  officials.  In  view  of  the  tacts  in  the 
case,  the  attempt  of  the  bourgeois  press  to  make 
A.  I  .  of  L.  officials  "the  heroes  oi  the  oci 
is  ridiculous. 

It  was  not  Ed  Nockels  of  the  Chicago  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  who  obtained  the  original  confes- 
sion. As  for  Medraily,  Broening  ami  the  other 
A.    F.   of    I.,    satellites    who  are    now    on    the    Inn.l- 

wagon,  these  were  silent   partners  to  the   frame- 
up.      The  confession   was  obtained  In   twi 
tants,    Jack    Johnstone    ami    Leon    Josephson,   at 
present   members   of   the   Communist    Partj    ami 

International  Labor  Defense.  It  was  a  member 
of  the  reactionary  A  .F.  of  L.  clique  m  Mooney 's 
own  local  ot  die  Molders  Union,  wli 
that  repudiation  from  becoming  an  effective 
weapon  tor  the  immediate  freeing  of  the  victims 
ot  this  most  outrageous  ami  atrocious  frame-up. 

In  the  winter  of  1921,  Mr.  Kcssclman,  a  sym- 
pathizer of  the  revolutionary 
movement,  who  owned  a 
cheap  hotel  in  Trenton,  in- 
formed Leon  Josephson,  that 
he  had  a  boarder  in  his  hotel 
who,  he  was  certain,  was  Mi- 
ll.maid,  the  state's  witness 
whose  testimony  convicted 
Mooney  and  Billings.  Joseph- 
son,  immediately  went  to  the 
hotel  and  convinced  himself 
after  seeing  the  man  that  the 
likeness  was  very  strong.  He 
got  in  touch  with  Jack  John- 
stone, then  secretary  of  the 
Moonej  Defense  Committee 
in  Chicago.  Johnstone  came 
i"    I  renton. 

A  plan  of  strategy  was 
worked  out.  This  called  for 
Johnstone  being  presented  as 
a  local  character  to  McDon- 
ald by  Josephson  and  Kessel- 
man. Johnstone  was  to  make 
friends  with  McDonald  and 
eventually  get  from  him  the 
truth  about  his  testimony  in 
the  trial.  Weeks  passed 
by.  Johnstone  ate,  slept  and  otherwise 
stayed  with  McDonald  constantly.  The  task, 
however,  proved  harder  than  was  first  antici- 
pated. McDonald  was  ready  to  talk  about  every 
city  and  state  that  he  was  in  but  California. 
Johnstone  carefully  played  the  part  assigned  to 
him.  He  presented  himself  to  McDonald  as  a 
desperate  character  who  was  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  police  and  their  ways  from 
long  personal  experience.  But  McDonald  did 
not  exchange  the  confidence. 

Finally,  with  the  help  of  Frank  P.  Walsh,  a 
story  was  printed  in  the  newspapers  as  originat- 
ing from  San  Francisco  which  told  of  McDon- 
ald's  perjury    and    warned    that    unless    the    truth 

told  the  perjurers  would  suffer  the  conse- 
quences of  their  deed.  Johnstone  pretended  to 
run  across  the  item  accidentally.  He  showed  it 
to  McDonald  and  casually  asked  him  if  he  was 
the  man  in  the  case.  II.  also  told  McDonald  the 
story  of  an  imaginary  strike  in  ["oron! 
which  he  (Johnstone)  got  into  trouble  with  the 
Bui,   he  explained,   he   was  able   to   get 

out  of  the  situation  because  he  knew  how  to 
handle  himself  with  the  police.  And  he  was 
sure  he  could  h.lp  anyone  in  a  similar  predica- 
ment. 

McDonald    "came    through."      In    a    burst    of 


Bj   Sam   Dak.,  y 

Confidence   he   told   Johnstone  the  entire   st,,r\    of 
'  raine-up. 
Johnston..-   impressed    upon    McDonald    th 

..t  the  crime  he  had  committed  and 
urged  him  to  correct  it  immediately.  After  fur- 
ther discussion  it  was  agreed  th.it  Johnstone  go 

to    New     York    and    arrange    a  with 

Frank   J.    Walsh.      A    short    while    later    in    the 
■    Walsh,    Nockel — who 

Chicago    tor   that    purposi — and    innumerable    re- 
porters, photographers,  etc.,   McDonald   'old   bis 

now    infamous  tab-. 

Hut   the   work   was  to  be  at   Last   partial! 
:;  ted    bj    the   tre.nh.rv    of   the     \.    I- .      of    L.   an  I 
Socialist   Party.     Representatives  of   the   M 
I'  fense   Committee   ot    Chicago   went    to   Gom- 
pers.       rhej     explained    to    him    that    they    had 
obtained    the   confession   of   perjury    from    M 
Donald   and  asked   him    for  two  thousand   doll  irs 
to  help  cover  the  expenses  in  carrying  the  case 


£///■ 

through.     Gompers,  a  leer  on  his  frog-like  face, 

answered  : 

"You  obtained  a  confession-  Confession  is 
good  for  the  soul."  He  then  turned  on  his 
heel   and    walked   out. 

In  California  the  Socialist  Part)  was  doing  its 
utmost  to  undermine  Mooney *s  case.  I  hey 
joined  the  frame-up  by  preparing  his  expulsion 
from  the  S.  1*.  They  warned  their  membership 
against  participating  in  Mooney's  defense  be- 
cause they  declared  Mooney  and  Hillings  were 
"dangerous  anarchists." 

Hut   the  crowning  betrayal   was  carried  thn 

by    a    member    of     Mo, v 's    own     local    of    the 

Molders'  Union  who  was  pan  of  th.  reactionary 
V  1  .,t  L.  clique.  This  worth)  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Jurv  which  sat  on  the 
When  McDonald,  escorted  bv  Jack  John- 
stone, arrived  m  Nan  Francisco,  a  COmmitt 
five  wis  sent  by  the  Grand  Jurv  to  .lis,  u-s  the 
new    turn   the  case   had  taken. 

llus    committee    .it    (list    insisted    upon    talking 

with     MacDonald     alone.       Knowing     the     weak 

•    i     ■>:      McDonald,     Johnstone     refused     to 

leave  the  room  Alter  some  dickering,  the 
Committee  yielded  and  made  its  proposal;  it 
would   grant   McDonald   immunity   from  perjury 
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for     what     McDonald     may     hav 
oath  in  th  but  it  would 

grant    no    immunity  „    thc 

hearing    which    was    alxmi  ]  |,e 

threat  ; 

warning    to    McDonald    that    the    Grand    Jury 
intended  t.  iiured  him- 

self, not    the   first   time  when   he   gave   the   frame- 
It    when   he    was   telling   the 

'ruth '       M,  Donald    undi  i    thi  - 
would     nor      testify.     I  |      the 

Mooney    di  med    and     scolded    but    the 

Grand  Jury* would  not  budge  from 
I'll,-  moil  outspoken  m  ..-.  ,     • 

o)    tin-   gran./  jury   was   the   reactionary    member 
of  the  San  Francisco  MoUert'  Vm^n.     He  held 
the   end    and    succeeded    in   preventing   a 
change  of  th.-  Grand  Jury's  attitude.     Mi  i 
then    left,    and    was    not    heard    from    until    thi: 
nl    period. 
now    sees   in    the    obliging   boss   and    "so- 
cialist"  press    that    they    dug    out    Nockels,   at   this 
moment    a    bitter  iry,    in    order    ti 

tor   the   confess.,,,,    w  h  ,  I,    n  u   obtail 
a    member   of   the    Communist    Party,  Jack   John- 
stone,   and    a    member    of    the    International    La- 
bor Defense,  Leon  Josephson. 

During    ih,    p,,s,    f,v,    years  tic     '•'.  Mold- 

ers   Defense    Commit!  -i     Francisco    has 

been  carrying  on  back-door  negotiation 
crooked  California  capitalist  politicians  for  the 
of  the  prisoners.  The  International  La- 
bor Detensc  bitterly  opposed  this  method  of 
work.  It  proposed  the  organization  of  demon- 
strations, and  other  :  urc  ,„ 
obtain     tree, loin     tor     our    martyred    class 

About    a    month    ago,    ti  incisco 

committee    was   apparently   convinced,  despite   the 
warnings    of    the    ILD,    that    their    activiti- 
borne    fruit.       The    writer    was    informed    by    a 
bourgeois    news    agency    that     "Moonev 
and    Hillings   would   be  rclt  n   a  month." 

The   social    reformists    and  rho    rlways 

followed    the    policy    of    quieting    the    pro' 
the    masses    also    spread    word    everywhere    that 
tree, loin     was     assured.        The     "socialist"     party 
immediately    sent    Clarence    Senior,    its    National 
secretary,  to  San  (Juentin  to  get   permission   from 
Moonev     t,,    organize    demonstrations    for    his    re- 
v     set    the    time    for    their    demonstra- 
tions aftet   the  decision  In   Governor  Young,  ob- 
viously  intending   not    to  demonstrate   for    release 
but  to  capitalize  on  a  release  which  they  thought 
would    surely    take    place.       This    is    the    ••. 
opportunist  shrewdness  of  pawnbroker 
only    tor   cashing    in. 

The    decision     of    Governor    Young     was    de- 
nounced  bv    \|.     n   •.     is  a  double  ,r,s.       \| 
is     right.       But     the     responsible     parties     in     thc 
treachery  are  not  only  the  g  dans, 

but  also  those   false   friends 
with   them. 

B  '    u-    this,    however,    the    Moonej     Molders 

nnittee   in    ,  .    thought    I 

in  a  "lid  i 

the    ILD   on   qui  principle   so   th   . 

sorted    to    spreading    lving    petty     rumors    about 
alleged    mishandle  m    to    the    ILD 

I  purposes. 
A     letter    dated    June.  |     that    the 

ILD  has  been  ,.  nda  tor   NL  , v   and 

Hillings  defense  but   turned 
I 

■•<   in   donations   for  tii 
Jan.    1929.     The  only   fun 
■ 

(Continued  on  fjgt    170) 
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Photo  by  O.  Nelson 
Unemployed   workers    from  everywhere   attend    the  National  Convention  of  the  Unemployed  on  July 
4-th  in   Chicago   to    organize  solidly   for  the  struggle  against   unemflyoment. 


THIRTEEN  hundred  and  twenty 
delegates,  representing  directly  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  employed  and  un- 
employed workers,;  gathered  in  Chicago 
on  July  4  to  renew  and  broaden  the 
struggle  for  unemployment  insurance  — 
for  Work  or  Wages.  And  these  delegates 
came  prepared  to  fight.  They  came  chief- 
ly from  the  steel,  auto,  mining,  transpor- 
tation and  building  industries,  where  mass 
lay-offs  and  wage-cuts  have  impoverished 
the  workers,  and  where  the  most  brutal 
police  terror  is  being  used  to  crush  the 
workers'  growing  revolts. 

From  the  South,  where  dozens  of  Ne- 
groes have  been  recently  lynched  or  other- 
wise murdered,  and  where  the  organizers 
and  active  workers  of  the  Communist 
Party,  the  Trade  Union  Unity  League  and 
the  International  Labor  Defense  have 
been  imprisoned,  with  the  threat  in  the 
case  of  Powers  and  Carr  of  the  electric 
chair,  came  twenty-four  Negro  workers. 

These  workers  came  from  twenty-one 
states  to  organize  a  national  council  of 
unemployed  workers  and  to  develop  a  na- 
tional struggle  for  unemployment  insur- 
ance. But  before  creating  their  national 
organization,  and  before  developing  their 
national  struggle,  they  were  forced  to 
wage  a  local  fight  against  the  Chicago 
police  and  the  corrupt  gangster-controlled 
city  politicians  for  their  right  to  demon- 
strate for  their  demands  in  Chicago  parks 
and  on  Chicago's  streets,  and  even  for 
their  right  to  hold  their  national  conven- 
tion. 

For  days  prior  to  the  convention, 
"The  World  Greatest  Newspaper"—  The 
Chicago  Tribune  (father  of  Chicago's 
gang  wars  and  retainer  of  the  underworld 
"fixer"  Lingle)  whooped  it  up  about  a 
"secret  convention,"  which  according  to 
Riga  dispatches  was  about  to  overthrow 
the  United  States  Governent,  with  Moscow 


gold,  of  course,  as  the  necessary  ideological 
preparation  for  the  police  attacks  on  the 
delegates. 

Highways  leading  into  the  city  were 
patrolled  by  police  and  deputy  cheriffs. 
Delegates  arriving  on  foot  and  by  auto- 
mobile were  searched  and  jailed.  Work- 
ers innocently  walking  the  streets  were 
arrested.  The  lodging  houses  in  the  "slave 
market"  districts  were  cleaned.  All  this 
was  started  several  days 
before  July  4th  to  terror- 
ize the  workers. 

But  the  workers,  long 
jobless,  hungry,  and  in 
most  cases  penniless,  with 
families  waiting  at  home, 
were  not  in  a  mood  to  be 
easily  terrorized.  They 
had  come  to  Chicago  to 
organize  a  fight.  Many 
of  them  had  spent  years 
fighting  in  the  workers' 
movement.  Searches,  ar- 
rests, beatings,  were  not 
to  deter  them  in  reaching 
their  aim — an  organized  struggle  for  un- 
employment insurance. 

The  program,  as  arranged  by  the  Na- 
tional Committee  of  the  Trade  Union 
Unity  League  and  Provisional  Committee 
set  up  at  the  conference  of  unemployed 
workers  held  in  New  York  on  March  29t 
which  jointly  called  the  Chicago  conven- 
tion, provided  first  for  a  mass  demonstra- 
tion at  Union  Park  on  July  4.  A  permit 
for  this  demonstration  was  granted  by  the 
South  Side  Park  Commissioners,  but  as 
they  saw  the  hundreds  of  unemployed  dele- 
ites  streaming  into  the  city,  they  changed 
their  mind  notifying  the  arrangements 
committee  that  the  police  would  prevent 
the  demonstration   from  taking  place. 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  4,  however, 
the  delegates,  backed  up  by  over    10,000 
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Chicago  workers  gathered  at  Union  Park 
with  the  openly  declared  intention  of  going 
through  with  the  demonstration  for  which 
many  had  journeyed  to  Chicago.  They 
gathered  first  in  the  park,  from  which  they 
were  soon  driven  out  by  the  police,  but 
they  were  not  scattered.  They  retreated 
in  good  order  toward  Madison  Street — 
and  there  they  stopped.  .  Speakers  were 
raised  in  the  crowd  and  the  demonstration 
was  on,  with  the  infuriated  uniformed 
thugs  on  the  outside  of  the  crowd  of  over 
12,000  workers 

Ordinary  police  methods  were  not 
used.  Squad  cars,  each  containing  seven 
cops  or  plain  clothes  men,  armed  with 
Thompson  machine  guns  and  tear  gas, 
which  had  been  concentrated  in  the  vici- 
nity, and  others  which  were  soon  corralled 
by  the  police  department's  efficient  radio 
system  (expanded  greatly  following  Au- 
gust 1st,  last  year)  were  quickly  rushed 
to  the  scene.  These  cars,  lined  up  two 
and  three  abreast,  supplemented  by  motor- 
cycles for  use  on  the  sidewalks,  mercilessly 
plowed  into  the  crowd,  driving  the  work- 
ers before  them. 


Photo  by  O.   Nelson 
Some   of  the  army   of   eight    million   jobless  workers  in   the   U.   S. 


As  the  mass  was  broken,  these  uni- 
formed thugs,  in  many  cases  with  a  gun 
in  one  hand  and  a  club  in  the  other, 
bounded  out  of  their  cars  and  began  mur- 
derously clubbing  the  workers — the  unem- 
ployed "guests"  of  the  city  of  Chicago. 
And  for  almost  two  hours  these  capitalist 
bloodhounds  drove  the  workers  first  from 
one  street  and  then  from  another,  but  it 
was  not  until  after  6  p.  m.,  three  hours 
after  the  demonstration  started,  that  the 
streets  were  final  I \    cleaned. 

During  the  fight  somewhere  about  25 
were  arrested;  many  more  were  bully 
beaten;  several  received  fractured  boms; 
a  number  were  taken  to  hospitals  for 
emergency  treatment.  The  most  vicious 
part  of  all  was  the  brutal  treatment  given 
workers  after  their  arrest. 


WAGES 


A  I  II  AWAY 


Hut  all  this  iliil  not  break  the  spirit  of 
these  fighters  who  gathered  in  Chicago 
hem  all  parts  of  the  countr)  to  demand 
unemployment  insurance.     They  expected 

a  fight,  and  tin  J  fought.  The  casualties 
were  not  all  cm  the  side  of  the  work'  l 
number  of  cops  also  found  their  match, 
and  a  number  of  workers  returned  home 
with  pieces  of  uniforms  as  trophies  of  the 
battle.  Three  times  the  workers  reformed 
their  lines,  singing  revolutionary  songs, 
and  shouting  their  fighting  slogans. 

And  it  was  with  this  same  fighting 
spirit,  if  anything  still  keener  as  a  result 
of  the  fight,  that  1320  delegates  and  man) 
more  visitors  entered  the  convention  at  the 
Ashland  Auditorium  the  following  morn- 
ing. The  convention,  well,  without 
exaggeration,  both  from  the  viewpoint  of 
composition,  as  well  as  militancy  and  de- 
termination, this  was  the  best  which  the 
revolutionary  workers'  movement  has  held 
in  recent  times. 

Comrade  Dunne,  who  reported  for  tin- 
national  committee,  had  himself  gone 
through  the  miserable  conditions  which 
now  confront  the  8,000,000  unemployed 
workers,  and  his  report  was  a  fighting 
report  that  appealed  to  these  workers'  de- 
sire for  struggle.  He  explained  the  pres- 
ent situation, — the  deepening  economic 
crisis  coming  at  a  time  when  all  the  big 
capitalist  powers  were  already  engaged 
in  a  frantic  struggle  for  markets  and  the 
efforts  of  the  capitalists  by  means  of  mass 
unemployment,  wage  cuts,  speed-up,  im- 
perialist war  and  war  against  the  workers' 
Soviet  Republic,  to  solve  the  crisis  at  the 
expense  of  the  workers.  His  proposals 
for  a  strike  policy  against  wage  cuts,  for  a 
determined  struggle  for  unemployment  in- 
surance and  against  imperialist  war  on  tin- 
basis  of  the  demand,  "Not  one  cent  for 
armaments;  all  funds  for  unemployment 
insurance,"  was  enthusiastically  applauded 
and  the  concrete  program  of  struggle  for 
these  demands  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolutions  calling  upon  the  wankers, 
employed  and  unemployed,  to  demonstrate 
on  August  1st  against  imperialist  war  and 
for  unemployment  insurance,  on  the  or- 
ganization of  workers'  defense  corps,  on 
the  release  of  class  war  prisoners  and  en- 
dorsing  the  work  of  the  I.  L.  I),  were 
unanimouslj  adopted  amid  the  gi 
enthusiasm. 

But  one  of  the  high  points  of  the  con- 
vention was  the  reading  of  greetings  from 
the  imprisoned  New  York  unemployed 
delegation — Foster,  Minor,  Amter  and 
Raymond,    which    was    followed    by    the 


Members    ot    tin  oriers'  delegation  to 

demand  for  their  release  and  the  declara- 
tion of  the  convention  that  along  with  tin- 
struggle  for  "Work  or  Wages"  would  go 
a  determined   struggle    for  the   n  lea 
these  working  class  fighters. 

.After  a  series  of  industrial  confei 
and  conferences  of  Negro,  women,  and 
youth  delegates,  at  which  concrete  plans  of 
Struggle  were  worked  out,  linking  up  the 
general  demands  of  the  confi  i  em 
immediate  relief,  for  unemployment  in- 
surance, with  the  struggle  against  lynching, 
Jim  Crowism  and  segregation,  and  the  spe- 
cial demands  ot  these  various  other  categ- 
ories of  workers,  and  after  the  election  oi 
a  national  committee  and  national  officials, 
the  convention  adjourned,  the  delegates 
returning  to  their  homes  on  foot,  by  bus, 
by  auto  and  h\-  freight. 


the  National  I  nemfh  ttion. 

<  >li<     thing      -  assured  ;    tin  - 

returning    home   to   fight.     Their   experi- 
in   Chicago   have   taught    them    who 
they    have   to    fight;    th  learly    the 

alliance  between  bosses,  tin  government, 
the  A.  !■'.  of  L.,  the  Socialist  Party,  and 
the  underworli  them 

realize  that  in  the  course  of  the  s^ 
for    unemployment    insurance    they, 
lis-,    will    develop   tin-    forces   capab] 
overthrowing   American  capitalism  and  all 
its   rotten    institutions  and   establishing   here 
also  a  workers'  government. 

The  task  now    befi  re  the  new!)   el     - 
national    comm  tl  ire   all 

other   revolutionary   organizations,   includ- 
ing tin-   International   Labor  I  i    ■ 
give  leadership  and  direction  to  this  n 
mint. 


Unemfi  \htlier  on  stout- 

has   since   hctn   withdrawn    by    police    order. 
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Comrades  carrying  the  bier  of 
Alfred  Levy,  murdered  Negro 
worker  from  Communis! 
Par  Iv  headquarters  where 
thousands  of  workers  -paid 
their  respects  to  the  fallen 
fighter. 


10,000  workers  demonstrate 
against  police  terror  at  the  fu- 
neral of  Alfred  Levy,  who  died 
after  brutal  slugging  by  New 
York   police. 


IN  almost  three  successive  days,  three  workers,  victims 
of  police  terrorism  and  A.  F.  of  L.  gangsterism,  gave 
their  lives  in  the  struggle  of  the  workingclass  against 
capitalist  exploitation  and  oppression.  On  June  27th, 
Alfred  Levy,  a  Negro  worker,  a  Communist  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Marine  Workers  Industrial  Union  was  clubbed 
to  death  by  the  police  with  the  assistance  of  leaders  cf  the 
Garvey  organization,  while  participating  in  an  ami-lynch- 
ing meeting  in  Harlem.  Hazel  Weizenberg,  a  member 
of  the  Trade  Union  Unity  League,  was  attacked  and 
brutally  murdered  on  June  29th,  by  gangsters  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  while  distributing  leaflets  at  a  painters'  union 
meeting.  The  blood  of  these  two  workers  had  not  yet 
dried,  when,  on  June  30th,  Gonzalo  Gonzales,  a  Mexi- 
can worker,  fell,  the  victim  of  a  policeman's  bullet, 
while  marching  with  his  fellow  workers  to  pay  their  last 
respects  to  their  murdered  comrade,  Alfred  Levy. 

These  murders  and  slugging  of  workers,  the  nation- 
wide arrests  and  breaking  up  of  meetings  by  the  bosses' 
thugs  are  indicative  of  the  policy  of  the  employers  to 
ruthlessly  destroy  every  semblance  of  a  genuine  revolu- 
tionary movement  in  this  country.  The  savage  attacks 
meted  out  to  the  workingclass  is  the  answer  of  the  capital- 
ists to  the  demands  of  the  workers  for  better  living  condi- 
tions and  their  struggle 
against  unemployment, 
the  terrific  speed  -  up 
and  wage  cuts.  In  or- 
der to  stem  the  tide  of 
revolt  of  the  workers 
against  misery  a  n  d 
starvation,  the  bosses 
use  every  means  at 
their  disposal  to  intimi- 
date, browbeat  and 
drive  the  masses  into 
submission  to  capitalist 
exploitation  and  degra- 
dation. 

'Fhe      brutal      police 
murders   and   clubbing 
Death  mask  of  Gonzalo  Gonzales        of     workers     are     not 


UNITY  AGAINST  ] 


mere  incidents  in  the  class  struggle.  They  are  a  part  of 
the  general  offensive  of  the  employers  against  the  work- 
ers, to  smash  every  form  of  resistance  of  the  working 
class  against  capitalist  enslavement. 

The  new  wave  of  lynching  and  burning  of  Negroes 
at  the  stake,  the  increase  in  Jim  Crowism  and  segregation 
are  not  only  part  of  the  scheme  of  the  employers  to  break 
the  resistance  of  the  Negro  masses,  but  to  prevent  the 
ever  growing  unity  of  the  black  and  white  workers  in  the 
South.  For  the  first  six  months  of  this  year,  19  Negro 
workers  have  been  lynched  by  the  southern  bourbons. 
This  is  seven  more  than  for  the  en- 
tire year  of  1929.  The  extent  of 
the  growing  mob  violence  against 
Negroes  can  be  seen  from  the  recent 
attempt  at  wholesale  murder  of  the 
Robertson  family  in  Emelle,  Ala- 
bama. Because  of  a  dispute  over 
the  payment  of  a  battery,  four  Ne- 
groes were  murdered,  about  six  ar- 
rested and  imprisoned,  the  likely 
victims  of  a  lynch  gang  at  any  mo- 
ment. And  to  give  the  official 
governmental  stamp  of  approval 
to  lynch  law,  the  governor  of  Ala- 
bama offered  a  reward  of  $300, 
"dead  or  alive"  for  members  of 
the  Robertson  family  who  had  es- 
caped the  lynch  rope. 

As  this  is  written,  hundreds  of  J 


Worker    ex    -    servii  etnen 

form  a  section  of  Gon- 
zales funeral  demonstra- 
tion and  Clary  slogans 
against  war  and  for  the 
defense  of  the  Soviet 
Union. 


Photos  on   this  page  by 

Labor     Defender      l'hotu 

Group. 


2  5,000  workers  an- 
swer the  call  of  the 
Communist  Party  and 
march  in  demonstra- 
tion against  the  cold 
blooded  murder  by 
Tammany  policeman, 
of  Gonzalo  Gonzales, 
militant  Mexican 
worker,  and  against 
this  system  of  hun- 
ger and   terrorism. 


?j-    In  the   l_\lT 
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Voung    Planters   participate   in 
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3SS  TERROR 


Bj  (  )tto  Huiswood 


Negroes,  driven  from  their  homes  in  Erick,  Oklahoma 

arc  fleeing  to  "safer"  places  in  tin-  smith.  On  the  rlimsy 
charge  that  a  white  woman  was  found  dead  on  the  farm 
where  a  Negro  worked,  the  town  is  bun-  whipped  into 
hysteria  for  a  grand  lynching  ami  "roasting"  party. 

But  today  the  lynch  rope  is  no  longer  held  in  reserve 
for  the  Negro  masses.  This  vicious  system  of  murder, 
the  chain  gang  and  other  methods  of  torture  arc  being 
utilized  by  the  southern  bosses  against  the  white  work- 
ers, who  dare  challenge  the  whole  system  of  robbery 
and  plunder,  and  attempt  to  organize  the  white  and  black 
workers  ot  the  South  on  a  basis  ot  equality.  1  0  the-  ex- 
tent that  the  southern  white  workers  become  conscious 
of  the  fact  that  their  class  interest  is  identical  with  that 
of  the  Negro  workers,  and  begin  to  organize  both  groups 
on  a  basis  of  complete  equality  for  a  struggle  against  the 
capitalist  system,  will  they  too  become  the  victims  oi  this 
whole  barbarous  system  of  terrorism  and  lynching.  The 
cold-blooded  murder  of  Ella  May  Wiggins,  the  rail- 
roading to  jail  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  of  two  Negro  and 


Dolores  Oonzahs, 
•wife  of  working 
class    martyr,    joins 

the  Communist  Par- 
ty  to    carry   on   the 
fight     in     the     clad 
struggle. 


four  white  workers,  where  thej    face  the  electric  chair 
for  the  "crime"  of  ad  vocal  :1   equalit)    ani 

their  attempt  to  organize  the  downtrodden  and  brutally 
exploited  black  and  white  workers,  are  but  further  proof 
of  the  determination  of  the  bosses  to  prevent  the  rapidly 
de\  eloping  solidarity  of 
the  workers  in  the 
south. 

Only  through  unity 
and  solidarity  can  the 
entire  working  class 
carry  on  a  relentless 
tight  against  the  vicious 
system  of  1\  nching  and 
burning  at  tin-  stake, 
against  the  brutal  po- 
lice murders  ami  tor- 
ture, ami  put  an  end  to 
the  capitalist  s\stem 
which  creates  and 
feeds  on  racial  antag- 
onism. 


■ 


'■■ion  of  C/ucago  v/oi 
tin  Trad*  Union  Unity    i 

163 


Glass  Warfare  in  California 


By  Marna  Leigh 


Frank     Sfeclor,      imprisoned     Imperial      Valley 
organizer 

T  J  NDERCOVER  warfare  in  Los 
Angeles!  On  the  surface  so  lovely 
(one  cannot  talk  of  Los  Angeles  without 
telling  of  its  beauty)  but  underneath  so 
vile,  where  degraded  human  beings,  scum 
of  the  earth,  go  snooping  into  people's 
homes  and  activities.  A  constant  combing 
of  the  city  goes  on,  with  31  stool  pigeons 
and  a  Red  Squad  on  the  job,  to  identify 
and  frame-up  all  active,  militant  class 
conscious  workers  on  one  pretext  or  an- 
other. 

Let  any  one  make  a  radical  statement 
in  public,  or  take  part  in  a  demonstration, 
or  attend  a  left  wing  or  communist  meet- 
ing, or  even  as  in  the  case  of  the  writer 
when  a  stranger  in  the  city — read  a  copy 
of  the  Daily  Worker  in  a  lunch  room 
over  a  cup  of  coffee — and  a  dick  is  on 
your  heels  to  watch  your  movements.  And 
then  the  head  of  the  Intelligence  Buro, 
Lieut.  Wm.  F.  Hynes,  like  the  Lord  High 
Executioner,  "has  you  on  his  list"!  His  men 
are  spying  in  every  organization,  and  every 
new  member  is  automatically  registered 
in  his  office.  At  the  first  sign  of  restless- 
ness or  trouble,  these  are  the  people  who 
will  be  gathered  in.  Even  now  these 
round-ups  are  made  sporadically.  Almost 
any  day,  any  one  who  carries  leaflets  01 
radical  literature  thru  the  streets  may 
be  taken  up  for  vagrancy  or  suspicion 
of  criminal  syndicalism.  In  fact,  it  is 
not  uncommon  for  zvorkers  especially 
(and  unemployed  preferred)  to  be  taken 
up  without  being  charged  with  any  crime 
and  kept  in  jail  from  twenty-four  hours 
to  three  days  and  then  dismissed.  But 
not  before  they  receive  "initiation"  and 
.ire  thus  prepared  for  further  victimiza- 
tion. For  every  individual  taken  is 
photographed  and  fingerprinted,  and  ex- 
hibited before  the  secret  service  detectives 
under  the  strong  lights  of  the  "shadow 
box,"  so  they  may  be  properly  identified 
when  a  frame-up  is  fixed.  The  foreign- 
born  are  the  most  easily  disposed  of,  foi 
they  are  immediately  turned  over  to  the 
immigration    authorities    for    deportation. 


Others  may  have  to  go  thru  some  sem- 
blance of  legality.  But  this  state  is  not 
much  bothered  with  legality.  That  is 
why,  before  and  after  meetings  which  the 
Red  Squad  gets  wind  of,  police  can  entei 
the  homes  of  workers  without  warrants, 
search  their  homes  and  arrest  them  with- 
out bringing  any  charges,  and  release  or 
hold    them    on    frame-ups,    as    they    like. 

With  the  February  26th  demonstration 
against  unemployment,  a  new  era  of  blood 
and  brutality  was  inaugurated,  and  in  the 
last  six  months  nearly  300  have  been 
arrested  and  held  on  serious  charges 
(inciting  to  riot,  criminal  syndicalism, 
violation  of  red  flag  law,  etc.).  Per- 
haps another  hundred  have  been  arrested 
and  then  released  without  having  been 
charged  with  any  transgressions  of  law, 
but  initiated  just  the  same,  as  told  above. 

For  the  May  1st  meeting,  application 
for  permit  was  made  April  15,  but  was 
totally  ignored  by  the  Police  Department. 
When  the  workers  gathered  at  the  Plaza 
to  hold  the  International  Labor  Day  De- 
monstration, police  arrived  and  tried  to 
disperse  the  crowds.  But  five  blocks  were 
jammed    solid    with    demonstrators    who 


scheduled  for  the  meeting  at  the  Plaza, 
the  Red  Squad  appeared  in  full  splendor, 
took  possession  not  only  of  the  Plaza  but 
of  all  the  adjoining  streets,  turning  away 
all  persons  coming  near  that  part  of  the 
city.  The  familiar  police  trucks  with 
their  deadly  equipment  for  protesting 
workers,  lined  the  side  streets.  The  meet- 
ing was  prevented,  but  nine  were  arrested. 

This  is  a  short  picture  of  the  recent 
activities  of  those  who  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  some  4,500  open  shoppers  in  Los 
Angeles  employing  about  1 1 2  thousand 
workers. 

For  his  energy  in  this  underground 
warfare  and  terrorization  of  workers  (tho 
it  is  not  yet  generally  known)  Lieutenant 
Hynes,  Chief  of  the  Red  Squad,  is  soon 
to  receive  his  reward.  He  has  been  given 
a  post  with  the  Federal  government  and 
will  make  place  for  the  next  labor-baiter 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  If  the  present 
assistant  to  Hynes,  Pfeiffer,  becomes  the 
next  chief,  the  workers  may  look  forward 
to  more  blood  baths  and  outrages,  for 
Pfeiffer  is  said  to  be  even  more  vicious 
and  brutal  than  Hynes. 


View  of  Folsom  Prison    California 


were  determined  to  hold  their  meeting. 
Heads  were  cracked,  but  wherever 
a  crowd  could  congregate,  a  speaker  was 
lifted  on  the  shoulders  of  workers  to 
speak  until  a  policeman  was  seen  to  ap- 
proach. Thereupon  the  speaker  would 
disappear  in  the  crowd,  but  reappear 
again  in  the  next  crowd  which  gathered. 
Charged  with  parading  without  a  per- 
mit, battery,  and  distributing  handbills, 
18  were  arrested,  of  which  5  are  now 
out  on  bail,  8  had  charges  dropped,  and 
D.  Fradkin,  Carl  Hummel,  Martin 
Shapiro,  John  Vilarino  and  George  Hoxie 
are  still   in  jail. 

The  last  demonstration  here,  on  June 
21,  was  to  In-  an  I.L.I),  meeting  to  pro- 
test the  outrageous  sentences  given  the 
Imperial  Valley  organizers.     At  the  time 
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Danny  Roxas,  Imperial  Valley  fighter,  jailed  for 
2-28  years 


Strike  headquarters  in  Flint,  Mich  ,       >>     10  BOO  workers  followed  the  leadership  of  the  Auto  Workers'  Union  and  struck  militant 

FLINT  STRIKES  FIRE 


FOR  the  first  time  in  American  auto 
history  all  the  workers  in  a  single 
factory  have  walked  out  on  strike.  This 
happened  when  5,000  Fisher  Body  work- 
ers in  Flint,  Mich.,  struck  against  a  50% 
wage  cut  and  intolerable   conditions. 

The  spirit  behind  such  solidarity  soon 
showed  itself  in  strike  activity.  Accept- 
ing the  leadership  of  the  Auto  Workers 
Union  they  organized  mass  picket  lines 
which  cowed  even  the  police  and  the  fac- 
tory was  closed  down.  A  strike  com- 
mittee of  nearly  120  was  elected,  each 
department  in  the  plant  having  representa- 
tion. A  committee  for  strikers'  relief  was 
formed.  The  women  formed  them- 
selves into  a  "shock  brigade"  for  picket- 
ing and  parading. 

It  was  this  brigade  which  led  10,000 
strikers  and  their  families  into  the  down- 
town section  of  Flint  in  one  of  the  most 
militant  labor  demonstrations  in  this  state. 
After  futile  attempts  to  stem  the  strikers 
the  police  gave  way  and  left  the  streets 
in  possession  of  the  workers.  Police  were 
hastily  organized  to  stop  the  paraders 
from  surrounding  other  plants  but  they 
might  as  well  have  tried  to  stop  the  sea. 
400  girls  from  the  A-C  Spark  Plug  Com- 
pany joined  the  strike  and  Buick  sent 
representatives  promising  strike  aid  if  the 
Fisher  strikers   would    hold    out. 

Flint,  General  Motors  town,  was  para- 
1\  /id.  Not  only  were  the  strikers  gain- 
ing support  throughout  the  citv  but  work- 
ers in  other  plants  wen-  actually  planning 
to  join  the  strike.  Fisher  Body  officials 
were  wondering  whether  it  wouldn't  be 
best  in  surrender  to  their  own  strikers 
rather  than  have  a  whole  townful  of 
the  strikers  against  them — and  then  Gen- 
eral Motors  and  the  police  began  their 
"red  scare." 

Denouncing  the  strike  as  being  du 
"Communistic      agitators,"      the      police 
swooped   down   on   every    militant   striker 


By   ROBI  RT  I..  CRUD1  N 

and  put  them  in  jail  without  charges, 
holding  them  incomunicado.  The  chief 
of  police  told  the  strikers  "they  will  re- 
ceive no  more  consideration  here  than 
Reds  do  anywhere  in  the  country." 

With  this  encouragement  the  cops 
blackjacked  and  clubbed  picketers.  Meet- 
ings were  smashed  with  club  and  gun. 
Mounted  police  did  their  usual  "best"  by 
riding  down  women  and  children.  With- 
out "legal"  warrant  the  strikers'  head- 
quarters were  closed  by  police  and  strikers 
refused  admittance.  Those  who  protested 
got  clubbed.  When  several  hundred 
strikers  decided  to  meet  anyway  they  were 
set  upon  by  squads  of  citv  and  state  police. 
Man\  were  injured  as  a  result  of  these 
fights.  The  strikers  were  driven  out  into 
the  country,  all  the  while  harrassed  by 
co|>s.  All  this  was  "illegal"  on  the  part 
of  the  Flint  police — but  one  striker  put 
it  neatly.  "We  workers  ain't  got  no 
rights,"  he  said. 

All  this  didn't  make  the  strikers  go 
hack  to  work.  It  merely  stiffened  their 
resistance.  It  was  then  that  the  stool 
pigeons  got  in  their  work,  'lipping  off 
the  police  they  had  even'  militant  arrested 
— there  are  57  strikers  in  jail  now — and 
then  they  engineered  a  plan  whereby  "out- 
siders"  were  ousted  from  participation  in 
the  strike.  A  member  of  the  strike  ex- 
ecutive told  mi-  that  this  was  done  by 
the  stools  on  the  strike  committee  holding 
a  meeting  of  their  own  and  passing  this 
resolution. 

Tin-  stools  then  Went  ahead,  with  the 
cooperation  oi  flint  Federation  of  Labor 
officials,  to  form  a  union  for  "blue-bellied 
Yankees"  called  the  Mint  Automobile 
Workers  Association.  Hailed  by  the  police 
as  "the  most  hopeful  sign  sinci  the  begin- 
f  the  trouble"  this  union  called  off 
mass   |)k  kiting,   came   out    for  only    "law- 
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tul"  activities,  and,  in  the  words  of   one 

of  its  officials,  aimed  to  "get  the  goodwill 
of  the  police." 

The  ranks  of  the  strikers  wen  thl 
into  confusion.  Their  trusted  leaders 
were  in  jail.  Thev  were  inexperienced 
in  strike  strategy.  Their  only  guide,  The 
Daily  Worker,  was  destroyed  as  soon  as 
it  reached  town.  A  member  of  the  strike 
committee  charged  the  new  "union"  of- 
ficials with  this! 

In  spite  of  this  the  rank  and  file  car- 
ried on  picketing,  working  under  con- 
tinuous attacks  of  clubs  and  hors  Na- 
tional Guardsmen  were  mobilized.  Scabs 
marched  to  work  under  heavy  guard. 
The  strike  was  being  broken  from  the 
inside. 

Among    those   still   out   there   is   no 
of    weakening,    no    moaning    about 

Their  bitterness  is   now    fil 
its    true    cause  —  the    stool  \ 

striker  with   whom    I   talked   hut   was  con- 
scious of   the    fact   that  the  strik 
ing   betrayed    from   within.     They   were 
angrj    because  they  had  allowed  thi 
to    he    put    in    jail.      "If    thev    v. 
then   I'm  a  red  too,"  was  a  common  com- 
ment. 

I  did   not  have  to  talk  of  tlu    I.I  .  1  >. 
'Flu-    strikers    alreadj    knew    the    in 
The)    told    me    of    tile    activities   of    the 
I.  I..  1).    representative   ami   how   he   had 
evaded  arrest   for  two  weeks.     The  ; 
go)    him   when   he  sjx.ke  at  a  picnic  i 
strikers.    The    Dafl)     Woikci    was 

as  was  also  the  Auto  Workers  Union. 

"We  may  have  h>st  this  strike,"  a  mem- 
ber o\    the  strike  i  v  >  Uti\  C  said,  "hut 
learned   our  lesson.      'Fhe  i.  -i   tin- 

side    of    the    I  the    law.       \\ 

can't    meet.       We    Can't    Spi   Jt.        i 
were   right.      Thej    were   the   mi!'.     I 
who  put  up  a  tight  with  us  and  stood  the 
gaff.      We'll   strike  again  ami   we'll    • 
better.     Our  onl)    friends  are  tin 


Negro  Workers  on  the  March 

(Left)  Open  air  meeting  held  by  Communist  Party  in  Capetown,  South 
Africa,  to  raise  funds  to  send  a  delegation  to  the  International  Conference  of 
Negro  Workers. 

(Circle)  Dumdum  bullet  found  in  the  body  of  a  peasant  murdered  in  the 
massacre  of  Haitians  by  American  Marines  during  the  strikes  in  Aux  Cayes. 

(Center)   Worker s'  hovels  in  Haiti 


Hell  With  British  and  Afrikaner  Imperialism  ! 

j*t  or 

In  A  wave  of  lynching  and  savage  terror, 
the   Southern    hosses  are   carrying  on   a 
murderous     offensive     against    the    Negro 
masses  who  are  rising  in   rebellion  r.gainst 
unemployment  and  misery.  Since  the  begin- 
ning of   the  year,  nineteen   workers  have 
been  murdered  by  lynching,  while  scores  of 
others  have  "mysteriously  disappeared"  or 
have   been    found   dead   in    isolated   places. 
Recognition  by  the  Negro  workers  that  mob 
violence  and  murders,  part  of  the  racial  and  eco- 
nomic oppression  they  have  suffered  for  centuries,  is 
becoming  intensified  to  prevent  them  from  organiz- 
ing and  fighting  will  strengthen  their  determination 
to  join  with  their  white  brothers  against  the  common 
class    oppressors.      Powerful    mass    organizations    of 
Negro    and    white    workers    are    being    organized    to 
smash  the  attempt  of  the  bosses  to  split  the  unity  of 
white  and  black  workers  by  fomenting  race  riots,  mob 
lynchings  and  legal  murders. 

The  International  Conference  of  Negro  workers 
banned  by  British  Imperialism  from  meeting  in  Lon- 
don opened  in  Hamburg  on  July  19  and  is  of  historic 
importance  as  a  significant  effort  of  the  Negro  masses 
throughout  the  world  to  unite  on  a  common  program 
of  class  struggle  against  the  bourgeoisie.     It  points  to 

the  growing  class  consciousness  of  the  Negro  workers  downtrodden  under  the  heels  of 
American,  British,  French  and  other  imperialisms.  The  colonial  toiling  masses  are 
feeling  the  brutal  exploitation  of  the  imperialists  as  the  economic  crisis  becomes  more 
intense.  Two  mighty  revolutions  are  breaking  the  chains  of  millions  of  enslaved  In- 
dian and  Chinese  workers  and  peasants.  South  African  workers  are  organizing  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Communist  Party.  Haitian  workers  are  revolting  against  the  Hoover 
American  Imperialist  policy  which  has  forced  another  native  bourgeois  lackey  as  gov- 
ernor to  continue  Yankee  oppression  of  the  Haitian  masses. 

In  Morocco,  the  other  African  possessions  of  imperialism,  in  Latin  America,  in 
Liberia,  the  Garveyite  "Black  Republic"  of  the  Firestone  interests,  the  Negro  toilers  are 
courageously  fighting  against  the   foreign  exploiters. 

The  Hamburg  Conference  brings  th;se  world-wide  struggles  into  the  forefront. 
Solidarity  of  white  and  colored  workers  and  organization  into  powerful  industrial 
unions  are  the   most   effective   weapons  against  our  common  oppressors. 

Workers  of  the  World,  Unite! 


(Below)  Haitian  work- 
ers and  peasants  are  nst 
fooled  by  gestures  of  Amer- 
ican imperialism.  The 
Hoover  Committee  is  met 
by  a  hostile  demonstration 
of  workers.  In  the  back- 
ground is  the  custom  house 
where  Haitians  were  killed 
by  order  of  Uncle  Sam. 


A    k 


M,'Y     day    demonstration     of 
workers    in    Panama. 


(Lefl  I     Mast  head     of    South 
African   Communis/   paper. 


166 


Terror  in  indo-China 


By  J.  Dupoh  i 

LACONIC  newspaper  reports  have  suddenly 
drawn  the  at t.nt ion  of  millions  ol  workers 
of  all  countries  to  Indo-China,  the  far-off  colony 
of  French  imperialism.  1  hej  speak  of  armed 
uprisings,  mighty  demonstrations  and  of  ilcatli 
sentences  against  dozens  of  Anamite  revolution- 
aries. 

Some  might  have  been  surprised  bj  these  n 
ports j  hut  others,  who  have  watched  the  develop- 
ment during  recent  years  ami  i t >  partial  strug- 
gles, knew  that  great  events  were  taking  place 
there.  The  20  million  inhabitants  of  this  penin- 
sula have  not  for  one  moment  voluntarily  ick- 
nowledged  their  slavery  since  they  have  been 
conquered  by  French  Imperialism  in  1865.  Sev- 
eral times  towards  the  end  of  the  last  century 
and  in  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century  impor- 
tant revolts  took  place,  which  were  repressed  bj 
the  French  imperialists.  The  people  had  to  suf- 
fer terribly  during  this  time  of  suppression  by 
the  French  administration,  which  bought  the  sup- 
port of  the  corrupt  landowners.  These  revolts, 
although  many  of  them  extended  over  large  terri- 
tories, have  been  suppressed  owing  to  their  iso- 
lation, to  the  local  nature  of  the  uprisings  and 
because  there  was  neither  a  leadership  nor  a  clear 
cognizance  of  the  aims.  They  have  not  been 
organized  uprisings  but  revolts  of  the  down- 
trodden, isolated  and  separated  peasants,  who 
have  been  condemned  to  misery  and  starvation 
by  the  imperialist  intruders. 

The  years  of  the  imperialist  wars  were  for 
Indo-China,  as  well  as  for  other  colonial  and 
semi-colonial  countries,  the  beginning  of  a  new 
period  of  struggle  for  national  liberation.  The 
imperialist  war  has  brought  about  a  big  evolu- 
tion in  several  industries  and  a  relatively  impor- 
tant growth  of  an  industrial  proletariat.  But  the 
destruction  of  czarism  and  the  creation  of  the 
first  workers  and  peasants  state,  the  Soviet  Union, 
which  is  the  mighty  ally  of  the  exploited  and 
suppressed  colonial  peoples,  was  also  an  outcome 
of  the  war  and  the  result  of  a  victorious  revo- 
lution. During  the  years  after  the  war  a  power- 
ful wave  of  revolutionary  ferment  swept  over 
the  two  neighboring  countries  of  Indo-China, 
India  and  China,  which  has  not  been  without  its 
effects  upon  the  oppressed  masses  of  Indo-China. 
The  echo  of  it  was  still  the  louder,  as  the  French 
imperialists,  driven  by  their  struggle  for  world 
markets,  started  to  carry  through  a  greatly  in- 
tensified exploitation  of  the  colonies.  The  re- 
sult was  the  quickening  of  capitalist  develop- 
ment in  the  villages.  The  peasants  were  de- 
prived of  their  property,  the  soil  was  exploded 
to  the  utmost,  taxation  was  increased  main  fold 
and  all  this  was  accompanied  by  chicaneries  and 
provocations  through  the  lords  and  usurers.  This 
policy  led  to  a  steady  downward  regression  of 
the  old  home  industries  and  agriculture  (rice  and 
corn).  It  also  brought  about  a  growth  of  the 
llist  tonus  ot  agriculture,  the  development 
of  big  plantations  for  products  of  export  (cout- 
chuk,  tea,  coffee,  cotton,  etc.)  Hiese  plantations 
were  capitalist  hells.  At  present  half  a  million 
lanclslaves  are  working  tor  the  profits  of  I 
imperialism,  dying  ot   starvation  and   lever. 

[Tie  year  1929  was  a  year  ot  big  struggles  in 
Indo-China,  which  increased  in  numbers  as  well 
as  in  extent  and  changed  it -.  character  .  The  na- 
tional revolutionary  movement  of  1 925,  a  mat- 
ter ot  the  intellectual  section  ot  the  population 
and  a  concern  of  the  small  bourgeoisie  of  the 
towns — grew  into  a  movement  ol  workers  and 
peasants.  Many  facts  substantiate  this;  one  of 
the  foremost  is  the  wave  "I  strikes  during  the 
latter  part  of    1929,  especially  in  the  glass  works. 


l/iugl  ,  lub 
break  up  militant  demonstra- 
tion of   the  Commun.it  Party 
before  the  British  consulate  to 
frotett  against  the  mm 
attacks    b\     the    MacDonald 

"Labor"    government 
Indian  revolutionaries,  an,!  to 
demand      freedom      for      the 
Merrill        prisoners.        British 
consulate  members  assisted  the 
'lam main    police  in  slugging 
the   workers    and    the    consul 
commended  chief    thug    M;,l- 
rooney     for     his      ", 
handling   of    the   demonstra- 
tors.     The  work, 
fended  themsch 


Communism  has  grown  into  a  factor  to  be 
reckoned  with  and  the  French  imperialists  were 
fighting  against  it  with  all  cruelty.  Although 
the  last  uprising  at  Tonkin  stood  largely  under 
the  influence  ot  the  nationalist  party,  and  al- 
though many  of  their  leaders  have  been  among 
tin  victims  of  the  white  terror,  still  the  Com- 
munists— who  are  one  and  the  same  with  the 
workers  movement  through  the  syst 
fense  of  the  interests  of  the  workers  and  peas- 
ants^— gained  in  influence  an. I  prestige.  For  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  revolutionary 
movement  in  Indo-China  international  cam- 
paigns, like  the  International  Red  Day  of  Aug- 
ust 1,  the  anniversary  of  the  October  Revolution 
and  the  memorial  day  of  Lenin's  death,  found 
expression  in  many  places  in  Indo-China.  The 
class  instinct  of  the  French  imperialists  and  of 
the  Indo-Chinese  bourgeoisie  and  big  landowners 
is  not  deceived,  when  they  hold  that  the  idea  ot 
Communism,  understood  and  supported  by  the 
masses  in  active  solidarity,  is  their  greatest  dan- 
ger and  a  menace  to  the  very  foundations  of 
capitalist  exploitation. 

The  struggles  of  last  year  and  the  upr 
of  Tonkin,  were  only  outpost  skirmishes  in  view 
of  the  present  political  -itci  ition.  New,  I  ig'icr 
fights  cast  their  shadows  before.  The  toiling 
masses  of  Indo-China  accepted  the  lead 
the  industrial  workers  and  the  Communist  Party 
and  these  forces  are  undermining  the  foundations 
of  the  bloody  regime  of  exploitation.  Alread) 
the  first  reports  show  that  the  persecutions,  bow  - 
ever  they  arc,  have  never  succeeded  in  breaking 
the  fighting  spirit  and  hindering  the  m.iss,s  in  the 
fight     tor    their    interests.       So,    for    instani 

S.     M.     Shanshid 

Hilda  o>  Calcutta, 
one  of  the   3  2   In- 
dian    revolutiona- 
ries in  the  Meerut 
—. prison,./    a 
Igo    on    the 
charge  ot  ,  onspir- 
overt  hrow 
the  sovereignly  of 
Majesty,    the 
liny;,     in     British 
India."  The; 
been    denied    trial 
bv  jury.  Monster  protest  movements  of  the  work- 
ers thruout  the  world  must  be  organized  to  free 
the  Meerut  leaders  of  the  Indian  revolution. 


Plot'.   Labor   I'i'.nder  Photo  Group 
February   IS,    1930,  anti-imperialist   leaflets  were 
distributed  at  Saigon  and  Chalon,  and  mass  meet- 
ings took  place.     A  short  time  ago  Anamit 
diers  demonstrated  in  the  sti 

the  regime  in  the  barracks.  On  May  1st  big 
masses  demonstrated  ien  the  streets.  In  Bern 
Thuy  several  thousand  workers  marched  and  the 
imperialist    tools    fired    into   the  'h   the 

result  rli.it  five  -corkers  were  killed  and  1+  seri- 
ously wounded  .  Fifty  arrests  were  made.  Strikes 
are  increasing  and  also  the  revolts  ot  the  peas- 
ants. 

The  attitude  of  the  social-democratic  organiza- 
tions of  Indo-China  in  regard  to  the  risings  is 
defined  in  a  manifesto,  which  was  printed  in  the 
"Petit  Populaire  du  Tonkin"  of  February  16th, 
1930: 

"The  guilty  must  be  found  and  sentenced 
without  pity.  A  quick  and  energetic  suppression 
V.l  Anamites,  except  a 
small  band  of  agitators,  know  that  progress  can- 
not be-  served  by  unrest  and  violence.  We  ex- 
inct  that  Government  will  act  quickly  and  ef- 
fectively. The  Anamites  are  of  the  opinion  that 
it  has  been  too  lenient  up  till  now.  It  is  the 
highest  time  to  put  a  stop  to  that.  I 
Federation  of  Tonkin." 

\    member    of    the    s,„jalist    party    local    at 
Hanoi,  bv   name  of  Babut,  who 
this    manifest,.,    n  is    expelled    from    th 
Party  on    Febm 

The  toiling   n  the   whole   world,  or- 

d    in    the   sections   of   the    International    Red 

Aid,    will    understand    that    the    support    ot    the 

Indo-Chinese  revolutionaries,  ri^ht 
liberation,    is    urgently    needed.      They    will    or- 
ganize  a   campaign   to  save   the    lives   ot    ti 
detuned    men    of    Yen-BtH    and    open    the 

tie  leers     tor     tllOSC     suffering     ill     tile'     tlllti. 


HELP  1  ill    i\Dl  \\  REVOLU  1  IONARIES 

A    powerful    .:, 
by  the   I  \>l  Red  At* 

tionar; 
and   ti  ■ 
cist    "I 

■ 

■ 
mi   to   th, 
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Pablo    Urbaites,    Argentine    Communist    worker, 
beaten    by    police   during    Swift    strike 

ONE  of  the  characteristics  of  the  semi-colonial 
countries  is  the  double  oppression  and  sharp- 
ened exploitation  of  the  working  class.  The 
worker  has  not  only  to  slave  for  national  cap- 
italist wealth,  but  in  addition  he  is  the  victim 
of  the  imperialist  rapacity  of  foreign  capitalists. 
In  all  the  countries  of  Latin  America  foreign 
imperialism  continues  to  broaden  out  and  Eng- 
lish and  Yankee  imperialism  carry  on  a  violent 
struggle  in  South  America.  The  extension  of 
imperialism, — the  infiltration  of  foreign  capital 
through  loans,  concessions,  international  agree- 
ments, etc. — is  furthered  by  the  relatively  great 
industrial  backwardness  of  most  of  the  Latin- 
American  countries.  Only  in  a  few  Latin- 
American  countries  do  we  find  the  beginnings 
of  industrial  development  (Argentina,  Brazil, 
Chile).  Most  of  the  countries  are  purely  ag- 
rarian. 

For  these  reasons  foreign  industrial  capital 
finds  an  easy  outlet  for  its  industrial  output. 
Foreign  imperialism  is  well  grounded  in  Latin 
America;  it  is  the  owner  of  great  Latifundia 
(Ford's  rubber  concession  in  Brazil)  ;  the  owner 
of  natural  resources  (saltpeter  in  Chile,  tin  in 
Bolivia),  huge  plantations  (United  Fruit  Com- 
panv  in  Colombia,  Yerba  Mate  in  Paraguay)  ; 
owner  of  railoads  and  petroleum,  Argentina  is 
no  exception  to  these  conditions.  North  Ameri- 
can imperialism,  younger  than  the  old  domiciled 
British  imperialism,  seeks  to  dispute  the  booty 
with  the  English.  On  that  account  there  is  a 
sharp  struggle  between  British  and  Yankee  im- 
perialism in  Argentina,  which  is  naturally  being 
fought  out  at  the  expense  of  the  native  pro- 
letariat. 

The  Argentine  workers  becomes  in  this  way 
the  victim  of  double  exploitation,  first  through 
the  national  capitalists  and  then  through  the 
agents  of  foreign  imperialism.  One  of  the 
results  of  the  sharpening  struggle  between  the 
foreign  capitalists  is  the  introduction  of  modern 
industrial  methods,  the  bettering  of  the  technical 
processes,  introduction  of  the  "Standard  Sys- 
tem," and  other  modern  methods  of  exploitation, 
which  were  until  recently  unknown  in  Argen- 
tine. These  methods  are  being  used  especially 
by  North  American  i  ipital  in  the  meat-packing 
plants  of  Armour,  Swift,  Licbig,  etc.,  with  all 
the  refinements  of  industrial  torture.     The  pur- 


FIGHTING   OUR  COMMON 
OPPRESSORS 


By  Enrique  Giesch 
(Rosario) 


pose  of  the  introduction  of  these  methods  can 
be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  capitalists  attempt 
to  reach  the  greatest  possible  production  with  the 
least  expenditures.  The  Argentine  working 
class,  however,  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
has  not  permitted  itself  to  be  forced  into  these 
suiferable  methods.  In  many  factories  the  work- 
ers have  refused  to  accept  the  speed-up  and 
sharp  exploitation  without  resistance.  It  has  led 
to  numerous  strikes  and  conflicts,  of  which  we 
wish  to  tell  of  the  strike  of  the  workers  in  the 
"Swift"  plant  in   Rosario. 

This  plant  employs  about  2,000  workers, 
mostly  women,  who  are  the  victims  of  unheard 
of  exploitation,  miserable  wages  and  the  terrible 
Standard  System  of  this  modern  slave  factory. 
For  years  these  modern  slaves  worked  without 
any  organization,  without  any  organized  opposi- 
tion to  their  oppressors.  During  the  last  year, 
for  the  first  time,  on  the  initiative  of  Commu- 
nist workers,  there  was  formed  the  Union  of  the 
Workers  of  the  Swift  Plant,  which  included 
many  women  workers.  This  union  was  pri- 
marily concerned  with  bettering  the  conditions 
of  the  workers.  Towards  this  end  the  Union 
distributed  a  leaflet  which  presented  the  work- 
ers' demands.  The  imperialist  company  imme- 
diately denied  these  demands  and  the  workers 
went  on  strike.  From  the  first  day  the  company 
showed  its  true  reactionary  countenance.  And 
the  national  police,  showing  its  patriotism,  co- 
operated with  imperialist  capital  against  the  na- 
tive  working   class.      From   the   first  dav   of   the 


stained  police  of  Irigoyen,  in  the  pay  of  Yankee 
capitalism,  does  not  differ  in  the  least  from  the 
police  methods  of  the  hangman  Mussolini.  Added 
to  the  brutality  of  the  police  was  the  betrayal 
by  the  anarchist  and  syndicalist  elements  who 
sabotaged  the  strike  rather  than  leave  its  leader- 
ship to  the  Communists.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, after  striking  for  1 5  days,  making 
many  sacrifices  and  being  subjected  to  numerous 
persecutions,  the  workers  were  forced  to  accept 
the  speed-up  of  Yankee  capitalism,  and  return 
to  work  without  winning  their  demands.  Again 
Yankee  capitalism  remained  in  the  saddle — -in 
alliance  with  the  national  bourgeois  robbers. 

But  the  revolutionary  spirit  of  the  workers 
was  not  broken.  The  workers  knew  that  they 
had  been  defeated  for  the  moment — defeated  but 
not  conquered.  More  than  ever  before  it  was 
evident  that  the  workers  are  with  the  Communist 
Party.  The  recent  May  1st  proved  that.  The 
demonstration  in  the  streets  of  Rosario,  led  by 
the  Communist  Party,  was  a  tremendous  success. 
More  than  12,000  workers  took  part  in  this 
demonstration,  while  the  socialists  could  not  col- 
lect 100  persons  for  their  meeting,  and  the 
anarchists,  who  until  now  had  greatest  influence 
in  the  citv,  could  only  rally  500   workers. 

At  this  demonstration  the  Communist  Party- 
showed  that  the  line  laid  down  by  the  Commu- 
nist International  was  understood  by  the  great 
mass  of  workers  who  are  rallying  their  ranks 
around  the  banner  of  the  true  International  in 
the  struggle  against  oppressors. 


To  The  Crew  Of  H.  M.  S.  "Delhi" 


Comrades : 

Taking  opportunity  of  the  fact  tha*  youi 
ship  has  dropped  anchor  in  the  port  of  B. 
A.,  the  Young  Communist  league  (Soutl 
American  section  of  the  International  Younj 
Communist  League)  sends  you  its  fratema 
greetings. 

Your  voyage  to  Latin  America,  especially 
to  the  Argentine  is  by  no  means  "a  mew 
Lasualti".  It  is  metropolis  that  sents  its  war 
ships  to  the  oolonins  and  semi-colonies  so  as 
to  remind  them  af  its  domination.  In  this 
moment,  the  struggle  in  our  country,  between 
ihe  British  and  Yanqui  imperialisms  is  being 
made  more  acute. 

England  struggles  so  as  maintain  its  domi- 
nation. North  America  fights  so  as  to  thro^ 
out  its  rival;  But  both  imperialisms  comsigi 
To  ai 


and     its    Battle-ships    drown     the  rebellion 
of    the      oppresede    peoples      in    the    oo- 

Ipnu.*     ai.,1       ^.n-M-nf. *..»;».■      la     QbJSU      V"1     T-"- 


(Left)   Leaflet  distributed 

to  British  warship  crew  in 

Rosario 

(Below)   Leaflet  carrying 

demands  of  workers  in  the 

strike    at    the    Swift    plant 


iVIOA  LA  HUELGA  COITCRA  LOfl 

Nepros  del  "Swiff!  ' 


Trabajadores: 


Dos  dias  hace  que  los  obreros  del  Frigorifico  "Swift"  se  hallan  en  ruda  lucha 

contra  los  explotadores  del  feudo  yanqui    Dos  dias  hace  tambien  que    la    policia 

del  radicalismo  reaccionario  no  permitt  a  los  obreros  reuuirse  siquiera  para  tra- 

TnarcK^^*^^*^im  i  e  n  t  o 


strike  the  police  banned  all  meetings  of  the 
strikers,  arrested  the  strike  leaders  and  sought 
by  all  means  to  force  the  workers  back  to  work. 
That  not  being  sufficient,  the  police,  as  true  ser- 
vants of  Yankee  imperialism,  attacked  with 
weapons  a  mass  meeting  called  by  the  Commu- 
nist  Party   in   support   of  the   strikers. 

\  tight  developed,  the  police  using  fire-arms, 
which  produced  a  great  panic  among  the  work- 
ers. A  large  number  of  wounded  workers  was 
the  result  of  this  attack  instigated  and  planned 
by  the  Yankee  company  against  workers  fight- 
ing for  decent  conditions.  A  large  number  of 
comrades  were  arrested  and  lirutallv  mistreated 
by  the  police.     This  brutal  attack   of  the  blood- 
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PEA  111  PENALTY  DEMANDED! 

A  concise  anil  comprehensive  pamphlet  on 
the  historic  Atlanta  "insurrection"  case, 
in  which  six  militants — white,  Negro,  and 
women — face    the    electric    chair. 

5  Cents  a  Copy 

Discount  on  bun, lie  lots 

WORKERS'  LIBRARY  PUBLISHERS 

15  East  125th  Street,  New  York  City 


vo  i  ccs  t  Prison 


Guido  Sacrio, 
militant  Italian 
worker,  whom 
the  U.S.  wants 
to  deport  to  fas- 
I  nl  Italy  and  to 
, ertain  death  be- 
lie protest- 
ed against  unem- 
ployment a  n  d 
the  persecution 
of  the  foreign- 
born  at  a  meet- 
ing. He  is  held 
under  $25,000 
bait. 


BILLINGS'  WISHES  H>R  II. D  SUCCESS 

Folsom  State  Penitentiary, 
California. 
Your  form  letter  of  May  12th  with  check  en- 
reached  me  and  in  due  time  and  I  extend 
to  the   workers  my  sincere  thanks  and  gratitude 
for  the  same.      It  always  comes  in  handy. 

With  greetings  and  sincere  good  wishes  to  the 
workers  everywhere,  and  trusting  that  your  com- 
ing campaign   will   he  a  marked  success, 

Warren  K.  Billings. 

■ 
I   have    just   received   the   <2n   monthly  check 
for  this  month  and  wish  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion to  the  ILD  for  this  help. 

For  a  long  time  I  have  not  been  active  owing 
to  the  fact  that  I  have  two  young  children  but 
tonight  I  attended  a  membership  meeting  of  the 
Ambridge  local  ILD  and  learned  of  the  big 
campaign  which  the  Pittsburgh  District  is  carry- 
ing on  for  the  release  of  our  comrades. 

Now  that  I  am  more  able,  I  will  give  as 
much  time  and  energy  to  this  campaign  not  only 
against  the  sedition  law  but  against  all  working 
class  persecutions. 

Anne  Musi  lin, 
■ 
\    NEW   COMRVDE 

Western   State  Penitentiary, 

Having  just  read  my  first  Labor  Defender 
through  my  good  fortune  in  being  acquainted 
witli  a  man  win,  gets  ii  here,  ['vi  decided  to  sub- 
Bcribe  to  your  monthly  magazine.  It  is  the 
most   convincing  new  I 

and    being    one    of    the    workers,    I    know     I    will 
rind  everything  in  it  I  am  Looking  tor. 

Enclosed  sou  will  find  $1.00  tor  mj  ub 
scription  and  thanking  you  lor  the  next  issue 
if  possible,  I   am  sim 

Your    new    comi 

II  \i  in     1.     Dl  I  LI  V. 
■ 

i  I        \\  is. 

I    wish    t,,    acknowledge    through    tie-    Labor 
,>.    the    monthly    (20.00    rebel"    alio 
I   ha\  ndent    oi    ■>   cla 

I  l      t  loin     the     di  I 

,   which  shows  the  sin.  erity  ol 
inization  built  upon  class  lines. 

Mrs.  Joe  Carl. 


FROM    THE    WOODLAWN    SEDITION 

VH   I  l\l^ 

Blawnox,   Pa. 

Primarily  I  want  to  acknowledge  in  behalf 
ot  Woodlawn  victims,  the  receipt  of  our  relief 
checks.     We  appreciate  immensely  anj  effort  you 

no    matter    how    small,    in    dispelling    the 
resentful    environment    of    prison    solitudi         Wl 
work   everj    day,   except   Sundays,   witl I   com- 
pensation  so  you  may   readily  see   that   thi 
means  we  have  in  purchasing  a  little   tobai 
by    receipt   of   relief   checks.     We    receive    very 
little   correspondence   from    the   comrades  on    the 
outside,   which   only   tends   to  add   to   the   d 
sion   of  prison   life. 

The  most  inspiring  and  encouraging  factor 
to  a  prisoner  is  the  incessant  contact  with  the 
movement  and  its  progress.  We  receive  the 
"Daily  Worker,"  "Radnik,"  as  well  as  the 
Labor  Defender  regularly  with  anxious  ant 
tion,  as  their  pages  are  filled  with  inspiring 
revolutionary  achievements  of  our  comradi 
iails  are  filthv  institutions,  usually  swarming  with 
bed  bugs,  roaches,  lice  and  other  vermin,  havi  an 
odor  of  disinfectant  and  filth  appalling.  A 
melting  pot  of  raw  material  affording  ample 
time  and  opportunity  to  assure  inmates  a  com- 
plete course  in  every  kind  of  viciousnei 
crime.  Discipline  is  very  stringent.  For  .inv 
minor  infraction  of  the  rules  you  are  committed 
to   solitary   confinement. 

Comrade    Zima    and    I    are    in    fair    pli 
condition  at  present,  as  well   as  can   be  ex] 
under  the  circumstances.      Comrade   Muselin   has 
been   suffering    with    two   severe   attacks    of    ton- 
silitis  and  was  confined  to  institution  hospital   tor 
several  days. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  the  splendid  results  of 
the  challenge  for  a  more  adequate  ILD  organi- 
zation in  Western  Pennsylvania.  We  feel  con- 
fident that  by  building  and  inspiring  a  strong 
militant  mass  defense  organization,  whoso  pro- 
test against  all  persecution  of  the  memb 
the  working  class,  will  expedite  our  immediate 
.mil    unconditional    rel 

Yours   in   struggle, 

Milan  Resetar. 


San   Qucntin    I 

Imperial      Vail 
trial    was    the    direct    outcome    of    the 
of  the  agricultural   workers  into  tin    Agricultural 

s  [ndustri      I 
Union    Unity    League,    and    into    the    t 
Party   to    gain   decent   condition  Ii       •• 

here   h  lit  a  series 

years — two     this     year,      which 
Count  of   lack  of  organization  and  militant 
ership.     The  A.   W.    I.   I.  had    i  -tr.l.e  •,' 
for  the  cantelope  season.     To  prevent  the  strike 
the    rich     v  them 

multi-millionaires)     and    their    organu 

ir  agents:  the  p 
108  persons  on   April    14,  besides  r.mlniL'    private 
Later,  ;■!    1  I 

organizers    who    were    held    under    J  J 
each.       After    <;r.ind    jury    indictment, 
$15,000  each.     Obviously   the  high  bail    - 
keep    the    organizers    in    jail    and    fr 
amongst  the  worl  of  the 

agricultural    workers'    right   to  organize   and   de- 
fend  themselves;   to  fight    for  .: 
conditions,  and  against  the  organized  employing 
class,    represented    by    their    tool-,    the   distl 

et    al,   who   in   his  argument   to  the   jury 
stated    that    the    A    1.    of    L.    and    the    Socialist 
Party  are  good  organizati.  • 
for    the    employers,    therefore,    betr.n 
working    class.      The    savage    sentences    of    3-42 
years  imposed  on  the  workers,  although  in 
charged    with   having  committed   an; 

were    clearly    because    they    were    organizing    the 
workers. 

Workers   of   the  city   and    farm   must   ut 
defend  all   militant  workii 
daj    of    tin     toili  i-   is   dawning. 

With   revolutionary   g 

\K    Kku  K 

All  are   in  good   health  ai 


COMRADI  S :     Do     not     f 

For  ad- 
.  communicate  with  the  National 
1.  L.  D 


'UP 

Brutal   police  alia,  I-   and   an  ration   fc-  i    consulate 
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SECOND  CONGRESS  CHINA  RED  AID 

THE  Second  Congress  of  the  Red  Aid  of 
China  has  just  been  held  in  Shanghai,  under 
the  utmost  secrecy,  and  amidst  the  rapidly  spread- 
ing proletarian  revolutionary  movement  in 
China.  Three  years  had  elapsed  after  the  hold- 
ing of  the  First  Congress  in  December,    1926. 

Despite  the  extreme  difficulties  imposed  by 
the  Kuomintang  terror  the  present  congress  was 
preceded  by  a  number  of  District  conferences, 
the  largest  being  the  one  in  Shanghai  at  which 
there  were  present  5S  delegates  from  30  Red 
Aid  organizations.  Red  Aid  weeks  were  also 
organized  in  Shanghai  and  other  centers  pre- 
ceding the   National   Congress. 

There  were  26  delegates  from  nine  provinces 
present  at  the  National  Congress.  During  the 
four  days  it  lasted,  a  tremendous  amount  of 
work  was  accomplished.  Among  the  work 
planned  was  the  organization  of  mass  protest 
against  the  white  terror,  in  support  of  the  work- 
ers' revolutionary  movement  and  for  the  relief 
of  the  victims  of  the  terror  and  aid  for  the 
starving  peasantry;  a  protest  movement  against 
the  oppression  and  persecutions  of  the  Kuo- 
mintang; support  of  the  Red  Army  of  China 
and  the  revolutionary  struggle;  the  building  of 
a  mass  organization  based  on  the  class  struggle. 
Resolutions  were  passed  in  defense  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  against  the  International  white  terror, 
etc. 

The  membership  of  the  Red  Aid  of  China  in 
September,  1929,  in  nine  provinces  was  12,386 
individual  members  and  11,230  collective  mem- 
bers. As  the  Red  Army  grows  and  the  power 
of  the  Soviets  spreads  in  China,  the  Red  Aid 
also  grows  in  power  and  greater  tasks  are  im- 
posed upon  it  as  the  struggle  grows  fiercer 


MOONEY-BILLINGS— SOME  NEW 
FACTS 

(Continued  from  fage  159) 
of  the  ILD  which  are  asked  for  $5.00  monthly 
donation  sent  to  Mooney  and  Billings  for  prison 
comfort.  On  the  other  hand  $50  monthly  has 
been  sent  by  the  I.L.D.  to  Mooney,  Billings 
and  dependents  since  1925.  Only  a  few 
months  wire  missed,  when  these  prisoners  com- 
fort and  dependents'  allowances  were  not  sent 
to  anyone  due  the  extreme  lack  of  funds. 

Mooney  and  Billings  can  yet  be  freed.  Only 
a  mighty  working-class  protest,  however,  such 
as    is    now    developing,    which    must    sweep    aside 

the  traitors  and  tl ifidence  men  now  dabb'ing 

in  the  case,  can  do  the  job.  McDonald's  repudia- 
tion "ill  mean  nothing  unless  the  working  class 
force!  Gpvernor  Young  and  his  courts  and  pardon 
board:  to  paj  heed.  All  militants  must  raise  the 
question  in  their  organizations  and  add  strength 
to  the  cry   for   freedom. 


THE  WORLD  RED  AID  PRESS 

IN  1929  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  In- 
ternational Red  Aid  and  the  various  brother- 
organizations  published  49  newspapers,  mag- 
azines and  bulletins  in  20  languages.  Altogether, 
3  76  issues  were,  published,  with  a  total  circula- 
tion of  7,8  75,548  copies.  These  figures  show 
that  the  MOPR  press  has  reached  a  high  stage 
although  not  completely  satisfactory  in  the  cap- 
italist countries. 

The  EC  of  the  IRA  issues  a  monthly  leading 
magazine  "MOPR"  in  the  German  language 
f magazine  for  work  and  struggle  of  the  Mofr), 
with  a  circulation  of  2500  copies.  The  magazine 
is  for  the  active  workers  of  the  organization 
in  the  German-speaking  countries  (Germany, 
Austria,  Czecho-Slovakia)  and  it  is  also  used 
partly  in  other  countries  where  there  are  func- 
tionaries who  know  the  German  language.  In 
addition  the  EC  publishes  a  press  bulletin  in 
German,  French  and  English,  two  or  three 
times  a  week.  The  bulletin  contains  consider- 
able information  about  the  white  terror  and 
bourgeois  class  justice,  and  it  is  issued  for  the 
general  press  as  well  as  for  the  use  of  speakers, 
functionaries  and  reporters. 

Within  the  International  Red  Aid,  the  Red 
Aid  of  the  Soviet  Union  (MOPR)  takes  first 
place  in  publishing  activity.  Two  periodical 
organs  are  published  by  it:  an  illustrated  mag- 
azine PUTJ  MOPRA  (The  Path  of  MOPR), 
issued  three  times  a  month,  and  the  fortnightly 
organ  SPUTNIK  MOPROWZA  (Comrade  of 
the  Red  Helper),  an  organ  for  the  functionaries 
of  the  MOPR.  In  1929  the  total  edition  of 
both  organs  totalled  4,002, 04S  copies.  In  the 
Ukraine  the  TSCHERWONNY  CLYTCH  (Red 
Call)  is  published  by  the  Ukrainian  Red  Aid 
and  also  a  bulletin  of  the  EC  of  that  section. 
They  had  a  total  edition  of  433,000  copies. 
The  IRA  periodical  REMEDAS  is  published  in 
Tiflis  in  the  Georgia  language  which  together 
with  other  organs  published  by  the  various  sec- 
tions totaled   97,000  copies  for    1929. 

The  Red  Aid  of  Germany  issues  an  illu- 
strated monthly  magazine  Tribunal  and  also  a 
bulletin  for  the  functionaries  called  The  Red 
Helper.  In  addition  six  periodicals  are  issued 
by  various  local  organizations;  a  total  of  1,- 
572,000  copies  of  various  periodicals  were  pub 
lished  in  Germany  in  1929. 
■ 
RED   ARMY   AND    FED   AID 

MOPR,  the  I.L.D.  organization  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  does  some  of  its  most  effective  work 
in  training  the  peasants  of  the  Soviet  Union 
in  the  spirit  of  internationalism  and  in  prepar- 
ing competent  fuctionaries  and  I.L.D.  workers 
for  its  branches,  among  the  soldiers  of  the 
Red  Army.  According  to  the  latest  figures — 
March,  1929 — there  were  49  MOPR  organiza- 
tions with  1,349  nuclei  and  177,725  members 
in  the  Red   Army. 

The  main  task  of  these  organizations  is  in- 
ternational training.  There  are  numerous  Red 
Aid  Corners  in  army  camps  and  buildings  and 
the  various  MOPR  groups  take  certain  class 
war  prisoners  in  the  capitalist  countries  under 
their  patronage.  A  steady  correspondence  is 
kept  up  with  these  prisoners  and  funds  are 
collected  for  their  and  their  dependants'  relief. 
The  "Polpreds"  and  "Dipkorpus"  groups  of  the 
nuclei  issue  MOPR  wall  papers  regularly  and 
take  care  of  the  correspondence.  An  example 
of  the  strong  feeling  of  internationalism  that 
has  developed  in  this  work  is  the  fact  that  during 
the  seizure  of  the  Far  Eastern  Railroad  funds 
were  collected  for  class-war  prisoners  abroad  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Far  Eastern  Army  while  the) 
were   in   the  heat   of   the  struggle. 
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Comrade  A. 
Kurtz,  Jewish 
lecturer,  is  on 
a  national 
tour  for  the 
I.L.D.  in  behalf 
of  the  Atlanta 
"/'  n  s  u  r  r  e  c- 
t  i  o  n"  prison- 
ers and  will 
mobilize  the 
Jewish  masses 
to  raise  a  $10,- 
000  defense 
fund. 

DATES  OF  KURTZ  TOUR 

Comrade  Kurtz's  tour  started  in  Baltimore  on 
July  16  He  will  be  in  Chattanooga,  Tennes- 
see, July  26  i  Atlanta,  Georgia,  July  27-28  j 
Jacksonville,  Florida,  July  29  j  Miami,  Florida, 
July  30-31;  Houston,  Texas,  August  3;  Dallas, 
Texas,  August  5-6;  San  Antonio,  Texas,  August 
7-8 ;  Los  Angeles,  California,  August  14-17; 
San  Diego,  August  18-19;  San  Francisco,  August 
20-21;  Pattaluma,  August  22;  Seattle,  Washing- 
ton, August  24-25;  Tacoma,  August  26;  Port- 
land, Oregon,  August  27-28;  Denver,  Colorado, 
August   31.      Further  dates  to  be  announced. 

■ 
STATEMENT  OF  THE  OWNERSHIP,  MANAGE- 
MENT,   CIRCULATION,    ETC.,    REQUIRED     BY 
THE  ACT  OF  CONGRESS  OF  AUGUST  24,   1912, 
Of  LABOR  DEFENDER,  published  monthly  at  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  for  April  1,  1930. 
State   of  New  York 
County  of  New   York 

ss. 

Before  me,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  lor  the  State 
and  county  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Sol 
Auerbach,  who,  having  been  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  the  Managing  Editor 
of  the  Labor  Defender  and  that  the  following  is,  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  a  true  state- 
ment of  the  ownership,  management  (and  if  a  daily 
paper,  the  circulation),  etc.,  of  the  aforesaid  publica- 
tion for  the  date  shown  in  the  above  caption,  required 
by  the  Act  of  August  24,  1912,  embodied  in  section 
411,  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations,  printed  on  the 
reverse   of   this   form,   to  wit: 

That  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  publisher, 
editor,    managing   editor,    and    business   managers   are: 

Publisher,  International  Labor  Defense,  80  East 
11th    Street,   New   York,   N.   Y. 

Editor,  J.  Louis  Engdahl,  80  East  11th  Street, 
New   York,  N.  Y. 

Managing  Editor,  Sol  Auerbach,  80  East  11th  St., 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Business  Managers,  None. 

2.  That  the  owner  is:  (if  owned  by  a  corpora- 
tion, its  name  and  address  must  be  stated  and  also 
immediately  thereunder  the  names  and  addresses  of 
stockholders  owning  or  holding  one  per  cent  or  more 
of  total  amount  of  stock.  If  not  owned  by  a  cor- 
poration, the  names  and  addresses  of  the  individual 
owners  must  be  given.  If  owned  by  a  firm,  com- 
pany, or  other  unincorporated  concern,  its  name  .in J 
address,  as  well  as  those  of  each  individual  member, 
must  be  given.) 

International  Labor  Defense,  80  East  11th  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

J.  Louis  Engdahl,  Secretary,  80  East  11th  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Sam  Darcy,  Assistant  Secretary,  80  East  I  lth 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

A.  Jakira,  Organizational  Secretary,  80  East  11th 
St, r,r,"  New  York,  N.  Y. 

3.  That  the  known  bondholders,  mortgagers,  and 
other  security  holders  owning  or  holding  1  pel  Ceni 
or  more  of  total  amount  of  bunds,  mortgage!)  OT 
oth ei    securities    are ;    (If    there    are    none,    so    state.) 

Nonc'  SOL  AUERBACH, 

(Signature  of  Managing   Editor.) 
Sworn    to    and    subscribe.!    before    me    this    7th    day 
Of   April,    1930. 

(«*0  i  \\    SIEGARTEL 

Notary  Public  Kings  Countyi 

My   commission   expires    March    30,    1931. 
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The  workers  march  forward  to  greater  struggles  against 
wage   cuts,   sfeed   up,    unemployment    and    long    hours. 

2>  *  W  A      THE  REIGN  OF 

TERROR  of  the  BOSSES 

RECORD  SINCE  JANUARY    1930 

4,203  arrests  19  lynchings  10  murders 

78  Workers  Serving  Sentences  Because 

They  Fought  for  Labor 


IVorkers!  Remember 


Atlanta 

Imperial  Valley 

Unemployed 
Leaders 

Mobilize  to  Win  the 
Immediate  Uncon- 
ditional Freedom  of 
Labor's  Champions. 

Only  the  Organized 
Might  and  Power  of 
the  Working  Class 
Can  Free  Them. 

THE  ATLANTA  SIX 

charged  with  "inciting  to  insurrection"  railroaded  by 
mill-owners  because  they  were  organizing  white  and 
negro  workers  in  industrial  unions  face  Death  Sen- 
tence. 

SIX  IMPERIAL  VALLEY  ORGANIZERS 

now  in  California  prisons,  were  sentenced  by  Cali- 
fornia courts,  tools  of  the  fruit  growers  to  serve 
from  3-42  years  for  organizing  the  agricultural 
workers. 

FOUR  UNEMPLOYED  LEADERS 

serving  a  3-year  term  in  New  York  prisons  for  de- 
manding Work  or  Wages   for  the   Unemployed. 


DEFEND  THE  RIGHT  OF  THE  WORKERS  TO  SPEAK,  TO  MEET, 
TO    USE    THE    STREETS,    TO    ORGANIZE    AND   ,TO    STRIKE. 

Funds  Are  Necessary  to  Defend  Our  Fighters! 

The  working  class  must  answer  boss  tyranny  and  fascist  attacks  by  a  mighty  response;  Pennies,  Nickels,  Dimes,  DOLLARS 

SUPPORT  THE   LL.D.   IN   ITS  CAMPAIGN    TO   DEFEAT  CAPITALIST  ASSAULTS 
SEND   CONTRIBUTIONS!     COLLECT   FUNDS!     NOW! 


RUSH  MONEY  to  the 
INTERNATIONAL     LABOR     DEFENSE 

SH    East    11th   Street,   New  York   Citj 
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30,000       workers     poured 
into    Union    Square    on 
August    1st    to    dem- 
onstrate against  im- 
perialist     IK  a  r 
preparatio  ns 
and  for  the 
deftns e 
of    the 
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oto    by    Labor    Defender    Photo    Group 

ow:  Members  of  the  Labor  Jury  chosen  by  working  class  organiza- 
ns  to  consider  the  evidence  and  place  the  responsibility   for  the  brutal 

bbiug  of  workers  by  police  following  the  August  First  demonstra- 
n  in  New    York. 

0111    left    to    right:     F.    F 
rtsh,  American  Negro  I.a- 
'  Congress;    C.   Popodo- 
lus  of  the  Food  Work 
Industrial     League; 
orge  Simon,  foreman 

the    fury,    Ex-Ser 

emen's        League; 

Narkow  of  Ma 
ie   Workers'  In- 
strial       Union 
he   labor   fury 
und    the    po- 
e  guilty! 


Workers   in   Ford -owned   Detroit   came   out   in   masses   to   dem& 
Urate   against   war. 


ON  BREAD 
and  WATER 

By  ]■  Louis  Encdahl 

THE  North  Carolina  State  Supreme 
Court  has  upheld  the  savage  convic- 
tion and  vicious  sentences  to  117  years  in 
prison  of  the  seven  Gaston ia  strikers  and 
organizers— Fred  Erwin  Beal,  William  M. 
McGinnis,  Louis  McLaughlin,  George 
Carter,  Joseph  Harrison,  K.  Y.  Hendricks 
and  Clarence  Miller. 

In  support  of  the  judicial  lynching  car- 
ried out  in  the  lower  (  Mecklenberg  Coun- 
tj  )  court,  the  highest  court  of  North  Caro- 
lina now  gives  its  approval. 

Exactly  on  the  same  day  that  the  black 
robed  persecutors  of  rebels  against  the 
"new  industrialism"  and  its  slavery  in  the 
South  were  putting  the  finishing  touches  on 
their  bloody  edict,  the  official  record  of 
which  might  well  have  been  illustrated 
with  dangling  rope,  swishing  lash  and 
burning  faggot,  symbolic  of  mob  law  jus- 
tice, Frank  Goldberg,  president  oi  the 
American  Cotton  .Mills,  Inc.,  was  telling 
the  committee  of  striking  workers  at  Bes- 
semer City  that  the  workers  should: 


21  lynching!,  the  toll  of  boss  terror  against  Negro  vjorkei  Member,  1930.   Thomas  Shiffs, 

19,  and  Abraham  Smith,  20,  were  the  victims  of  tins  brutal  lynching  in  Marion,  India 


assassins  wearing  deputj  sheriffs  badges, 
while  a  score  more  were  wounded.  In- 
stead Marion  strikers  are  ordered  to  jail. 

Second:  The  assassins  ot  Ella  May,  Sept. 
14,  1929,  remain  at  liberty,  free  to  com- 
mit or  join  in  new  lynchings  or  killinj 
workers.  It  is  significant  that  the  new  tex- 
tile strike  broke  out  in  Bessemer  City, 
where  the  songs  of  Ella  May,  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense  and  National  Tex- 


Third:  The  kidnappers  and  fl< 
Lell,  Saylor,  Wells  and  others,  who  were 
bent    on    lynchings,    are    all    still 
Major   A.    1..    Bulwinkle,   the   mob   leader, 
later  one  of   the   prosecutors  at    tin 
tonia  trial,  has  now  been  nominated  by  the 
Democratic  part]    to  _■..  t<,  congress.      H- 
chief    aide,    Solicitor    Carpenter,    church 
leader  of  the  Mam  ille-Jenckes  mob  called 
"The  Committee  of   100"  helped  to  plot 


"WORK  AND  LIVE  ON   BREAD     tile  Workers'  Union  organizer,  summoned      new  violence  in  the  days  just  past  a 


AND  WATER.  WORK  LIKE  HELL 
FOR  PRODUCTION!" 

There  is  no  mention  of  the  bread  and 
water  diet  in  the  Supreme  Court's  decision. 
Yet  this  decree  of  capitalist  class  justice 
holds  up  the  spectre  of  the  electric  chair 
and  living  deaths  in  prison  dungeons  for 
all  workers  who  would  struggle  for  more 
than  bread  and  water,  or  the  sow  belly  and 
beans  that  Southern  labor  is  forced  to  teed 
on. 

It  was  this  month  a  year  ago  that  2.1 

textile    strikers    and    organizers    were    held 

in  Gastonia  jails  because  they  fought  to 
win  a  better  life  for  the  "mountain  folks" 
who  had  been  drawn  down  into  the  mill 
towns  of  the  Piedmont  district  to  a  serf- 
dom  of  endless  toil,  condemned  to  the 
horrible  death  of  slow  starvation  called 
pellagra,  because  their  meager  wanes  could 
1101   provide  the   food   diet  nceessan    to  lite. 

During  this  year  capitalist  class  justice 
has  carefully,    energetically    defended    its 

oun.    Let   ever)    wanker   Stud)    these    tacts: 

Inst:  North  Carolina  "capitalist  justice" 
has  not  sentenced  to  one  single  da)  in  pris- 
on the  murderers  "t  the  six  Mai  ion  tex- 
tile   strikers,    massacred    in    cold    blood    by 


laboi   to  greater  battles  of  worker  against 
emplo)  er. 
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er  .'"./  two  otfi 
lion  which  was  broken  up  by  the  fol 


i)i     Bessemer  City  strikt  is. 

Fourth:    Headquarters  ot    thi     National 

Textile  Workers  Union  and  the  Workers' 
International     Relief    have    been     sir, 
and  destroyed   with   no  one  called   t 
count. 

Fifth:  North  Carolina  provides  the  lat- 
est i  -t  the  21  lynchings  in  the  nation,  of 
N  ro  workers  during  the  last  eight 
months.  The  29-year-old  \  e  farm 
laborer,  Oliver  Moore,  was  taken  b)  a 
mob  from  th<  1  dgecombe  Count)  Jail,  at 
Tarboro,  strung  up  to  a  tree  and  in  front 
of  his  home,  and  his  bod)  riddled  with 
hundreds  of  bullets.  The  sheriff  and  his 
deputies,   as   usual,   "didn't    I  "   anv 

of  the  mob.     I.\  nch  law   is  capitalist 

law,    tile    law    ><\    the   bos-   Jass   against   the 

working  class.     The  lynchers  do  no; 
punishment  from  their  own  laws. 
Thus    capitalism's    harlot      ( 
stalks  through  at)    -^>^  counti 
in    North   Carolina,  thi  .pawn 

of    the    profit    SOCial    s\stetn    that 

u   \t'  tnt       H.  M. 
Powers,    I       Carr,    Ann    Burlak,    H 
Story,  H>  rb<  rt  N<  wton  and  M 
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Photo  by  Labor  Defender  Photo  Group 
J.  Louis  Engda/d,  general  secretary  of  the  International   Labor  Defense,   speaking  at  the  Sacco- 
Vanzetti  demonstration  on   Union  Square,   New   }  ork 


— that  arrest  and  jail  workers  wherever 
they  raise  the  protest  of  labor,  whether  at 
Birmingham,  Alabama;  Chattanooga  or 
Memphis  in  Tennessee;  Winston-Salem, 
Mount  Holly,  or  elsewhere  in  North  Car- 
olina; Norfolk,  Virginia,  or  Rome,  in 
Georgia,  that  saw  the  attempted  mobbing 
and  lynching  of  Ann  Burlak,  the  organ- 
izer of  the  International  Labor  Defense. 

It  was  the  Bessemer  City  strike  that 
again  blew  the  lid  off  the  barbarous  con- 
ditions under  which  Southern  labor  toils. 
Here  was  a  rebellion  voted  "practically 
unanimously"  between  two  and  three 
o'clock,  the  early  morning  hours  of  Mon- 
day, August  18th,  after  an  almost  all- 
Sunday  night  discussion  of  miseries  unbear- 
able. 

The  outraged  workers  had  refused  to 
accept  the  third  successive  wage  cut  since 
Christmas,  declaring  that  they  could  not 
live  and  pay  their  grocery  bills  under  the 
old  scale,  and  that,  "It's  better  to  perish 
at  home  than  on  the  job."  Even  the  first 
day  of  the  strike  saw  the  ghost  of  starva- 
tion stalking  the  mill  villages,  so  close  were 
the  workers  to  the  hunger  line,  even  while 
they  toiled. 

But  it  is  not  only  food  that  is  lacking. 
Winter  is  coming  on  and  there  is  no  mon- 
ey for  clothes.  The  so-called  schools  are 
soon  to  open  but  there  are  no  pennies  for 
books.  The  mere  mention  of  free  school 
hooks  is  denounced  as  "revolutionary"  and 
"Bolshevism"  in  North  Carolina.  "The 
law,"  the  same  law  that  sends  mob  lead- 
ers to  congress  and  working  class  leaders 
to  prison,  declares  that  children  must  gi 
to  school,  but  it  provides  these  children 
with  neither  clothes,  food  lior  books,  and 
certainly  not  with  proper  shelter,  eithei  at 
school  or  at  In 'uu  .  '  >ne  landlord  lament- 
that  he  tried  to  collect  rent  at  fourti  mi 
ks,    called    "homes,"    th.it    he    ow  ned, 


but  could  not  get  a  penny  from  any  one 
of  them,  so  poor  are  his  tenants.  The 
future  of  "American  youth"  in  the  South- 
ern textile  mills  is  told  in  the  story  of  the 
boy  employed  in  Mill  No.  Two,  of  the 
American  Cotton  Mills,  Inc.,  at  Bessemer 
City,  since  he  was  fourteen  years  old.  He 
is  now  twenty-one  and  has  been  in  the 
same  job  all  the  time.  His  wages  under 
the  different  cuts  has  brought  his  pay  down 
from  $18  to  $12  per  week.  The  earnings 
of  many  Bessemer  City  strikers  for  the 
week  preceding  the  walkout  totalled  only 
$6  or  $8  according  to  the  showing  on 
their  pay  envelopes.  Some  declared  that 
they  toiled  the  twelve-hour  day,  but  that 
they  were  being  openly  robbed  of  one 
hour'swages  and  being  paid  for  only 
eleven  hours. 

These  are  the  conditions  that  resulted 
in  the  spontaneous  walkout  at  Bessemer 
City.  Revolt  smolders  for  the  time  being 
in  multitudes  of  other  mill  villages  as  the 


II  alter  Paananen  and  f'"':  "!  ll"  memorial  mon- 
ument to  Ella  May,  from  tht  v,  ■:■.  Hampshire 
granite  workers.  Die  monument  will  bt  pre- 
u  vied  to  the  v  orket  •  o)  \  orth  I  arolina  by 
the   West  l  V«<ti    Hampshire   branch   of 

the  International  Labot   D<  I 


result  of  similar  conditions.     It  will  flare 
into  open   rebellion. 

Against  this  growing  workers'  discon- 
tent the  boss  class  mobilizes  its  electric 
chairs,  its  prisons,  its  chain  gang  system, 
its  state  militia,  police  and  hireling  courts; 
it  rallies  its  extra-legal  forces  in  the  form 
of  pay-triotic  organizations  like  the  Ameri- 
can Legion,  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  the 
more  recent  American  Fascist  Association 
and  Order  of  Blackshirts;  lynching  mobs 
and  other  punitive  expeditions  against  the 
workers,  such  as  the  recent  invasion  of 
Bessemer  City  by  Manville-Jenckes  gang- 
sters from  Gastonia. 

The  reply  of  the  working  class  was 
clearly  registered  in  the  mass  demonstra- 
tions organized  and  carried  out  under  the 
banner  of  the  International  Labor  De- 
fense on  the  third  anniversary  of  the  rul- 
ing; class  murder  of  Nicola  Sacco  and  Bar- 
tolomeo  Vanzetti.  The  textile  and  shoe 
multi-millionaires  thought  that  working 
class  protest  would  die  in  the  electric  chair 
with  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  as  the  midnight 
passed  on  August  22,  1927.  But  during 
the  three  years  since  and  especially  on  Au- 
gust 22,  1930,  labor  has  raised  higher 
than  ever  its  banners  against  capitalist  sup- 
pression. 

In    more    than    three-score    cities   many 
scores    of    thousands   of    workers   pledged 
themselves   to   revenge   the    burning    alive 
in  the  electric  chair  of  Sacco  and  Vanzetti. 
This  revenge   is  being   registered  through 
greater  struggles  in  defense  and   for  the 
liberation    of    the    increasing    number    of 
political  prisoners  of  today,  demanding  the 
immediate  and  unconditional  release  of  the 
New    York   and    Milwaukee    Unemployed 
Delegations;  against  the  electric  chair  and 
for  the  release  of  the  Atlanta  prisoners — 
No  death  sentences!    No  prison  sentences! 
— immediate   release  of  the   Imperial  Val- 
ley prisoners;  defeat  of  the  infamous  Gas- 
tonia   verdict;    release    for    Mooney    and 
Billings,  and   for  the  Centralia,  Washing- 
ton   prisoners;    repeal   of    the   sedition   and 
insurrection    laws;    dissolution    of    the    so- 
called   Fish  commission,  instrument  of   the 
United  States  government  in  its  attack  on 
the  working  class,  especially   foreign-born 
workers  threatened   with   registration,    fin- 
ger printing  and  photographing  by  the  po- 
lice bloodhounds  of  Wall  Street  oppression, 
accompanied  by  an  increasing   wave  of    de- 
portations,   especially    to    the    fascist    coun- 
tries of    Europe    where   firing   squads  and 
the  gallows  await  all  militant  workers. 

I  ight  against  all  ruling  class  efforts  to 
|nit  the  American  working  class  on  a 
"bread  and  water  dirt"'  For  the  Besse- 
mer CitJ  textile  baron  speaks  with  the 
voice  of  capitalist  class  -reed  against   which 

increasing  masses  of  the  working  da 
hel  and  struggle. 
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Workers'  Children  Defy  Patriots 


By  Beatrice  Carlin 


Young  Pioneers  a:  Workers  International  Relief  Scout  Camp  .</';->./  /•;   their  camp  and 
were  read)  to  fight  back  the  frenzied,  patriots  and  raiders. 


"Down      with      the 


Till.  W.I.R.  Chil- 
dren's Smut  Camp 
al  Van  Etten,  N.  V., 
has  just  had  an  experi- 
ence with  American 
"patriotism"  that  must 
make-  a  lasting  impres- 
sion on  the  one  hundred 
children,  mostl)  of  Fin- 
nish parentage,  w  h  o 
writ-  in  the  camp,  and 
on  all  the  adult  workers 

who  witnessed  the  sense- 
less frenzy  of  those 
small-town    "patriots." 

When  the  camp  was 
first  opened,  word  spread 
to  a  neighboring  town 
across  the  state  line, 
Sayre,    Pa.,    that    "Red 

activities"  were  going  on  in  the  New  York      Klan    ; 
camp.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Shepson,  a  revival-      Legion, 
ist     preacher,      wrote     an      inflammatory 
article    in    a    local    newspaper    concerning 
the       camp,    and       certain      super-patriots 
undertook  to  "learn"  the  children   respect 
for  the   flag.  They   organized   a   Ku   Klux 
Klan  demonstration  in   front  of  the  camp, 
and   burned   a   cross   of    fire;    on    another      Camp,"    a    ham- 
occasion  a  fiery  wheel  was  burned  near  the      mer    and     sickle, 
camp.      As   this  threat    of   terror    failed    to 
intimidate   the    children    or   the    leaders   of 
the  camp,  a   group  was  delegated   In    the 
American  Legion   of   Athens,   Pa.,  to  pre- 
sent  a   large    American    flag    to   the    chil- 
dren's camp,  and  to  make  them  fly  it. 

Driving  up  to  the  camp  about  twentj 
Strong,  I'll  .August  S,  they  offered  the  Hag 
to  the  two  voting  leaders  of  the  children, 
Mabel  Husa,  20,  and  Ailene  Holmes, 
2.^,  both  members  of  the  Young  Com- 
munist League.  The  girls  politelj  re- 
fused the  gift,  stating  that  there  was  no 
law  to  compel  any  camp  to  fl)  a  Hag,  and 
that  they  did  not  wish  to  llv  it.  When 
pressed     fur    a     reason,    tln\     said    the    flag 

represented  the  interests  oi   the  boss  class 
it   America,  the  exploitation  of  the  work- 
ers and    farmers,   and   the   imperialist 
pression  of  colonial   peoples. 

The  \isitors  then  tried  to  force  tie  two 
girls  and  the  children  to  kiss  tin  ti 
pushing  it  into  their  mouths.  The  children 
resisted,  and  several  of  them  were  roughlj 
handled.  The  children  formed  into 
line,  and  led  by  Comrades  Husa  and 
Holmes,  began  to  sing  their  iamp  songs, 
and  to  shout  slogans  against  then  enemies. 
"Down  with  the  enemies  ol  our  camp — 
boo,  boo,  boo";  "Down  with  tie   Ku  Klux 


grounds  and  then  to  the 

JllstUl     of     til, 

Van     Etten,     to     have 
them  arrested. 

T  he     j  u  s  t  i  i 
William    Westbrook,    is 
an     old     man,     closi 
-cmiii  Hesitat- 

to  offend   tin 
nish    farmers  who  have 
settled  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, he  n  t  used  at  that 
time   to   issui    a    warrant 
for  the  arrest  of  th 
girls.       He   was  threaten- 
ed with  1\  nching  hv  the 
Klan  if  he  did  not  make 
the   arrests.    Finally,   he 
issued  a  warrant,  sworn 
out    In     a     Mr.     |) 
an  ex-commander 
American      .American    Legion    post    in    Pennsylvania, 


giving     three    boos     after    each       and    Mr-.    Dais\     Felt,    member    of    a    pa- 


shout.  They  marched  with  their  camp  ban- 
ner, a  Red  ban- 
n  e  r  inscribe 
with  the  words, 
"Van  Etten  W. 
I.     R.     S  c  o  u  t 


and  the  Pioneer 
slogan,  "Always 
Read} ." 

The  sight  of 
this  banner  infu- 
riated the  patriots 
ind  they  attempt- 
ed      to      take       it 

away  from  the 
children.  One  ot 
the  boys,  about 
tu  elve  \  ear-  old, 
took  the  camp 
b  a  n  n  e  r  ,  and 
climbed  a  tele- 
graph    pole     with 

it.  Tin-  was  in- 
terpreted b)  the 
\  isitoi  -  .1-  putting 
the  Red  banner 
"above"  thi  Am- 
erican flag.  Sev- 
eral of  the  m 
bed  the  two 
girls,  put  them 
forcibl)  into  .m 
automobile,     and 

drove  them  dow  n 
to     the     Klan 


triotic     organization     m     Waverly,     N 


Mabel   Husa  ana     4 Hem    II 
,d  to  thrrr  months  imprisonmi 
"insulting"  the  flag. 
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Mv  Mori  West  • 


,,.  1 


Children  attending   World  Congress  of  workers'  children   in   Berlin   show  their   solidarity  with 
striking  miners  in  the  Ruhr.  The  banner  reads  "We  Fight  With  Our  Fathers  in  the  Northwest." 


York.  The  girls  were  arrested  on  the  basis 
of  an  obscure  subdivision  of  a  section  of 
the  penal  code  of  New  York,  providing 
for  the  punishment  by  six  months'  impris- 
onment and  fifty  dollars  fine,  of  anyone 
who  "insulted"  the  flag.  The  patriots  swore 
that  the   girls  had  instigated  the   children 


down  to  the  village,  and  put  in  a  call  for 
the  county  sheriff  and  the  state  troopers. 
These    veteran    enemies   of    the    working 


The  trial  of  the  two  girls,  Mabel  Husa 
and  Ailene  Holmes,  was  conducted  in 
the  tiny  village  court  room,  crowded  to 
overflowing,  on  the  one  side  with  sympa- 
thetic workers  and  farmers  from  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood;  on  the  other  side, 
with  angry,  murmuring  members  of  the 
Klan,  the  American  Legion  and  the  local 
patriots  under  their  influence.  All  the  ap- 
proved methods  were  used  by  these  hypo- 
crites in  the  name  of  "The  People,"  who 
were  called  the  plaintiffs.  Hysterical 
references  to  "the  boys  who  died  in  the 
war  for  the  flag";  the  spectre  of  a  "Red 
revolution"  within  four  years,  made  by  the 
attorney  for  "The  People,"  called  on  the 
aged  justice  to  stamp  out  Communism  in 
America  by  putting  the  two  young  women 
behind  prison  bars. 

The  sentence  was  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars 
and  three  months'  imprisonment  for  each 
girl. 

The  two  girl  comrades,  Mabel  and 
Ailene,  unfailingly  cheerful,  courageous 
class  fighters,  were  remanded  to  the 
county  jail,  when  an  appeal  was  refused 
pending  eight  days'  written  notice. 

The  attempted  break-up  of  the  Work- 
ers International  Relief  Children's  Scout 
Camp  must  be  answered  with  the  building 


class,  who  never  lose  an  opportunity  ot  of  more  an(j  bigger  camps  by  the  Work- 
smashing  a  demonstration  of  the  workers  ers  International  Relief.  Class-conscious 
against  unbearable  conditions  of  exploita-  WOrking  class  parents  must  boycott  the 
tion,  or  of  breaking  the  heads  of  strikers  bourgeois  Boy  and  Girl  Scout  movement. 


and  had  themselves  been  guilty  of  saying:      on  picket  duty,  had  known  for  two  weeks      A  concerted  effort  must  be  made  on  the 


sion  to  clear  the  camp  grounds. 


"To  hell  with  the  American  flag,"  "Down  of  the  molestation  of  the  camp  by  the 
with  the  American  government,"  "We  fascist  baiters  of  the  children,  but  had 
will  make  a  dish  rag  out  of  their  flag  in  made  no  move  for  the  protection  of  the 
four  years";  and  also  accused  them  of  camp.  It  took  these  guardians  of  "law  and 
leading  the  children  in  pledging  allegiance  order"  about  five  hours  of  gentle  persua- 
to  the  Red  flag  of  Soviet  Russia. 

A  representative  of  the  Workers  Inter- 
national Relief  and  International  Labor 
Defense  secured  a  postponement  of  the 
trial,  which  angered  the  "patriots." 

Armed  with  black-jacks  and  revolvers 
and  in  an  ugly  mood,  they  drove  to  the 
camp  grounds.  We  met  their  vanguard, 
and  asked  them  to  leave  the  grounds  of 
the  camp.  They  responded  that  "every- 
thing belonged  to  Uncle  Sam,"  and  gave 
an  ultimatum  to  "clear  the  children  out 
of  the  camp  in  thirty  minutes." 

The  children  had  had  a  mass  meeting 
during  the  day,  and  had  voted  unani- 
mous] \  to  stick  by  the  camp,  and  not  to 
allow  themselves  to  be  intimidated  into 
dispersing  before  the  scheduled  break-up 
on  Saturday  morning.  The  spokesmen  for 
the  camp  were  able,  because  of  the  per- 
fect morale  of  the  children,  to  defy  the 
raiders,  and  to  accept  their  challenge  with 
the  declaration  that  the  camp  would  fight 
back  if  the  mob  made  any  move  to  at- 
tack them. 

In    the    meantime,   someone   had    raced 


part  of  all  friendly  and  affiliated  working 
class  organizations  to  draw  workers'  and 
farmers'  children  out  of  the  bourgeois 
Boy  and  Girl  Scout  camps  and  into  the 
Workers  International  Relief  working 
class  Scout  Camps. 


Delegates  attending  the  New  York  State  Nominating  Convention  at  Schenectady  JAM  placed  the 
Communist  Party  ticket  in  the  field.     William  /..  hosier,  secretary  oj  the  Trade  Vmon  Unity 

League    now  in  prison,  was  ratified  as  candidate   tor  Governor,  J.   Lotus  Engdahl  for  Lieutenant 

Governor,  and  Robert  B.  Moore,  for  Attorney  General.     Moore  recently  spoke  at  a  demon- 
Motion  in  Spencer,  Sew  York,  against  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  raid  on  the  W.l.K.  Children's  Camp. 
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Trade  Luton  Unity  League  tpeakeri  urge  throngs 
of  jobleu  to  join  Unemployed  Councils  .'«,/  ignt 
for  zuork  or  wages  at  street  meetings  in  trout  of 
city  employment  agency  in  New  York.  I 
A  bent  40,000  workers  stormed  the  city  agency 
foi  /obs  in  the  first  few  days  in  vain. 


JOBLESS   FACING  WINTER! 


By  Israel  Amter 


TpHERE     will     be     more    unemployed 
workers  tramping  the  streets  this  win- 
ter.  Wages   will    be   slashed   on   all    sides, 
the    cost    of    living    will 
mount.     A  winter  or   bit- 
ter    struggle      faces     the 
workers   of    this   country  -^ 

and    the    entire    capitalist 
world. 

Figures  on    unemploy- 
ment    indicate     that     the 
number  of  unemployed  is 
increasing.       The      steel, 
lumber,  textile  and  rubber  in- 
dustries  are    at    a    very    low    level. 
The  auto  industry  which  gave  a  "vaca- 
tion" of  three  weeks  without  pay  to   175,- 
000  workers  is  reported   to  be  taking  back 
116,000.  What  does  this  indicate:    More 
workers  are  being  added  to  the  unemployed 
army.      The   "vacation"    for  "reorganiza- 
tion" purposes  was  for  the  purpose  ot    in- 
stalling new  speed-up  machinery  and  meth- 
ods.     "It   will    take   some   years    for   the 
American   market  to  recover"  says  a   lead- 
ing  German    industrialist. 

All  the  imperialist  powers  look  with  en- 
vy, fear  and  hate  at  the  So\  iet  Union 
where  industry  and  agriculture  cannot  be 
developed    rapidly    enough    to   satisfy    the 

needs  of  the  Workers  ami  peasants,  where 
wages  are  increasing,  hours  are  being  low- 
ered, the  cultural  achievements  are  ad- 
vancing. Hence  they  are  preparing  foi 
war  on  the  Soviet  Union. 


The  struggle  ahead  is  one  in  which 
common  united  action  of  the  workers  alone 
will  help.     The  unemployed  organized  in- 


\\     demand  :■  the 

form  of  unemployment  insurance."     The 
unemployment   insuran 

fight    against    wage    CUtS   and    speed    up.       It 

brings  about  the  fighting  unit)  of  the  em- 
ployed and  unemployed  on  all  vital  t: 

I  Day  is  the  da)   tor  launching  the 

big  movement  for  the  Unemployment  In- 
surance Bill.  The  A.  I  .  ■  i  1..  tnd  the 
Socialist  Party  who  work  for  and  with  the 
capitalists  will  sabotage  tins  movement.  The 
A.  I  .  d  J.,  wants  no  unemployment  in- 
surance. The  Socialist  Part)  wants  the 
workers  to  pay  for  the  unemployment  im- 
posed on  them.  The  militant  workers  will 
make  their  demands  In  a  gigantic  demon- 
stration on  Labor   Da)  . 

The    crying    need    of    the    hour    is    the 
building  up  of  the  revolutionary 
tions.      This  includes  the  International  La- 
bor Defense  which  will  face  ever  more  im- 
portant   tasks   as    boss    brutal  it)    against    the 

workers  becomes  inevitabl)   sharper.      I  he 
have  alread)  shown  what  they  will 

do.     The  ruthless  lynch  I    N-    . 

the  South,  the  terroristic  attacks  on  con- 
ventions and  meetings  of  revolutionary 
workers  |  Imperial  Valley  and  Ge. 
the  outrageous  sentences  imposed  on  the 
Communists  and  members  ot  the  I.  I. 
U.  I...  the  gp.wmg  use  of  fascist  methods, 
the  use  of  the  American  Legion,  K.u  Klux 
Kim  and  gangsters  against  the  working 
class,  all  indicate  the  terror  that  the  work- 
ers  face   in  their  determination   t 

and  to  organize.     Make  the  I.  L.  I). 
the    fighting    defense   organization 
of   the   workers   of    the    I 

ever  on   the   job  to  de- 
ft nd  the  interests  ot 

the   work 


England's  joble  >  s 
army   on   the   march   for 
Unemployment  Funds.   There 

,  r  tii.0  and  one-half   million 
jobless  in  England. 


to  the  Unemployed  Councils  ot  the    [Vade 
Union    Unit)     LeagUl     must    be    linked    up 
with   shop  committees  organized    in 
shop.     The  next  step  is  the  movement 
Unemployed     Insurance    and     the    support 
of  the  Unemployment  Insurance  Hill 
pan  d  In  the  Communist  Party.     Tin   un- 
employed must  say  to  the  bosses  "We  re- 
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In  .ill  counts 
except      :■■ 

Union, 

untmflo\f.l  f 
tiu  5  9  rulers  i 
uncmflouJ  injur*  $•  tablets. 


Erickson  Speaks  from  Prison 


B\<  Esther  Lowell 


Oscar  Erickson,  Secretary,  Agricultur- 
al Workers  Industrial  League,  in  San 
Quentin  prison  for  42  years  for  organ- 
izing Imperial  .  Valley  .  agricultural 
workers. 

San  Quentin  is  trying  the  "paint  up,  brighten 
up"  method  on  its  grim  grey  walls  but  the  effect 
of  the  great  stone  pile  viewed  from  the  Rich- 
mond ferry  is  at  forbidding  as  ever.  The  old 
prison  looms  like  an  impregnable  fortress  on  the 
shore  of  San  Francisco  bay,  with  the  pointed 
peak  of  Mount  Tamalpais  towering  behind. 

The  ferry  was  carrying  me  over  to  San  Quen- 
tin to  interview  the  newly  arrived  victims  of 
California's  notorious  criminal  syndicalism  law, 
the  Imperial  Valley  organizers.  The  criminal 
syndicalism  law  was  designed  to  put  the  Wob- 
blies  into  prison  for  mere  membership  in  the  or- 
ganization. Now  the  "golden  state"  has  revived 
it  to  put  Communists  into  prison  for  mere  mem- 
bership in  a  Party  that  operates  legally  in  the 
United  States! 

When  I  found  that  I  could  see  only  one  pris- 
oner, I  asked  for  Erickson,  because  he  is  secre- 
tary of  the  Agricultural  Workers  Industrial 
League,  affiliated  with  the  Trade  Union  Unity 
League.  He  is  a  native  of  California,  a  round- 
faced,  bright-eyed  young  man  full  of  facts 
about  the  state's  farming  regions,  through  all  of 
which  he  has  worked.  But  natives  who  defy  the 
power  and  railroad  and  agricultural  profiteers  of 
the  golden  west  get  the  same  harsh  dose  admin- 
istered to  "outside  agitators." 

"White,  Mexican,  Filipino  and  Negro  lettuce 
pickers  and  packers  struck  spontaneously  in  Jan- 
uary and  February,"  Erickson  told  me.  "They 
lost  .out  for  lack  of  organization.  In  the  next 
few  months  we  held  big  meetings  and  many  were 
joining  the  union.  We  planned  a  walkout  of 
8,000  or  more  for  the  opening  of  the  cantaloupe 
season  in  June." 

Newspapers  shouted  that  the  reds  had  come 
and  would  bomb  and  burn  bridges,  packing 
houses  and  the  jail.  Suddenly  on  April  14, 
when  the  union  was  holding  a  conference  pre- 
liminary to  the  strike,  Brawl,  y  headquarters  was 
raided.  Of  the  100  arrested,  11  were  held  for 
trial,  2  of  these  released  on  trial  morning,  i  de- 
ported and  6  convicted  of  criminal  syndi  llism 
on  three  counts:  l  I  being  members  of  a  party 
(Communist)  which  eeki  to  overthrow  the  gov- 
ernment by  tone;  2)  teaching,  aiding  and  abet- 
ting this  purpose;   3)  conspiracy. 

"It  surely  was  a  class  case,"  exclaimed 
Erickson.  "There  wasn't  a  worker  on  the 
jury      and      the      prosecutor      played      up      to 


the  prejudices  of  the  small  farmers  and 
small  business  men  who  tried  us.  They  held 
each  of  us  for  $40,000  bail  at  first.  While  we 
were  in  jail  newspapers  reported  that  there  had 
been  an  attempt  to  bomb  the  Yuma  bridge  and 
that  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  was  sending 
in  50  special  deputies.  There  was  another  story 
that  someone  tried   to  burn   a   warehouse." 

All  these  provocateur  acts  helped  frighten  the 
jury  still  more.  Lieut.  Hines,  "red  specialist" 
of  the  Los  Angeles  police  department,  was 
brought  down  as  a  star  witness.  Two  of  the 
prisoners,  Carl  Sklar  and  Frank  Spector,  had 
been  brought  down  from  the  "Angel  City," 
where  Spector  was  district  organizer  for  the  In- 
ternational Labor  Defense.  He  had  been  in  Im- 
perial Valley  only  once  to  arrange  bail  for  the 
raid  victims  and  Sklar  had  been  there  but  a 
few  times. 

Maximum  sentences  were  handed  out,  1  to  14 
years  on  each  count  and,  for  all  but  one  man, 
to  run  consecutively,  so  that  the  full  sentences 
read  3  to  42  years!  Danny  Roxas,  Filipino  ag- 
ricultural worker,  has  two  terms  running  con- 
currently and  the  third  consecutively,  so  that  his 
total  is  2  to  28!  Lawrence  Emery,  Roxas,  Spec- 
tor  and  Erickson  are  in  Quentin;  Sklar  and 
Tetsuiji  Hariuchi  in  Folsom,  although  this  is  a 
first  conviction  for  each  and  that  prison  is  in- 
tended  for  repeaters. 

Conditions  for  agricultural  workers  are  dis- 
gustingly bad  all  over  California  but  especially 
vile  in  Imperial  Valley.  This  section  is  in  the 
far  southern  part  of  the  state.  The  oil  is  very  rich 
from  repeated  deposits  during  Colorado  River 
floods.  Nothing  grows  there  without  irrigation. 
It  is  a  huge  natural  hothouse  for  profitable  truck 
gardens;  lettuce  and  carrots  in  January  and  Feb- 
ruary; cantaloupes  in  June  and  July;  watermel- 
ons in  July  and  August.  Hay  and  grapefruit 
are  the  other  chief  crops. 

"Absentee  owners  control  the  valley  lands," 
the  union  organizer  told  me.  "They  are  big 
shipping  and  distributing  companies  with  offices 
in  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco.  They  con- 
trol farms  all  over  the  west  and  east  into  Col- 
orado. They  are  organized  into  the  Western 
Growers'  Protective  Association  and  the  Ameri- 
can Fruit  Growers,  Inc.  (Blue  Goose  brand). 
The  landowners  have  headquarters  farms  where 
.ill  agricultural  ma- 
chinery is  kept  and 
trucked  around  to 
tenants.  One  owner 
may  have  ten  ten- 
ants or  more.  Few 
workers  are  re- 
quired except  at 
harvest." 

Most  of  the  ten- 
ants who  run  farms 
are  Japanese.  Of 
these  61%  are  on 
a  share  basis,  the 
rest  pay  cash  rental, 
but  these  are  de- 
creasing. There  arc 
about  5,000  tenant 
farmers  on  some- 
whal  over  500,000 
acres   cultivated. 

"Mexican  a  n  d 
Filipino   labor   con- 


tractors really  led  the  January  and  February 
strikes,"  said  Erickson.  "These  contractors  are  em- 
ployed by  the  tenants  to  supply  workers  in  har- 
vest time.  The  contractor  works  with  the  gang  he 
brings  and  takes  a  percentage  of  their  wages. 
This  year  the  market  was  poor,  because  of  de- 
pression and  unemployment,  so  the  bosses,  the 
landowners,  insisted  on  wage  cuts.  First  they  fired 
the  Mexicans  and  said  they  had  the  Filipinos 
working  at  30c  an  hour  instead  of  3  5c.  When  the 
Mexicans  gave  in,  they  turned  the  trick  on  the 
Filipinos.  Then  they  were  going  to  cut  the 
packing  house  workers  from  9c  a  crate.  They 
were  having  inspectors  reject  so  many  crates  that 
it  amounted  to  a  cut.  A  good  packer  can  do 
400  to  500  crates,  working  up  to  18  hours  a 
day!" 

Demands  of  the  Agricultural  Workers  Indus- 
trial Union  for  the  field  workers  were:  Aboli- 
tion of  the  contract  system,  50c  minimum  for 
lettuce  picking,  8-hour  workday  with  double 
pay  for  overtime  and  Sundays,  15-minute  rest 
period  after  every  2  hours,  free  ice  from  the 
growers,  no  child  labor,  equal  pay  for  women, 
and  better  housing. 

"Tenants  are  given  the  poorest  sort  of  shacks 
without  provision  for  cooking  or  washing," 
Erickson  explained.  "Casual  workers  almost 
never  have  any  sort  of  housing  provided.  Mexi- 
cans and  whites  usually  come  with  families  in 
ancient  autos  and  camp  in  the  fields.  They  dip 
warm,  dust-coated  water  from  the  irrigation 
ditches  for  drinking,  cooking  and  washing.  No 
toilets  are  built,  as  a  rule,  except  sometimes  a 
crude  hole  in  the  ground.  The  Filipino  boys 
often  bunk  together  in  tourist  cabins.  Most  of 
the  Negro  workers  live  in  valley  towns." 

"Women  work  out  in  the  fields  with  all  the 
kids  who  can  get  around.  In  hot  weather  it  is 
almost  intolerable,  with  mosquitos  added  to  the 
heat  .  The  air  doesn't  cool  at  night,  like  it  does 
in  the  rest  of  the  state.  Workers  literally  drop 
in  their  tracks  in  the  fields,  some  of  them  dying 
from  heat  and  exhaustion." 

International  Labor  Defense  attorneys  defend- 
ed Erickson  and  his  companions  and  are  now 
seeking  to  appeal  the  cases. 


Mexican   and   Filipino   pea   pickers   in   the   Imperial    Val/cv 
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Remember  Ella  May! 

B)   Caroline  Drew 

T?LI.A  MAY  —  working  woman  —  mill  bosses  shot  her  dead,  at  the  age  of  29, 
-I—*  mother — was  murdered  one  year  ago  she  had  nine  children.  Capitalism  in  the 
bj  the  Gastonia  bosses  and  their  commit-  smith  in  its  neglect  of  the  poor  mountain 
tee  oi  inn  thugs,  who  resorted  to  open  farmer,  and  the  mill  bosses  in  the 
murder  to  keep  the  southern  mill  workers  for  great  numbers  to  exploit,  have  kept 
from  organization.  these  people  entirelj  ignorant  of  birth  con- 
When  Ella  Maj  together  with  other  trol  and  thi  avei  gi  familj  has  eight  to 
mill  strikers  went  to  Washington,  1).  C.  to  ten  children. 

testifj  about  their  working  and  living  con-  Like  the  other  women  who  work  in  the 
ditions  before  the  mill,  Ellj  had  to  work  until  almost  the 
Senate  [nvestigat-  last  minute  before  her  babj  was  horn,  and 
i  n  g  Committee,  had  to  resume  work  almost  immediately 
winch  proved  to  afterwards.  She  could  not  afford  to  buy 
be  another  do-  milk  for  her  babies,  or  a  doctor  when  they 
nothing  w  h  i  t  e  -  were  sick.  "The)  just  died"  is  her  ex- 
washing  govern-  pression  for  four  of  them,  "I  reckon  be- 
ment  committee;  cause  I  could  not  do  for  them."  On  $9 
the    bosses    shouted  a    Week    there    was    rent    to    pay,    wood    to 


no    bosses, 


that  they  were  the 
di egs  ami  not  typ- 
ical southern  mill  workers.  Hut  the  life 
and  Struggles  of  Ella  Ma\  are  identical  of 
thousands  of  mill  "hands." 

Ella  M.n  was  one  ot  a  large  familj  ol 
old  American  mountain  farmers.  Each 
year  they  struggled  with  a  stdnj  soil  to 
raise  a  crop.  Thej  ha 
stretch-out  system,  and  no 
discharges.  At  an  early 
age  Elly  (<is  she  was 
known  to  her  friends) 
married  a  mountaineer 
named  Wiggins. 

After  their  third  child 
was  born,  an  agent  t  rom 
a  mill  called  upon  them 
md  induced  them  through 
his  tale  of  good  w 
short  winking  hours,  a 
steady  job  and  a  good 
home,  to  give  up  every- 
thing they  had  and  move 


buy,  food,  clothes,  insurance,  sometimes  a 
doctor  and  medicine.  Hut  it  just  could 
not  be  done. 

When  the  National  Textile  Workers 
Union  came  down  south  Ella  May  was 
one  of  the  first  to  join.  When  the  strike 
broke  out  in  Bessemer  City  she  was  one 
of  the  hardest  workers.  She  was  an  ac- 
tive pit ket,  was  active  on  the  relief  com- 


Hovels    ol    worken 


Photo     i  i...u  .-n 

in    II  inston-Salt  m,     V.    C, 


to  the  mill  village. 

In     the     mill     villages     they     found    the       mittee,    and    proved    to    be    a    verj     capable 
ad"  wages  to  be  on  an  average  of  $  1 1      speaker.      She    was   also  organizer   oi   the 


a  week,  a  61)  hour  week,  a  company  store 
which  charged  high  prices  for  food,  clothes 
and  everything,  the  wages  in  the  form  oJ 
checks  made  out  to  the  company  store,  a 
bouse  without  an)  conveniences.  The) 
found  the  work  \cr\  tiresome  after  the 
open  fields.    The)  nuisi  stand  abuse  from 

the   bosses. 

Wiggins  completely  broke  down  under 
the  strain  of  the  mill  workers'  life  with  its 
oppression,  miserable  conditions,  and  hard 
work.  The  burden  of  supporting  the  fam- 
ilj   fell   to   Elly. 

From  the  time  she  was  married  until  the 


I.I,.  I),  branch  in  Bessemer  City.  What 
she  liked  best  was  to  compose  "union 
pieces"  to  old  southern  melodies.  In  these 
pieces  she  told  of  the'  life  of  the  southern 
mill  worker,  the  need  foi  organization,  the 
struggles  ol  tin    workers,  the  strikes. 

She  is  a  working  class  martyr  whose 
revolutionar)  spirit  guides  the  struggle  up- 
wai d,  in  tin   workers'  detei mination  - 

better  life. 

I  he  bosses,  not  satisfied  with  the  blood 


'h.il. 
.V  Southern  mountain 

6  a./ 

C.irr,  Marj   Dalton,  Ann  Burlack,  11 

New  ton  and   Hem  )    Si 

Mill    bosses    ol     th.     s,.utll 


ol   I  lla  May,  an  todaj  trying  through  the  the  blood  ol  Ella  Maj  b  still  fi  sh  on  youi 

government  machinery  and  courts  which  hands     the  workinj 

tlu'\    own,   to  murder     through   death   in  pressure  shall   not  allow    you  to      It 

the   electric   ch.ni— M.    H.    Powers,   Joe  ,„,„  n  our  rani 
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THE   NEW  SO 


By  MOM 


Delegates  to  the  Sixth  Congress  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union— In  the  center  are 
Blncher,  general  in  the  Red  Army,  Kaganovitch  and  Stalin. 


Comrade  Olgin,  editor  of  the  Frei- 
heit,  Jewish  Communist  Daily,  in  a 
satirical  vein,  answers  the  Fish  com- 
mittee, Wall,  and  the  U.  S.  officials 
who  spread  lies  about  "convict"  la- 
bor in  the  Soviet  Union  to  force  an 
embargo  on  Soviet  imports  and  to 
strike  a  blow  at  the  advancing  So- 
cialist economy. 

FELLOW  workers,  let  us  offer  thanks 
for  having  been  spared  the  horrible  fate 
of  our  brothers  and  sisters  of  Russia.  Ver- 
ily, the  accursed  Bolsheviks  have  burdened 
the  Russian  workers  with  a  load  beyond 
endurance  and  have  turned  their  days  and 
nights  into  a  nightmare  of  serfdom.  Just 
imagine  the  unspeakable  horror.  They 
have  done  away  with  bosses.  They  do  not 
even  know  of  a  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Directors.  They  have  saddled  the  poor 
Russian  workers  with  managing  all  those 
shops,  mines  and  forests.     Has  there  been 


anything  like  it  in  the  whole  world?  Where 
our  fellow  countrymen  are  free  to  go 
home  after  eight,  ten  or  twelve  hours  of 
labor,  the  Russian  workers,  have  only 
seven  hours  to  their  credit,  only  to  begin 
the  heartrending  ordeal.  They  cannot  go 
home  to  join  their  eager  families.  Indeed 
the  families  themselves  are  forced  into  the 
same  yoke.  They  are  made  to  spend  hours 
and  hours  in  committees.  They  must 
make  momentous  decisions,  shop  commit- 
tees, housing  committees,  cooperators'  com- 
mittees, sanitary  committees,  school  com- 
mittees.     Who  has  ever  heard  of  such  a 


much  coal  and  pig  iron,  petroleum,  cotton 
goods  and  even  lumber  the  whole  Russian 
lands  is  to  produce,  and  not  even  in  a  year 
but  in  a  period  of  five  years.  To  have  to 
carry  upon  their  shoulders  a  burden  the 
enlightened  captains  of  finance  and  indus- 
try in  the  great  advanced  countries  are  not 
always  equal  to.  To  strain  their  brains, 
which  are  only  poor  workingmen's  brains 
over  such  topics  as  industrialization,  col- 
lectivization, dekulakization,  state  budget, 
exports  and  imports,  banking  system,  trans- 
port system,  waterway  system — can  one 
think  of  an  ordeal  more  corroding,  of  a 
burden  more  crushing,  of  slavery  worse 
confounded!  Compared  with  those  Rus- 
sians who  resemble  beasts  of  burden  in 
harness,  we,  here  in  the  land  of  the  free 
and  the  brave,   are   blessed   with   untram- 


New    club     house       SBHIT^jL. 
of   the    Municipal       |*UI  |  Hi 

Workers    Union        -XtifTtt     ^^te 


recently  opened  in 
Moscow. 


Members    of    the    Soviet    collective 
farms  talc  tea,  tors  for  a  drive. 


piling  up  of  institutions  in  a 
fnc  and  civilized  country?  And 
this  is  not  enumerating  even  the 
whole  machinery  of  one  single 
plant! 

Why,  those  wretches  are  ac- 
tually obliged  to  think  and  plan 
fur  a  whole  vast  country.  Poor, 
abused  ami  misguided  Russians. 
To    have    to    figure    out    how 

182 


meled  freedom. 
When  I  leave  the 
factory  gate  I 
am  through.  I  do 
not  have  a  care 
in  the  world.  If  I 
am  unemployed, 
so  much  the  bet- 
ter I  have  the 
whole  day  to  do  as  I  please.  If  I  am  a 
union  member,  let  the  officers  worry,  I  am 
free. 

Fellow  workers,  tile  root  cause  of  the 
abject  enslavement  of  the  Russian  work- 
ers  tie  the  Bolsheviks  otherwise  known  as 
Communists  or  Reds.  They  have  taken 
old  God-fearing  peasant  men  and  women 
and  forced  them  to  learn  how  to  read 
ami  write.  They  have  thus  liquidated  the 
analphabetism"  (illiteracy)  of  S  million 
of  good  old  unspoiled  Russians  and  are 
planning  to  liquidate    18-19  million   more. 


IAL  ORDER  GROWS 


E  OLGIN 


Think  of  the  torture  of  aged  toilers  made 
to  "<>  to  school  instead  of  spending  their 
declining  years  in  meditation  and  prayer. 

But  even  this  is  not  saying  all.  The 
unmentionable  Communists  won't  leave 
anybody  in  peace.  Not  content  with  So- 
viets to  take  ever)  spare  moment  <>t  a 
peasant's    life, 

n  o  t     content 

with  collective 

farms     where 

a   p  e  a  s  a  n  t 

ceases  to  be  his 

ii  w  n     mastei 

and   becomes 

only  a  cog  in  a 

A     group    o< 
Soviet     viorki  i 


be  spending  in  3  years  from 
now  for  educational  pui 
1  S.N2  roubles  per  head  ol 
population  .i-  compared  with 
}.36  roublcMn  1913.  Think 
of  publishing  even  toda)  11 
million      newspaper 


Unloading    Soviet 

York  harbor — V.  S.  capitalists  fear  the 

success  of  the  S  year  plan  an  J  v.ant  to 
ban   these   imports    as   ./  to- 

.i.ie. 


big  w  heel ;  not 
content  with 
ushering     i   n 

such  tasks  and 
objectives 
which   in  a  k  e 

t  h  e    peas  ints' 

heads  r  e  e  1  , 
they  haw  in- 
t r  o  d uced  a 
thing  known 
as  the  workers 
and  peasants'  correspondence.  They  actual- 
ly make  millions  of  workers  and  peasants 
take  pencil  in  hand  and  report  to  their  nu- 
merous papers  about  alleged  shortcomings 
and  abuses.  Imagine  the  toiler  coming  home 
after  a  blistering  daj  in  the  fields  and  be- 
insr  forced  to  sit  down  and  recount  abuses 
instead  of  playing  the  Russian  balalaika. 
But  even  this  is  not  sufficient.  They  have 
invented  a  >weni  known  as  'VI  t  criti- 
cism" which  they  sa\  is  conducive  to  "so- 
cialist competition"  which  in  turn  is  a 
means  of  building  up  the  "piatyletka"  (the 
five  year  plan  )  which,  again,  is  a  big  step 
forward  on  the  way  to  socialization  and 
nationalization  which  .  .  .  nough  to  make 
you  gasp!  Ami  the  Russian  workers  must 
know  all  this  by  heart.  Can  there  be  slav- 
ery more  poisonous  albeit   refined! 

Friends  and  fellow  workers'  The  most 
cruel  facts  of  oppression  are  still  to  be  re- 
lated.    Think  of  those  fellows  planning  to 


Soviet  lumberjacks  ar  leisure — these  workers 
hate  a  7-hour  day  and  are  protected  by  in- 
surance against  unemployment,  illness,  old  age 

daily,  more  than  in  the  U.  S.  A.  Think  of 
whipping   up  the  book  publishing  bus 
so  as  to  have  in  1932-33  an  output  of  690 
million  copies   (in  the   U.S.A.   the  output 
for  1927  was  227  million  copies).  Think 
of    a    billion    copies   of    magazines    to    be 
published    in    1932-33.      Poor    Russians! 
What  a  mental  agony,  what   martyrdom, 
what  pains!  They,  the  dear,  lovely,  vodka 
drinking  and  samovar  draining  simpletons, 
have   to  read  scores  of   millions   of   copies 
of  the  "ABC  of  Communism"  or  "Prob- 
lems    of     Leninism"     of     Lenin's     works 
themselves.      They   are  even   compelled   to 
buy    them    for  their    hard    earned    pennies. 
Imagine  Lenin  being  a  best  seller  for  these 
mam    years.      Imagine    radio   talks   chuck 
full  of  economics.     Imagine  a   Red   Arm) 
with  libraries  containing  9,500,000  copies 
of    books.       Imagine    clubs   and    clubs    aiu\ 
clubs  Lading  the  plain  man  with  hook  wis- 
dom to  burst.     Imagine  the  Reds  driving 
their   exhausted   slaves   to   sanitariums   con- 
verted from  palaces  and  compelling  them 
to  undergo  treatment  and  get  Well   tor  the 
sake   of    further   labor — and   all    with    no- 
bodj    to   worn    about   things  but   tin-   same 
workers  and  peasants.     L'.m  you  think  ot 
slavery  more  cruel,  more  destructive,  more 
menacing  to  the  entire  fabric  of  civiliza- 
tion? 
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Below  :  Children  t»  a   tummet  M 

coil.'  learn  about  farming. 


DEFEAT  IMPERI 


Soldiers    of    British    imperialist    army    shoot 

Chinese  workers  on  streets  of  Shanghai 
Below:  Flat-bottom  American  gunboats,  es- 
pecially built  for  use  in  shallow  Yangtze 
river — 4-4  of  these  as  well  as  British,  Japa- 
nese, French  and  Italian  warships  and  mili- 
tary forces  are  concentrated  at  Hankow  to 
crush  the  Chinese  Revolution. 


the     Soviet    pow- 
forces     of     the 


'VER  since  th 
Russian  Revo- 
lution and  the  es- 
tablishment of  So- 
viet Power  in  Rus- 
■  sia,  the  history  of 
the  world  has  been 
a  history  of  the 
class  struggle  between 
er,  the  revolutionary 
the  workers  and  oppressed  peoples' on  the 
one  hand,  and  imperialism,  the  reactionary 
forces  of  the  capitalists  and  landlords,  on 
the  other  hand. 

In  the  world  wide  battle  front  of  this 
struggle,  the  Chinese  Revolution  is  of  col- 
ossal significance  and  is  assuming  greater 
and  greater  importance  as  the  struggle  for 
Soviet  power,  the  political  power  of  the 
workers  and  peasants,  progresses  with  as- 
tonishing  rapidity  and  great  success. 

'Jin  slogan  of  Soviets  was  raised  in  Chi- 
na in  December,  1927,  during  the  Canton 
uprising  when  the  proletariat  of  Canton 
raised  the  nil  flag,  seized  political  power 
and  established  a  Soviet  Government  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Far 
lit.  Mn  government  lasted  only  three 
days  before  il  was  drowned  in  blood  by 
the  Kuomintang  militarists  with  the  active 


assistance  of  imperialist  warships  anchored 
near  Canton,  but  the  slogan  of  Soviets 
remained  as  the  rallying  watchword  of 
millions  of  fighting  workers  and  peasants 
in  China. 

The  Kuomintang  at  Nanking,  under  the 
leadership  of  Chiang  Kai-shek,  and  backed 
by  American  imperialism,  temporarily  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  about  a  set  back  in  the 
revolution  by  the  most  brutal  terrorist 
methods,  but  it  was  soon  consumed  by  the 
hell  fire  of  its  own  contradictions.  The 
so-called  "unification  of  China"  by  Chiang 
Kai-shek  turned  out  to  be  a  farce,  and  suc- 
cessive militarist  wars  between  the  differ- 
ent factions  of  the  Kuomintang  signified 
the  complete  inability  of  the  Chinese  bour- 
geoisie to  stabilize  China  and  the 
final  disintegration  of  the  Kuomintang. 

With  the  forces  of  reaction  largely 
broken  down  by  the  sheer  weight  of  its 
inherent  antagonisms,  the  struggle  of  the 


workers  and  peasants  developed  with  com- 
paratively little  resistance.  Now,  while  the 
struggles  of  the  workers  in  the  big  cities 
are  assuming  an  increasingly  offensive 
character,  the  agrarian  revolution  has 
reached  surprisingly  large  proportions. 
Soviet  governments  are  organized  in  a 
great  many  localities  and,  according  to  a 
careful  estimate  made  recently  by  the 
Daily  Worker  (New  York),  the  total 
area  controlled  by  the  various  local  gm  - 
crnments  amounts  to  about  1  7  1 ,000  square 
miles,  which  is  four  times  the  size  of  the 
state  of  New  York.  Approximate!)  60,- 
000,000  people  are  living  under  Soviet 
Rule  in  China.  Thus,  Soviet  power  is  no 
longer  confined  within  the  boundaries  oJ 
the  Soviet  Union.  It  has  already  been  ex- 
tended to  South  China. 

The  spread  of  the  Soviet  movement  in 
China,  which  had  already  become  a  m.ijoi 
power  in  Chinese  politics  at  the  beginning 
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LISM  IN  CHINA! 


jnpinc; 


ot'  the  year,  gained  in  momentum  par- 
ticularlj    since    the    All-China   Soviet 
Congress  in  Ma)  which  further  clar- 
ified  the  political   perspectives  and 
coordinated     the     various    armed 
forces  of  the  workers  and  peas- 
ants    for    a     concerted     drive 
against  the  blood)      Kuomin- 
tang   regime  of  exploitation 
and  white  terror.     Within 
two  months  after  the  So- 
viet Congress,   the   Real 
forces  took  Changsha, 
the  capital  of  Hunan 
province  and  a  cen- 
ter of  the  silk  in- 
dustry      with      a 
population       ot 
hal  t'  a  million. 


A   Soviet   government    tor  all    tin-   S 
Arias  was  reported  to  have  been  formed, 
and  l.i  Li-San,  a  veteran  leader  in  thi 
olutionarv   trade   union   movement  and  tile- 
Chinese    Communist    Party,    was   reported 

to   have    been    elected    president    of    the    new 

i  nment. 

Changsha  «.^  subsequent!)  retaken  by 
the  Kuomintang  tones  under  the  cover 
of  bombardment  of  British  and  American 
gunboats,  hut  this  temporal-)  loss  hi-  not 
l  d  to  an)  significant  extent  tin  for- 
ward   offensive   march   of   the   revolution. 

The  spread  of  Communist  influence  in 
north  China,  and  the  onslaught  ot  red 
forces  from  all  directions  on  Hankow,  the 
second  largest  industrial  cit)  in  China  and 
oik  e  the  seat  ot  a  revolutionar)  govern- 
ment in  1927,  and  tin  successive  mutiny 
of  troops  garrisoning  tin   city,  all  indi 

the    forward    sweep   ot    the    Red    tori's. 

The  fall  of  Changsha  and  the  precari- 
ous situation  of  Hankow  aroused 
alarm  in  the  camp  ot  the  imperialists  who 
immediately  embarked  upon  a  plan  ot  ex- 
tensive military  intervention  in  China.  Of 
course,  imperialist  intervention  in  China  is 
an  everyday  affair.  The  imperialists  have 
always  been  interfering  in  the  internal  af- 
fairs of  China.  Hut  this  intervention  un- 
der "normal"  conditions  is  immediately 
transformed  info  a  "state  of   war,"  as  soon 


)  our, 

as  an   emergenc)    occurs.    This 
is  exactly  what  is  happening 
China   now. 

Imperialism  is  doomed  to 
fail  if  class-conscious  workers 
throughout  the  world  will  in- 
tensity their  strugg  inst 
their  exploiters,  and  launch  a 
world-wide  drive  against  im- 
perialist intervention  and  for 
the  defense.-  of  the  Chil 
Soviet   Revolution' 


A  Maj   l)<:\  demonstration  in  Shanghai  ./  fevi  years  ago.  In  the  face  oi  counter-revolutionary 

terror  the   militant   Chinese  workers   held   ./   successful    Maj    /'.••.    demonstration   this 
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In  Milwaukee's  Socialist  Jails 


By  Julia  Schulner 

THE  workers  of  Milwaukee  have 
been  treated  to  a  taste  of  terror  by 
a  "Socialist"  government,  in  the  best  Zoer- 
giebel  manner.  In  their  role  of  agents  of 
capitalism  among  the  workers,  these  social 
fascists  have  carried  on  a  reign  of  terror 
against  the  workers  which  compares  favor- 
ably to  the  murderous  brutality  of  the 
Tammany  police  and  the  vicious  thugs  of 
the  open  shop  fruit  growers  in  the  Im- 
perial Valley. 

In  the  House  of  Correction  in  Mil- 
waukee, eight  workers  are  serving  sen- 
tences of  from  three  months  to  one  year: 
Fred  Bassett,  1  year;  Max  Kagan,  6 
months;  Leo  Fisher,  6  months;  John  Per- 
lich,  6  months;  John  Hilty,  Wm.  F'elix, 
Oscar  Bobby,  Joe  Carl,  and  Sonia 
Mason,  3  months.  These  workers  re- 
ceived jail  sentences  because  they  organ- 
ized and  led  25,000  workers  on  March 
6  in  a  big  unemployment  demonstration. 
The  demonstration  was  brutally  attacked 
by    the   police,   who   arrested    67    workers. 

At  the  trial,  thirty-seven  workers|  re- 
ceived sentences  ranging  from  one  to 
six  months.  The  International  Labor 
Defense  demanded  a  jury  trial.  In 
the  meantime  the  capitalist  press  of  Mil- 
waukee, including  the  yellow  "socialist" 
Milwaukee  Leader,  began  to  whoop  up 
a  war  spirit  against  the  Communists  in  an 
endeavor  to  create  the  proper  atmosphere 
for  railroading  these  workers.  They 
published  confessions  by  stool-pigeons  to 
the  effect  that  the  Communist  Party  was 
receiving  $12,000,000  from  the  Soviet 
Union  for  propaganda  in  the  United 
States.  They  played  up  various  details  of 
the  demonstration  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
create  the  impression  that  the  Communists 
went  around  wildly  attacking  everybody, 
and  finally  attacked  the  police,  whose  only 
concern  was  to  promote  peace  and  prevent 
disturbances.  The  press  had  the  workers 
convicted  and  sentenced  before  the  appeal 
was  heard. 

After  considerable  delay,  the  second 
trial  finally  opened  May  5th  in  this  atmos- 
phere. The  prosecution  was  well  pre- 
pared. Seventy-two  police  officers,  includ- 
ing the  chief  of  police,  detectives  and  stool 
pigeons  of  the  police,  were  called  by  the 
state. 

All  gave  the  same  lying  testimony.  The 
prosecuting  attorneys  foamed  at  the 
mouth  in  a  desperate  attempt  to  show  the 
menace  of  Communism  to  the  peaceful 
community  of  Milwaukee,  which  had  no 
"riots"  for  the  last  30  years  before  the 
Communists   came.      "The  police  depart- 


ment, tile  city  government,  our 
national  institutions,  the  whole 
system  is  on  trial,"  was  the 
plea  of  the  social  fascist  hench- 
men and  an  acquittal  of  the 
Communists  would  mean  a  con- 
demnation of  the  police  depart- 
ment and  of  "our"  system  of 
government  in  favor  of  anar- 
chy  and  disorder.  Thev  ap- 
pealed strongly  to  patriotism, 
religion,  progressivism,  democ- 
racy and  even  socialism,  in  or- 
der to  send  "this  motley  crowd, 
these  maggots,  these  worse  than 
animals"  —  these  unemployed 
workers  who  don't  believe  in 
god,  to  jail,  and  "give  them  the 
maximum  sentence."  "Think," 
said  the  district  attorney, 
"What  will  become  of  us  if 
this  motley  crowd  ever  gets  in- 
to power.  They'll  turn  the 
government  upside  down  and 
they'll  have  no  mercy  on  us." 

For  three  days,  all  the  skill 
of  the  district  attorney  and  his 
assistant  was  used  to  create  an 
atmosphere    of    hatred    against 


Plain  clothes 
man  tears 
down  slogan 
and  posters  ill 
C  o  m  muni st 
Party  head- 
quarters 
in  Milwaukee 
before  unem- 
ployment dem- 
onstration 


')■*  » 


1  /        aukee   militants   arrested   prior   to    the    May 
Day  demonstrations. 

the  defendants.  When  the  defendants 
took  the  stand,  they  effectively  demolished 
the  King  testimon)  of  the  police  and  stool- 
pigeons  :mi\  completely  upset  the  whole 
plan  of  the  district  attorney.  These  ac- 
cused   workers    took   an    aggressive    stand 
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After  the  police  of  the  Milwaukee  "socialist'' 
government  had  raided  Communist  headquarters. 

and  exposed  the  so-called  progressive  gov- 
ernment of  Milwaukee,  together  with  the 
socialists,  the  courts  and  the  police,  as  tools 
of  International  Harvester  and  other 
trusts,  in  suppressing  and  persecuting  the 
workers.  The  class  issues  in  the  case  were 
brought  out  forcefully.  The  brutal  attack 
ot  the  police  on  the  unemployed  workers 
was  shown  up  as  a  prearranged  plan  of  the 
bosses  to  suppress  the  workers  and  their 
leader — The  Communist  Party. 

The  International  Labor  Defense  is 
carrying  on  an  intensive  campaign  for  the 
unconditional  release  of  the  9  workers  now 
serving  in  Milwaukee  County's  bastille. 
Signatures  are  pouring  in  daily,  demanding 
their  release.  The  fight  for  the  release  of 
these  workers  will  he  carried  on  during  the 
coming  election  campaign.  Fred  Bassett, 
who  is  now  serving  one  year — the  maxi- 
mum penalty  for  the  right  of  workers  t,. 
self-defense — is  the  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor for  the  Communist  Party.  He  will 
expose  the  threatening  role  ot  the  Social 
Fascists  against  the  working  class,  evttl 
though  he  is  behind  prison  bars. 

Workers  everywhere  must  rally  to  the 
campaign  of  the  I.L.D.  for  the  release 
of  our  March  6th  fighters  and  a  storm  of 
protest  must  be  raised  demanding  their 
freedom. 


New  York  workers  demonstrate  in  protrsi  against 

American  imperialist  rult    m  Cuba  and  a 

th,-  deportation  of  seven  (.'.ulnn:  by  the 

1 1  i  ImJ'j     go  ■ 

the  ship  taking  ih?u-  workers 
to  Spain  stopped  in  N>  u  York 
harbor. 


By   Charles   Alexander 

A.M()NG  tlic  colonies  of  American 
imperialism  in  the  Caribbean  where 
the  workers  arc  subjected  to  the 
most  ruthless  terror  and  oppression,  Cuba 
looms  most  outstanding.  With  an  indus- 
try mainly  sugar  producing,  with  thou- 
sands of  workers,  not  only  native  Cubans, 
but  a  large  percentage  composed  of  Negro 
workers  from  the  West  Indian  Islands,  the 
working  class  of  Cuba  is  met  with  savage 
repression  and  outright  murder  by  M:i- 
chado  and  his  henchmen,  servile  agents  of 
American  imperialism,  when  they  show 
their  determination  to  organize,  unite  and 
fight  for  improved  conditions. 

From  nearly  all  the  West  Indian  Is- 
lands, Negro  workers  emigrate  to  Cuba. 
The  majority  of  them  come  from  Jamai- 
ca, from  which  island  main  of  them  fled 
with  the  hope  of  escaping  the  cruel  op- 
pression of  British  imperialism.  How  often 
their  hopes  are  dashed  to  pieces  when  they 
realize  that  American  imperialism  is  equal- 
ly  oppressive   and   tyrannical   as   British. 

The  great  bulk  of  Negro  workers  of 
Cuba  is  employed  on  the  sugar  plantations. 
There,  under  the  broiling  sun,  at  times 
many  of  them  dropping  from  sheer  ex- 
haustion, they  toil  from  sunrise  to  sun- 
down at  wages  of  fort)  cents  for  every 
one  hundred  pounds  of  cane  cut.  Work- 
<  rs  live  in  miserable  hovels  on  these  plan- 
tations. Main  are  the  victims  who  have 
fallen  prej  to  disease  while  making 
profits  for  the  imperialist  oppressors,  and 
their  bloody  agents  of  the  Machado 
regime. 


Lured  In  tin  lying  propaganda  ot  the 
plantation  owners  of  Cuba,  Negro  work- 
ers   come    from    Barbadoes,    St.    Vincent, 

Trinidad,  St.  Lucia,  Grenada,  ami  other 
West  Indian  Islands.  Cuba  is  not  the 
only  colon)  of  American  imperialism  in 
the  Caribbean  where  the  Negro  workers 
find  a  life  of  hell.  In  Panama  the  oppres- 
sion and  persecution  is  intense;  in  Colom- 
bia, under  the  domination  of  the  United 
Fruit  Company,  they  live  a  life  of  misery 


and    torture;    while    in    Honduras,    Guate- 
mala,     and      San      Salvador,      a      \ 
situation  exists.  In  Haiti,  when   thi    Amer- 
ican imperialists  havi    replaced  Borno  with 
an  equal  l\    -t  n  ile  tool,   I  Roj ,  the 

blood)    m  t    hundreds   ot    Haitian 

workers  ami   peasants   last    \>  r   are 

still   fresh  in  the  minds  of  tin    worki 

zuela,  under  tin  ruthless  oppression  of 
the  Gome;  -t    twent) 

years,  and  in  the  islands  under  British  rule, 
a  savage  reign  oi  terror  exists.  The  island 
ol  1  rinidad  where  the  N 
brutally  exploited  was  declared  under  mar- 
tial law  in  1914  during  a  stnk'  of  long- 
shoremen and  remained  so  tor  a  consid- 
erable   period. 

insi  this  cruel  i  ippi  i  >ion  of  imperi- 
alism in  the  Cat  o  workers 
must  join  in  solidarit)  with  the  white  work- 
ers and  earn  on  a  united  51  The 
initiation  of  the  workers  to  organize 
is  met  with  vicious  repression  from  the 
imperialists  and  man]  revolutionary  trade 
union  leaders  have  been  murdered  by  the 
oppressors.  In  1925,  Henrj  Varona,  out- 
standing revolutionary  trade  union  leader, 
was  murdered  by  the  Machado  govern- 
ment. In  1929,  Julio  Antonio  Mella  met 
tin  same  fate  in  Mexico  at  the  hands  of 
the  same   butchers.      Sandalio    [unco,  one 

of  the  ablest  Negro  trade  union  leaders, 
was  deported  to  Mexico  by  the  Machado 
government,  while  hundreds  of  other 
workers  have  been  arrested,  thrown  into 
jails,  many  of  them  suddenly  disappear- 
ing— murdered.  Seven  workers  have  just 
been  deported  to  Spain  for  their  militant 
activities. 

Defending  the  workers  in  their  si 
gles,  fighting  against  all  persecution  and 
terror,  ami  tor  tin  unit)  of  Negro  and 
white  workers  in  the  Caribbean,  the  Car- 
ibbean Secretariat,  full)  assisted  by  the 
I nii  i  national  Labor  Defense,  stands 
most.  The  International  Labor  Defense 
calls  upon  the  workers  of  the  United 
States  to  support  the  workers  in  the  Carib- 
bean in  their  struggles  against  imperialist 
terror  and  persecution. 


feasants  on  the  banana   plantations  in  Jamaict 

work-   ten   hours  •>  day  <».'..''   n\  • .  if   51 
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Britain's  Front  in  Greece 


By  H.  Phillips 

THE  victims  of  terror  are  growing 
day  by  day  by  hundreds  of  the 
best  proletarian  fighters,  particularly  in 
Greece.  The  Venizelos  government,  this 
tool  of  British  imperialism  is  using  the 
most  terrific  methods  of  torture  against 
the  leaders  of  the  workers.  Exiles  and 
others  forms  of  banishment  are  the  order 
of  the  day.  Suppression  of  mass  organiza- 
tions of  the  Greek  workers  are  going  on 
daily. 

Just  a  few  months  ago  the  government 
ordered  the  dissolution  of  the  "Unitary 
Confederation  of  Labor"  and  we  are  wit- 
nessing again  a  new  order  to  disband  the 
Greek  Workers'  Aid  Section  of  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense  on  the  ground  that 
it  has  given  aid  to  the  striking  students  of 
Athens  University.  Under  the  famous  ex- 
ceptional law  "for  the  preservation  of  the 
state"  the  entire  working  class  of  Greece 
is  persecuted  and  its  leaders  are  being  sent 
to  various  civil  and  military  prisons.  Over 
two  thousand  are  now  in  jail  and  in  exile. 

The  prisoners  are  subjected  to  the  most 
horrible  and  indescribable  treatment  un- 
heard of  in  modern  times.  Even  the 
bloody  rule  of  the  crowned  hyena  of  Serbia 
or  the  blood-thirsty  Tsangoff  of  Bulgaria 
cannot  be  compared.  The  other  day,  two 
women  comrades,  Kalliopi  Svetzou  and 
Avra  Vlassi  fell  in  the  hands  of  the  police 
and  were  forced  to  take  off  their  clothes 
and  parade  before  the  police  giving  an  il- 
lustration to  what  extent  the  white  terror 
has  developed  in  this  small  colony  of  Brit- 
ish imperialism. 


An  incomplete  figure  shows  the  degree 
of  the  terror.  From  August  1st,  1930  to 
November  1st  of  the  same  year,  there  were 
858  arrests  for  working  class  activities,  366 
jailings,  244  convictions  to  the  total  sum 
of  1 1 7  years  in  prison,  68  exiles,  88  were 
sent  to  military  prisons,  41  raids  and  con- 
fiscations of  archives  of  labor  organiza- 
tions and  14  confiscations  of  working  class 
paper.  The  wave  of  actual  terrorism  has 
developed  even  more  sharply  in  the  last 
five  months  and  we  are  unable  to  obtain 
correct  data  of  the  victims. 

The  disintegration  of  the  bourgeois 
state  in  Greece  is  manifesting  itself  in  the 
steady  awakening  of  the  masses  and  the 
refusal  of  the  army  and  navy  to  attack 
the  workers.  Hundreds  of  sailors  and  sol- 
diers are  lying  in  military  prisons  for  their 
solidarity  with  the  striking  tobacco  workers 
in  Kavalla  and  Drama.  Lately,  a  wide- 
spread refusal  of  the  peasants  to  pay  the 
heavy  taxes  to  the  government  has  resulted 
in  many  instances  in  an  armed  resistance 
of  the  peasants  against  the  government  as 
was  the  case  with  the  peasants  of  the  island 
Crete  and  in  Kilkis,  Macedonia  and  in 
other  places.  Government  employes  in 
Athens  and  Piraeus  are  on  the  verge  of 
a  strike  to  demand  an  increase  in  wages. 

The  government  in  its  effort  to  check 
this  wave  of  revolt  is  resorting  to  more 
drastic  measures,  jailing  and  persecuting 
the  leaders  of  these  movements.  One  of 
the  recent  methods  of  torture  adopted  is 
the  so-called  "phalanx."  When  a  leader 
of  the  workers  is  arrested  they  tie  his  feet 


with  the  belt  of  a   rifle  and  turn  the  rifleh 


Greek    class   war   prisoners  at    Athens   fraternize 
with  soldiers. 

around  like  a  tourniquet  until  the  pressure 
forces  the  belt  in  to  the  flesh  while  at  the 
same  time  they  whip  him  up  under  the  in- 
step until  the  prisoner  becomes  unconscious. 
What  is  clear  to  us  is  the  fact  that  our 
comrades  in  Greece,  the  best  of  them,  the 
most  devoted  to  the  cause,  the  most  militant 
are  lying  in  the  various  prisons  with  their 
days  growing  shorter  unable  to  stand  the 
tyranny  of  the  Venizelos  government. 
Knowing  these  facts  it  is  our  duty  to  rally 
to  the  aid  of  our  comrades  in  Greece  IN- 
TERNATIONALLY and  to  help  them 
defeat  the  murderous  policy  of  the  Greek 


oureeoisie. 


Communists  demonstrate  in  Athens  against  tin-  signing  o)  a  treaty  with  Turkey  which  deprived  thousands  ol   Greet  refugees  of  their  possessions.   The 

police  hrolrc  up  the  demonstration  and  arrested  a  number  of  workers. 
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1     ^  A 


Welfare"  Island,  iaher, 
Isolated  r'i 


Robert  Minor,  jobless  leader,  vias  confined   in   the  hospital  anJ  later 
another  prison  as  a  retaliation  ag  \inst  tfu   I.L.D.  expose 


A  PRISONER   EXPOSES  "HELFARE" 
ISLAND 

Capitalist  prisons  arc  hell-holes  and  dungeons 
at  best,  but  so  great  is  the  intimidation  of  pris- 
oners and  so  silent  is  the  capitalist  press  that  only 
when  a  holocaust  like  the  Columbus  fire  or 
when  a  turmoil  like  the  recent  prison  rebellions 
occurs,  does  any  news  leak  out.  Harry  Rup- 
precht,  a  discharged  prisoner  from  Welfare 
Island,  the  capitalist  dungeon  of  New  York  City, 
recently  told  some  of  the  facts  about  prison  con- 
ditions which  are  usually  carefully  concealed.  In 
an  affidavit  presented  to  the  International  Labor 
Defense,  Rupprecht  revealed  that  prisoners  in  this 
hell  hole  get  no  bedding  and  no  soap  to  which 
they  are  entitled,  but  which  is  denied  them  In 
the  graft  ridden  officials.  Prisoners  use  the  same 
slop  pail  which  they  must  dump  everj  morning, 
and  a  common  rusted  drinking  cup.  Disinfectant 
in  the  bunks  is  used  only  once  every  two  weeks 
making  the  stench  in  the  hunks  unbearable.  No 
dean  underwear  is  provided  and  a  prisoner  must 
buy  and  pay   lor  the   necessities  such  as  soap. 

()n  the  other  hand  Tammany  politicians  serv- 
ing tine  tor  graft  are  given  "silk  glove"  treat- 
ment,   allowed     to     have     thi'     best     of     llle.il   ,     not 

forced  to  wear  prison  clothes  and  are  waited  on 

1>V  other  convicts,  .ill  of  which  is  heavily  paid 
for  and  accepted  by  tin-  corrupt  jail  adminis- 
trators and  tie-  I  .iiiiin.  111%  influence  behind  them. 
Narcotics  are  peddled  for  which  rich  grafl  goet 
into  the  pockets  ot   tin-  politician  jailers. 

Rupprecht,  who  seised  a  term  for  bigamy,  is 
not  .i  militant  worker,  but  believes  that  tie  vici 
ous  condition!  "t  the  prisoner:  must  be  brought 
lit.  The  International  Labor  Defense  wel- 
com  l  I  ments  of  prisoners  which  will  ex- 
pose the  \ lis  uption,  graft  and  miserable 

conditions  confronting   the   worker  prisoners. 


San  Quentin. 

Comrades: 

Greetings  from  the  San  Quentin  four!  We 
are  each  in  good  health,  high  spirits  and  pos- 
sessed of  a  determination  to  make  the  most  of 
our  enforced  "vacation."  We  are  anxious  to 
devote  every  moment  to  study,  and  are  outlining 
a  systematic  course  of  reading.  It  is  obvious 
that  books  are  necessary  tor  this  program.  Books 
can  be  received  only  when  sent  direct  from  the 
publishers. 

I  also  request  you  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
Workers  School  and  have  them  send  outlin 

the    word    that    letters    are    very 


study.       Spread 
welcome. 


Just    a    few    lines 
received    the    checks 

is  v  ei  v  hard  to  be  t 
Warren's  mother. 


t  oinr.idely   yours, 

L.  Emery, 

■ 

to  let  you   know    that   1   just 
Thank   you   foi    same.     It 

Id  and   have  no  money.   I  rom 

Mis.    Anna    Billings. 


Dear  Comrades 

Received   check   of    tS    and   the   letter.      lie 

value  of  news  of  the  c  la-s  struggle  to  us  here 
can  hardly  be  appreciated.  We  have  had  numer- 
ous visions  and  more  letters  than  I  can  hope 
to  answer.  Even  though  it  wen  otherwise,  we 
know    we    in     no!    forgotten.      We    know    that 

the    working    class    will    be    victorious. 

\\  nh   comrade!)    greetings, 

Erickson. 

■ 
Comrades 

Received  last  nighl  the  iS  relief  tor  class  war 

prisoners   tor   which    we   wish   to  thank  those   who 
make    tins,,    contributions    possible-. 
Yours  tor   ours, 

().   C.    Bland,   Bert    Bland 

189 


prisoners    on    Welfare    1 
'rom  whiles  v>/u 

Comrades: 

Received   your  check  the  othi  I 
c  i. iti    it  very   much.       I  hank 
Labor  Defense,  tin  on  j  i.t  the 

capitalist    Courts   and    their    dirtv     trame-i. 

I   am  only  doing  thi  Inn   1  d 

do    anything    to    get    tl 

sav     the    -ame    thing,  VKit    that 

will   not   stop   the    work   rs        \- 
COnSCioUS     work'  r-     .  .nit  in. 
on    of   the-   bosses   and 
against  it,  thi  n    n  ill 
drawing    nearer    to    thai    final 
bring   a    highi  r   stand  I 
' 

rection. 


Carry  Out  the  Pittsburgh  Resolution! 
Build  the  International  Labor  Defense! 


The  National  Executive  Committee,  after 
receiving  the  report  of  J.  Louis  Engdahl,  Gen- 
eral Secretary,  on  his  tour  {July  27 — August 
5)  including  the  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland,  Buffalo, 
Detroit,  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  and  Minneapo- 
lis Districts  adopted  the  following  declaration: 

THE  growing  unemployment  continues  to 
arouse  and  sharpen  the  discontent  of  the 
impoverished  masses.  The  resulting  protest 
meets  more  and  more  ruling  class  terror.  It 
takes  the  form  of  attacks  by  the  police,  lynch- 
ings,  injunctions,  deportations,  mob  attacks  and 
the  creation  of  new  extra-legal  organizations, 
such  as  the  American  Fascist  Association  and 
Order  of   Black   Shirts. 

In  this  period  of  intensified  war  preparations, 
the  malicious  activities  of  the  so-called  Fish 
committee,  an  official  instrument  of  the  United 
States  government,  direct  a  new  barrage  against 
militant  workers.  It  advocates  the  suppression 
of  all  working  class  activities  through  the  or- 
ganization of  special  anti-labor  police,  more 
stringent  deportation  and  other  laws  against  the 
foreign-born.  These  sinister  activities  are 
all  an  important  part  of  the  imperial- 
ist war  plans.  Since  the  beginning  of  the 
year  there  have  been  thousands  of  arrests,  the 
taking  of  "war  prisoners"  in  the  period  of 
developing  war  readiness,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  prisoners  of  the  last  war  (Mooney  and 
Billings,  the  Centralia  victims)  still  remain  be- 
hind  prison  bars. 

This  whole  situation  calls  for  the  most  ener- 
getic work  on  the  part  of  our  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense  on  the  basis  of 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  our  Fourth  Nation- 
al Convention  (Pittsburgh,  Dec.  29-31,  1929). 
It  is  not  sufficient  merely  to  defend  workers  per- 
secuted under  the  yoke  of  the  reigning  capitalist 
tyranny.  We  must  be  prepared  in  advance  foi 
the  developing  struggles  that  loom  immediately 
ahead,   especially   in    the   great   industries. 

There  has  been  practically  no  advance  made 
in  the  effort  to  root  our  organization  in  the 
workshops  of  the  nation.  This  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  outstanding  defense  struggles  of  the 
past  period  have  taken  place  in  important  in- 
dustries, (Gastonia,  Atlanta,  and  New  Bvedforcl 
cases,  textiles;  Accorsi  and  Ohio  sedition  cases, 
coal  mining;  Bethlehem  sedition  case,  steel; 
Beal  Sedition  Case,  Pontiac,  Michigan,  Flint 
strike  case,  automobile;  Imperial  Valley,  Cali- 
fornia agrarian  workers;  Shifrin,  Mineola, 
New  York,  and  Doherty,  Boston  Cases,  cloth- 
ing industry;  outstanding  persecutions  of  un- 
employed workers  New  York  and  Milwaukee). 
Exactly  in  all  of  these  industries,  and  in  the 
industrial  unions  seeking  to  organize  the  work- 
ers in  these  industries,  have  the  defense  struggles 
hern  the  weakest.  This  is  the  worst  possible  in- 
dictment of  the  wrong  organizational  basis  of 
the  ILD,  that  is  still  to  be  found  in  foreign- 
language  branches  that  have  not  yet  learned  to 
function  through  the  City  Committees  and 
through     the     various     district      organizations. 

WORK  AMONG  NEGROES  —  This  task 
develops  slowlj  although  some  progress  is  being 
madi  Committees  for  work  among  Negroes 
arc  nol   functioning  in  mosi  districts.     This  ac- 


tivity gets  little  attention  in  the  branches. 
The  July  meeting  of  the  Chicago  City  Central 
Committee  of  the  ILD,  with  411  delegates  pre- 
sent, did  not  include  a  single  Negro  delegate. 
Work  among  Negroes  is  especially  weak  in  the 
Cleveland  and  Pittsburgh  districts.  The  New 
York  District  in  spite  of  special  opportunities, 
is  lagging  badly.  All  this  results  in  a  weak- 
ening of  International  Labor  Defense  activities 
to  combat  lynching,  race  discrimination  and  all 
forms  of  Jim  Crowism. 

WORK  AMONG  THE  YOUTH— Although 

the  National  Office  has  maintained  a  national 
youth  organizer,  giving  direction  to  youth  work 
in  the  districts,  practically  nothing  is  being 
done  to  enlist  youth  workers  in  our  organiza- 
tion. This  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  some  of 
the  major  persecutions  are   of  youth  workers. 

Failure  to  build  the  ILD  in  the  workshops, 
failure  to  consolidate  foreign-language  branches 
in  international  branches,  isolates  the  ILD  from 
Negro  and  youth  workers  who  cannot  be  drawn 
into  branches  where  some  foreign  language 
they  do  not  understand  is  used  instead  of  the 
English  language. 

WORK  AMONG  FARMERS— In  spite  of 
the  agrarian  crisis  little  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  work  among  the  farmers.  It  is  espe- 
cially necessary  that  this  work  be  developed 
in  the  South. 

INTERNATIONALIZATION— There  is  a 
complete  lack  of  an  international  outlook  in 
■practically  every  district,  except  where  some 
foreign-language  group  becomes  interested  in 
conditions  in  its  own  foreign  country.  While 
foreign-language  groups  (Yugo-Slav,  Polish, 
Roumanian,  Finnish,  Hungarian,  Greek,  etc., 
etc.)  must  be  aroused  to  struggle  against  the 
fascist  terror  in  the  country  of  their  origin, 
nevertheless,  internationalization  of  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense  means  the  rousing  of 
the  whole  organization  in  support  of  the  op- 
pressed masses,  especially  in  aid  of  the  rising 
revolutionary  struggles  in  the  colonial  (and 
semi-colonial  countries  (Latin  America,  China, 
India,  Indonesia,  Korea,  Indo-China)  and  the 
colonies  of  American  imperialism,  the  Philip- 
pines, Cuba,  Virgin  Islands,  Hawaiian  Islands, 
Porto  Rico).  The  fact  that  appeals  for  finan- 
cial aid  for  these  countries  as  a  rule  remain 
unanswered  must  be  noted  and  severely  criticized. 
FOR  A  CENTRALIZED  AND  DISCI- 
PLINED ILD — The  decisions  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Convention,  giving  greater  powers  to  the  dis- 
tricts in  the  eflort  to  develop  their  initiative 
and  better  organizational  functioning,  has  been 
wrongly  interpreted  in  some  sections.  Instead 
of  leading  to  democratic  centralization,  actu- 
ally in  some  districts  there  has  been  a  definite 
trend  toward  decentralization,  development  of 
"district  autonomy"  that  ignores  decisions  from 
ili-  c  niter,  fails  to  give  the  cooperation  neces- 
sarry  for  the  proper  functioning  of  the  organi- 
zation, and  in  some  cases  actually  resists  the 
plans  and  programs  of  work  decided  on  na- 
tionally.  This  must  lie  remedied. 

INCREASE  THE  MEMBERSHIP— Persist- 
ent day-to-day  work  in  building  the  member- 
ship is  lacking.  Even  spcci.il  campaigns,  like 
ili      May    I  St- June    28    Membership    Drive,    was 
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not  carried  through  with  any  degree  of  energy 
or  success.  This  grows  out  of  the  failure  to 
realize  the  necessity  of  building  the  organiza- 
tion both  in  the  day-to-day  work  and  through 
special  campaigns.  This  leads  to  disastrous 
minimizing  of  all  organizational  activities.  In 
some  districts  insufficient  supplies  of  due  stamps 
are  kept,  while  in  others,  there  are  none  at  all 
on  hand.  There  is  not  enough  attention  given 
to  keeping  members  in  good  standing,  and  ac- 
tivizing  them  in  the  day-to-day  work.  New 
applicants  are  not  assigned  to  branches  as  in 
New  York  where  about  500  applicants  were 
waiting  to  be  assigned  for  several  months. 

PRISONERS'  PLEDGE  FUND— The  district 
organizations  give  almost  no  attention  to  the 
building  of  the  prisoners'  pledge  fund,  leaving 
this  activity  almost  entirely  to  the  National 
Organization.  The  result  is  that  most  branches 
still  fail  to  participate  in  this  activity  locally 
without  knowledge  of  the  National  Office. 
Every  district  organization  must  canvas  every 
branch  in  its  territory  and  see  that  every  branch 
provides  for  contributing  monthly  to  the  Fund 
for  the  Relief  of  Prisoners  and  their  Depend- 
ants. This  must  be  carried  out  within  the 
next  thirty  days  in  cooperation  with  the  Na- 
tional  Office. 

THE  LABOR  DEFENDER— The  ILD,  as 
an  organization,  is  not  yet  fully  mobilized  in 
support  of  its  central  organ,  the  Labor  De- 
fender, which  presents  great  possibilities  as  a 
propagandist  and  organizational  medium.  The 
whole  membership  must  make  itself  responsible 
for  spreading  the  Labor  Defender  through 
getting  individual  subscriptions,  placing  it  on 
the  newsstands  and  through  the  sale  of  bundle 
orders.  Every  branch,  every  city  Central  Commit- 
tee, every  District  Organization  must  have  a 
functioning  Labor  Defender  agent  or  Labor  De- 
fender Committee. 

The  National  Office  must  immediately  begin  to 
intensify  its  education  and  propaganda,  as  well 
as  organization  activities.  More  detailed  atten- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  carrying  through 
of  campaigns  and  there  must  be  more  careful 
and  persistent  work  in  organizing  defense  plans 
in  various  cases  in  order  to  bring  out  the 
greatest  possible  initiative  and  cooperation  of  lo- 
cal and  district  organizations.  The  immediate 
tasks   are   the   following: 

First:  The  September-November  Drive  for 
Class  War  Prisoners'  Defense  and  Liberation; 
fighting  for  the  Atlanta,  Unemployed  Delega- 
tion, Gastonia,  Imperial  Valley  and  all  other 
prisoners. 

Second:  Fullest  cooperation  with  the  Unem- 
ployed   Demonstrations  on   September   First, 

Third:  Intensive  carrying  through  of  the  Ella 
May  Memorial  and  Defense  Wick,  September 
14-22,  with  memorial  meetings,  Tag  Days  for 
collection  of  funds,  house-to-house  agitation  and 
recruiting,   campaign   against    lynching. 

Fourth:  Energetic  participation  in  the  United 
Front     Election     Campaign     of     the     Communist 

Party.     Election  Day:  Tuesday,   November  4th. 

Filth:  Campaign  for  the  defense  of  the  So- 
viet Union  and  against  imperialist  war  in  con- 
nection with  tin-  Thirteenth  Anniversarj  Cele- 
bration of  the  Union  of  Socialist  Soviet  Re- 
publics,  November   7,    1930. 


At  Last  a  Real  Chance 

FIVE  YEAR  PLAN  TOUR  to  the 
SOVIET  UNION 

Collective  Farms — Tractor  Plants — Red  Army 
Clubs — Textile  Factories — Mines — Red  Uni- 
versities —  Prisons  —  Museums  —  Theatres — 
Clubs    —    Workers'Divellings,  etc. 

20  Days  Tour  in  the  Soviet  Union 

Including  railways,  hotels,  meals, 
visas  (seven  tveeks  from  Nexv  York 
to  Netv  York  in  care  of  the 
WORLD  TOURISTS,  Inc.) 
$347. 
10  Day  Tour — $2  87 


Write,  call,  or  telephone  for  more  information: 

WORLD  TOURISTS,  Inc. 

175  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  Algonquin  6656 

(Tickets  to  all  parts  of  the  World) 

An  Ei-en t  of  a  Lifetime  ! 


International  Labor  Defense 
LITERATURE 

SEDITION!  By  J.  Louis  Encdahl, 

a  -pamphlet  (Second  Edition)    ...  .5  cents 

ORGANIZE  AND  FIGHT  AGAINST 

LYNCHING, 

4-page  illustrated  leaflet,  $6  per  thousand 

Smashing    Chains,    Labor's   Struggles    in 
Pictures.   An    ILD   Illustrated   Album,    10c 

Southern  Cotton  Mills  and  Labor,  by 

M\  i.i   P.u;.  ...    25c 

Tin    ILD  Constitution  and  Organiza- 
tion, a   pamphlet  5c 

DUPLICATE  NUMBERED  RECEIPT 

BOOKS    FOR    I.    L.    D.    BRANCHES 

100   receipts  in  a  book 

Price— $1.2? 

A    series    of    8 

GASTONIA  POSTCARDS 

Phnlos  of  the  historic   dystonia  events  and  trial 
10  cents  a  Set 

Discount  on  Bundle  Orders 

Foster-Minor-Amter-RaymondButtons 
$3.00  per  hundred. 

Get    an 

I.  L.   I).   I  Mill. KM 
25  i 

Special  Discounts  to  All  Districts 
Order  from 

International  Labor  Defense 
80  East  1  lth  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


SUBSCRIBE  to  the 

LABOR  DEFENDER 

Labor's  Militant  Pictorial 

An   Internationa]    Pamphlet   FREE   with  every  yearly  subscription 

THE  STRUGGLE  OF  THE  M  \RINE  WORKERS 

by  N.  Sparks 

Sub-      CHEMICAL  WARFARE— by 
scribe  Donald  L  Cameron 

NOW     MODERN  FARMING:  SOVIET  STYLE— by 

rAwA   1  ,OUISE   Si  KONG 
WAR  IN    1111    FAR  EAST— by  Henri  Hah 
WORK  OR  WAGES— by  Grace  Burnham 

SACCO- V  ANZETTI  LETTERS 

The  letters  of  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  luring  tin-  tori 

New   V  tin  guar, I  Edition 

and 

1  Year  Subscription  to  I    \i;<  >R  DEFEND!  R  $1. 

BOTH  FOR  $1. 


Save  Them  from  the  Electric  Chair! 


Again: 

The  Electric  Chair! 


No  Death  Sentence!    No  Prison  Term  I 


for 

THE  SIX  ATLANTA  VICTIMS  of  boss  class  persecution 
who  are  being  railroaded  to  DEATH  by  the  capitalist  in- 
terests of  the  South  because  they  were  organizing  Negro 
and  white  workers  into  industrial  unions.  THE  RIGHT 
OF  THE  WORKERS  TO  ORGANIZE  IS  AT  STAKE! 


FIGHT    FOR    THE  IMMEDIATE   UNCON- 
DITIONAL RELEASE 

of 

FOSTER,  MINOR,  AMTER,  RAYMOND  who  are  in  jail 
because  they  demanded  "work  or  wages"  for  the  millions 
of  jobless, 

and 

THE  SIX  IMPERIAL  VALLEY  ORGANIZERS  serving 
sentences  of  42  years  for  leading  a  strike  of  agricultural 
workers  in  the  Imperial  Valley.  DEFEND  THE  RIGHT 
OF  THE  WORKERS  TO  STRIKE! 


Support  the  Drive  of  the  INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE  to  Free  Our  Fighters! 


WORKERS  EVERYWHERE!  IN  THE  SHOPS,  MINES,  FACTORIES,  ON  THE  FARMS,  IN  ALL  WORKERS' 

ORGANIZATIONS! 
GIVE  GENEROUSLY  GIVE  QUICKLY 

SWELL  THE  DEFENSE  FUND  WITH  THOUSANDS  OF  DOLLARS! 


ACT  AT  ONCE.    SEND  EVERY  DOLLAR  YOU  CAN.  GET  YOUR  FELLOW  WORKERS  TO  DO  THE  SAME 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

AMOUNT 

Total 

Send  Contributions  to: 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE 
80  E.  11th  St.,  Rm.  430,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Collected  by: 

Name :  City . 

Address State . 


Join  the  INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE 
Read  and  Subscribe  to  the  LABOR  DEFENDER,  Militant  Labor  Monthly  Pictorial,  10c  per  copy 
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THE  MONTH  IN  CARTOONS 


By  Bill  Gropper 


WORKERS 
WILL    UNITE 
TO    STOP 
THE  BURNING 
OF    THE 

ATLANTA 
6 


THE   Sf PTfMBFR  -  HOVF/vyBER     CLASS    WAR 
PRISONERS   DEFENCE  AMp  LIBERATION    DRlVfc 
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The    1930   Elections! 


By  J.  Louis  Engdahl 


The    International     Labor     Defense 
supports    the    United    Front    Election 

Campaign  of  the  Communist  Party 

The  position  of  labor's  only  defense 
organization  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the 
resolution  on  the  1930  elections  adopt- 
ed by  the  National  Executive  Commit 
tii-  that   appears  on  another  page. 

In  1928,  during  the  important  presi- 
dential election  of  that  year,  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense  came  out 
timidly,  and  only  in  the  November 
issue  of  the  Labor  Defender  when  the 
campaign  struggle  was  nearly  over, 
did  it  call  on  workers  to  "vote  and 
work"  for  Communist  candidates.  This 
hesitancy  was  anything  but  convincing 
before  the  masses  of  the  workers. 

This  year  the  International  Labor 
Defense  has  been  in  the  1930  parlia- 
mentary struggle  from  the  very  begin- 
ning. It  sent  delegates  to  the  numer- 
ous State  Ratification  Conferences  held 
over  the  country.  It  raised  the  issue 
of  support  of  the  Communist  United 
Front  Election  Campaign  in  the  many 
mass  meetings  and  demonstrations  held 
on  the  Third  Anniversary  of  the  execu- 
tion of  Sacco  and  Vanzetti,  August  22. 
It  was  a  major  issue  during  the  Ella 
May  Memorial  and  Defense  Week, 
September  14-21.  It  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  September-November  Class 
War  Prisoners'  Defense  and  Libera- 
tion Drive. 

Like  our  brother  organization  in 
Germany,  the  International  Red  Aid, 
during  the  recent  Reichstag  elections, 
we  rally  our  section  of  labor's  forces 
for  working  class  parliamentary  ac- 
tion, for  struggle  against  capitalist 
class  justice.  It  is  the  Communist 
Party  and  its  press  that  never  hesi- 
tates to  give  unwavering  support  to 
the  defense  activities  of  the  Interna 
tional   Labor  Defense. 

Just  as  the  International  lied  Aid 
in  Germany  has  seen  the  German  so- 
cialist police  chiefs  shoot  down  work- 
ers in  the  streets,  like  Zorgiebel  who 
ordered  the  killing  of  32  proletarians 
in    Berlin   on    Mav   Dav,   1929,    so   the 


l  in  m  ploy  a  'I  dt  monetration 
in  Chicago  mi  Labor  Day. 
Tin  pottage  of  tin  Unem- 
ployment Insurance  l>ill  it 
one  of  the  main  demand*  nf 
tin  Communist  Party,  -ill 
tpeakert  of  the  Internation- 
al Labor  l'i  fi  "•«  are  ht  '/»- 
ino  tn  iiii.ii  this  item  .  at 
xot  II  at  tl"  fight  againtl 
capitalist  class  jattici  .  ■'»< 
(no    tin    i  ii  ction    campaign, 


i' 


Workers'     Camei 

League,    t'liieago. 


International    Labor    Defense    in     the      oppression    in    New    York   state   weighs 
United  States  has  seen  the  leaders  of      as  heavily   upon    the    working  da- 
the  unemployed  go  to  jail  in   Milwau        the  Mellon-Davis-Grundy  kaiserdom  in 
kee  over  which  the  socialist,  Daniel  W.      republican   Pennsylvania. 
Hoan,  is  mayor.     Lynching  of  Negroes  rphis  ls   t)„.  unjtcd  capitalist  attack, 

is    the   blood    feast   of    labor's    enemies      through    its    lackey    political    parties. 
in  democratic  Georgia  as  well  as  repub-       ,lgainst     the     working    class     the    real 

meaning  of  which  must  be  carried  to  all 
labor.  The  International  Labor  De 
tense  assumes  its  share  of  this  task. 

No    socialist,    republican    or    demo 
cratic  candidate  is  in  jail.     William  Z. 
Foster,    the    Communist    candidate   for 
governor  of  New  York,  is  serving  hi* 
sixth  month  behind  the  bars  of  the  boss 
class.     Fred  Bassett.  Wisconsin's  can 
didate  for  governor  on  the  Communist 
ticket,  is  also  in  prison.     Henry  Story, 
the  Atlanta   Negro  worker,  instead  of 
touring   the   state   addressing   workers' 
audiences  is  rushed  to  trial  for  his  1  i f « 
on  a  charge  of  "insurrection"  because 
he  dared  be  chairman  of  protest   meel 
ing    against     lynching.       The     electric 
chair  is  the  answer  of  the  boss  cln 
the    South    to    the    protest    of    Negro 
labor.       Dozier    W.    Graham,    another 
Negro    worker.    Communist    candidate 
for  United  States  senator  of  New  Jer- 
sey,  is   charged   with   sedition   because 
of  1ms  activities  m  support  of  the  un- 
employed.   Communist   campaign  meet 
ings   are  broken   up,   speakers   are  ar 
rested,  distributers  of  leath  ts,  an. I 
those     Who     seek     tO     sell     copies     of     the 

Daily  Wonxra  and  election  cam] 

pamphlets  are  thrown  into  jail.  It  is 
in  this  struggle  that  the  Communist 
Tarty  raises  the  slogan  of  "Ci  188 
played  by  the  Wilson  democratic  Against  Cl  vss '"  the  working  « 
regime  in  1920.  Jailings,  deportations  against  the  capitalist  class.  The  Inter- 
are  the  order  of  the  day.  The  Walker-  national  Labor  Defense  as  always 
Roosevelt    Tammany    Hall    democratic       tights  on   the  side  of  the  work; 


Ann  liitrhik,  19-year-old  girl  defendant  in 
the  Atlanta  "Insurrection"  rase.  She  took  an 
active  part  in  the  recent  mayoralty  campaign 
in  Detroit,  where  Phil  Raymond,  frequently  ar- 
retted and  much  /ii  r<t  rati  il  leader  of  thl  auto 
toorkert,  was  the  Communitt   candidate. 


lican  Indiana.  The  Hoover  republican 
tyranny  in  1930  attacks  the  foreign- 
born  with  the  deportation  and  other 
weapons    with    the    same    ferocity    (lis 
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Lynching  and  Pay  Checks 


The  body  of  Peg  Lockett,  a  _«"»»;/  Mississippi 
Negro,  after  he  had  been  lynched  by  mob 
composed  of  business  nun.  and  other  "re- 
spectables."  He,  together  with  (mother  Negro, 
Holly  White,  were  lynched  while  being  trans- 
ferred from  the  De  Kalb  to  the  Scooba  prison 
for  n  hearing  after  being  charged  with 
"highway   robbery" 


A  VIRTUAL  wave  of  lynch  terror 
is  spreading  throughout  the 
smith  and  into  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  first  five  months  of  19J50 
more  mob  murders  occurred  than  in 
the  whole  year  of  L929.  The  total  to 
date  of  those  burned  alive,  strung  up, 
or  riddled  with  bullets  by  mobs  of  busi- 
ness  men,  wealthy  farmers,  landlords, 
and  their  hangers-on,  is  twenty  ^ix.  All 
of  these,  with  the  exception  of  one  who 
was  a  white  tenant  farmer,  were  Ne- 
gro workers,  farm  hands,  or  impover- 
ished tenant  farmers.  In  .addition  to 
this,  an  untold  number  of  Negro  toilers 


By  Myea  Page 


below  the  Mason  and  Dixon  line  have 
been  killed  in  secret  and  their  deaths 
"explained,"  when  their  bodies  were 
discovered,  as  "accidental"  or  "due  to 
unknown  causes."  This  in  a  land  that 
calls  itself  civilized! 

While  this  terror  rages — which 
conies  with  reason  at  a  time  of  eco- 
nomic crisis,  wage-cuts,  and  unemploy- 
ment-there is  developing  a  powerful 
struggle  against  it  on  the  part  of  the 
American  working  and  farming  classes. 
But  as  yet  the  fight  has  only  begun. 
It  must  he  extended  and  strengthened 
into  a  mighty  protest  against  lynch 
terror  and  race  discrimination  by 
colored  and  white  masses  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 

For  lynching  is  one  weapon  of  at- 
tack of  the  "fifty-nine"  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  capitalist  class  which  rules 
this  country,  against  the  working  class 
in  general  and  the  Negro  masses  in 
particular.  It  is  one  method  used  by 
them  to  keep  the  twelve  millions  of  Ne- 
groes in  the  United  States  as  a  subject 
and  exploited  people.  The  bulk  of  this 
people,  approximately  seven  millions, 
are  virtually  enslaved  as  agricultural 
laborers,  croppers,  and  tenant  farm- 
ers in  southern  states,  with  wages  or 
"income"  ranging  from  twenty-rive  to 
forty  dollars  a  month.  About  three 
million  of  them  are  working  as  day 
laborers  or  in  the  factories  in  Dixie's 
rapidly-developing  cities,  and  are 
struggling  to  survive  on  pay  envelopes 
of  three,  five,  nine  and  twelve  dollars 
a  week.      Child  labor   is  rampant. 

It  is  a  significant  fact  for  all  work- 
ers   to    consider,    that    these    low    wage 


rates  for  Negro  toilers  has  enabled  the 
mill,  farm  and  other  owners  to  keep 
wages  of  white  workers  also  low,  so 
that  wages  and  tenant  farmers'  income 
in  the  south  are  the  lowest  of  any  part 
of  the  country.  This  clearly  shows  the 
advantage  to  the  bosses,  of  "divide  and 
rule,"  and  the  absolute  necessity  of 
Negro  and  white  toilers  making  a 
joint  struggle  against  their  oppressors 
for  better  conditions  of  life. 

A  vicious  caste  system  has  grown 
up  in  the  south  by  means  of  which  the 
Negro  toilers  are  segregated  from  the 
rest  of  the  population,  held  down,  disen- 
franchised, kept  illiterate,  and  discrim- 
inated   against   at   every    turn  ;    and  by 


]\'lntt  a  worker  in  the  Poinsett  Cotton  Mill 
got  for  a  60-hour  stretch.  Some  SIB  workers 
of  Poinsett  struck  along  with  2,700  other 
Brandon  workers  last  year.  It  was  one  of 
the  15  or  more  spontaneous  strikes  in  South 
Carolina  against  the  si  retch-out  system. 
Thousands  of  the  mill  slaves  in  the  South  are 
looking  to  the  militant  National  Textile 
Workers  Union  for  leadership 


.1  group  of  ehilil  workers 
in  Birmingham,  A  In.,  who 
have  just  joined  the 
Young  Pioneers  of  Amer- 
ica. 'Thru  range  from 
ten  to  fourteen  gears  of 
age.  None  of  them  get 
up  later  than  five  o'clock 
in  tin  morning  to  go  to 
work 
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means  <>t'  which  the  white  and  colored 
laboring  masses  have  been  kept  divided 
and  propagandized  against  each  other. 
In  the  region  known  as  the  Black  Belt, 
including  the  stairs   of  Georgia,   Ala 

liainu,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas. 
North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Ten- 
nessee, where  Negroes  form  the  major- 
ity or  targe  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion, this  system  is  at  its  worst;  and 
it  is  here  that  most  of  the  lynchings 
occur.  Everywhere  the  state  and  local 
branches  of  government  actively  pro- 
mote tliis,  caste  system,  while  the  fed- 
eral government  consistently  "winks" 
at  what  is  going  on.  It  upholds  the 
"right"  of  the  states  of  Mississippi  and 
South  Carolina,  for  instance,  to  pro- 
hibit all  hut  a  handful  of  Negroes  to 
vote,  vet  in  these  states  over  fifty-one 
per  cent  of  the  population  is  colored1 
Lynch  terror  and  mob  violence  are 
likewise  used  here,  as  the  recent  hap- 
penings   in    Marion,    Indiana    show,    ;i> 


well   as  earlier  happenings   in   Duluth, 
Detroit,  Chicago  and  other  centers 

These  are  the  broader  aspects  of  the 
fight  against  Lynching.  It  must  be 
recognized  and  fought  as  hut  one  a, 
pect  of  the  enslavement  ami  exploits 
lion  of  a  people,  twelve  million  strong, 
who  are  just  now  beginning  the  strug 
gle  for  their  freedom.  The  American 
working  class,  through  its  vanguard, 
thi'  Communist  Party,  recognizing  thai 
the  Negro's  fight  for  emancipation  is 
also  its  fight,  and  that  solidarity  of 
colored  and  white  toilers  is  a  burning 
necessity  if  it  is  to  lead  the  toiling  mil- 
lions of  this  country  on  to  freedom,  is 
taking  up  the  struggle  against  lynch- 
ing and  is  raising  the  slogan  for  full 
social  and  political  equality  for  the 
Negro,  ami  the  right  of  self-determina 
tion — that  is,  the  right  of  self-govern- 
ment, which  in  the  Black  Belt  will  mean 
the  application  of  the  principle  of 
majority  rule  by   those  who  live  1) V   the 


sweat  of  their  brow  and  not  off  the 
hacks  of  other,.  The  International 
Labor  Defense  fights  for  the  right  oi 
the  Communist  Partj  to  carry  on  this 
si  ruggle. 

The  fore,    with   which   this   gtrug 
is  being  taken  up  is  proven  h\  deeds 

and  it    is  deed,  which  the   Negro   n 

want.     H   i-  demons!  rated  by  tin-  r<  c 
ord  of  tin'  Communist   Party,  the  revo 
lutionary      union,,      the      International 
Labor      Defense      and      other      militant 
organizations   in   Birmingham,  Chatta- 
nooga, Gastonia  and  other  centers  in 

the     Black     Belt     of     reaction,     by     the 

white  and  Negro  organizers  who  have 
,i  n ed    on    tin'    chain  nd    been 

threatened  with  lynching  for  their  ac- 
tivities, and  by  the  famous  case  of  the 
Atlanta  six,  now  pending,  who  are  to 
be  tried  on  a  death  penalty  chargi  of 
"inciting  to  insurrection"  because  they 

dared  to  expose  the  ea,te  system  and 
demand    inter  racial   solidaritv. 


r  Photo:     Swing   Galloway. 

When    hundreds  of  exploited  Negro  steel  workers  are  forced   >•>   liv.  in   <i  tegregated    \ 

district   in   Birmingham,  Alabama 


BULLETIN 
As  the  LABOR   DEFENDER 

goes  l"  press  word  arrives  from 
Atlanta  of  a  new.  virions  turn 
in  the  conspiracy  to  electrocute 
the  six  working  class  fighters 
charired  with  violating  the  "In- 
surrection  Act"  of   1861. 

In  a  wire  to  the  national  of- 
fice of  the  I.  I..  I>..  its  Southern 
organizers  report  that  Solicitor- 
General    Boykin   has  announced 

that  he  will  first  call  to  trial 
at  the  end  of  September,  Her- 
bert    Newton    and    Hcnrx     StOTT, 

the  t"o   Negro  workers  among 

the   defendants. 

Confident    that    hi'    can    email] 

win  a  conviction   against    these 
two     fighters       i>>    a     frenzied 
racial  appeal,  the  bosses'  pn 
. utor  then  hi  pes  to  railroad  the 
other    four    defendants    to    the 

electric    chair. 

Workers!      Rash   to  the  aid  of 

i Ins.-  defendants,  whose  onlj 
"crime"  consists  in  organising 
Negro  and   w  lute   woi  k<  i  -    Into 

the   s  one   unions. 
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A  Letter  from  Frank  Spector 


"To  us  workingclass  fighters,  it  is 
little  surprising  to  find  ourselves  in- 
side the  firm  walls  of  San  Quentin,  in- 
deed we  expected  this  long  before.  It 
is  inevitable  that  in  the  crucial  period 
that  capitalism  now  faces  it  will  resort 
to  the  most  brutal  forms  of  terrorism 
against  the  workingclass.  What  lies 
ahead  of  the  present  master  class? 
Eight  million  unemployed  are  tramping 
the  streets  of  this  land  in  vain  search 
for  work  and  food.  Those  "fortunate" 
to  be  employed  are  speeded  up  to  ex- 
haustion— their  wages  constantly  cut 
and  conditions  growing  unbearable. 
Mountains  of  commodities  produced, 
rot  thru  inability  of  the  worker  con- 
sumer to  purchase  the  products  of  his 
own  hands.  With  millions  of  hungry 
mouths  train  loads  of  precious  foods 
are  being  dumped  into  rivers  to  retain 
the  exorbitant  prices  —  a  beastly 
mockery,  only  possible  under  a  robber 
side  the  firm  walls  of  San  Quentin ;  in- 
ing  these  problems?  It  is  not. 

In  the  growing  economic  crisis 
the  master  class  attempts  to  unload  its 
burden  upon  the  toiling  masses  through 
driving  the  workers  and  reducing  their 
already  miserable  working  conditions. 
Mass  demonstrations,  strikes  in  which 
workers  display  a  militant  spirit  are 
the  order  of  the  day.  To  crush  this  the 
boss-class  resorts  to  the  most  unspeak- 
able forms  of  terror,  not  stopping  at 
murder.  Thru  this  terror  capitalism 
reveals  its  weakness.  In  its  tactics  of 
arresting  and  railroading  thousands  of 
workers  it  reveals  its  frightened  condi- 
tion in  the  face  of  its  approaching  col- 
lapse. The  more  workers  are  being 
thrown  out  of  work,  the  sharper  the  ex- 
ploitation of  those  employed,  the  m  ire 
brutal  the  terror,  the  nearer  is  capital- 
alism  toward  its  doom.  No  matter 
how  long  our  sentences  may  be.  no 
matter  what  our  "inside"  conditions 
are,  we  are  constantly  aware  of  the 
fact  that  with  our  confinement  in 
prison  the  class  struggle  does  not. 
cease.  On  the  contrary,  because  of  our 
imprisonment  the  class  struggle  be- 
comes sharper.  Will  the  jailing  of 
Foster,  Minor,  Amter  and  Raymond 
solve  the  unemployment  problem?  Has 
the  terror  in  Gastonia  improved  the 
conditions  of  the  southern  textile 
workers  and  will  the  Mexican,  Filipino, 


Frank     Spector,     Imperial     Valley     Organizer 

(right)    handcuffed,   is    taken    to   San    Quentin 

prison,  California. 


Negro  and 
white  workers  in 
the  Imperial  Val- 
ley receive  suffi- 
cient pay  for 
their  inhuman  la- 
bor, after  the 
bosses  had  sen- 
tenced their  lead- 
ers to  long  prison 
terms  in  San 
Quentin?  Of 
course  not !  The 
terror  will  only 
further  steel  the 
working  class 
and  make  it 
more  determined 
to  change  the 
system  which  is 
responsible  for  it. 

Class-war  pris- 
oners must  not 
be  permitted  to 
remain     long     in 


Los  Angeles  police 
brutally    arrest 
workers    ni    Labor 
Dai/     Demonstration 
for  the  Unemployed 
and  for  the  release 
of  the  imprisoned 
Imperial    Valley 
organizers 


prisons.  They  are  badly  needed  on  the 
outside.  Not  one  class  war  prisoner  will 
be  released  unless  there  is  a  constant 
effective  mass  movement  in  behalf  of  the 
imprisoned  workers.  This  can  only  be 
accomplished  by  the  I.  L.  D.  Every 
I.  L.  D.  member  is  therefore  essen- 
tially a  leader  of  the  masses  of  workers 
who  are  to  be  mobilized  to  compel  the 
masterclass  to  open  the  prison  gates 
gates  and  release  the  imprisoned  mili- 
tants. 

Today  there  are  those  outstanding 
cases  which  should  serve  as  the  rally- 
ing point  for  the  defense  movement  to 
center  its  forces,  the  imprisoned  un- 
employed delegation  in  New  York,  the 
threatened  electrocution  of  the  six  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  workers,  and  the  Imperial 
Valley  case.  This  does  not  mean  that 
we  must  let  up  on  the  fight  to  release 
every  imprisoned  worker  in  every  cap- 
italist and  colonial  country.  We  must 
link  up  the  fight  on  the  major  issues 
with  the  fight  to  release  every  militant 
worker  who  now  languishes  in  capital- 
ist dungeons." 
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Today's  Rulers  of  America 


Hy  Robert  \V.  Dunn 

VV/  HEN   .laims   W.  Gerard,   former  ambas- 

"  sador  to  Germany,  recently  Darned  ftftj 
11  j nt-  men  who  really  rule  the  United  Stales 
he  raised  a  great  deal  of  storm.  The  capitalist 
sheets  all  hurried  to  assure  their  reader;  that 
these  men — most  of  them  bankers,  mannfav 
hirers,  capitalists — were  not  the  power  behind 
the  throne  in  American  life.  And  all  the 
little  two-by-four  politicians  hastened  t.>  assert 
their  "independence."  It  was  the  "people" 
who  elected  them,  they  were  quick  to  declare. 

Workers  who  realize  instinctively,  as  well  U 
through  experience  in  life,  that  Gerard  was 
right  in  naming  this  handful  of  assorted  cap- 
italists as  the  rulers  of  this  country  will  be 
confirmed  by  referring  to  the  labor  record 
of  these  men.  What  has  been  the  attitude 
toward  "civil  liberties"  of  the  corporations 
they  direct?  What  "rights"  do  the  workers 
have  who  work  for  them?  What  repressions 
have  been  carried  out  by  these  exploiters? 
The   facts   are   clear   enough. 

John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr.  For  his  record 
consult  the  records  of  the  Ludlow  Massacre 
in  Colorado  where  nineteen  of  the  working 
class — six  men,  two  women  and  eleven  children 
— were  killed  by  his  gunmen.  Consult  the 
workers  of  the  several  Standard  Oil  com- 
panies enslaved  by  one  of  the  most  tyrannical 
company  union  schemes  now  in  force  in  the 
United  States. 

Charles  M.  Schwab — head  of  the  Bethle- 
hem Steel  Corporation.  I  have  seen  the 
broken  and  bleeding  heads  of  Bethlehem 
workers  after  they  were  beaten  by  the  coal 
and  iron  police  of  this  company.  Police 
agents  of  this  corporation  arrested  Bill  Mur- 
dock,  Anna  Burlack  and  other  workers  in 
Bethlehem  last  year  and  gave  them  the  third 
degree.  It  was  a  related  gang  of  Schwab's 
hirelings  who  prosecuted  these  workers,  some 
of  them  under  the  infamous  Sedition  Law  of 
Pennsylvania  passed  by  the  legislative  puppets 
of  the  steel  companies. 

Fred  J.  Fisher  and  his  six  brothers,  are 
the  automobile  manufacturers,  powers  in  the 
General  Motors  Corporation,  who  directed 
their  agents  to  break  up  the  meetings  of  un- 
employed workers  in  Pontiac  last  spring  when 
Phil  Raymond  and  others,  were  beaten  and 
arrested.  It  was  the  Fishers  who  with  police 
violence  and  stool  pigeons  defeated  the  efforts 
of  the  Flint  workers  to  organize  a  few 
months  ago;  who  crushed  a  union  of  auto 
workers  in  Canada  in  1929;  who  have  ar- 
rested and  imprisoned  scores  of  speakers  and 
organizers  of  the  Auto  Workers'  Union  in 
Detroit. 


Frederick    K.   Weyerhaeuser  is  head  of  the 
lumber    interests    that     threw    the    Centralia 
fighters   into   jail,    thai    directed    the    I 
.Massacre    that    emploj     gunmen    to    protect 
their  camps   from   the  organisers  of   'he    Na 
tionai   Lumber   Workers'   industrial    Union. 

Henry  Ford — the  world's  most  prominent 
hypocrite,  who  talks  "high  wages"  while 
throwing  off  older  workers  and  taking  ou 
young  ones  at  lower  rates.  The  strong-arm 
men  and  police  who  guard  his  ; .1  .i>, t  are  among 
the     worst     killers     in     Detroit's     underworld. 

W.  W.  Atterhnry,  head  ur  the  Pennsylvania 

Railroad,  has  broken  up  more  trade  unions 
by  force,  violence  and  intrigue  than  most  of 
his    peers    among    tin-    exploiting    class. 

Andew  W.  Mellon  controls,  among  other 
corporations,    the    Pittsburgh    Coal    Co..    whose 


drunken  thugs  killed  the  unarmed  coal  miner, 
John  Barkoski,  last  year.  The  coal  and  iron 
police  of  this  company  have  been  more  active 
against  the  workers  of  western  Pennsylvania 
than  those  of  any  other  company. 

Myron  C.  Taylor  and  James  A.  Farrell, 
head  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation 
whose  police,  spies,  armed  guards,  magistrates 
and  mayors  were  used  to  smash  the  steel  strike 
of  1919  and  every  attempt  since  then  to  or- 
ganize the  workers  of  such  steel  centers  as 
Youngstown,  Monessen,  McKeeport,  Rankin, 
Braddock,  Homestead  and  Duquesne.  It  was 
the  mayor  of  the  last  named  steel  town  who 
spoke  for  Messrs.  Taylor,  Farrell  and  their 
millionaire  friends  when  he  declared  in  1919, 
"Jesus  Christ  himself  could  not  >pcuk  in 
Duquesne." 

These  are  but  a  few  samples  of  the  big 
industrial  on  the  Gerard  list.  The  bankers, 
of  course,  back  the  union-smashing  program. 
Their  will  and  direction  are  la-hind  all  the 
petty    ordinances,    the    orders    of    police    chiefs 


Labor   De 

fender  I'uuto  Qroup;  d-fti 
Workers'  C  nera  League. 
Chicago. 


./'•"-..    it    '  harleg   Schwab's 
Mansion  on  Hwertid*  hrixt 
New    York    City,    built    on 
iln     million*    sweated    from 
tin         miserably        exploited 
worker*    of    (In     !>•:' 
Steel    Corporation. 
heft:     'Homes"  of  Schwab's 
steel    slaves    located    behind 
'In      mill*.      Thete    workers 
will  tome  dai)    be   the   rulers 

t>(  America— and  th*r>'ll  be 

more   than    ">'' ' 


and  borough  burgesses,  the  sedition  laws  and 
the  coal  and  iron  cops,  who  continually  crush 
the  heads  and  strikes  of  the  workers.  To  pay 
dividends  on  their  stocks,  the  agents  and  rep- 
resentative of  these  magnates  have  repressed 
every  civil  liberty  of  the  workers.  They  hue 
issued  injunctions.  They  have  broken  up 
picket  lines.  They  have  maimed  and  killed 
those  who  protested  or  tried  to  organize 
against   their   biood-soaked    dictatorship. 

Examine  the  list  of  the  political  prisoners 
now  in  the  dungeons  of  this  country.  Look 
over  the  list  of  the  cases  now  being  handled 
by  the  Internationa]  Labor  Defense.  Be- 
hind  practically  all  of  them  will   be   found  one 

of  the  fifty-nine  rulers  or  a  < ip.-iny   in    which 

they  are  director. 

The  International  Labor  Defense  is  in  a 
real  sense  an  organization  to  defend  workers 
from  the  assault  of  these  fifty-nine  imperialist 
parasites.  In  building  the  International  Labor 
Defense  we  strike  a  blow  at  these  bitter 
enemies    of    the    workers 


I  l.l'.UY  OF  ROQDEB    John   l>.   Rockefeller,  oil  pirate;  Fred  J.  Fuher,  mm  of  (A.  I I,  of  the  labor-hatlna  General   U 

Morgan,  Chief  Watt  Street  banker  who  hold*  the  reign*  of  Amen inanetry;  Frederick    K    H  Barr^F 

nhtim,  copper    magnate  and   imperialist    owner   of  raf?,r    mine*    in    /Vru. 
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./    group  of  delegates   in  front  of   the   House  of   Trade    Unions 

where  the  Congress  is  silling.  Delegates  representing  17  million 
workers  from  evreg  purl  of  the  world  ore  considering  the  prob- 
lem! before  the  international  working  eias... 


Comrade    Jamee    Forti,    one    of    the    memhers    of    the    Trade    I'nion 

Unity  League  Delegation  from  the  U.  S.  i<>  the  5th  Congress  con- 
versing with  workers  of  the  Dynamo  plant  after  a  meeting  which  he 
addressed.    Ill   has  heeti  elected  la  the  E.rer.  Comm.  of  the   ll.l.L.V. 
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Indian   workers   and   peasants,    fivi    million   of  whom    m-i    in    Peru,  exploited  by    tin    18  /..  r  cent   of  white, 
who  mil   th<    country.    I  wo  weeks  of  each  year  tht    Indians  an   forced  to  work   "n   road  labor,  without  <•"»/ 
pensation  nr  fnoil.    They  or«  also  forced  into  military    and    domestic    servict     to    tht    largt    landowners    for 
certain  periods   each  year. 

The  Latin  American  Revolts 


lit)  Albert  Moreau 


THK  wave  of  revolts  that  has  re- 
cently .swept  South  America  can 
merely  be  said  to  be  revolts  of  one 
group  of  the  dominant  classes  against 
another.  The  fall  of  Dictator  Leguia 
in  Peru  simply  means  the  change  of  a 
government  supported  by  American 
imperialism  to  that  of  General  Cerro 
who  is  a  tool  of  the  British  imperial 
ists.  In  Bolivia,  the  downfall  of  Presi- 
dent Silcs  through  a  coup  d'etat, 
engineered  by  London  financial  inter- 
ests, also  means  a  blow  to  American 
imperialism.      In    Argenine    Irigoyen, 

the     secular     enemy     of     American     im 
perialism   who   served    the   interests   of 
British     imperialism    and     the    national 
bourgeoisie   is  overthrown. 

Have  these  revolts  brought  any 
change  in  the  actual  situation  of  mis 
erv  and  starvation  of  the  working 
class  and  peasantry  in  Latin  America  - 
On  the  contrary.  In  Peru  one  dicta 
torship  is  being  replaced  by  another. 
In     Bolivia      new      methods     have     been 

adopted    by    the   new    government    tor 

the  further  suppression  of  the  work 
ers,  and  especially  against  the  down- 
trodden Indians.  In  Argentina  the 
fascization  of  the  government  is  going 
at  full  speed.  The  thin-  lackeys  and 
watch-dogs    of    foreign    capital    now    in 


mas-.-.       The     economic 
crisis  has  deeply  accentu- 
al. .1    the    antagonism 
isting     between     the     im- 
perialist    p  ii  w  >  rs,    the 
United  States   and  <■ 
Britain.     The  agricultur- 
al    crisis     affecting     the 
mts    in    South    Am.  r 
i-    well    as    Central 
America,      became      more 

aCCI  ntii.it » il    w  ith    the 

iiomie  crisis  in  tin   United 
li     view    of    this 
situation     the     oppri  SSI  d 
masses     began     to     i 

Their     fighting     m 1      is 

taking  a  definite  form. 
Por  them  the  mere  cl 
of  dictators  will  not 
change  their  unbearable 
situation  and  all  si^iis 
point  to  oncoming  strug 
gles  which  have  passed 
the  embryonic  si 

i  ..  n.  id      Lriburu      and 
his     Government     who     is 
flirting    with    Wall    S 
the      respective     countries      of      Bolivia,       bankers      will      not      and      cannot      solve 

the  agrarian  crisis  and  the  overpro 
duct  ion  of  wheat.  The  Argentinian 
peasants,  on  tin  verge  of  bankruptcy, 
tection  of  their  interests.  General  Cerro  will  find  their  w.,\  out  only  through 
of  Peru,  comes  into  power  and  "sue-  their  alliance  with  the  working  class 
cessfully  puts  down  the  strike"  of  1">.-  which  is  to  lead  it  under  the  banner 
001)  miners  who  revolted  against  the  of  the  Communist  Tarty,  for  a  deter- 
unbearable  conditions  of  oppression  mined  struggle  against  both  the  inl- 
and exploitation  by  the  Guggenheim  perialist  powers  and  the  landowners, 
interests.  Ten  thousand  miners  of  Boli-  for  a  Workers'  and  Peasants1  govem- 
via  fought  for  two  weeks  against  the  nuiit 
oppression  or 
American  hank- 
ers who  control 
the  m  i  n  e  s. 
hanks  and  all 
the  natural  re- 
sources of  the 
country.  It  is 
true  that  these 
fascist  generals 
who  oust  the 
former  dictal 
ors  from  power 

a   vail      them 
selves  of  the  op 

portunity       af 


This  i.<  .i   typical  "*»«»"  ••<  .•    Bolivian   city  milt   •'«   ■' 

style,  it  consists  «f  a  pi»e<  ■  ■<  ttrem  "»•'  a  <-■>"  which  •■  i$tov0. 


Peru,  and  Argentina  have  given  full 
guarantee  to  foreign  bankers  of  the 
United  States  and  London  for  tin    pro 


forded 

bj 

the 

genera 
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wide- 

spread 
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The  Foreign-] 


By  GeJ 


met  from  the  crooked  mislead- 
er,  Bill  Green,  his  first  apop- 
lectic demand  is  that  the  im- 
migrants be  kept  out  .  .  .  and 
when  those  that  are  here  rebel 
at  being  enslaved...  deport  'em. 
Deportation  is  the  method 
developed  by  capitalism  to 
cripple    the    protests    of    the 


Guido  Serio,  mili- 
tant Italian  fiphter. 
Workers  must  de- 
feat the  Hoover- 
Mussolini  conspir- 
acy to  murder  him 
by  deporting  him  to 
Fascist   Italy. 


WHEN  Herbert  Hoover  recently 
refused  to  raise  a  hand  to  pre- 
vent Guido  Serio  and  Rade  Radekovitch 
from  being  deported  to  a  certain  death 
in  Fascist  Italy,  and  Jugoslavia,  he  ex- 
pressed not  only  the  brutality  which  is 
being  manifested  toward  all  militant 
class-conscious  workers,  but  a  parti- 
cular venom  against  the  most  exploited 
workers  of  all,  the  foreign-born. 

There  was  a  time  in  America  when 
foreign-born  workers  were  far  more 
welcome.  When  factories  were  being 
constructed  in  a  thousand  cities,  and 
mines  were  being  dug,  and  railroads 
were  beginning  to  span  the  continent, 
press  agents  were  sent  to  every  coun- 
try in  Europe  to  describe  in  glowing 
terms  the  unique  opportunities  which 
American  capitalism  was  affording  its 
workers. 

Posters  in  flaming  colors  depicted 
New  York's  streets  as  being  paved 
with  gold,  and  pictures  of  millionaires' 
residences  were  pointed  to  as  being  the 
homes   of  ordinary  workers.      The  op- 


It  won't  be  long  now!  Immigrants  leaving  Ellis  Island.  The  expressions  on 
their  hopeful  faces  will  swiftly  disappear  as  they  come  face  to  face  with  the 
realities  of  American  capitalism. 

pressed  proletariat  in  Europe  listened 
to  the  manicured  stories  with  eyes 
aglow.  It  all  sounded  too  good  to  be 
true,  but  millions  of  them  were  willing 
to  take  the  chance,  and  did. 

The  grasping  and  the  lucky  pros- 
pered, but  the  vast  majority  found 
they  had  simply  changed  their  ex- 
ploiters— and  that  sanitary  plumbing 
and  the  right  to  vote  didn't  compen- 
sate for  a  14  and  16-hour  day.  A 
good  deal  of  water  has  passed  under 
America's  bridges  since  that  day.  In- 
comparable natural  resources,  as  well 
as  the  lives  of  the  workers  who  devel- 
oped them,  have  been  exploited  by  the 
few  rapacious  capitalists.  The  ration- 
alization of  industry,  made  possible  by 
amazingly  intricate  machinery,  has 
cast  out  millions  of  workers  from  in- 
dustry or  speeded  them  up  to  the  limit 
of  endurance.  The  cry  of  capitalism 
is  not  only  for  cheaper  and  cheaper 
labor ;  it  is  for  more  labor  displacing 
machinery.  And  the  workers  whose 
lives  have  been  broken  on  these  machines 
have  been  discarded  with  far  less  re- 
gard than  the  machines  that  have 
been  thrown  on  the  scrap  heap. 

Today  more  than  eight  million  un- 
employed march  the  streets  of  Amer- 
ica seeking  the  jobs  that  don't  exist. 
Inevitably  the  brunt,  of  the  suffering 
caused  by  the  present  crisis  is  thrown 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  workers.  Wage 
cuts  and  lay-offs  have  been  most  dras 
tic  in  the  mines,  textile  mills  and 
factories  where-  the  are  employed. 
And  every  time  a  demonstration  of 
unemployed    workers    evokes    a    state- 

2<f_> 


The        uni- 
formed mur- 
derer  shown 
here  is  none 
other    than 
King     A  lex- 
ander         o f 
Jug  oslavia, 
under  whose 
bloody    dictatorship    pro- 
claimed January  6,   1929, 
all    workingclass    organi- 
zations and  national  mi- 
norities   have   been    ruth- 
lessly   suppressed.    More 
than        10,000        militant 
workers   have    been   jail- 
ed,   and    tortured,    while 
more     than     4,000     have 
been  murdered.  In  Mon- 
tenegro      villages       have 
been       burned       to       the 
ground,    and    the   inhabi- 
tants,   in    the    hundreds, 
perished  in  the  fire.   The 
same    outrages    occurred 
in     Macedonia     and     all 
other    parts    of    present- 
day   Jugoslavia.   Not  on- 
ly       the       revolutionary 
workers,  but  all  opposed 
to     the     present     bloody 
regime     have     been     the 
victims    of    the     present 
dictatorship,     which     has 
the      full      support      of 
leading     capitalist     pow- 
ers   in    Europe,    particu- 
larly       France,       which, 
through  its  control,  dom- 
inates      completely       the 
political     and     economic 
life   of   the  country 
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foreign-born.  A  sentence  of 
deportation  is  almost  always 
equivalent  to  torture  and 
death. 

The  latest  example  of   this 
fiendish  and  cowardly  method 
involves  Guido  Serio  and  Rade 
Kadekovitch.  Radekovitch  has 
already  been  deported  to  fas- 
cist Jugoslavia.  Serio  will  suf- 
fer   the    same    fate    unless    a 
gigantic    mass    protest   devel- 
ops  immediately.  The  proced- 
ure used  in  the  conviction  of 
both    workers    reveals    how    capitalist 
class-justice  works  when  the  system  it 
bolsters  is  in  danger.  Guido  Serio,  an 
Italian    organizer    of    the    Communist 
Party,      was      addressing      an      indoor 
meeting  of  workers   in   Erie,   Pa.     He 
spoke   in   Italian    and   urged   his    com- 
rades to  organize  and  fight  against  the 
wage-cuts  and  lay-offs  imposed  by  the 
feudal   rulers   of   Pennsylvania,   Mellon 
and  Atterbury,  who  between   them  are 
worth  more  than  a  billion  dollars.     He 
urged  them  to  protest  against  the  on- 
rushing   imperialist   war   that   America 
was  plunging  into. 

Workers  have  been  tortured  and 
murdered  in  Pennsylvania  for  saying 
a  good  deal  less.  Serio  was  arrested 
immediately  and  charged  with  sedition. 
The  cop  who  arrested  him  didn't  un- 
derstand Italian  and  took  the  word  of 
a  stool  pigeon  as  to  Serio's  speech. 
The  speakers  who  had  addressed  the 
meeting  in  English  were  also  arrested. 
Serio  was  held  in  $25,000  bail  and  was 
ordered  deported  by  the  immigration 
authorities.  T  h  e 
immigration  inspec- 
tor forwarded  a 
copy  of  Serio's 
speech     as     it     was 


tti    view   of   EHLi  Island,  called   Hi,    "Islt    of    liars'    win  r,  immigrant*    undergo    tin    third 

known    as    "examination"    by    the    immigration   authorities.  It  it  here   that    Ouido   Sirio  it 

held    for    deportation    and    certain    death    in   Fascist   Italy.  The  I.   L.   U.  it   making   a   d,  * 

fight    to   save    him. 


supposedly  interpreted  by  several 
Italian  witnesses.  At  the  trial  tin- 
inspector's  report  of  the  speech  did 
not  even  resemble  the  interpretation 
made  by  the  witnesses  and  had  no  rela 
tion  whatsoever  to  anything  said  by 
Serio.  All  the  witnesses  signed  affidav- 
its to  that  effect.  They  said  that  the 
inspector  had  misrepresented  them  com- 
pletely and  had  distorted  their  state- 
ments so  that  they  couldn't  recognize 
them.  The  witnesses  declared  that  they 
were  willing  to  swear  to  these  facts  in 
court.  The  I.  L.  D.  demanded  a  new 
trial  on  the  basis  of  this  evidence.  It 
was  promptly  denied.  Serio  is  now  on 
Ellis  Island  awaiting  deportation  to 
Italv.  His  sick  wife  will  remain  here. 
Serio's  courageous  fight  against 
fascism  before  he  left  Italy  in  1924 
makes  his  death  sentence  by  Mussolini 
doubly  certain.  Serio  still  carries  seven 
stiletto  wounds  inflicted  by  fascists 
while  he  was  national  secretary  of  the 
200.000  class-conscious  members  of  the 
Seamen's  Union  of  Italy. 

It  is  too  late  to  save  Radekovitch, 
who  was  deported  from  Galveston  on 
September  12  to  Jugoslavia,  on  the 
framed  charge  of  illegal  entry  at 
Nogales,  Arizona.  He  had  crossed  the 
border  into  Mexico,  for  ten  minutes, 
when  they  arrested  him  on  his  return 
for  illegal  entry. 

There  is  still  some  hope  that  a 
united  workingclass  protest  will  save 
Serio  from  deportation  and  death.  The 
Soviet  Union  lias  announced  its  willing- 
ness to  have  him  deported  there,  where 

he    will    be    welcomed,    hut    the    govern 
meiit     has     refused     permission     on     the 
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ground  thai  it  "finds  it  impractical." 
Fighting  side  by  Bide  with  the  I.  L. 
D.  on  behalf  of  Serio  is  the  Provisional 
National  Committee  for  tin-  Protection 
of  the  Foreign  Porn  whose  first  district 
conference  was  held  in  \,  «  York  on 
September  21.  Two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  delegates  representing  10."5  shop 
committees,  labor  and  fraternal  organ- 
izations with  a  combined  membership 
of  30,422  worked  out  fornix  of  strug 
gle  not  only  against  the  deports 
tion  schemes  being  pushed  bj  the  Fish 
Committee,  but  also  against  the  pro- 
posals for  job-discrimination  against 
foreign-born  workers  now  being  spon- 
sored by  Governor  Roosevelt  and  the 
corrupt  A.  F.  of  L.  officialdom. 


QREE1     THE    WORKERS   OF    THE 
SOVIET  UNION 

Tin   November  item   of  th,   Lamb  l'i 

iimiir.     doubU      in     si:,,    icill     qrttt     tin 

thirteenth  annioeriary  of  On  Bolshevik 
Revolution.  It  mill  hail  the  victorious 
struggU     ■*/'    tin     Russian    worker*    and 

fnasants.      It     will    l>,     a     rail    to     a  •' ■ 

struggle*  in  th,  United  States. 

Thousands    of    Russian    workers    and 
nts     will     set      this     issue,     which 
will  contain   special  articles  and   ;; 
graphs,     besides     cartoons     bn     loading 
revolutionary  artist/.    It  will  '■>   sold  at 
railroad  .Italians  thrnoiit  tin    I'.  B.  8.   /•' 
and  -will  I't   found  on  th,    reading  ' 
of    thi    work,  rs'   eh 

Greet  tin  workers  and  peasants  ■•■ 
Soviet   Union  through  thi  '   th. 

1    LBOI    I>|  l  l  Mil  K  ' 

Obtain  or,  i  Unas  (ram  factor* 

from    militant    unions,   and   organizations, 

and  from  your  fellow  workert. 

I       .       •       « 

hi  Inch,  >-'■'•  ■  quarter  p 
half    page.     Individual    names   11 
Greetings   must   In-   in   by   Octobei 


Carl  Backer,  district  or- 
ganixer    of    the    Pittsburgh 

L   D     speaking  at  the  grave* 
of  kino   and   Harkof.    A    porUon 

0f  the  crowd  of  1.20C ners  andthei 

families  who  gathered  to  pay  the*   last 
respects    to    their    dead    comrade,. 


Murder  In  Avella 


By  Sender  Gaklin 


STEVE  MINA,  coal  miner,  is  dead.  He 
and  George  Harkoff,  another  miner,  were 
shot  and  killed  by  an  anarchist,  P.etro  Pet- 
ri, at  the  open-air  Sacco-Vanzetti  memorial 
meeting  arranged  by  the  Pittsburgh  I.  L.  D. 
in  Avella,  a  mining  town  in  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

I  first  met  Mina  in  Moundsville,  West  Vir- 
ginia (where  Debs  was  imprisoned  during  the 
imperialist  war),  on  a  bleak  Sunday  morn- 
ing last  February.  Here  he  was  secretary 
of  the  local  of  the  National  Miners  Union. 
The  dav  before  400  local  miners  had  struck 
against  a  wage-cut,  which  the  mine  boss  bad 
just  posted,  the  third  in  a  year. 

The  strikers  were  holding  their  first  mass 
meeting  that  morning  in  an  abandoned  little 
Polish  church  which  served  as  their  head- 
quarters. And  on  that  cold  morning,  before 
the  meeting  had  ended,  the  miners  were  cheered 
by  the  news  that  the  350  coal  diggers  of 
the  Glendale  mine  nearby  bad  just  voted  to 
join  the  struggle. 

Moundsville  was  not  the  first  mining  town  in 
which  Mina  had  worked.  Ever  active  in  the 
organization  of  the  miners,  he  was  quickly 
"spotted"  and  company  blacklists  kept  him 
on  the  move. 

Each  morning  at  6  and  each  evening  at  5, 
Mina  led  the  picket  line  before  the  mine. 
When  company  thugs  began  their  terror  cam- 
paign against  the  strikers  Mina  was  still 
there;  when  state  troopers  hurled  tear  gas 
and  Clubbed  the  miners  and  their  wives, 
Mina  was  on  the  line. 

And  after  many  weeks  after  the  strikers 
had  been  starved  into  submission  and  had  re- 
turned to  the  pits,  their  wages  cut,  Mina  was 
again  blacklisted  and  driven  from  Moundsville. 
With  his   wife   and   two   little   children,   he-   left 


their  dreary,  cheerless 
two-room  "home" — a  min- 
er's   shack —    and    came 
Avella,  Pa. 


to 


Pietro   Petrella  was   the  leader  of  the  hand- 
ful of  anarchists   in   the   Avella  section.     For 
years,   and    especially    since    the    fight    to    save 
Sacco   and    Vanzetti,   Petrella   had   never   lost 
an  opportunity  to  attack  the   National  Miners 
Union   (now  the  Mine,  Oil  and  Smelter  Work- 
ers  Industrial   Union),  the   I.   I..   D.  and  other 
working    class   organizations.      At    one    time    a 
member   of    the    N.    M.    U.,   he   later   deserted, 
thus  rendering  service  to  the  bosses'  company 
union,  the   United   Mine   Workers  of   America. 
On  Aug.  22  hundreds  of  miners,  their  wives 
and  children  came  to   honor  the  memories   of 
Sacco    and    Vanzetti.      Petrella    arrived    early 
and  mingled  with  the  crowd.    For  days  he  had 
threatened  to  kill  the  sponsors  of  the  meeting. 
When    Mrs.    Anna    Harkoff,    a    fighter    known 
thruout  the   Valley,   stepped  on  the  platform, 
the  anarchist  unloosed  a  flood  of  epithets  and 
attempted  to  create  a  disturbance  in  an  effort 
to     wreck     the    meeting.       It     was     then     that 
George    Harkoff,   for   many   years    a    leader   of 
tin-  left  wing  miners  in  Western  Pennsylvania, 
Stepped    over    to    Petrella    and    demanded    that 
he     Stop.        Without     warning,      the      anarchist 
whipped  out    a    revolver   and   shot    the   unarmed 
miner   in   the  heart,   killing   him   instantly. 

Seeing  Harkoff  fall,  Mina  rushed  toward 
Petrella.  The  murderer  emptied  the  remain- 
ing bullets  in  his  gun  into  Minn's  body.  He 
then  fled  from  the  field. 

Permitting  Petrella  to  escape,  the  police  in- 
stead locked  up  the  grief-torn  Mrs.  Harkoff 
and  subjected  her  to  a  brutal  grilling  under 
the    guise    of    an    "inquest."      Their    intcrroga- 
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tion  was  not  directed  toward  finding  the  slayer 
but  towards  an  "investigation"  of  the  activities 
of  the  I.  L.  D.,  the  M.  O.  S.  W.  I.  U.,  and 
the  Communist  Party.  Petrella  is  still  at  large. 
The  mass  funeral  of  the  two  slain  workers 
showed  the  extent  of  the  bitterness  of  the 
miners  against  the  anarchists  and  their  police 
allies.  Twelve  hundred  coal  diggers,  their 
wives  and  children  came  to  the  funeral.  Over 
400  miners  had  knocked  off  from  work  des- 
pite the  warnings  that  they  would  be  fired. 
"Their  comrades  in  the  union  led  the  parade 
to  the  cemetery,"  wrote  an  Avella  miner's 
wife  to  the  Labor  Defender.  "Over  500 
women  followed  in  march,  those  that  know 
what  it  means  to  suffer.  On  their  faces  you 
can  read  the  hatred  and  determination  to 
fight   for   their   class." 

No  black-robed  preacher  mumbled  sancti- 
monious invocations  at  the  graves  of  the  two 
slain  miners.  The  purring  voice  of  Father 
Cox,  father-confessor  of  the  Mustc  gang  of 
Pittsburgh,  was  absent.  Hut,  pointing  an  ac- 
cusing finger  at  the  coal  operators  and  their 
hirelings,  leaders  of  militant  working  class 
organizations  pledged  to  avenge  this  murder 
liv  building  the  organizations  in  which  they 
fought    and    struggled. 

Harkoff  and  Mina  were  murdered  because 
they  demanded  freedom  for  all  class-war  pris- 
oners, because  they  fought  against  wage-culs. 
speed-up.  unemployment.  They  were  mur- 
dered because  they  were  organizing  the  miners. 
This  time  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  coal 
and  iron  police  to  smash  the  skulls  of  these 
workers  with  their  leaden  clubs.  The  anar 
ehists  did  the  .job  for  them. 


India  on  the  Path  of  Revolution 


Ramsay   MacDonald, 
social  fascist  primi    ministi  r 
of  England,  is  excelling  (fc<    Tory 
Baldwin  at  the  game  of  imperialism  m  India. 
Up   to   th    end   of  last    month,  th,    British   and    th< 
Jtive    mercenaries  had  jailed   -e   than  25, work- 
er,   resisting    British   imperial   rule.     The   82    prisoners 
i„   Jieerut,  leaders  of   th,    revolutionary  workers,  after 
being  held  in  iaii  for  mor<   than  a  year,  ar«  denied  trial 
by  jury  or  the  right  of  witnesses.    Those  who  testified 
in    their    behalf    have    been    imprisoned    also.     Below- 
Qandhi,   whose    policy    of   "passive    resistance"    to    thi 
British  mill  native  police,  and  by   negotiating  compro- 
mises with   the   Empire,   upholds   British   imperial  rule. 
Bight:    a  nativi    policeman.    Below:    on   Indian  worker 
who  slaves  at  cutting  juti   knei  d««p  in  water  to  supply 
tin  American  linoleum  factories  with  cheap  raw  material. 


In  spite  of  tin  Qandhi 
mislt  'nil  rship,  a  tra- 
in i  n  d  o  a  >  spontant  ous 
mass  revolt  of  Indian 
workers     is     developing. 

PhotOS       s  h  0  !<.'        Indian 

uses   fighting  back   the 

titlarks     of      thl       / 
Mast    .it riki .-■    and    di  m- 
onstrations   in   which   the 
lit  il    Flag    is    promim  nt 
nr.    spreading. 
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Centralia,  I.  W.  W.  Misleaders 


By  Charlotte  Todes 


James  Mclnerney,  a  victim  of  capitalist  class 
justice 

JAMES  McINERNEY,  veteran  battler  for 
the  working  class,  died  of  tuberculosis  at 
Walla  Walla  Penitentiary  on  August  6th, 
1930,  after  eleven  years  of  imprisonment. 
Carrying  a  bullet  wound  from 
the  Everett  Massacre  in  1916 
he  was  one  of  those  who  brave- 
ly defended  the  I.  W.  W.  union 
hall  at  Centralia  from  attack  on 
Armistice  Day,  1919.  It  will 
be  eleven  years  in  November, 
1930  since  the  Centralia  work- 
ers were  framed  by  the  lumber 
men  and  their  agents,  the 
American  Legion  and  the 
courts. 

The  cold  blooded  conspiracy 
of  the  business  men,  the  lum- 
ber interests  and  the  American 
Legion  of  Centralia  leading  to 
the  Armistice  Day  raid  on  the 
I.  W.  W.  hall  by  the  Legion- 
naires, and  the  subsequent 
brutal  and  heinous  lynching  of 
Wesley  Everett  has  been  told 
in  the  pages  of  the  Labor  De- 
fender many  times.  Eight  of 
the  eleven  workers,  tried  for 
the  death  of  four  American  Legion  assailants, 
were  sent  to  the  penitentiary  on  a  charge  of 
second  degree  murder  with  the  unprecedented 
sentence  of  25-40  years.  The  conviction  was 
made  by  a  judge  who  had  previously  declared 
his  desire  to  see  the  men  hang,  by  a  special 
prosecuting  attorney  who  was  paid  $5,000  for 
the  job;  and  by  a  jury  intimidated  by  glisten- 
ing bayonets  carried  by  a  special  guard  which 
paraded  under  the  windows  of  the  courtroom 
during    the    trial    . 

James  Mclnerney  is  dead.  Loren  Roberts 
who  was  imprisoned  on  an  insanity  charge  was 
found  sane  by  a  unanimous  jury  in  April, 
1930,  but  was  remanded  to  prison  when 
the  prosecuting  attorney  appealed  the  case. 
Roberts  was  freed  shortly  after  Mclnerney's 
death  by  action  of  the  Washington  parole 
board,  in  an  effort  to  hush  up  the  mass  pro- 
test which  would  inevitably  follow  when  the 
workers  learned  <>f  Mclnerney's  death.  Six 
workers   still    remain    in   prison. 

Mclnerney  represented  the  best  revolution- 
ary   traditions    of    the    pre-war    period    which 


saw  its  culmination  in  the  courageous  self- 
defense  fight  of  the  Centralia  I.  W.  W.s  who 
were  fighting  to  build  a  union  for  the  lumber 
workers.  His  death  brings  more  forcefully  to 
the  attention  of  the  working  class  the  neces- 
sity for  intensifying  the  campaign  for  the  lib- 
eration of  the  heroic  fighters  who  still  remain 
behind  prison  bars,  Eugene  Barnet,  O.  C. 
Bland,  Bert  Bland,  Ray  Becker,  John  Lamb 
and  Britt  Smith. 

Widespread  agitation  and  protest  for  many 
years  has  not  swerved  the  lumber  barons  from 
their  intention  to  hold  these  workers  in  prison 
as  a  threat  against  renewed  efforts  by  the  lum- 
ber workers  to  organize  a  union  in  the  woods 
of  the  Northwest.  The  brutality  and  murder- 
ous tactics  of  the  past  have  been  revived  by 
the  lumbermen  against  the  Trade  Union  Unity 
League  and  the  Communist  Party  evidenced 
in  the  recent  strike  of  the  shingleweavers 
against  wage  cuts  and  in  the  raid  on  the  Party 
Hall  at  Portland,  Oregon  where  eleven  work- 
ers were  arrested.  Holding  undisputed  sway 
over  the  basic  industry  in  the  region  and  com- 
plete domination  of  the  state,  the  lumber 
barons  will  never  give  up  their  hostages  unless 
powerful  mass  pressure  of  thousands  of  work- 
ers and  farmers  force  them  to  do  so.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  ten  years  of  their  sentence 
Governor  Roland  Hartley,  a  leading  lumber- 
man   and    one    of   the    Vigilantes    who    partici- 
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Delegation  from  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Defense  to  the 
funeral   of  James   Mclnerney 


backstairs  diplomacy  with  corrupt  capitalist 
politicians  which  has  characterized  the  activity 
of  the  Socialist  Sacco-Vanzetti  and  Mooney- 
Billings  defense  committees.  Misleading  the 
workers  into  hoping  for  a  few  crumbs  of  cap- 
italist "mercy  and  generosity"  by  grovelling 
hat  in  hand  before  the  capitalist  agents,  they 
hush  up  mass  protest  for  fear  of  embarrassing 
the  officials,  thereby  shielding  them  and  para- 
lyzing mass   action. 

In  line  with  this  policy  the  I.  W.  W.  and 
Elmer  Smith  who  leads  the  I.  W.  W.  defense 
campaign  have  placed  faith  in  a  church  in- 
vestigation which  has  been  under  way  for 
more  than  a  year  and  which  promises  no  defi- 
nite recommendations  when  the  facts  are  made 
public.  Smith  sponsors  an  American  Legion- 
naire, Captain  Coll,  as  agitator  for  the  release 
of  the  men,  who  goes  to  the  workers  with  the 
plea  of  faith  in  the  American  Legion  and  at- 
tempts to  convert  the  Legion  posts  to  a  more 
"tolerant"  attitude  towards  the  case.  Elmer 
Smith  and  the  I.  W.  W.  were  directly  respon- 
sible for  destroying  an  active  united  front 
mass  movement  of  workers  and  farmers  in 
Washington,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense  because  it  advocated 
militant  action  against  the  lumber  bosses,  and 
urged  the  workers  and  farmers  to  organize 
demonstrations,  mass  picketing  and  a  strike  to 
free  the  Centralia  class  war  prisoners.  It  was 
this  same  policy  which  prevented  a  mass  fun- 
eral for  James  Mclnerney  to  call  attention 
to  the  workers  throughout  the  country  to  the 
murder  program  of  the  lumbermen  toward  the 
Centralia  victims.  Instead  a  handful  of  work- 
ers came  to  mourn  at  Mclnerney's  grave,  at 
which  ironically  enough,  Captain  Coll  was  one 
of  the  speakers  while  Yetta  Stromberg  of  the 
International  Labor  Defense,  was  denied  the 
right  to  speak.  The  course  of  the  I.  W.  W.'s 
in  the  Centralia  campaign  will  inevitably  lead 
to  betrayal  of  the  prisoners'  cause,  abandoning 
them  to  the  liberal  elements  who  have  neither 
the  courage  nor  the  ability  to  develop  a  move- 
ment for  their  liberation  and  whose  wire  pull- 
ing methods  will  have  little  influence  over  the 
capitalist  politicians  bent  on  destroying  the 
revolutionary    spirit    of   the   working   class. 


At    the 
grave   of 
James 
Mclnerney 
in  Centralia, 
Washington 


pated  in  the  Everett  massacre,  declared  that 
the  Centralia  workers  would  have  to  beg  for 
mercy,  before  lie  could  consider  parole. 

The  defense  policy  of  botli  factions  of  the 
I.  W.  W.  reflecting  the  decay  and  bankruptcy 
of  their  organizations,  has  been  to  turn  away 
from  reliance  on  mass  power  and  protests 
of  the   working  class   towards   the   wirepulling, 
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The  international  Labor  Defense,  commemo- 
rating   James    Mclnerney     will    mobilise    the 

masses  of  workers  with  renewed  intensity, 
enthusiasm  and  militancy  to  rescue  our 
Centralia  class  war  fighters  from  Walla  Walla, 
never  relinquishing  the  struggle  against  the 
class  of  oppression,  and  exploitation  which 
holds   these  heroic  workers  in   prison. 


Fascist  Terror 

Reigns  In 

Finland 

By  Hjai.mak  Saxkari 


THE  fascist  terror  has  again  been 
unleashed  in  Finland  in  a  furious 
attack  against  all  organizations  of  the 
revolutionary  proletariat  and  poor 
peasantry.  The  revolutionary  work- 
ing class  press  has  been  suppressed, 
leaders  of  the  working  class  jailed  in 
uncounted  numbers  or  transported  to 
gangs  after  fiendish  torture,  and 
warned  never  to  return.  The  fascist* 
are  terrorizing  the  revolutionary  work- 
ers with  the  intent  to  stamp  out  all 
resistance  to  the  system  of  enslavement 
and  oppression.  Even  the  workers' 
sport  clubs,  though  not  those  con- 
trolled by  the  social-fascists,  are  being 
forcibly  disbanded.  The  revolutionary 
trade  union  federation  is  under  the 
most  vicious  aattack. 

The  present  world  economic  crisis, 
worsened  by  Germany's  import  duties 
on  Finnish  agricultural  products,  has 
created  an  intense  economic  depres- 
sion in  Finland.  Since  December  of 
last  year  unemployment  figures  almost 
trebled.  Out  of  about  117,000  indus- 
trial workers  40,000  are  unemployed. 
Many  are  on  short  time. 

The  position  of  numerous  small 
peasants  is  terrible.  In  the  North 
their  farms  are  compulsorily  sold  by 
auction.  In  the  community  of  Kuola- 
jarvi  even  the  poor-house  was  sold  by 
auction.  Starvation  resulted  in  a  sui- 
cide epidemic.  In  this  hopeless  situa- 
tion, the  Finnish  bourgeoisie  try  to 
divert  the  despair  of  the  wretched  small 
peasantry  by  a  campaign  of  ferocious 
attacks  against  the  revolutionary 
workers'  movement. 

The  fascist  movement  is  not  a  move 
nieiit    that    has    sprung    up    against    a 


Photo:  Labor  Defender  Photo  Groan 
Communist   Demonstration  i<<fur,   tin   Finnish  Consulate   in   New    Ynrk  f'ilu  agaaui   tortmr* 
of  revolutionary  workers  in   Finland. 


"democratic"  government,  but  quite 
the  opposite,  it  has  received  the  full 
cooperation  of  the  state.  The  move- 
ment has  been  directed  solely  against 
the  revolutionary  workers.  The  gen- 
eral staff  of  the  bands  of  fascist  mur- 
derers is  in  the  capital  city,  Hclsing- 
fors.  It  is  composed  of  leaders  of  the 
Coalition  Party,  although  this  staff  has 
not  yet  come  out  in  the  open.  In  due 
time  this  leadership  will  assert  itself, 
though  for  the  present  it  has  seen  fit, 
for  reasons  of  insuring  the  success  of 
the  fascist  coup  d'etat,  to  remain  be- 
hind the  scenes.  With  the  peacefully 
prearranged  resignation  of  the  former 
Land  Union  government,  the  fascists 
appointed  Svinhufvud,  the  bloody  dic- 
tator and  murderer  of  thousands  of 
Finnish  workers  in  the  revolution  of 
1918-19,  to  the  position  of  prime 
minister. 

The  social-fascists  are  the  open 
allies  of  the  Finnish  bourgeoisie  in  its 
orgy  of  fascist  terror.  Having  al- 
ready aided  the  former  Land  Union 
government  in  the  enactment  of  legis- 
lation, aimed  to  throttle  the  revolu- 
tionary workers  and  to  further  the 
fascization  of  the  government,  the  bo 
cial-fascists  have  been  of  material  as 
sistance  to  the  bourgeoisie  in  this  latest 
wave  of  terror.  Like  a  pack  of  pirates, 
they  are  robbing  the  workers  of  their 
club  buildings  after  the  authorities 
have   padlocked   these   properties,   and 
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then  rejoice  at  tin    "donation"  to  then 
party. 

Finland  is  the  northern  part  of  tin 
anti-Soviet  Front  stretching  from  the 
Black  Sea  to  the  Arctic  Ocean  and  at 
the  same  time  the  most  dangerous  part. 
The  creating  of  a  fascist  dictatorship 
in  Finland  completes  the  chain  of 
buffer  states  on  the  border  of  tin 
Soviet  Union  and  is  therefore  of  great 
importance  to  the  imperialist  powers 
in  their  war  plans  against  the  First 
Workers*  Republic.  That  is  why  the 
big  capitalist  powers  .jive  all  possibll 
aid  to  these  fascist  dictatorships  even 
going  so  far  as  to  control  these  goi 
ernments  and  to  dictate  their  foreign 
policy.  The  fascist  terror  grows  in 
all  the  border  states  in  preparation  for 
war  against   the  Soviet    Union   to  crush 

socialist   construction.     The  way  must 

be   clear   when    the    time   arrives    for    a 
concerted  attack  against   the  Soviet. 

The  question  of  how  far  tin-  fasciza- 
tion of  Finland  can  be  completed  and 
how  long  tin  fascist  dictatorship  can 
maintain  itself  in  power  is  a  question 

that    is   determined    liv    the   class    strug 

gle.  Fascism  cannot  solve  the  problem 
of  the  economic  crisis  that  is  thr< 
ing  the  Finnish  bourgeoisie  with  ruin. 
Neither  will  the  working  ela^s  submit 
to  its  unlimited  enslavesment,  hut  will 
lis.-  iii  a  storm  of  revolution,  break 
asunder  all  its  fetters  and  establish  its 
own  rule  through  the  dictatorship  of 
the  proletariat. 


Vote  Communist! 


International  Labor  Defense  Declaration  on  1930  Election 
Campaign,  Adopted  by  the  National  Executive  Committee 


In  this  year's  fall  elections  (November  4, 
1930),  many  important  issues  are  raised  in 
which  the  International  Labor  Defense  is 
deeply  interested. 

These  elections  (state  and  national)  are 
being  held  in  the  midst  of  growing  unemploy- 
ment that  continues  to  arouse  and  sharpen  the 
discontent  of  the  impoverished  masses. 

The  demands  of  labor  for  "Work  or  Wages  !" 
for  unemployment  relief,  for  social  insurance 
against  sickness,  disability,  old  age,  meets  an 
increasing  resistance  from  the  employers  and 
their  government,  attempting  to  place  the 
whole  burden  of  the  crisis  on  the  working 
class.  The  boss  class  in  its  efforts  to  escape 
from  this  dilemma  also  energetically  seeks  new 
markets  as  sources  of  plunder,  for  the  con- 
quest and  holding  of  which  war  preparations 
are  being  pushed  on  a  scale  never  before  at- 
tempted. 

Die    of    Hunger 

In  the  cities  many  workers  die  in  the  streets 
of  starvation.  Others  collapse  in  the  struggle 
for  jobs  before  "Employment  Agencies"  in 
name  only  since  they  have  no  jobs  to  offer, 
except  to  act  as  scab-herding,  strike-breaking 
agencies.  There  was  a  900  daily  increase 
during  1930  over  1929  of  victims  sent  to  New 
York  City's  prisons,  a  direct  result  of  the  job- 
less situation  with  its  eight  to  nine  millions 
of  unemployed.  Winter  lies  directly  ahead, 
adding  cold  to  hunger.  In  the  country,  the 
agrarian  population  faces  both  drought  and 
flood. 

The  rapidly  developing  employing  class  ter- 
ror against  every  working  class  protest 
(against  these  conditions)  is  revealed  in  the 
4,688  arrests  of  workers  fought  by  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense  during  the  first  seven 
months  of  the  year   (+93  during  July). 

The  cry  of  millions  of  workers  for  jobs  is 
met  with  the  most  brutal  oppression.  On  the 
anniversary  of  the  savage  mob  murder  of  Ella 
May  (Bessemer  City,  September  14,  1929). 
the  list  of  our  martyred  dead  has  grown  with 
the  names  of  Steve  Mina,  Steve  Katovis, 
Alfred  Levy,  Gonzalo  Gonzales,  Herzel  Weiz- 
enberg,  George  Harkoff,  and  Lee  Mason,  while 
the  wave  of  lynching  orgies,  against  both 
Negro  and  white  workers  continues  to  mount, 
taking  its  increasing  toll  of  victims  North  as 
well  as  South. 

Fish  Committee  Plot 
Congress  appoints  a  "Fish  Committee,"  an 
official  mouth-piece  of  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment, to  develop  the  propaganda  campaign 
of  malicious  falsehood  to  provide  the  basis  for 
new  legislation,  calling  for  special  anti-labor 
police,  with  drastic  laws  against  the  foreign- 
born — registration,  photographing,  and  finger- 
printing. Its  poisonous  propaganda  has  incited 
new  attacks  against  workers  by  such  extra- 
legal organizations  as  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  (chil- 
dren's camps,  Van  Etten,  New  York).  Injunc- 
tions and  deportations  are  used  to  break 
strikes  and  smash  working  class  activities. 
Farcical  trials  resulting  in  inevitable  guilty 
verdicts  are  followed  by  the  most  vicious  sen- 
tences to  lung  terms  of  imprisonment  (Gas- 
tonia,  Imperial  Valley,  New  York,  and  Mil- 
waukee unemployed  leaders;  victims  of  sedi- 
tion laws  (Pennsylvania,  California)  ai  the 
same  time  the  prisoners  of  the  last  war 
(Mooney  and  Killings,  the  Centralis  Victims) 
are  still  held  behind  bars  by  the  orders  of  the 
great  business  interests. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor,  through 
its  vice  president,  Matthew  Woll,  recognized 
head  of  Easley's  anti-labor  National  Civic  Fed- 
eration, appears  as  an  outstanding  supporter 
of  tin-  Fish  Committee's  drive  against  militant 

workers,    and    as    an    ardent    champion    of    c\- 
I'oliee    Commissioner    Whalen's    ridiculous    and 

blasted    forgeries    against    the    Soviet     Union. 
In  Milwaukee,  with  its  Socialist  mayor,  Daniel 


W.  Hoan,  workers  are  in  prison  for  having 
been  the  leaders  of  the  March  Sixth  Demon- 
stration of  the  Unemployed.  Repeated  arrests 
take  place  in  Milwaukee,  of  workers  carrying 
on  militant  working  class  activities.  In  New 
York  City,  with  its  Hillquits,  Brouns  and 
Thomases,  the  Socialists  seek  to  become  the 
best  advisers  of  the  police  on  how  to  break  up 
demonstrations  of  militant  workers,  urging  a 
"more    efficient"    police   department. 

"Class    Against   Class" 

Workers  are  sent  to  prison,  workers  demon- 
strations are  attacked,  working  class  activities 
outlawed  in  republican  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Illinois,  and  California;  in  democratic  Georgia, 
New  York  City,  Alabama,  and  Virginia;  in 
Socialist  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  Reading, 
Pennsylvania.  Everywhere,  however,  the  Com- 
munist Party  fights  for  the  working  class  and 
against  capitalist  class  justice  under  the  slogan 
of  CLASS  AGAINST  CLASS! 

The  class  character  of  the  election  campaign 
struggle  is  also  revealed  in  the  fact  that  Com- 
munist candidates  for  governor  (Foster,  New 
York;  Bassett,  Wisconsin;  Story,  Georgia)  are 
prisoners  of  capitalism;  that  Lee  Mason, 
Negro  candidate  of  the  Communist  Party  for 
Congress,  was  murdered  by  the  police  in  Chi- 
cago. 

Labor  in  increasing  numbers  awakens  to 
the  fact  that  the  1928  national  platforms  of 
the  republican,  democratic  and  socialist  parties 
all  entirely  ignored  mention  of  political 
prisoners;  upheld  through  their  silence  the 
whole  system  of  sedition,  criminal  syndicalism 
and  insurrection  laws  adopted  by  the  various 
states  and  used  solely  against  workers;  and 
raised  nowhere  mention  of  the  right  of  asylum 
for  political  refugees,  except  in  the  socialist 
platform  where  it  appears  merely  as  an  after- 
thought. Both  democratic  and  republican  par- 
ties uphold  the  whole  infamous  injunction  sys- 
tem, while  the  socialists  merely  utter  a  pious 
wish  for  "the  abolition  of  injunctions  in  labor 
disputes,"  but  glorifies  capitalist  class  justice 
when  it  throws  workers  into  jail  for  violating 
injunctions  (magistrate  Ewald's  sentence  of 
left-wing  furriers  in  New  York  City  to  long 
terms  of  imprisonment.) 

While  the  democrats  forget  entirely  about 
lynching,  the  republicans  and  socialists  pro- 
pose honeyed  anti-Iynching  legislation,  with  no 
mention  of  the  whole  brutal  system  of  race 
discrimination  and  Jim  Crowism.  The  repub- 
licans in  power  have  never  adopted  anti-lynch- 
ing  laws  and  the  socialists  (Brotherhood  of 
Pullman  Porters),  when  the  question  has  been 
proposed  concretely  have  joined  with  the  police 
in  securing  the  arrest  of  those  raising  this 
issue  (arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Sol  Har- 
per, New  York  City).  Lynching  outrages  take 
place  in  republican  Indiana  as  well  as  demo- 
cratic Georgia.  The  shading  of  difference, 
therefore,  between  the  democratic,  republican 
and  socialist  parties  is  almost  imperceptible. 
Only  the  Communist  Party  raises  sharply  the 
struggle  for  amnesty,  for  the  release  of  all 
political  prisoners,  for  the  right  of  asylum,  for 
the  repeal  of  all  criminal  syndicalism  laws  and 
similar  oppressive  anti-labor  legislation,  for 
full  social,  econmic  and  political  equality  for 
Negro  workers,  for  the  right  of  workers'  self- 
defense  against  the  mob  and  police  attacks  of 
labor's   class   enemies. 

Endorse   C.    P.   Campaign 
The   Communist    Party    struggles    against    the 

boss    class    terror    in     all    capitalist     countries, 

against    fascism,    for    the    right    of    the    workers 

lo    organize,    strike    and    picket- 
Being   vitally    interested    as    a    working   class 

organization    in    all    above    issues,    the    National 

Executive     Committee    of     the     International 

Labor  Defense,  therefore,  endorses  the  United 
Front  Election  Campaign  of  the  Communist 
Party. 


Support  of  the  Communist  Party  election 
campaign,  however,  must  not  be  mere  lip 
service.  It  must  be  an  intensive  effort  to 
mobilize  such  masses  as  can  be  reached  by  the 
International  Labor  Defense  for  active  strug- 
gle, especially  in  the  mines  and  mills,  in  the 
factories  and  on  the  railroads.  The  election 
campaign  offers  the  International  Labor  De- 
fense  the   following   tremendous   opportunities: 

Concrete    Issues 

First:  To  expose  before  the  workers  and 
farmers  the  real  character  of  the  growing 
fascist  regime  with  its  increasingly  repressive 
measures  against  the  working  class — deporta- 
tion, police  terror,  criminal  syndicalism  laws, 
legislation  against  the  foreign-born;  to  raise 
the  demand  for  asylum  for  all  political  re- 
fugees. 

Second:  Demands  for  the  liberation  of  the 
imprisoned  unemployed  leaders  (March  Sixth) 
in  New  York  and  Milwaukee. 

Third:  Raising  especially  before  the  work- 
ers and  poor  farmers  of  the  South  the  real 
meaning  of  the  savage  sentences  to  a  living 
death  imposed  on  the  seven  Gastonia  textile 
strikers  and  organizers,  and  the  attempt  to 
send  to  the  electric  chair  six  workers,  includ- 
ing two  Negro  and  two  women  workers  at  At- 
lanta, Georgia,  with  numerous  other  arrests 
and  vicious  sentences  imposed  in  Virginia,  Al- 
abama, Tennessee,  the  Carolinas,  and  Louisi- 
ana. 

Fourth:  Increasing  struggle  against  lynch- 
ing ,and  against  all  forms  of  race  discrimina- 
tion and  Jim-crowism,  and  increasing  fight 
against  the  barbarous  chain  gang  system. 

Fifth:  To  raise  more  energetically  the  strug- 
gle for  the  defense  of  workers  persecuted  un- 
der the  sedition  laws  (Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Michigan,  Illinois,  California,  New  Jersey)  de- 
manding the  immediate  and  unconditional 
liberation  of  Peltz  and  Holmes,  Muselin,  Zima, 
and  Resetar,  in  Pennsylvania;  as  well  as  free- 
dom for  the  Imperial  Valley  victims  of  the 
same  California  despotism  that  is  crushing  out 
the  lives  of  Mooney  and  Billings  and  that  sends 
the  young  worker,  Yetta  Stromberg,  to  its 
dungeons   for  ten   years. 

Sixth:  To  raise  before  new  masses  of  work- 
ers the  hangman's  role  of  Yankee  imperialism 
in  China,  in  India,  and  in  Latin  America 
where  the  machine  gun  diplomacy  of  the  Wash- 
ington government  has  joined  in  the  murder 
of  thousands  of  struggling  workers  and  peas- 
ants, and  in  the  colonies  of  Yankee  imperial- 
ism. 

I.   L.  D.  Supports  Campaign 

Thus  the  International  Labor  Defense  joins 
in  all  election  campaign  demonstrations  and 
mass  meetings  with  its  own  speakers,  slogans, 
literature  and  banners.  It  organizes  campaign 
meetings  to  which  Communist  candidates  are 
invited.  It  mobilizes  its  forces  for  general 
activities  in  the  election  campaign  (collection 
of  signatures  to  put  Communist  candidates 
on  the  ballot,  distribution  and  sale  of  litera- 
ture, organization  and  direction  of  meetings. 
canvassing  of  voters,  work  at  the  polls,  and 
the  like.)  In  order  to  amplify  these  activities, 
the  National  Executive  Committee  decides  the 
following: 

First:  That  the  October  issue  of  the  Laboh 
Defendeb   feature  the  election  campaign, 

Second:  That  a  special  pamphlet  be  issued 
as  well  as  suitable  leaflets,  especially  by  the 
various    district    organizations. 

Third:    That   this  declaration   lie   submitted 

to  the  various  District  Committees  as  the  basis 
for  the  adoption  of  Suitable  resolutions  on  the 
election  campaign  within  their  various  juris- 
dictions. 

Participation  in  the  election  campaign  should 
lie    utilized    fully    for    the    purpose    of   BUILD 
INC  THE  INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DE- 
FENSE    INTO    A    MASS    DEFENSE    Oll- 
G  VNIZATION  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASS. 
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ON  THE  IMPERIAL  VALLEY  STRIKERS 

Si  rping   \\i    fears   in  /atl 
By  Fkkd  Bassett 

I'm/  Bassett,  Communist  candidatt  for 
lieutenant  governor  in  Wisconsin  it  serving 
one  year  in  a  Milwaukee  Jail  for  leading 

llu    j<>lil<.--.<   demonstration    mi    March    '>ili. 


Name .!0*ejfnat .i.ooal . _^b?r  Defense . 
Street  80.  East   11th  Street  .Boon  340. 
Tow,,  Hew  York,. Suit?"  .X«*  • 


Cell.?--?.:?*-' 

Serial  No167.67. 

August,  3,  lf30 


You  California  bosses!    Once  again 

You've  thrown  our  comrades  in  your  jails,  to 

rot 
Their  lives  away  I    Mooney  and  Billings  still 
Pine  in  your  dungeons — you're  not   satisfied 
To    have   that   crime   alone   upon   your   hands! 
You   beat    up   working   women;   von  have  slain 
Hundreds  of  workers  witli  your  Legion  stools 
And   Ku  Klu\  gangsters.     This  is  not  enough 
So   you    believe!      And    now    again   you    hurl 
your   fascist    agents  on   the  winking  masses; 
Setting  them  on   to   butchery.     You    fought 
The  workers  in  your  fields  as  you  have  foughl 
The  workers   in   your    cities.      Brutal    terror 
You    used    to    smash   their   strike — You    killed, 

you   burned 
You    used   your   hired    minions   with  blue  coats 
And  silver  stars;  you   used  your  hired  judges; 
Your   legislatures,    all    your    hired    state 
Machinery    to    keep    these    workers    hungry: 
You    could    not    keep    them    down  !      You    used 

your  unions 
Bill  Green's   stoolpigeons     still   you  could   not 

v  in 
Against     the    workers!       And    you     used    your 

tools. 
The  yellow    socialists — and   still  you  lost.     You 

took 

Nine  of   the    leaders  of  the   strike.     You   bad 
Your    judges  give   them    forty   two    long   years 
In    your    foul    prisons    where   our    comrades    lie 
In   scores  already.     Still   you    have   not    won, 
And   cannot   win!     Each   jail   you  build,   we'll 

make 
Into   your   sepulchre!     Each  blow  you   give. 
Will  fall  hack  on  your  beads  a   thousand  times 
With   clubs    we   sturdy    workers   swing!     Oh! 

Bosses 
Of  California!     You  shall  dearly  pay 
For  what  you've  done! 
For  every  worker's   life,   for  every   drop 
Of     worker's     blood,     a      fountain      from      your 

heart— 


.1    X'l  III  /ill     of 

i ,  nsorship    of 
prisont  r's    mail, 
prt  venting 
disclosures  of 
prison 
conditions 


lnternat tonal  Labor  Defense. 
New  fork   ,    City. 
Att  :Ur.    Sanuel  A.    Darcy. 


CENSORED 


Gent lemen i 


Your  letter  and  check  of  July  24,1930recelTea 


lor    every    agon)     you    give    to    those 

You  claim  Within  your  hell-bole  jails,  we'll  give 

Bone  wrenching    dozens     hack     to    you!      You 

meet 
Our    comrades    when    they    ask    you     for     food 

»  ith   blows 
And    jails,  and    murder!     We   shall   meet   you 

with 

Complete  annihilation  of  your  class! 

Workers   of   California!      Rise    against 

Those    who    oppress    you!      Workers    of    all    the 

w  orld  ! 
Arise    against    the    master    class,    of    which 
The    Cahiornia    bosses    are    hut    part! 
Those    fascist    murderers   who   beat    and   jail 
Our    California    comrades — they    have    brothers 
In    every    state    of    this    United    States, 
In    every    nation    of    the    capitalist    world! 
Our  comrades   rot   in   prisons,  die  of  torture. 

Ihej    starve  to  death,   are  killed   by   the  ma- 
chines, 

Through  all  tin-  capitalist  world!  Arise!  Aris-! 
Workers  of  all  the  earth!     Tear  down  the  class 
'That    rides   upon   our   Hacks;   that   spurs  us   on 
To   death,   or   degradation    into   dust! 
Seize  on  the  master  class,  and  burl   it  down 
Into    destruction!       Build    the    Workers'    state 
In   every    single    portion   of   the   earth! 


Dear  Comrades: 

Received   your    letter    ami   check    containing 
$20  lor   which    I   am  very  thankful.   I    am  not   in 


g 1    health   and    am    under   great    strain   owing 

to    the    hearing    of    the     Billings'    and     Mooncv 

case. 

Mx    boj    has    been    in    prison   on  justly   con- 
victed   on    perjured    testimony     for    fourteen 

years      Thomas     .Mooncv.     I     send     you 

papers    and    pamphlets    on    i,i-   case. 

With    much     appreciation     for    your    loyalty 
in    my    hoy's    behalf   and    may    success    be    vours. 
Very  gratefully  yours. 

Mrs.   Mar\    Uooney. 


.1   Pioneer  Red  did  Group  in   Austria 


(INT.   OF    Till.    M  \lic  H   6th    FIGH  I  1  RS 
Dear  Comrades:  Harts     Island. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  I.  I..  D.  for  the  check 
irom  the  prisoners'  relief  fund  and  also  tor 
the  books,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  new  .paper-. 
etc.,   that    1    have   In  eii    receiving   while  here. 

At  this  period  of  mass  arrests,  lynching*, 
and  police  brutality  by  the  fascist  agents  of 
the  bosses,  the  tasks  of  the  I.  I..  D.  have  in- 
creased many  fold.  The  revolutionary  work- 
ers of  America  as  well  as  the  workers  in  all 
imperialistic  countries  were  never  in  such  ur- 
gent  need  of  strong   labor  defense    BS   thev    are 

today.     The   international   capitalist   economic 

crisis  has  thrown  millions  out  of  work  to 
starve.  'The  bosses  in  their  struggle  for  profits, 
have,  in  an  elTort  to  liquidate  the  crisis, 
launched  a  systematic  wage  slashing  cam] 
which  is  lowering  the  already  miserable  living 
conditions  of  the  employed  workers.     In  their 

Struggle    for    \\c\\-    markets    the    capitalist 
rapidly   approaching  a   new  world  war  dil 
chiefly    against    the    Soviet    Onion,    where    the 
workers  rule  and  are  bettering  their  living  eon 
ditions  day   by  day.      The   workers   in  capitalist 
count  ries.    facing   mass   starvation   and   war   are 
now    looking    to    the   Soviet    I'nion    for   insplra 
Hon    and    to    the   Communist    Tarty    for    rcvolu 
tionary   leadership. 

The    International    labor    Defense    lias    been 
in    the    forefront    of    all    struggles   of    the   work 
ing     class     during     its     si\     historic     vcars     ,.| 
existence.       These    Struggles    are    increasing    in 

number    and    tempo    as    the    months    roll    by. 

I!    is    the    dlltv     of    all    rev  ollltionarv     vvors 

join    the    1.    I..    D.    and    to    give    this    excellent 

working  class  organisation  the  utmost  support. 

We     all     here     in     jail     send     our     rcvolu' 
greetings    to    the    II       D 

I  I  viikv       H  v\  HO>  D 


•JO!) 


Semi- Annual  Financial  Statement,  National  Office,  International  Labor  Defense 

January  1— June  30, 1930 

Statement  of  The  National  Bureau,  International  Labor  Defense,  on  the  Auditor's  Report 

The  auditor's  report  of  the  financial  accounts  of  the  National  Office  of  the  International  Labor  Defense  for  1929  was  published  in  the  May. 
1930,  issue  of  the  Labor  Defender  and  the  report  for  the  first  three  months  of  this  year  was  published  in  the  July  issue  of  the  Labor  Defender.  The 
report  of  1929  attracted  some  criticism  on  the  part  of  some  officials  of  the  American  Federation  of  Latoor,  the  criticism  being  published  in  several 
American  Federation  of  Labor  publications  throughout  the  country.  The  criticism  was  based  mainly  on  the  fact  that  more  funds  were  raised  for  the 
Gastonia  case  than   were  speni- 

In  the  statement  by  the  National  Bureau  published  in  the  May  issue  of  the  Labor  Defender  in  connection  with  the  auditor's  report  it  was 
t-learly  pointed  out  "that  the  International  Labor  Defense  does  not  receive  funds  for  specific  cases  only  as  might  be  understood  from  the  classifications 
under  'income.'  Rather,  it  raises  general  funds  in  different  ways."  Aside  f  rom  this,  the  critics  of  the  report  were  indeed  hasty  in  broadcasting  the  criti- 
cism throughout  the  country.  The  auditor's  report  for  the  first  six  months  of  1930  published  below  shows  that  the  Gastonia  cases  has  since  Jauuary 
1st  involved  a  considerable  additional  expense,  much  more  than  was  raised  for  this  purpose  during  the  same  period,  and  the  case  will  involve  many 
more  expenditures   before  it  is  terminated. 

We  hope  that  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  papers  which  pub  lished  the  criticism  of  the  1929  report  will  also  give  space  to  this  statement 
of  the  National   Bureau  of  the  International   Labor  Defense. 

Let  this  be  said  about  the  criticism  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  officials,  however:  the  A.  F.  of  L.  officialdom  is  not  interested  in  genuine  labor  defense, 
and   is  simply  seeking  to  discredit  the  I.   I..  P..   the  fighting  defense  organiza  tion   of  the  American   workers. 

The  tremendous  increase  in  the  number  of  imprisonments  of  militant  workers  throughout  the  country  makes  it  absolutely  necessary  greatly 
to  intensify  our  campaign  for  the  Prisoners'  Pledge  Fund.  In  many  instan  ces  the  families  of  the  political  prisoners  depend  for  their  support  solely 
upon  the  relief  received  from  the  International  Labor  Defense.  While  con  siderable  improvement  has  been  made  in  connection  with  this  fund,  in  com- 
parison with  1929,  the  funds  raised  now  are  far  from  sufficient  to  make  it  p  ossible  for  the  National  Office  to  send  relief  to  the  prisoners  and  their 
families  without  interruption.  Every  brancfl,  every  affiliated  organization  and  individual  sympathizers  are  urged  to  cooperate  with  the  National  Office  in 
raising   the   necessary  funds  for   this  purpose. 

The  report  published  below  covers  only  the  funds  received  and  expended  by  the  National  Office.  It  does  not  include  the  incomes  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  various  district  offices,  which  amount  to  very  large  sums.  In  due  time  the  National  Office  will  compile  a  report  of  the  total  funds  received 
and  spent  by  all  the  districts  of  the  International  Labor  Defense  through  out  the  country,  thus  giving  a  complete  view  of  the  activities  of  the  Inter- 
national  Labor   Defense  as   reflected   in   the  moneys   received   and   spent. 

The  National  Office  still  operates  at  a  deficit.  This  is  due  to  various  reasons:  Increased  number  of  arrests,  the  unemployment  situation  which 
makes  it  more  difficult  for  friends  to  make  contributions,  the  failure  of  the  districts  to  settle  their  accounts  with  the  National  Office  promptly.  Serious 
efforts  are  being  made  to  reduce  and  to  completely  eliminate  the  deficit,  if  possible.  This  is  seen,  for  example,  from  the  fact  that  the  excess  of  expendi- 
tures  over   the   income   for  the   first    six   months   of  1930  amounted    to   $2.4:19.09,  while  the  deficit  of  the  entire  year  of  1929  amounted  to  $8,570. 

With  the  cooperation  of  the  membership  and  the  numerous  friends  of  the  International  Labor  Defense  the  National  Officce  hopes  not  only  to 
eliminate  the  deficit  by  the  end  of  1930,  but  to  be  able  again  to  raise  sufficient  funds  to  give  more  adequate  defense  and  relief  to  all  political  prisoners 
in   the  United  States,  and  especially  to  give  more  substantial   aid  to  the  persecuted  workers  in  various  oppressed  countries  in  other  parts  of  the  world 


BALANCE  SHEET  AS  OF  JUNE  30,  1930 

ASSETS 

Cash  in  Banks    $      387.90 

Petty    Cash    Fund     50.00 

Accounts  Receivable  Less — 
Reserve     for      Bad      and 

Doubtful   Debts 13,500.29 

Loans    Receivable    ...    223.41 

Deposits     240.00 

Inventories,  Literature,  etc.     1,364.75 
Furniture      and       Fixtures, 
Less — Reserves      ...    .        .     2,315.40 


Total    Assets    

Deficit    1/1/30    28.590.89 

Excess  of  Expenditures 
over  Income  for  the  Six 
Months     2,439.09 


TOTAL      

LIABILITIES 

Accounts    Payable     6,090.79 

Loans    Payable      .  14,274.64 

Notes     Payable 5,360.80 

Wages    Payable     2,630.16 

Unearned    Subs — Labor   De- 
fender      3,211.21 

Accrued    Expenses    185.00 


$18,081.75 


31,029.98 


$49,111.73 


Total     Liabilities 
Due  to   Bail   Fund 


31,752.60 
17,359.13 


Language    Sections     

Miscellaneous — Charters. 
Supplies,    Buttons,    etc. 

1.395.11 
1,381.26 

Total  Administrative 

Labor    Defender: 
Paid     Circulation         .      ..$9,372.02 
Advertising     ...           ....        934.91 

Donations      23.00 

$10.9.85.35 

Total    Labor   Defender 

46.73 
5,396.51 

2,012.80 

1,860.10 

1,100.00 

2.973.62 

620.78 

1.141.00 
1.021.25 

5.293.26 

$10,329.93 

$47,970.81 

EXPENDITURES 

Defense    and    Relief: 
Anti-Terror    Drive    ......$ 

Gastonia   Case    

March    6th   Unemployment 

Miscellaneous    Cases    .... 

Prisoners'    Relief    

Prisoners'   Dependent  Re- 
lief               

Foreign  Prisoners'  Relief 
Campaigns — Jan. -March. 
March    6th    and    April. 

Total    Defense   &    Relief 

$21,460.05 

Labor   Defender: 

Printing     and     Mailing..  6.102.8S 

Editorial   Wages    795.00 

Administrative    Wages    . .  1,465.45 

Cuts    and    Photos             .  1,404.57 

Promotion     207.00 

Stationery 322.18 

Commission   on   Subs  and 

Premiums     451.82 

Miscellaneous      Editorial 

Expenses     62.02 


Total    Labor    Defender    .... 

Total     Expenditures     $50,409.90 

Total    Income    47,970.81 

Deficit   for   the   six    months 

ended    June   30.    1930 

BAIL    FUND    AS    OF    JUNE 
ASSETS: 
Cash    Deposited    as    Bail.  .$  36,275.00 
Securities       deposited       as 

Bail        .    142,500.00 

Collateral     8,000.00 


30. 


TOTAL    $49,111.73 

STATEMENT     OF     INCOME     AND     EXPENDI- 
TURES   FOR    THE    SIX    MONTHS 
ENDED    JUNE    30,    1930 
INCOME 
Defense   and    Relief: 

Anti-Terror    Drive    $1,720.22 

Gastonia    Defense     1,419.55 

Prisoners   Pledge   Fund        1,028.80 
Foreign    Prisoners    Relief       300.87 
Donations  for  Miscellane- 
ous   Cases     

Bail    Fund    Donations. 
Donations — General 
■Tan. -March      Campaign 
Marcn   6th  Campaign 


Speak  - 


942.30 

35.00 

9,663.71 

4,352.71 

1,979.34 


April     Campaign     5.152.53 

Total    Defense    &    Relief. 

Administrative: 

Membership    Dues     4,729.5." 

Membership    Initiation     .  1.175.50 

Members    at.    Large    ...  137.08 
Affiliated    Organizations — 

dues      ...      .            II  IS. 77 

Literature 1,558.08 


$26,8*5.58 


Administrative,       Publicity 

and    Organization: 

Secretaries'    Wages        . . .     2,672.83 

Office  Wages    ..  4.670.93 

Office    Rent     .  . . 

Organizers'     and 
ers'    Wages 

Organizers'     and     Speak- 
ers'  Fare    

Publicity      

Telephone     . .    ........ 

Telegraph        .         .... 

Stationery     &     Supplies.. 

Postage 

Printing         .      

Literature        

Auditing 

Interest  &  Bank  Charges 

Collection  Boxes,   Buttons 
and    Emblems    

Miscellaneous  Expenses   . 

Fourth    National    Conven- 
tion ....... 

Depreciation  on  Furniture 
and     Fixtures 

Language   Sections 


925.00 
099.50 

546.27 

1,348.74 
465.37 
365.37 
835.37 
883.67 
650.67 
7.83.41 
575.00 
151.19 


Total    Assets  

LIABILITIES  : 

Loans  Payable  for  Bail- 
Secured     27,650.00 

Loans  Payable  for  Bail- 
Unsecured      17.424.45 

Bail   Fund   Loans   Payable    11,920.78 

Securities  Borrowed  for 
Bail      142,070.00 

Bail    Fund — Liberty    Bond 

Coupons    Payable 4.490.27 

Accrued  Interest  on  Hail 
Bonds     •••         578.63 


$10,810.92 


$2,439.09 
1930 


$186,775.00 


Total    Liabilities 
NET 


Wc 


LIABILITIES     .. 

OBRTIFICATK 

hereby    certify    that    the    abovi 


204.134.18 


$  17.359.13 


statement 


339.2 


419.66 


158.80 

i  :i«i  m 


Total 


$18,132.93 


has  been  prepared  from  the  books,  records  and 
accounts  of  the  International  Labor  Defense. 
National  Office,  at  80  East  11th  Street.  New  York 
City,  and  in  our  opinion  reflects  the  true  financial 
ion, lit  Ion  of  this  organization  on  June  30.  1930. 
We  have  verified  by  personal  communication 
all  of  the  accounts  payable. 
Yours    very     truly. 

riMMOl-'F   &   COMPANY, 

By  GEORGE  PRIMOFF, 

Certified     Public    Accountant. 

August    1.    1980, 
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at 
MOSCOW 

and 

LENINGRAD 


.  .  .  to  witness  the  November  Celebra- 
tions on  Red  Square.  Moscow,  and  on 
the  Field  of  Mors  in  Leningrad. 
.  .  .  to  see  the  achievements  of  the  first 
two  vears  of  the  Five  Year  Plan  and  to 
be  in  the  midst  of  things  when  the  Third 
year  gets  into  swing, 

.  .  .  to  get  a  real  glimpse  of  the  Soviet 
Land,  from  Leningrad  to  Kiev,  from 
Moscow  to  Rostov,  over  farms  and  fac- 
tories, theatres  and  prisons,  museums  and 
Red  army  Clubs,  etc. 

Extraordinary  Prices: 

Tour  No.  1  -  -  $347      Tour  No.  2  -  -  $287 

SAILING  FROM   NEW  YORK 
Oct.   15 — Mauretania 
Oct.  25 — Europa 

For  particulars 

WORLD  TOURISTS,  Inc. 

175   FIFTH    AVE.  NEW   YORK 

(Tickets   to   all   parts  of   the  world) 


SUBSCRIBE  to  the 

LABOR  DEFENDER 

Labor's  Militant  Pictorial 


An    [nternational    Pamphlet   FREE  with  ev«rv  yearly 
subscription 

THE  STRUGGLE  OF  Till-:  MARINE 
\Y<  iKKKRS— by  N.  Sparks 

CHEMICAL    WARFARE— by 

Donald  A.  Cameron 

\H  IDERN  FARMING:    SOVIET 
STYLE — by  Anna  Louise  Strong 

WAR   l\    [III-:  FAR  EAST— by 
Henry  1  lAi.r. 

\\<  )RK  OR  WAGES— by 
Gr m i    Burn h  \m 

SUBSCRIBE  NOW! 

LABOR  DEFENDER,  80  B.  nth  St.  N.  «   York  CHj 
Ihur   Comrades: 

Enclosed  is  one  dollar  for  one  year's  subscription  to  the 
LABOR  DEFENDER.  /  Would  like  to  hnre  th*  free  offer 
rherkid  above. 


Sub- 
scribe 
NOW 

r 


Name 
Address 


PROLETARIAN  ART  ^  ^ 

SHORT  STORIES  - 

-  CARTOONS  —  MOVIES  — 

POEMS  —  BOOK 

REVIEWS  —  WORKERS* 

ART  —  T  H  E  A 

T   R   E   —   in   Every   Issue   of 

NEW 

MASSES 

A   four   months1   trii 

il   subscription    fur   only   50   cents. 

112  EAST  19th  STREET 

NEW  YORK 

Round    Volume    LABOR    DEFENDER 
19  2  8-1029 

$2.50 

Order  from    LABOR    DEFENDER 

80   E.    lltll   St.,  New    York    City 


Phone:    Stuyvcsnnt    3816 

JOHN'S  RESTAURANT 

SPECIALTY;   ITALIAN   DISHES 

A    /linn    -.citli   atmosphere 
tchere     all     radicals     meet 


802   K.   12th  St. 


NEW    YOKK 


Five   Years   of   International 
Class  War  Prisoners*    Vi<l 

Colorfully    illustrated    Pamphlet 

Every    article    in     four    languages, 

French,    German,    English    and    Russian 

50c   ••<   copy 

Reduction    to   districts 

It  EM  I  M  I.I  R    (U  H     WORKING 

n.  \s>  m  \n  n  us' 

Ruild     RevolutionarA     Corner-. 
MASKS   OF   CON'/  MI'S     WD    I   I   \   i 
murdered  in/   polict    in    New    York    City 

"  Each 
Ordt  r  from 

I   V   1  IKS    \  IMS    VI        I      Ml. Ill       1  l|    I   I    V  I| 

B0   Bast    lltli  Street,   New    V.rk   i  Iti 


International   Labor   Defend 
LITERATURE 

SEDITION  I  By  .1.  Loon  Emodahi 

a  pamphlet  (Second  Edition)         5  cents 

ORGANIZE   AND    FIGHT   ACAIV^I 

LYNCHING 
V-pagi    illustrated  leaflet,^  per  thousand 

Sm  imiim;    (mains,    labor's    Struggles  in 
Pictures.  An  II. D  Illustrated  Album.  10c 

Sm  ■uiKBS    C'oTr.s    \tiii-    vmi    Labob,   b] 
Myr.-i   Page  2.V 


I'm      II. D    CoKSTlTUTlOK    AXD    ObOAKIBA 

thin,   h   pamphlet  Re 

DUPLICATE   NUMBER    RECEIPT 

BOOKS  FOR   I.  I  .  D.   BRANCHES 

100  receipts  In  a  book 

Paid  $1  ! 

\   series  of  B 

.,  \>Ti  »N1  \    P(  ISTC  \KI'S 

Photos   of   the   historic   Oastouia    events 

and    trial 

10  cents  .i   Si  t 
Discount    mi    Ilundle    Orders 

FOSTKI    Mis. .ii     \  \,  1 1  n    RaTMOHD 

lii   I  loss 

l<.r  hundred 

'    an 

I.  1.   D   KM  !'.l  l 
cents   8Mb 

•ial   Discounts   to   All  Districts 
\rder    from 

l  n  1 1  una  i  ion  \i    Labor   Dbfi 

B0   l   ist    i  ltd  Street.  Ne«   >  ork,  N    > 


OPEN 


The  Prison  Gates 


SMASH 

Boss  Tyranny 


■jt 


FREE 


Our  Class  War  Prisoners 


DEFEND 


The  Thousands  of 
Workers  Imprisoned 
By  Boss  Terror 


SAVE  OUR 
COMRADES 

Front 

PRISON  AND 
DEATH 


THE  WHOLE  WORKING  CLASS  MUST  RALLY 

TO   THE 

September  --  November 

Class  War  Prisoners'  Defense 
and  Liberation  Drive 


ORGANIZE  MIGHTY  PROTESTS! 


SWELL  THE  DEFENSE  FUNDS! 


To   The    International    Labor   Defense 
80   East    11th    Street,    New    York    City. 
Dear  Oomrades: 

I  hereby  contribute  $ for  the  defense  and  libera- 
tion of  labor's  fighters. 


Name    .  . 
Addreea 


Rush  funds  to  the 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE 


Read   and   subscribe  to  THE   LABOR   DEFENDER, 

80    East    11th    Street,    New    York    City. 

Labor's     Militant     Pictorial 

lite   a   Copy  $1   a   Year 
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InU.S.-S.R.andU.S.  A. 


By  Bill  Gropper 


Peaceful  construction 
in  the  Soviet  Union 
inhere  socialism  is  be- 
ing built  by  the  'work- 
ers and  feasants  under 
the  proletarian  dictat- 
orship,   while — 


Feverish  war  prepa- 
rations are  made  by 
the  bosses,  as  plans  are 
■worked  out  for  joint 
imperialist  attack 
against  the  U.  S.  S.  R. 


Every  worker  has  a 
job  in  the  Soviet 
Union  where  the  Five- 
Year  Plan  of  socialist 
construction  is  a  phe- 
nomenal success, 
while — 


In  capitalist  America 
8,000,000  workers  are 
unemployed.  Thous- 
ands stand  in  bread- 
lines daily,  as  the  in- 
ternational crisis  of 
capitalism  throws  more 
and  more  workers  out 
of   the  shops. 


In  the  Soviet  Union 
millions  of  workers 
and  peasants,  who  were 
once  kept  in  ignorance 
and  superstitition,  are 
being  enlightened, 
while— 


Thirity-six  Negro 
workers  were  lync/ted 
by  mobs  of  business 
men  and  their  la 
in  capitalist  America 
since  the  first  of  the 
year. 


In  the  Soviet  Union, 
Union,  where  the  sev- 
en-hour day  prevails, 
the  workers  have  time 
for  leisure  and  prole- 
t  a  r  i  a  n  comradeship, 
v.hile— 


fovfish  — 


In  U.  S.  A.  while 
millions  starve  Hoover, 
Green,  and  leaders  of 
American  Legion  join 
in  banquets  to  celebrate 
their  services  to  Wall 
Street    masters. 
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THE  FIVE  YEAR  PLAN  ADVANCES! 


By   M 


THIRTEEN    years  ago  the   Russian   workers  and   peasants 
d  power  under  the  leadership  of  the  Bolsheviks, 
they  established  their  own  organs  of  power,  tl 

Then  to  secure  their 
rule  they  fought   for  nearly   tour  years  against 
the  white  Russian  counter-revolutionists  and 
foreign   imperialist  armies  of   intervention 
When    this   civil    war    was    won,    their 
country  was  almost  entirely  devastated 
Under  the  direction  of  the  Commun- 
ist    (  Bolshevik)    Party,    headed    bv 
Lenin,  they  then   began   the  work 
of  reconstruction. 

Two  years  ago  the  Five  Year 
Plan  was  introduced.  It  provided, 
first,  industrialization  on  a  vast 
scale;  second,  combination  of 
small  farms  into  large  collective 
farms  with  modern  machinery; 
third,  almost  complete  elimination 
of  private  capital;  fourth,  an  im 
mense  advance  in  education. 

Two  years  have  passed,  and  the  Five 
Year  Plan  is  already  a  glorious  success. 
Industrial  production  has  doubled.  Half  the 
farms  have  been  collectivized ,  and  the  agricul 
tural  production  has  greatly  increased.  Private  capi- 
tal is  waning.  Huge  power  stations,  mines,  railroads  are  spring- 
ing up  as  if  by  magic.  The  standard  of  living  is  rapidly  rising 
There     is     no     unemployment. 

Ninety-nine    per  cent  of  all 
workers     are     organized     into 
unions.      Two  years  ago  there 
were   already    21    million    men 
and  women 
united    into 
consumers' 
associations. 
The    num- 
ber     is     so 


rapid! 

bers.     \\ 

and    will     i  still    more    in    the    coming 

with  I"  :  will  incr 

have    the    7-hour 
and  5-d  that  is,  they  w 

ment,  etc.,  and  receive 

all    i 
erence  is  given  in  schools  ami 

■  children  of  workers.  The 
ire  occupied  by   work- 
,    and    huge    nunr  icw 

ses  are  under  construction. 

rything  in  th, 
ittgs  to  the  toilers.    There  are 
•10  bosses,  no  bankers,  no  landlords. 
lucation  tremendous 

And  look  at  the  peasants! 
lor  centuries  they  were  oppressed  by 
the    landlords,    capitalists    and    Tsars. 
For  centuries  they  lived  in   ignorance, 
misery  and  squalor.     They  are  buildi: :_ 
new   fret-  lite  now.     They  manage  their 
Fairs.     The  hum  of  the  tra  ring  the 

intryside  of  tl  n.    The  former  man- 

sions of  the  parasitic  landlords  are   now   used    for  schools  and 
workers  clubs;   new  schools  of  all  kinds,  for  \  j,  are 

springing  up  even  where.      Unity   with   the 
industrial    workers   is   based   upon   the   rock 
of  mutual  interests  and  common  ain 
there  will  be  one  enlightened,  efficient  happy 
working  population,  with  no  class  divisions. 

Hail  the  Russian  workers  and  p 
the  thirteenth  ami  ,,f  their  Revolu- 

Support    them    in    their    courageous 
•  to  make  th 

|  W  :id     the     - 

■  »  ^  impcri- 
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N.  Y.  Jobless  Lead  Fight  for  Unemployment  Relief 


Sam  Nessin,  spokesman  for  the  800,000  unem- 
ployed of  New  York,  who  was  murderously  at- 
tacked by  score  of  policemen  at  the  behest  and 
with   the   approval   of   Mayor    Walker. 


J.  Louis  Engdahl,  Communist  Lieut. -Governor  of  N.   Y.  being  hustled  to  jail  on 

orders  of   Tammany  Mayor  Walker  after  he  had  been  thrown  out  of  a  budget  hearing  of  the 
Board  of  Estimate  where  he  went  to  put  forward  the  demands  of  the  unemployed. 


A  part  of  the  tremendous  demonstration  held  before  the  City  Hall  while  the  Board  of  Estimate 

was  in  session. 


White,  Negro  worker,  a  member  of  the 
delegation    from    the    N.    Y.    Councils    of    the 
Unemployed. 


THE    LABOR   1)1  M  NDER— November,  1930.  Vol.  V.  No.  11.     Published  monthly  by  the  International  Labor  Defense,  80  E.   11th  St.,  Room  4!l),  New  York  City. 

C.arlin,  Associate  Editor.     Subscription  $1.00  a  year.      Entered    aa    second    class    matter    November    5,    1927,    at    the    Post    Office,    at 
...  under  the  I.     National  Officers:  J.  Louie  Engdahl,      General      Secretary!      Sam      Darcy,      Assistant      Secretary,      A.      Jakira, 

Organizational  Secretary. 
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THE  A.  F.  of  L.  and  LEGION  MEET 

Labor  Misleaders*  Convention   Mobilizes   to  Rush   Workers    Into  Imperialist   War 


B\  A.  B.  Maul 


/^vK  October 
^^^  in  Boston. 

vention    of    the 


Labor,  the   other  the   annual   meeting  of 

the  American  Legion. 
6  two  conventions  opened  The  A.  F.  of  L.  met  in  the  luxurious 

One  was  the  fiftieth  con-      scab  Hotel   Statler;   the  same  hotel  served 
American    Federation    of      as  a   headquarters  for  * 


n  the 
mornii  -:c   at   the 

A.  F.  of  L.  convention  in  I  noon 

of    the   same   day.      O  Bill 

:t  of  the  A.  1  poke 

at  the  r  1 0 

11,  the  new  commander  of  th< 
gion,   addressed   the    A.    I  .  kers. 

The  A.   1  .  of   L.  and  the  .'■ 
gion — hand  in  hand. 

a    convention- 
purpose  the  mobili/  rican 
workers  for  war. 

The  fiftieth  i  :i  of  the  A.  ! 

L.   was  a  convention  of   th 
bureaucracy  that  has  helped  to  keep  Moo- 
nev  and  Billings  in  jail  for  fourteen  j 
that   criminally  sabotaged   the   defense  of 

nzetti,    and    that 
openly  and  coverth  1  in  its  : 

to  send  to  the  electric  chair  the  six  heroic 
i  and  white  workers  in  the  Atlanta 
But  that  this  convention  does  not 
represent  the  sentiment  of  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  the  Atlanta  Central  Trades 
Council,  defying  this  gang  of  traitors,  has 
passed  a  resolution  demanding  the  i 
of  the  Atlanta  six. 

The  A.  F.  of  L.  convention  is  a  chal- 
to  the  American  workers.     We  can 
meet  it  onlv  by  uncompron 
and  bv  building  our  fighting  cl; 
zations  like   the   International    Labor   De- 
.  bv  voting  Communist  in  the  pres- 
ent elections,  bv  buildin 
Trade    Union    Unity    I 
the    struggle,    giving    clear 
leadership  in  the  economic   battles  of    the 
working  t 


"BREAD'"  —  GIVE  'EM  CATS'  —  This  Ne- 
gro worker  was  among  the  5,000  unemployed 
who  demonstrated  in  Cleveland  recently  when 
Hoover  came  to  render  an  accounting  to  his  boss- 
es in  the  American  Bankers'  Association.  The 
jobless  workers,  demanding  either  work  or  un- 
employment .  bravely  resisted  the 
of  the  pol 

VIES  GET  TOGETHER  —  Bill  Green, 
president  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the  bosses'  un- 
dercover man  in  the  ranks  of  the  workers,  talk- 
ing ti  McUider 
former  con  f  the  American  Legion,  and 
now  I  Canada,  and 
W'.ir  Palri  k   *    i 


STRUGGLE  AND  DEFENSE 

Militant  Workers  Called  Upon  to  Build  "MOPR,"  International  Defense  Organization 


By  J.  Louis  Engdahl 

THE  Fifth  Congress  of  the  Red  In- 
ternational of  Labor  Unions,  like  the 
congresses  that  have  gone  before,  calls  upon 
all  militant  workers  to  give  energetic  sup- 
port to  the  various  national  sections  of  the 
MOPR  (the  international  defense  organi- 
zation, the  American  section  of  which  is  the 
International  Labor  Defense). 

This  is  a  direct  appeal  from  the  Fifth 
World  Congress  of  the  Red  International 
of  Labor  Unions  (Profintern)  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Trade  Union  Unity  League  in 
America.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  mandate  of  the 
greatest  importance. 

The  world  organization  of  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Defense  now  numbers  8,540,- 
000  members  gathered  into  its  ranks  since 
it  was  first  established  eight  years  ago  on 
the  initiative  of  the  Society  of  Old  Bolshe- 
viks. It  must  be  noted  very  carefully  that 
of  the  6,053,299  individual  members,  the 
great  majority  or  4,841,683  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Soviet  Union,  while  800,000 
members  are  in  the  Chinese  organizations, 
of  which  approximately  700,000  are  in 
Soviet  China  while  100,000  are  in  illegal 
organizations  existing  where  white  terror 
rules.  In  all  the  other  50  national  sec- 
tions, including  the  United  States,  there 
are  only  411,616  individual  members. 

This  is  a  challenge  from  the  Soviet 
Union  and  from  China,  on  the  Thirteenth 
Anniversary  of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution, 
to  all  workers  in  the  world's  most  power- 
ful imperialist  nation,  where  there  have 
been  6,000  arrests  of  workers  fought  by 
the  I.L.D.  during  the  first  10  months  of 
this  year  of  unemployment,  hunger  and 
misery. 

These  attacks  are  directed  almost  exclu- 
sively at  the  efforts  of  the  various  militant 
industrial  unions  affiliated  with  the  T.U. 
U.L.  to  organize  the  tens  of  millions  of 
unorganzied  workers,  especially  in  the  great 
basic  industries. 

Resistance  to  these  boss  class  attacks  lacks 
sufficient  strength  in  part  because  the  T.U. 
U.L.  has  not  carried  out  the  decisions  of 
the  Third  and  Fourth  Congresses  of  the 
R.I.L.U.  to  secure  the  individual  affilia- 
tion of  its  membership  to  the  defense  or- 
ganization of  the  working  class  in  its  coun- 
try— the  I.  L.  D.  This  decision  renewed 
by  the  Fifth  Congress  just  held  must  be 
complied  with  in  every  detail  and  be  made 
the  basis  of  full  cooperation  by  the  T.U. 
U.L.  in  carrying  through  the  pi' 
Eight-Months'  Plan  of  Work  of  thi  t.L. 
D.,  an  out  which  appears  on  an 


This  can  only  be  achieved  through  ac- 
tive representatives  of  the.  T.U. U.L.  and 
its  various  affiliated  organizations  function- 
ing in  the  day-to-day  work  of  the  national, 
district  and  local  activities  of  the  I.L.D. ; 
through  fullest  support  by  the  militant 
trade  union  press  of  all  the  campaigns  and 
struggles  of  the  I.L.D.,  including  financial 
drives  enabling  it  to  accomplish  its  mater- 
ial tasks. 

Full  support  of  the  I.L.D.  means  great- 
er aid  to  the  international  struggle  of  labor 
which  daily  sees  new  victims  fall  before 
the  growing  attacks  of  the  oppressors' 
white  terror.  During  the  past  five  years, 
from  1925  to  1930,  there  has  been  piled 
up  the  huge  total  of  1,525,646  comrades 
who  have,  endured  death,  torture  and  pris- 
on becauie  of  their  loyalty  to  their  class. 
The  precise  figures  are  as  follows:  killed 
and  tortured,  619,979;  wounded,  228, 
861;  indicted,  555,818;  put  on  trial,  50,- 
411;  sentenced,  70,577.  The  persecutions 
increase  daily. 

New  and  mounting  totals  come 
from  China  and  India.  Here  also  the 
bloody  appetite  of  the  rapacious  capitalist 
monster  grows.  It  is  Yankee  Imperialism 
that  also  seeks  its  victims  in  all  colonial  and 
semi-rolonial  countries,  especially  in  Latin 
America. 

Helene  Stasova,  representative  of  the 
presidium  of  the  executive  of  the  MOPR 
(I.L.D.)  at  the  Fifth  R.I.L.U.  Congress 
pointed  out  the  absolute  insufficiency  of  the 
fight  against  lynching  of  Negroes.  This  in- 
dictment is  correct.  This  shortcoming  must 


be  eliminated  through  the  fullest  unity  of 
action  between  the  I.L.D.  and  T.U. U.L. 
We  must  together  build  a  list  of  proud 
achievements  to  present  to  the  Sixth  World 
Congress  of  the  Red  International  of  La- 
bor Unions. 

■ 

Social  Insurance  in  Soviet  Russia 

TN  THE   U.  S.  S.   R.  every  worker  is 

insured.  When  sick  he  receives  free 
medical  assistance  (at  home  or  in  the  hos- 
pital, if  necessary),  and  money  from  the 
Bureaus  of  Social  Insurance  amounting  to 
his  average  wage.  Every  member  of  the 
family1  of  a  worker  is  given  medical  at- 
tendance free  of  charge  during  illness. 

Every  unemployed  worker  gets  from, 
the  Insurance  Bureau,  besides  relief  from 
his  trade  union,  an  amount  at  no  time 
less  than  enough  to  support  himself  and 
his  family. 

All  invalids  are  pensioned.  No  crippled 
worker  has  to  beg  for  his  food  in  the 
Soviet  Union — a  thing  which  is  notorious 
in  capitalist  countries. 

Every  woman  worker  receives,  with 
full  pay,  a  leave  of  two  months,  before 
and  after  the  birth  of  a  child.  The  Bu- 
reaus of  Social  Insurance  also  grant  the 
mother  special  relief  for  a  period  of  nine 
months  for  nursing  the  child. 

In  no  other  country  are  the  workers  in- 
sured as  in  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  The  worker 
bears  none  of  the  expense  of  the  insurance. 

The  Social  Insurance  Bureaus  are  com- 
pletely controlled  by  the  workers  through 
their  trade  unions. 


Childri  ■'■!  martyrs  in  all  parti  of  the  world,  now  safe  in  Russia,  hailing 

the    MOl'R,    international    defense    organization    of    the    working    class. 
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The  School — a  Proletarian  Weapon 

Reduce  Illiteracy  in  U.S.S.R.;  Build  Clubs,  Schools,  As  Part  of  5-Year  Pint 


By  Paul  Novick 

TN  the  city  of  Minsk,  capital  of  Soviet 
■*■  White  Russia,  an  American  tourist 
asked  me  a  year  ago: 

"Why  do  they  need  so  many  workers' 
clubs?  Here  is  the  club  of  the  former 
nobility  turned  into  the  Karl  Marx  club. 
Here  is  another  fine  building  turned  into 
the  Rosa  Luxemburg  club.  In  many  a 
Soviet  citv  you  will  find  new  workers' 
clubs  which  look  like  palaces,  costing  so 
many  millions.  Isn't  that  extravagance? 
Aren't  they  crazy  to  do  these  things  in  the 
face  of  such  shortage  of  living  qu:n 
in  the  face  of  such  dire  need  of  n 
for  new  plants  and   factorics:" 

This  gentleman  from  capitalist  United 
States  apparentlv  felt  that  building  a  work- 
ers' land  involved  only  plants,  factorii 
power  stations.  He  did  not  understand  that 
it  meant  education,  enlightenment,  devel- 
opment of  the  mind.  We  do  not  mean 
that  kind  of  fake  education  the  worker 
gets  in  the  so-called  civilized  capitalist 
countries,  however. 

In  Moscow,  in  the  terrible  winter  of 
1918,  when  there  was  neither  bread  nor 
wood,  the  workers'  clubs  were  taken  care 
of.  There  the  members  could  find  their 
share  of  bread  and  be  warm.  Workers' 
clubs,  workers'  schools,  workers'  universi- 
ties, proletarian  cultural  activities  were  not 
forgotten  in  the  days  of  the  fiercest  fight- 
ing on  a  dozen  fronts  against  the  white 
guards  and  their  imperialist  allies. 

That  is  why  the  fourteenth  year  of  the 
Bolshevik  Revolution  finds  illiteracy 
(number  of  people  that  cannot  read  and 
write)  reduced  from  sixty-seven  per  cent 
to  thirty-eight  per  cent  —  an  unheard  of 
achievement  in  human  histor)  !  The  four- 
teenth year  finds  the  circulation  of  the  press 


at  a  figure  of  twenty-five  millions  daily, 
compared  with  2,700,00  before  the  war. 
The  fourteenth  year  of  the  October  Rev- 
olution finds  tens  of  thousands  of  workers 
in  the  universities  and  institutes  at  th 

of  the  Soviet  Government 
thousands  of  Red  engineers  and  techni- 
cians, Red  ma;  -  and  rail- 
roads, former  "plain"  and  "ignorant" 
workers  occupving  most  responsible 
tions  in  industry,  in  the  army,  in  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The    fourteenth    year    finds    th 


Under  czarism  workers 

and  peasants  were  kept 
in  ignorance  and  su- 
perstition. The 
lution  of  November, 
1917,  which  set 
the  working  class  an.:' 
peasantry,  above  all, 
brought  freedom  to  the 
women  workers  and 
peasants  ,■  gave  them 
full  and  complete 
equality  with  men. 
Photo  shows  Russian 
women   studying. 


Union  first  in  the  field  of  book  publishing, 
with  probably  four  times  as  many  books 
published  than  in  the  United  States  ( al- 
ready, during  1927,  the  Soviet  Union  had 
published  36,000  "titles"  compared  with 
11,000  in  the  United  States).  If  it  were 
not  for  the  scarcity  of  paper  the  number 
and  circulation  of  published  hooks,  maga- 
zines and  newspapers  would  have  been  still 
r,  for  there  is  an  insatiable  hunger 
for   bunks,   etc.    in    the   Soviet    Union. 
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that  it  is  a  matter 
build:  lism    under    the    i 

Plan — or    the  vitalism — 

the    return    of   the    manufacturer   and    the 
Landlord.    Tin  that  the)  are  build- 
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paid    for  their  efforts  in   full.     These  are 
the  reasons  for  the  enthusiasm  t 
cialist  Competition,   for  tin    - 
movement  that   has  drawn   in  millioi 
workers  who  are   building   up  industi 
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Fascism  — 
Southern  Style 

New  Turn  In  Attack  On 
Militant  Workers 

By  Nora  West 

npHE  "American  Fascisti  and  Order  of 
Black  Shirts,"  organized  a  short  time 
ago  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  is  the  most  recent 
step  on  the  part  of  the  Southern  bosses  in 
their  efforts  to  halt  the  organization  of  the 
thousands  of  Negro  and  white  workers 
into  powerful  industrial  unions. 

Announcing  as  its  purpose  "a  campaign 
against  the  Reds  and  Communists,"  the 
sponsors  of  the  organization  are  at  the 
same  time  quick  to  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunities  offered  by  this  slogan  to  rake 
in  thousands  of  dollars.  Since  the  for- 
mation of  the  "Order,"  more  than  $30,- 
000  have  been  gathered  up  in  Atlanta 
alone,  in  the  form  of  "registration  em- 
ployment fees,"  on  the  windy  promise  of 
jobs  to  be  made  available  by  driving  Ne- 
gro workers  from  mills  and  shops. 

Spewing  admiration  for  Mussolini  in 
Italy,  and  Hitler  in  Germany,  the  Black 
Shirts  put  forth  as  their  slogans:  "America 
for  Americans,"  and  "A  Job  for  Every 
Deserving  White  Man." 

"Mussolini  has  been  misunderstood  in 
America,"  shouts  Marvin  L.  Ritch,  Char- 
lotte Republican  lawyer  who  helped  the 
United  Textile  Workers  Union  in  their 
betrayal  of  the  1919  textile  strikes.  "In 
reality  Mussolini  is  a  great  man,"  he  de- 
clares. (Ritch's  solution  for  the  mass  un- 
employment is  to  "vote  Republican  this 
year,  and  if  you  don't  get  relief,  why  vote 
Democrat  the  next  time,  and  keep  alter- 
nating until  you  get  something.") 

By  the  formation  of  the  Black  Shirts, 
lynching  and  terrorism  against  Negroes 
and  militant  white  workers  is  only  placed 
on  a  firmer  organizational  basis,  although 
their  activities  are  not  new  to  the  workers. 
This  is  seen  by  the  thirty-six  lynchings 
recorded  since  the  first  of  the  year.  (Scores 
of  Negroes  are  murdered  every  year, 
of  which  nothing  is  ever  known.) 

Leaders  of  the  Black  Shirt  "Order" 
include  a  number  of  enterprising  southern 
politicians:  an  ex-mayor,  a  former  council- 
man and  a  prize-fight  racketeer  (charged 
in  1926  with  defrauding  the  U.  S.  gov- 
ernment).    All  hail   from  Atlanta. 

They  begin  operations  in  the  South 
where  a  cotton  wi  -king  seventeen 

hours  a  day  on  from  forty-seven  to  one 
hundred  looms,  getting  eighteen  cents  an 
hour  with  which  to  "feed,  clothe  and 
!  amily  ol  ii  ordinary 

i  e  two-thirds  of  all 
United  States  "illii  ire   found,  the 


OFFICIAL  ORGAN  AMERICAN  FACISTI 


ATLANTA.  GEORGIA,  FRIDAY.  SEPTEMBER  26,  1930. 


to  Steal  Black  Shirt 


Patriotism  Through  Mjjvh 


THE 


ead  of  the  official  organ  of  the  "American  Fascisti  and  Order  of  Blackshirts."  This  outfit  is  the 
latest  weapon  of  the  southern  bosses  in  their  effort  to  stop  the  organizing  activities  of  the  Trade 
i'nion  Unity  League,  the  Communist  Party,  and  the  American  Negro  Labor  Congress  among 
the  Negro  and  white  workers. 


American  fascists  are  utilizing  pseudo-radi- 
cal phrases  in  an  effort  to  ensnare  workers. 
Such  phrases  as  "the  betterment  of  the 
masses  and  the  better  classes"  appear  often 
in  their  official  organ. 

Basing  itself  on  the  mill  village,  where 
the  "supers,"  foremen,  petty  business- men 
(druggists,  grocers,  lawyers,  etc.)  and  the 
odd  assortment  of  stool-pigeons  and  scabs 
peculiar  to  each  mill  center,  form  a  whoop- 
it-up  dependable  nucleus,  it  depends  upon 
the  glamor  of  a  brass  band  parade  of  the 
entire  vicinity  and  not  a  little  upon  coer- 
sion.  (The  fascist  organizers  state  baldly 
that  all  refusing  to  join  will  be  carefully 
watched  —  to  round  up  the  workers  who 
up  to  that  time  had  not  been  taken  in  by 
the  gaff.) 

"The  A.  F.  of  L.  is  behind  this  organi- 
zation one  hundred  per  cent,"  says  T.  H. 
Lamar,  Charlotte,  N.  C.  fascist  organizer, 
in  a  speech  at  the  Hoskins  Mill.  "We  be- 
lieve in  white  supremacy  and  the  employ- 
ment of  white  men  in  preference  to  the 
Negro." 

The  plan  is  to  serve  notice  on  business 
firms  to  get  rid  of  Negro  employees  and 
to  give  the  jobs  to  white  men.  In  this 
way  they  boast  that- already  some  six  hun- 
dred Negro  workers  have  been  fired  and 
replaced  by  whites.  Yet  the  official  organ 
of  the  southern  fascists,  The  Black  Shirt, 
slobbers:  "The  Black  Shirts  are  the  Ne- 
groes' Best  Friend";  "Our  purpose  is  to 
protect  our  Negro";  "All  the  Black  Shirts 
ask  of  the  Negro  is  that  he  stay  in  his 
place  and  not  be  misguided  by  the  Com- 
munists." 

Black  Shirt  organizers  are  not  finding  it 
a  simple  matter  to  convert  Charlotte  work- 
ers.     Not   a  single   one   has  joined   despite 
that  two  hundred  to  three  hun- 
in    the    city    have    enrolled.       It    is    a 


known  fact  that  only  the  superintendents 
and  foremen  and  the  Louise  Mill  and  only 
one  at  the  Hoskins  Mill  have  joined. 

It  is  in  this  atmosphere  of  class  antago- 
nism, this  lynching  center  of  Wall  Street, 
that  the  trial  of  the  six  Atlanta  workers 
will  be  called  soon,  It  is  up  to  the  workers 
to  say  if  these  fighters  shall  be  delivered 
over  to  the  hands  6f  the  mob  of  Black 
Shirts  to  be  electrocuted. 

Such  then,  is  the  back-drop  prepared 
by  the  southern  bosses  for  the  trial  of  the 
Atlanta  defendants.  The  only  answer  on 
the  part  of  the  class  conscious  workers  is 
the  formation  of  a  powerful  mass  defense 
movement. 


HUNGER  IN  THE  SOUTH 

By    IsABELLE    KLEINMAN 

TN  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  almost  half  the 

population  is  unemployed. 

It  was  one  of  those  dreary,  rainy  days, 

and  I  was  sitting  by  the  window  reading 

a  copy  of  the  Southern  Worker,  when   I 

saw  a  young  man  with  a  very  dirty  face 

and  ragged  appearance  knock  at  the  door. 

He  asked  me,  "You  got  some  food  left 

over  from  breakfast?"    He  wasn't  the  first 

one  to  come  to  the  door.      After  he   had 

d  and  began  to  eat  he  told  me   the 

wing:    "Been    making    the     fi 

from    Macon,  Ga.      That's  where   I   live. 

i'  to  Shrcvcport,  La.   Heard   they's  a 

i  hanc't  for  work  there.     I  gotta  do 

somethin'.     Got  a  wife  and  two  kids,  an1 

the  little  baby  only  three  months  old.  Gotta 

support  my  wife's  mother,  too. 

"Pretty    tough    makin'    them    frei 
tho.      Nigh  to  50  and   (ill    men   waitin'  on 
any    freight    cqmin'    by.      So    main    men 
out  o'  work.     Everywhere  I  <z<\  the  same 

thin: 
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VOICE  FROM  THE  SOUTH 

"Murmurs  of  Protest,  Soon  Storm  of  Revolt" 

Jim  Ai  i 
(Editor  of  the  "Southern  Worker") 


AM  \V    void     is    heard    below    the 
n  and  Dixon  line.     It  is  a  voice 
of  thunder  and  brings  a  storm  in  its  wake. 

Gone  arc  the  days  of  silence.  The  w< 
backs  of  the  Southern  masses  no  lo 
bend  meekly.  The  murmurs  a 
are  fast  becoming  a  storm  of  revolt.  Still 
a  little  reticent  to  enter  the  battle  openly, 
still  oppressed  heavily  by  weapons  of  I 
and  intimidation — the  southern  worker 
lifts  his  head  and  his  fist  to  a  new  horizon. 
otherwise?  The  Southern 
workers  have  always  borne  mure  of  the 
brunt  of  Yankee  capitalism  than  their 
brothers  in  the  North.  New  on  the  fight- 
ing front,  they  have  not  yet  advanced  to 
the  organizational  stage  of  Northern  la- 
bor. But  what  has  taken  years  for  the 
workers  up  North  to  learn,  the  Southern 
s  grasp  in  a  short  time.  We  have 
no  democratic  illusions  to  fight  here.  Class 
lines  are  too  sharp  for  that.  Workers  even 
in  the  newly  organized  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  locals  are  asking  for  revo- 
lutionary leadership. 

Unemployment  has  buried  its  claws 
deep  in  Southern  soil.  Mass  misery  stalks 
across  the  land,  thru  textile,  mine  and 
steel  towns,  in  the  dynamos  of  Dixie. 
Lucky  workers  are  living  on  the  fatback 
of  the  land.  There  is  main  a  mill  vil- 
lage in  the  South  where  a  bread  or  food 
wagon  dare  not  enter.  Food  stores  and 
company  commissaries  are  double-barred 
at  night.  There  is  no  keeping  down  the 
rage  of  two  thousand  workers  indefinitely 
laid  off  without  even  a  day's  notice  in  the 
Ensley  mills  of  the  Tennessee  Coal  and 
Iron  Company,  nor  of  thousands  of  tex- 
tile workers  turned  out  into  the  streets. 
The  last  bit  of  coined  hope  is  gone  when 
after  working  two  days  a  week  at  $2  a  day 
the  final  reward  is:  "Indefinitely  laid  off." 
Big  struggles  coming.  Do  not  the  work- 
ers say:  "Things  can't  go  on  any  longer 
as  they  is.  Somethin's  goin  to  happen 
mighty  quick.  Can't  stand  this  no  mo'." 
On  the  farm  lands  sporadic,  aimless 
armed  clashes  are  to  be  looked  for  this 
winter.  Nine  cent  cotton  and  seven  cent 
tobacco  speak  a  clear  language.  Not  enough 
for  the  small  farmer  to  pay  state  taxes  and 
interest.  Not  enough  for  the  tenant  farm- 
er to  have  a  bite  to  cat  for  the  long  win- 
ter months  after  the  landlord  takes  the 
crop.  Fifty  cents  a  hundred  pounds  for 
the  cotton  pickers — $1  a  day  of  12  hours 
for  the  cotton  picking  season.  I. on 
the  landlords  have  a] read)  r<  fused  i 
vance    more    credit    to    tenant    and    share 


farmer-.       Twenty-six     thousand     I 
farm    fain  re    than    half    the 

of  tenant  farmers  in  thi 
will  b  the   end  of   th 

This  is  the  cool  aili 
partment   ol  i 

gunpowder  mingles  with  the  pepperm 
the  cotton  fields. 

The  bosses  of  the  South  h.r  Mid 

list.      S  i  after  shot  gun  is  relo 

and  emptii 
farmers  who   "don't  like   the   w 

Lynching  has  become  almost  a  daily 
exercise    for  white   fiends.      Double   !■ 

ire  found  to  be  more  efficient.    Thirty- 
six  lynching*  in  the  first  nine  monti 
this  year! 

lit  of  them  during  the  last  two 
months  in  Georgia  alone,  state  of  the  in- 
surrection   laws!       Shotgun    and     f 

the  way  for  the  more  polite  and 
civilized  high  powered  voltage  of  a  legal 
lynching  in  Georgia.  Did  not  our  six 
Atlanta  comrades  organize  the  workers 
for  struggle?  To  squelch  that  struggle,  to 
kill  its  leading  forces,  the  ruling  class 
strews  the  public  parks  with  the  bodies  of 
lynched  Negroes.  Not  so  easy  now,  mas- 
ters. Did  not  the  Negroes  of  Thomas- 
ville  tell  the  International  Labor  Defense 
representative  that  had  there  been  arms, 
Kirk  would  not  have  been  lynched. 

Picture  exploitation  as  an  iron-clad 
monster  and  vou  must  see  that  in  one  hand 
he  must  hold  the  chains  of  economic  op- 
pression and  in  the  other  the  gun  and 
rope.  Oppression  clouds  every  minute  of 
the  life  of  a  Negro  toiler.  The  states  are 
"doing  away  with  unemployment,"  by  put- 
ting the  jobless  on  the  chain  gangs  to  build 
the  roads  and  public  works.  Its  police 
shanghai  Negro  workers  seen  walkin 
streets  after  dark,  or  in  broad  da\  light  if 
found  loitering  on  a  corner. 

Bigger  struggles  are  coming — and  with 
them  tremendous  defense  struggles.     The 
ii'zed  campaign  of  the  Southern  b 
ilroad  the  six  Atlanta  defendants  to 
the  electric  chair  is  a  part  of  this  continu- 
ous attack. 

l     mmunists  anil  militant  leaders  of  the 
Trade     Union     Unite     I  and     the 

American    \  Labor   C  being 

in  th  it  of  the  class  war, 

sarily    singled    out    for   the    m 

ution.  The  workers  in  the  South — 
in  the  mills,  and  min 

I    role 
of  the   International   Labor    I  I 
puis 


Red  Aid  Appeal  Tells  Crimes 
Against  Chinese  Masses 


THE  unparalleled  horrors  of  the  four-year 
reign  of  White  Terror  in  China  by  the  reac- 
tionary Kuomintang  and  other  militarist  cliques 
have  been  recently  intensified  and  extended.  This 
new  terror  reign  began  with  the  recapture  of 
Chang-sha,  capital  of  Hunan  Province,  by  Kuo- 
mintang  armies  from  Red  Armies  of  the  work- 
ers and  peasants.  The  bloodthirsty  Kuomintang 
press  boasts  that  in  the  reoccupation  of  the  city 
4,000  suspected  "Reds"  were  executed.  They 
were  shot  to  death  or  beheaded  in  the  streets 
where  captured.  Their  heads,  still  dripping  with 
blood,  were  hung  up  for  days  in  public  places 
as  warning.  Some  eighty  students,  asleep  in  the 
dormitory  of  a  local  school,  were  pulled  out  of 
their  beds  in  the  dead  of  night  and  shot  at  sun- 
rise. Hundreds  were  arrested  in  Wu-Han,  where 
squads  of  Kuomintang  soldiers  with  long  exe- 
cutioner's swords  in  their  hands  patrolled  the 
streets.  In  Canton  and  thruout  Kuangtung  prov- 
ince, petty  local  military  chiefs  instructed  to  kill 
suspected  "Reds,"  at  sight. 

In  these  barbarities  there  is  no  distinction  be- 
tween the  various  cliques  so  far  as  brutality  and 
the  announced  determination  to  wipe  out  every 
trace  of  the  revolutionary  movements  are  con- 
cerned. Chiang  Kai-shih,  Yen  Hsi-shan,  Feng 
fu-hsiang,  Chang  Hsueh-liang;  Wang  Ching-wei 
and  the  Reorganizationist  and  other  factions  of 
the  counter-revolutionary  groups — all  are  par- 
ticipating in  these  wholesale  massacres  and  giv- 
ing them  their  heartiest  approval.  All  are  loud- 
ly promising  the  imperialists  that  no  mercy  will 
be  shown  the  "Reds,"  that  they  will  stop  at 
nothing  to  destroy  every  trace  of  the  revolution- 
ary struggle  in  China. 

The  imperialists,  for  their  part,  are  doing 
their  utmost  to  assist  in  these  massacres.  Chang- 
sha  was  recaptured  from  the  Red  Armies  onlv 
after  a  tremendous  struggle  by  the  united  im- 
perialist and  Kuomintang  forces.  A  missionary 
agent  of  imperialism  writes  in  the  Shanghai  Eng- 
lish press  describing  how  an  American  gunboat 
there  "fired  in  all  67  shells  along  the  waterfront 
into   the  'Reds,'  besides  using  machine   guns  and 


other  guns."  He  adds  that  "Other  boats  also 
fired."  These  "other  boats"  were  British  and 
Japanese  warships  .  It  was  the  shells  from  these 
foreign  warships  that  started  the  disastrous  fires, 
afterwards  blamed  by  the  reactionary  native  and 
foreign  press  upon  the  "Communist  bandits," 
the  slanderous  term  used  by  those  hirelings  to 
characterize  the  heroic  workers  and  peasants  who 
are  struggling  to  overthrow  militarist  oppression 
and  imperialist  exploitation. 

The  Chinese  Revolution  is  the  pivot  upon 
which  the  World  Revolution  turns.  This  has 
long  been  recognized  by  friends  and  foes  alike. 
In  the  worldwide  struggle  against  imperialism, 
we  workers  and  peasants  of  China,  appeal  for 
your  renewed  support.  It  is  urgent  that  in  this 
crisis  in  our  common  struggle  against  the  White 
Terror  you  shall  immediately  and  on  the  largest 
possible  scale  use  extraordinary  methods  of  block- 
ing aid  from  your  respective  capitalist  govern- 
ments and  bourgeoisie  to  the  bloodthirsty  butch- 
ers who  constitute  the  ruling  class  of  our  coun- 
try. 

1.  Organize  everywhere  "Committees  of  Ac- 
tion" for  "Hands  Off  the  Chinese  Revolution." 

2.  Bring  every  possible  pressure  to  bear  upon 
your  respective  governments  to  compel  the  with- 
drawal of  their  armed  forces  from  China. 

3.  Expose  in  every  possible  way  the  United 
Front  of  the  Kuomintang  Murder  Gang  and 
other  Chinese  militarists  with  the  imperialists. 

4.  Prevent  by  any  and  every  means  the  ship- 
ment of  war  supplies  to  the  contending  militar- 
ist factions,  even  to  the  extent  of  wholesale 
sabotage  and  strikes  in  the  factories  concerned 
and  among  the  transportation  employees. 

5.  Demonstrate  militantly  in  masses  before  the 
Kuomintang  Consulates,  exposing  with  your  slo- 
gans and  propaganda  the  bloodthirsty  regime  of 
the  Chinese  militarists. 

6.  Raise  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  widows 
and  children  of  the  revolutionary  martyrs  and 
for  relief  of  the  thousands  in  prison. 

7:  Reveal  to  your  toiling  masses  the  treach- 
ery of  the  social-reformists,  who  in   China  as  in 
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RADICAL  STARTS  RUSSIA'S 

ANTI-AMERICAN  TROUBLE 


Propagandist  From  Germany  Said  U.  S 

Opposed  Socialism  and  Had 

Hanged   Mooney. 

I.oXDON".     April     25— Tetrogrnd    re- 
ports   today     laid      the     demonstration 
against  the  American  embassy  in   that 
city  Saturday  night  at  the  door  of  Ger- 
I  man    propagandists. 

NMkolal  Lenine,  a  Russian  radical. 
wjlo  returned  recently  from  exile  In 
,  Switzerland  through  Germany.  Is  said 
j  to  nave  I'odyou  a  mob  to  rTe'miy  by  de- 
i  daring  that  America  *as  an  enemy  of 
j  Socialism,  and  that  Thomas  J.  Mooney. 
I  the  San  Francisco  labor  leader,  at  ure.i- 
ent  under  sentence  of  1  uil|  i|i|~rf!iii 
lnnfirt  ifl*"  PlWul,. nsu   throng. 

NEWS  OF  MOONEY  CASE 

COMES  VIA  PETR0GRAO 


Until     Russian      Demonstration,     Many 
Americana  Ware  Ignorant  of  Frame- 
up,  Says  the  Globs. 

"Discussing  the,  Mooney  case,  rhe 
Globe  said  yesterday. 

"Remarkable  Is  It  That  no  inconsider- 
able  number  of   Americans   will    learn 

of  Thomas  J.  .Mooney  becftu«e  radicals 


1 1 1  .*  i     i 


:  brought  to  "trial." 
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emf>aaay"ln    nrotesf    against    his    pvfrii, 

tion.    which    the    Petrngrad     agitators 
mietakenly  assumed   haa  occurred. 
"YetJ»"««^a8e  of  Mooney    yhn«>  I 


HOW  GOOD  IS  YOUR  MEMORY?  Photograph 
shows  clipping  from  the  New  York  "Call,"  of 
April  26,  1917.  Notice  Itow  this  organ  of  the 
socialist  party  treated  t/te  demonstration  led  by 
Lenin  before  the  American  Embassy  in  Petro- 
grad  demanding  t/ie  release  of  Mooney  and  Bil- 
lings, and  note  the  lying,  counter-revolutionary 
reference  to  Lenin  as  a  "German  agent."  The 
Petrograd  demonstration  attracted  world  wide  at- 
tention to  the  frame-up  and  was  responsible  for 
saving  Mooney  and  Billings  from  the  gallows. 

all  other  colonial  lands,  have  proven  themselves 
the  most  unscrupulous  running-dogs  of  the  im- 
perialists. 

This  is  especially  important  because  the  in- 
tervention of  the  imperialists  against  our  revo- 
lution— as  well  as  against  those  in  the  other  col- 
onial countries — is  supported  by  the  social-re- 
formist elements  in  the  homelands  of  imperial- 
ism. Thus  the  British  Labor  Party  approves  the 
handing  over  daily  of  suspected  rcvolut 
workers  arrested  in  the  British  (alias  "Interna- 
tional") Settlement  at  Shanghai  to  the  Kuomin- 
tang butchers,  to  be  fearfully  tortured  and  then 
executed.  Similarly,  the  socialist  party  of  France 
has  never  once  raised  a  protest  against  the  same 
state  of  affairs  in  the  French  Co: 
Shanghai.  Scores  of  former  Kaiserist  army  of- 
ficers have  become  military  advisors  to  the  Nan- 
king Murder  Government  and  the 
eratic  party  of  Germany  not  only  has  not  had 
a  word  to  Bay  in  oppositin  but  on  the  other  hand 
actively  upholds  the  Kuomintang  despotism. 
American  gold  and  military  supplii 
advisors,  of  all  kinds,  are  at  the  Butcher,  Chiang 
Kai-shih's  disposal. 

(From  the  Appeal  of  the  Red  Aid  of  China 
to  the  workers  and  farmers  of  the  entire  world 
to  support  the  Chinese  Revoluti 


Workers  and  Peasants  Build  the  Red  Army 


Voroshil 

of      the 


Red    soldiers    listening 

to    the    latest    tie 
broadcast  from  fower-    I 


/    detachment  of  Red 
cavalry. 


irmy    soldii 
dormitory  during 
rest  hour.  On  the  walls 
r traits  and 
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"The  Nineteen,"  a  Vitid  Not  el  of  the  Red  Army  in  Action  Against  Imperialist  Invaders 

M  i  i  \  i\    P.    Li  iv 

J1  .is   factual  •    the    Red   Army   and   the      how  i\ 

und  in  novels  and  stories.     Honks  like  thi  I    the   I    v  ^  K. 

it'  they  are  accurate  and  well  done,  give  a  shar]  the  transforma-      is  probably  the  I 

tion  which  iIh    Bolshevik  Revolution  Has  made  in  the  lives  of  the  people.       j  ind  their  sti 

Such  a  book,  for  example,  as  "The  Plan  of 

is  of  the  i  tells  ua  what  is   ictually  happening 

in  the  first  worker-  nits'   republic;   such  a  bool  :  shows 


THE  NOVEMBER  MARTYRS 

Joe  Hill  Shot  Nov.  1915;  Everett  Massacre,  Nov.  1916;  Murder  Centralia  Boys  Nov.  1919 

By  Vern  Smith 

T^OR  some  reason  the  most  murderous 
assaults  on  the  working  class  in  West- 
ern United  States  took  place  in  Novem- 
ber. On  November  19,  1915,  they  shot 
Joe  Hill  to  death  in  the  prison  yard  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  capital  of  Mormonism, 
sugar  beets,  railroads,  metal  mining  and 
of  the  Utah  Construction  Company.  These 
interests,  ecclesiastical  and  lay,  were  the 
murderers  of  the  "Rebel  Song  Bird." 

On  November  5,  1916,  Sheriff  Mc- 
Rae,  filled  with  booze  and  bloodlust,  but 
not  too  drunk  to  know  what  his  orders 
were  from  the  lumber  barons,  gave  the 
command  to  fire  to  his  assortment  of  pa- 
triots and  plain  hired  gunmen  at  Everett, 
Washington,  and  killed  Felix  Baran, 
Hugo  Gerlot,  Gustav  Johnson,  John  Loo- 
ney,  Abraham  Rabinowitz,  and  at  least 
twelve  others  unidentified  and  unknown, 
but  all  lumber  workers. 

On  November  11,  1919,  the  American 
Legion  paraders  in  the  lumber  city  of 
Centralia,  Washington,  heeded  the  whis- 
tle of  another  gunman  captain  of  the 
lumber  lords  and  made  a  bloody,  pre- 
arranged and  murderous  attack  on  the  hall 
of  the  Lumber  Workers  Industrial  Union 
of  the  I.  W.  W.  As  a  result  of  this 
attack  many  workers  were  tortured;  one, 
Wesley  Everest,  was  both  tortured  and 
lynched,  seven  were  sentenced  to  twenty- 
-five  to  forty  years  in  prison  and  one  ille- 
gally to  an  indeterminate  number  of  years 
as  insane.  Only  this  year  has  this  "insane" 
man  been  released.  Another,  also,  of  that 
group  has  just  left  the  prison  walls — he 
left  as  a  corpse. 

Each  of  these  cases  of  martyrdom  of 
workers  sprang  directly  out  of  terrific  la- 
bor struggles.  In  1914,  when  Joe  Hill 
was  arrested,  the  metal  miners  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  region  were  engaged  in 
innumerable  fights.  Starting  with  strikes, 
these  struggles  developed  into  a  continuous 
running  straggling  gun  battle-;  small 
groups  of  heavily  armed  company  gun- 
men shooting  it  out  with  little 
miners  up  in  lonely  canyons  above  the 
mines.  That  was  the  year  of  the  Ludlow 
acre,  when  Colorado  state  militia 
units,  il    entirely    from    con 

guards,  still  drawing  company  pay,  but 
uniformed  and  armed  by  the  state,  at- 
tacked the  tent  colony  of  evicted  miners 
at  Ludlow,  and  in  spite  of  the  d 
put  up  by  armed  miners  whose  filing  line 
had    !  nee   away, 


Modern  logging  machinery  now  being  used  in  the  industry  in  which  the  Centralia  and  Everett  boys 
worked  for  many  years.  Photo  shows  use  of  cat  :rfillar  tractors  in  the  Red  River  Lumber  Com- 
fany.  (Photo  by  Ewing  Galloway) 


militia   slaughtered   with    fire    and    bullets 
thirty-four  men,  women  and  children. 

In  some  of  these  battles,  it  is  probable, 
Joe  Hill  received  a  wound  on  the  hand. 
When  he  was  arrested  the  prosecution 
could  not  find  out  what  battle  or  where, 
so  they  simply  framed  him  for  the  pri- 
vate murder  of  a  store  keeper,  a  crime 
Hill  would  not  and  could  not  ever  have 
committed. 

The  Everett  Massacre  grew  out  of  the 
attempts  to  unionize  the  shingle  weavers 
of  the  Puget  Sound  region.  Men  were 
organizing  against  conditions  that  not  only 
condemned  them  to  low  wages  and  long 
hours,  but  which  maimed  and  crippled 
them. 

American  Federation  of  Labor  shingle 
weavers  and  I.  W.  W.  loggers  were  on 
strike,  and  the  I.  W.  W.  finding  its  or- 
ganization meetings  broken  up,  staged  the 
usual  "free  spi  t."    The  terror  vis- 

ited upon  both  I.  W  .  W",  and  A.  F.  of  L. 
unionists  alike  was  staggering.     Hundreds 
beaten  up,  forced  to  run  the  gaunt- 
let and  flogged,  clubbed,  jailed.     A  call 
for  volunteers  want  out,  and  two  boatloads 
d    from   Seattle  on   the   daj    of   the 
ti  re.     When  the   first   boat,  1 1 1 ■ 
rnna,  got  to  thi  il   was  placed  under 

a  murdero  rifles  and  shot 


guns  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff's  men 
who  were  in  ambush  there.  The  slaughter 
was  unprovoked  and  without  warning. 
Some  of  the  men  on  the  boat  shot  back, 
among  them  being  a  stool  pigeon  who 
couldn't  stand  being  fired  upon  by  his  own 
gang- 
Two  of  the  sheriff's  gang  were  killed, 
and  every  known  unionist  was  arrested  for 
that.  None  of  the  murderous  rifllemen 
assembled  by  the  sheriff  were  arrested  for 
the  seventeen  known  dead,  and  over  twen- 
ty-eight wounded  among  the  workers. 

Such  was  the  power  of  the  workers'  de- 
fense organization  in  the  case  that  all  had 
to  be  dismissed,  but  one,  Thomas  H.  Tra- 
nd  the  jury  acquitted  him.  This  shows 
the  vital  need  of  immediate  mobilization 
of  the  workers  in  labor  cases,  and  it 
tiveness. 

In  the  midst  of  post-war  tenor  these 
men  did  not  get  an  adequate  defense.  The 
always  tries  to  convict.  There  is  no 
such  thing  as  "fairness"  or  "equality"  be- 
fon  tin  I  ipitallSt  law.  Rescuing  tin 
tims  of  the  boss  class  depends  on  power, 
on   mass  support,   on   01  in    and   ac- 

tivity,   on    protests    against     lailroadin 

strikes.    Build  the  International  I.  ibor  D< 

ht    for  the   release   of   tli 

ning    November  martyrs! 
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RED  RUSSIA  IN  THE  MOVIES:  1917-19 JO 
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Slii ring  scene  from  "Ten 
Days  That  Shook  the 
World."  Lenin  is  shown 
addressing  the  First  All- 
Soviet  Congress. 

Scene  from  "  The 
Old  and  The  New," 
Bisenstein's  power- 
ful film  of  collec- 
tivization under  the 
Five    Year    Plan. 

Scene  from  "Turksib," 
film  of  Turkestan-Siberian 
railroad,  recently  com- 
pleted. Typical  peasants 
who  will  benefit  by  the 
railroad. 
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Working  Class  Leaders  Expose  the  Fish  Committee 


EMiDAIIL 


TT  was  the  mera- 
bers  of  the  Fish 
Committee,  which 
travels  under  the 
fancy  name  of  the 
"Congres- 
sional  Committee 
Investigat- 
ing Communism," 
who  were  forced 
to  take  the  witness 
stand  when  three 
workingclass  lead- 
ers, J.  Louis  Eng- 
dahj,  general  sec- 
retary of  the  In- 
ternational Labor 
Defense,  M.  J. 
Olgin,  editor  of 
the  Morning  Frei- 
heit,"  and  Louis 
Bebrits,  editor  of 
the  "Uj  Elore," 
Hungarian  Com- 
munist daily,  were 
subpoenaed  during 
the  last  sessions 
held  in  the  De- 
partment of  Jus- 
tice offices  in  New 
York  City. 

All    three    wit- 
nesses  sharply   ex- 
posed the  fact  that 
the  committee  was 
formed     for     the 
purpose  of  pushing 
thru  oppressive  measures  against  the  work- 
ing class  and  against  the  foreign-born  par- 
ticularly. 


BEBRITS 


Engdahl  quickly  placed  the  committee 
on  the  defensive  by  exposing  its  real  pur- 
pose. He  vigorously  denounced  the  action 
of  the  committee  in  refusing  to  permit  his 
statement  to  go  into  the  record,  and  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  anti-workingclass 
propaganda  of  obvious  perjurers  had  been 
heartily  welcomed  by  the  committee. 

In  replying  to  questions  the  witness 
brought  forward  the  principal  issues  raised 
in  the  statement  which  the  committee  tried 
to  suppress.  He  especially  called  attention 
to  the  growing  unemployment,  the  sharp- 
ening attacks  on  the  working  class  and  the 
role  of  the  I.L.D.  in  resisting  these  attacks. 
Seated  left  to  right  in  top  photo  are:  Hall 
of  Mississippi;  Eslick,  of  Tennessee;  Fish, 
of  New  York;  Nelson,  of  Maine,  and 
Bachman  of  West  Virginia.  The  other 
gentry  include  a  varied  astortment  of  De- 
partment of  Justice  dicks,  high-salaried 
stoolpigeons,  etc:  The  witness  shown  testi- 
fying before  the  Committee  is  a  pulp 
manufacturer  raving  for  an  embargo  on 
Soviet  lumber. 


William  Z.  Foster,  leader  of  the  March 
6th  Unemployed  Delegation  lifted  the  lid 
off  New  York  City's  prisons  at  a  N.  Y. 
District  I.  L.  D.  banquet  Oct.  22. 

Foster  and  Amter  were  released  recent- 
ly after  serving  prison  sentences  of  six 
months  each.  They  are  on  parole  for  the 
next  two  and  one-half  years  and  can  be 
flung  back  in  jail  on  the  flimsiest  pretext. 
Minor  is  now  recovering  from  an  emer- 
gency operation. 

Foster,  in  his  speech  told  how  the  city's 
prisons  are  schools  for  the  creation  of 
criminals  and  described  the  barbarous 
medieval  treatment  of  drug  addicts  and 
feeble-minded  prisoners.  Reporting  that  the 
food  given  the  men  is  "nothing  but  gar- 
bage," Foster  charged  that  "money  can  buy 
anything  in  fail,  including  the  keys  to  the 
outer  gates." 

On  the  night  of  their  release  Foster  and 
Amter  addressed  27,000  workers  at  a 
Communist  Party  Election  Rally  and  Job- 
less Demonstration  in  Madison  Sq.  Garden. 
From  the  day  of  the  arrest  of  the  Dele- 
gation, the  I.  L  D.  has  led  in  the  fight  for 
their  release.  It  now  intensifies  its  fight  to 
tree  Harry  Raymond. 


FIGHTING  BACK  THE  IMPERIALIST  THREAT.  (From 
"Pravda,"  ocicial  organ  of  Communist  Party  of  Soviet  Union.  By 
Fred  Ellis,  Daily  Worker  staff  cartoonist,  now  in  Moscow. 
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IN  THE  LACKEY'S  ROOM.  All  ready  to  serve  the  imperialist 
masters:  I.  the  socialist  party;  2.  the  church  serving  "opium  to  the 
people";  3.  fascism;  4.  the  police  and  the  courts. 
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WOODLAWN,  1926-1930 

Muselin,  Resetar,  Zima  Jailed  by  Steel  Trust;  I.  L.  D.  tights  for  Anthracite  Defendants 


IT  is  now  nearlj    i  the  iron 

gates  nt   tin-  All  unity  Work- 

house at  Blawnox,  Pa.,  closed  upon  Milan 

Resetar, 
Zima  and  Pete 
Muselin,  three 
militant  work- 
iow  serv- 
ing five  years 
under  the 
infamous 
Flynn  anti-se- 
dition law-  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Woodlawn, 
n  o  w    known 
a  s    Aliquippa, 
is  a  small  steel 
elm  town      located 

on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio  River  in  the  Pittsburgh  dis- 
trict. The  town 
is  owned  and 
completely  dom- 
inated b  v  t  h  e 
Jones  &  Laugh- 
lin  Steel  Corpor- 
ation. 

It  was  a  small 
group  of  Com- 
munists under  the 
leadership 
of  these  three 
workers,  w  h  0 
carried  on  a  vig-  Resetar 

orous     campaign 

of   propaganda   among  the   steel   slaves   of 
this    little   'town.      The    bosses,    realizing 


\.  Jakira 

that    this   activitj 
fruit,  that  the  worker 

t,  found  it  11  to  take 

n  Armisi 

11,    1926,   a    "Red   raid"    v.  d,   the 

the  most  active  Communists  were 
ransacked,  literature  confiscated  in  a  fash- 
ion typical  of  the  old  1 .  s  in  Rus- 
ind  the  more  recent  A.  Mitchell 
Palmer.  The  raid  was  conducted  by  the 
joint  forces  of  the  local  p  state 
iid  the  private  police  oi  the  [ones 
&  Laughll'n  Steel  Corporation. 

Eleven   workers  were  arrested,   hut 
to  the  efforts  of  the   International    I 
Defense,   several   of    them    were    released 
and    only     four    were     placed     on     trial, 
ed  with  violation  of  the  Flynn  anti- 
sedition  law  of  Pennsylvania.     Am 

nnaires,   professional  spies,   agents   of 
the  J.  &  L.,  were  called  to  testify  falsely 
i^t    the    defendants,    who    themselves 
boldly  admitted  that  they  were  Communists 
ami  that  they  consider  it  necessary  to  or- 
ganize the  miserably  exploited  steel  workers. 
A    jiirv    was   selected   the    foreman    of 
which    was   a   notorious   leader   of   the   Ku 
Klux  Klan  of  Ambridge,   Pa.,  across  the 
river.   After  a  farci- 
cal    trial     lasting     a 
week,  Judge  McCon- 
nell,  a  hireling  of  the 
steel  corporation,  sen- 
tenced   the    three   de- 
fendants to  five  years 
at   hard    labor   in   the 
;  nti   workhouse. 
I  he    fourth   defend- 


ant, V 
■ 
Thi 

and   s  u  p  r  i 

'  • 
its  upheld  the 
^on, 
:  the  Supreme 
irt  of  thi 

the 
al. 

Since  the 
Wood]  iwn  trial 
the   sedition    and 

ninal  synd 

Nt  laws  have  been 
used  more  and  more  In   th< 
the  workers,  not  only  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
thruout   the   entire   country.      In   Chester, 
Pa.,  Peltz  and   Holmes  i  stiff 

sentences  while  Bill  Lawrence  in  Philadel- 
phia is  in  jail,  and  five  militants  in  the 
Anthracite  region  are  .:  trial. 

In    California   six   workei 
from  three  to  42  \  tried 

to  organize  the  cantaloupe  v.  f  the 


Zirnu 


■    at  wort  with  a  pict  at  a  point  where  a  machine  cannot  bl 


Imperial  Valley,  am 
r,  is  undi 
The  Internal 

all  the  victims 

u  John  L. 

vs.   The  t 
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WORKERS,  PEASANTS  OF  U.S.S.R. 


W  Ja/re  KJlsindlO  Jahre  des  Kampfes 
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H  5-YEAR  PLAN  DESPITE  ATTACKS 


£3%  Gi^JZZ>*4^Z> 


construction     tn 
I.R.,  as  s/iouti  in 
hand  page. 
Workers    at    a 
on  meeting  listen- 
report  of  social- 
etition  in  connec- 
h  the  advance  of 
"Sear  Plan.  There 
12   million  Rus- 
kers  organized  in 
r  trade  unions  in 
S.R.     Top   riglit: 

Russian    J  i 

enter     left:      The 

of     New    Russia 

workshop    meth- 

I 

buying      books. 

right:        Rusdan 

shops  mak- 

ible,   by   their  en- 

and  industry,  the 

on    of    the    Five 

an    in    four   years. 
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Glimpsed  under  the  guns  of  the  battles/up  "Witt  Virginia,"  the  fleet   of   th 
Ships  of  the  fl,  ■>  formation  past  the  U.S.S. 

n  of  the  U.  S.     Th,  r  -'West  Virginia"  fort-. 


War  Department  Schedules  Show  How  American 
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ry  is  Now  Being  Prepared  for  the  Next  Imperialist  War 


*«m  *o.  urn. 

"® 

By  Sender  Gari 

ttT  ND1   -  1  RIAL  P 
•*■  'J  Ins  is  the  k 

■ 

rurni>h   i  "It 

lis  militarist,  "the-  e  na- 

tion  with   its  resources  of  every  kino  I    the   ma- 

the  nation  in  war." 
ii  Empin   is  rushing  hi  new 

bloody  world  i 

primarily  against  tl  id  in  all 

other  capitalist  powers  with   whom  at  the   same  time  it 
.  death-grip  for  the  exploit   I  the  world  mar- 

Onlv  the  deep  economic  ci 
and  the  growing  resistance  of  the  masses  keeps  the  impe- 
rialists from  rushing  at  each  other's  thro 

aid    this    objective    war    preparations    ai 
ishly  being  made — day  by  day  and  in  a  highly  organized 
form.      The   basis   for  these  war  plans   is  the  so-called 
Procurement  Plan  worked  out  by  the  war  department. 

ctf"     "Disarmament:"     This  is  the  patter  which 
the  masses  are  fed  in  order  to  disguise  the  real  business 
hack-stage.     In  speeches  to  their  masters,  the  Am 
industrialists,  the  war  mongers  are  utterly  frank  and  not 
infrequently  boastful. 

Supporting  Brig.  Gen.  Moseley  is  the  Hon.  Frederick 
H.  Payne,  assistant  secretary  of  war.  Appearing  recent- 
ly   before   the   convention   of   the    American    Hardware 
Manufacturers'  Association  in  Atlantic  City,  Payr. 
just  what  the  Procurement  Plan  m 

To  provide  for  the  desired  distribution  of  the  produc- 
tion task,  Payne  stated,  the  country  has  been  divided  into 
14  districts,  (as  revealed  in  the  war  department  Exhibit). 
Based  on  information  obtained  thru  detailed  industrial 
surveys,  the  initial  war  load  is  apportioned  to  districts  in 
accordance  with  their  respective  capacities  to  absorb  it. 
Speaking  once  more,  on  October  17,  before  the  So- 
ciety of  Industrial  Engineers,  assembled  at  the  Mayflower 
Hotel  in  Washington,  on  the  industrial  preparedness  of 
the  U.  S.  for  quick  entry  into  a  world  war,  the 
ant  secretary  of  the  war  declared: 

"In  my  office  are  del  V rmy 

.•i  the  procurement  of  current  supplies,  and  those  to 
(  Con  tin:. 


war   defartmt 
shows  the  workings  of  the  Pre 
greater  detail  in  the 
readiness  c  I 
dustrial  material  on  24  hours  r. 

out,  with  a  cor. 
corrc- 

'libit. 
The  last  statement  (on  the  ri. 
is  the  Schedule  of  Production,  : 
xkes  to  fun 

at  the  end  of  the  first  mc  >. 
If  to  10,00  0 
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Expose  Wall  Street  Government  War  Preparations 

Confidential    Exhibits    Reveal    Methods   Being   Used  to  Harness   Industry. 


(Continued  from  previous  page) 
be  employed  in  the  event  <we  should  be  thrust 
into  a  major  war.  (Refer  to  Exhibit — EDI- 
TOR.) In  addition  I  have  the  responsibility  of 
developing  a  plan  under  which  the  industrial  and 
economic  resources  of  this  country  can  be  mob- 
ilized into  an  efficient  national  team  in  the  even! 
of  war." 

Representing  the  "citizens  of  this  country,"  the 
U.  S.  Chamber  of  Commerce,  spearhead  of  mu- 
nitions and  other  manufacturers,  appears  period- 
ically before  Congress  with  insistent  demands  for 
the  adoption  of  "educational  order"  schemes,  a 
basic  aspect  of  the  Procurement  Plan. 

The  purpose  of  "educational  orders"  is  to 
provide  "practice"  in  the  production  of  muni- 
tions and  war  supplies  to  general  manufactur- 
ers. So-called  "educational  orders"  are  already 
being  used  to  test  the  speed  of  big  industrial  es- 
tablishments in  shifting  gears  to  war-time  pro- 
duction. 

In  explaining  this,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  National  Defense  of  the  U.  S.  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  in  a  speech  made  recently 
to  the  Army  Ordnance  Department  at  Chamber 
headquarters,  said : 

"As  the  matter  now  stands,  the  responsible 
manufacturer  has  no  expereince  whatever  in 
peace  time  with   the  production   of   munitions." 

Notice  that  the  speaker,  presumably  a  civilian, 
a  business  man,  is  addressing  a  military  body! 

A  bill  now  before  Congress  would  give  the 
secretary  of  war  power  to  place  "educational 
war  orders"  for  munitions  without  advertising 
bids  or  without  being  bound   to  award  them   to 


the  lowest  possible  bidder.  The  war  department, 
in  other  words,  is  preparing  the  great  industrial 
concerns  to  turn,  overnight,  from  the  making  of 
automobiles,  typewriters,  sewing  machines  and 
machine  tools  into  the  making  of  munitions  and 
other  war   supplies. 

War  department  officials  state  that  mobiliza- 
tion, both  men  and  industry,  could  be  affected 
immensely  faster  than  in  the  world  war.  This 
means  at  least  1,000,000  men  mobilized  with  full 
equipment,  food,  supplies  for  the  field,  clothing, 
etc.,  within  30  days. 

There  are  now  14,623  manufacturing  concerns 
that  have  been  allocated  (mobilized  for  war 
production) ,  to  date,  according  to  General  Mose- 
ley's  office.  And,  coolly  announces  the  general: 
"If  any  manufacturer  should  decline  to  be  allo- 
cated, we  will  have  his  raw  materials  cut   off." 

In  addition  there  are  now  30,341  manufac- 
turers, large  and  small,  whose  material  is  sub- 
ject to  these  allocations,  but  which  have  not  as 
yet  been  definitely  made.  It  is  estimated  that 
these  industries  could  turn  from  present  produc- 
tion to  war  production  almost  immediately. 

The  war  department,  incidentally,  has  just 
completed  a  survey  of  the  machine  tool  industry 
in  such  centers  as  Youngstown,  Cleveland,  Pitts- 
burgh, Detroit  and  Chicago. 

What  is  more,  the  war  department  watches 
carefully  all  raw  materials  for  use  in  war,  and 
keeps  a  systematic,  almost  daily  check-up  of  all 
imports  into  every  country  in  the  world.  For 
example,  should  Japan  or  England  begin  to  im- 
port  more   than   what   seems   to   be   a   "normal" 


amount  of  airplane  spruce,  the  war  department 
begins  to  ask  the  reason  why,  and  casts  a  belliger- 
ent eye  in  their  direction. 

Side  by  side  with  these  preparations  for  war 
mobilization  of  industry  go  secret  plans  for  trans- 
forming the  chemical  industry  into  the  most 
horrible  and  devastating  engine  of  human  de- 
struction in  history.  So  it  is  not  for  nothing  that 
Mr.  Ernest  T.  Trigg,  president  of  the  John 
Lucas  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  paints  and  chemi- 
cals, is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  National 
Defense  of  the  U.  S.  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His 
colleagues  on  the  committee  include  H.  H.  Rice 
of  General  Motors;  A.  J.  Brosseau,  president  of 
Mack  Trucks,  Inc.;  Frederick  J.  Haynes,  presi- 
dent of  Durant  Motors;  C.  R.  Gray,  president 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  and  W.  L.  Clause, 
chairman  of  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Co.  and 
director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Pittts- 
burgh. 

With  the  sharpened  war  preparations,  persecu- 
tion of  militant  workers  becomes  ever  greater. 
As  the  imperialist  conflict  approaches,  the  bosses 
will  begin  to  fill  the  prisons  with  those  who 
point  out  to  the  workers  being  sent  to  slaugh- 
ter, that  this,  like  all  previous  imperialist  wars, 
is  a  war  for  the  benefit  of  the  bankers  and  in- 
dustrialists. 

It  will  be  the  International  Labor  Defense 
which  will  defend  these  workers  and  help  to 
maintain  their  dependents.  The  building  of  a 
mass  defense  organization  must  go  hand  in  hand 
with  the  struggle  against  imperialist  war  prep- 
arations and  the  threatened  attack  on  the  Soviet 
Union. 


How  the  Soviet  Cartoonists  Portray  World  Capitalism 
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THE  FRUIT  OF  CAPITALISM  (Pravda) 


"VOTE  FOR  ME!"  (Pravda) 
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PA3AABHM  TAAHHY 
MOUlHbM  K0HTPHACTYI1/1EHHEM 

IlPO  JlEIAfinATA-. 

SMASHING   THE  HAND  OF  FASCISM 


vo  I  ces  t  Prison 

Trust  Boss  Courts,  Reverend  Thomas  Urges 

"HAVE    FAITH    IN   OUR    INSTITUTIONS"— 1 
party  ami  member  ii 

old    worker,   who   was   framed    U] 
Island.     IK-  has 

ing  note  was  attached,   Williamson   writes: 
"I  am  a  Spanish  War  veteran  and  sen 
Olympic.      !  ts  in  the  World    War.       1 

certificates  and   chart.  nt  of  hav- 


Peter    Darck,    militant    window    washer, 
who   is  in  >ng  a    term,   for 

strike  activity). 

Correction   Hospital, 
Welfare  Island,  N.  V. 
Dear  Comrades: 

Received  your  second  money-order  for  wheih 
I  thank  you  a  lot;  it  comes  in  very  handy.  I 
also  appreciate  the  weekly  support  of  my  family. 
Mv  wife  wrote  me  on  that  up  to  date  she  has 
received  from  the  I.L.D.  two  money  orders:  one 
for  $15  and  the  other  for 

We  do  not  receive  regularly  any  papers  here, 
onlv  occasionally  the  News,  World,  and  Hearst's 
of  back  date.  I  wish  I  could  read  our  own 
papers'  reports  on  our  demonstrations.  We  both 
(another  worker,  also  in  jail  for  strike  activitj  ), 
are  set  bodily  and  spiritually  to  go  thru  the  bal- 
ance of  our  terms. 

With  best  wishes  and  comradely  greetings, 
yours  for  the  unconditional  release  of  the  At- 
lanta and  other  political  prisoners, 

PETER  DARCK. 
■ 
Dear  Comrades: 

I  have  written  you  a  letter  thanking  you  for 
your  letter  and  money  order,  but  that  money 
order  was  censored  and  held  by  the  oihce  of 
the  above  institution.  Deputy  Warden  Mr. 
Deeley  has  informed  me  in  a  courteous  but  firm 
manner  that  from  now  on  no  letters  that  con- 
tain undue  criticism,  to  his  estimation,  will  be 
allowed  to  go  out  with  a  risk  of  being  pub- 
lished. 

With  comradely  greetings.  It  will  not  be 
long  now ! 

PETER  DARCK 


(From  the  wife  of  one  of  the  Ccntralia  boys) 

Gate,  Wash. 
Sept.  27,  1930. 
Dear  Fellow  Workers: 

I  just  received  my  monthly  allowance  from 
you  and  I  can't  tell  you  how  much  I  do  appre- 
ciate you  fellow  workers  kindness  in  the  strug- 
gle for  freedom.  I  am  sure  glad  to  have  friends 
like  you,  fellow  work 

I  remain  yours  truly  in  the  fight  for  freedom. 
MRS.  GER  I  IK   BLAND. 


(From  the  Editor  of  "1  Lithuanian  Com- 

munist   daily) 

Oct.  6,    1930. 
Dear  Comrades: 

Comrade  Frank    Da 
of   age,   who   died    Sept.    2"    at   the   Welfare    Is- 
land  Institute  of  I    $50   to   the   In- 
ternational Labor    I 

irade  Daoson   »as,  all  his  life 
ic  to  the  labor  i  md   supported   it   mor- 

ally   anil    financially, 

'i  out  -   Comrai 


st    19,    . 


Jjague  for  Industrial  ^Democracy 

Imcorporaltd 

112  East  19th  Street,  New  York  City 

Telephone  Algonquin  5865 
Cable  Address:  "Liaoindem"  New  Your. 

Object:  Education  jor  a  new  social  order  based  on 
production  for  use  and  not  jor  profit. 


Mr.  J.  L.  Williamson,  If-  </  </  I  if 
East  55th  Street, 
Welfare  Island, 
Mew  York  city. 

::.y   dear  Mr.  v.'illiamson: 


I  have  read,  with  interest  your  letter  of  August  10th 
and  once  more  regret  that  I  haven't   the   time  or  the  power   to   io 
a  small  part  of  the   things   I   should  like   to  do  in  cases   like 
yours-        I   should   think  some  of  your  friends    in   these   patriotic-, 
societies  you   have    na.r.ed   ..ouli   be    in    a   far    ;     tter   position    thar 

I    to  co:tie   to  your  help  and    to   see    that   you    Jet   *.--,<,'     ■^tice'to 

vThich   you  like  every  citizen   are   entitled?"^  " 


Sincerely  yours, 


NT:  S3 


12646 


ing  cards  of  our  when  aresl 

League,  etc.),  Judge  l      Notl   sent  me  to  this  institu-  lid   if  he  had  his  way  he  would  send 

all   the  comrades  to  prison   who   I  is  in    their   | 

"I  was  working  as  a  first  cook  when  thi  ■'    and    held    me    :n    I 

Prison  awaiting  trial   for  four   mom 

Thomas,   take   note,  not   only   urges  this  worker  to  have  faith  "in  thi 
US  are  entitled,"  but   tries  to  throw    him 


From  San  Q 

Long  time  has  passed  that   1  didn't 
I  haw  i m  thanking  you  very 

much,  irk  for  the  cl> 

you   have  taken  steps   in  my  ease,  therefore  I  am 
thank 

is    in    here.       I 


ucntin  Prison 

r  our 

Mil 


Foward  With  the  Eight  Months'  Plan! 

Discuss   November-June    Program;    Mobilize  for  Action  at  Mass  Membership  Meet- 
ings, Nov.  1 1,  43d  Anniversary  of  Hanging    of    Chicago  Haymarket  Martyrs. 


A  N  outline  for  the  development  of  an  Eight 
Months'  Plan  of  Work  for  the  International 
Labor  Defense  forces  over  the  nation  (November, 
1930 — June,  1931),  has  been  adopted  by  the  Nation- 
al Executive  Committee  and  sent  to  all  District 
Committees  of  the  I.L.D.,  to  all  affiliated  organiza- 
tions, to  all  militant  trade  unions  and  to  sympa- 
thetic  organizations. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Election  Campaign 
Nov.  4th,  and  the  holding  of  the  13th  Soviet  Anni- 
versary Celebrations,  Nov.  7th,  the  September-No- 
vember Drive  comes  to  an  end. 

MASS  MEMBERSHIP  MEETINGS 
The  Eight  Months'  Plan  of  Work  must  be  launched 
before  the  whole  working  class  through  Mass  Mem- 
bership Meetings,  at  which  all  sympathizers,  including 
as  broad  sections  of  the  working  class  as  possible, 
are  drawn  in,  on  Tuesday,  November  11th,  the  Forty- 
third  Anniversary  of  the  hanging  of  the  five  Hay- 
market  Martyrs  in  Chicago,  Nov.  11,  1887.  This  is 
a  fitting  anniversary  for  launching  the  new  drive  of 
the  I.L.D.  leading  up  to  its  Fifth  National  Con- 
vention on  June  27-28,  1931,  the  Sixth  Anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  our  organization. 

These  membership  meetings  must  be  held  in  every 
city  where  there  is  an  I.L.D.  membership  and  dis- 
trict and  local  work  for  building  a  supplementary 
Eight  Months'  Plan  to  the  National  and  International 
Program  must  be  presented,  discussed  and  agreed  on. 
The  outline  for  the  Eight  Months'  Plan  is  as  follows: 

AN    OUTLINE   OF   WORK 
The  outstanding   problem  of  the  International   La- 
bor Defense  is  the  energetic  development  of  the  mass 
character  of  its  protest  campaigns  and  the  rooting  of 
these  activities  in  the  factories  and  workshops. 

In  order  to  get  better  results  n  the  future  it  is 
necessary  that  all  would  be  more  carefully  planned ; 
that  programs  be  prepared  sufficiently  far  in  ad- 
vance in  order  to  give  ample  time  for  all  preliminary 
tasks  necessay  for  effective  mobilization.  While  in- 
tensifying the  carrying  through,  in  every  respect,  of 
the  September-November  Class  War  Prsoners'  De- 
fense and  Liberation  Drive,  the  National  Executive 
Committee   proposes  the   following: 

CONVENTION  IN  JUNE 

1.  That  we  ask  the  MOPR  for  permission  to  hold 
the  Fifth  National  Convention  of  the  I.L.D.  on 
June  27-28,  Saturday-Sunday,  1931,  the  Sixth  Anni- 
versary of  the  I.L.D. 

2.  That  on  this  basis  we  immediately  begin  pre- 
paring an  Eight  Months'  Plan  of  Worker,  Novem- 
ber 1930 — June  1931,  which  will  grow  out  of  and 
immediately  follow  the  September-November  Drive, 
which  has  now  been  planned  through  the  13th  Soviet 
Anniversary,  November  7,   1930. 

3.  That  this  plan  of  work  be  popularized  so  as  to 
bring  not  only  the  membership,  but  all  sympathizing 
elements  into  activity  to  carry  it  through. 

+.  That  the  importance,  character  and  place  of  va- 
rious defense  actions  be  analyzed  in  order  to  work 
them  all  into  the  general  campaign  for  the  Eight- 
Month  Period.  Such  analysis,  of  course,  can  only 
anticipate  the  attacks  against  labor  that  may  arise 
during  this  coming  period.  We  must,  however,  defin- 
tely  organize  in  much  greater  detail,  and  link  up  the 
drves  in  resistance  to  such  persecutions  as  the  fol- 
lowing: 

'lanta 
Imperial   Valley 

c)  New  York  and  Milwaukee  Unemployed  Dele- 
gations. 

d)  Deportations. 

e)  Lynching*. 

f)  Attacks  on  Foreign-Born  Workers. 

g)  Sedition. 

h)    Injunctions — New   York,   Article   600. 
i)   Mlneola. 
j)    Harry   Eisman. 
k)    Mooney  and  Billings. 
1)  The  Ccntralia   Prisoners,  etc.,  etc. 
5.  The  Eight   Months'  Plan  mm' 
the  goal  that  is  sought  by  the  time  of  the  Fifth  Na- 


tional onvention  for  the  various  activites  carried  on 
by  the  ILD  as  follows: 

REACH   FOREIGN-BORN 

a)  Educational  and  Propaganda  work.  Program  of 
literature  to  be  issued:  books,  pamphlets,  leaflet: 

etc.  Calendar  for  1931.  Discussion  outlines,  classes, 
Worker  and  Photo  Correspondents'  Groups,  working 
out  of  suitable  material  for  all  anniversaries,  etc. 
Reports,  Bulletins  (District).  Discussion  preliminary 
to  the  Fifth  Convention. 

b)  Organization  Plan:  Organizers  and  tours; 
Membership  Drive  (individual  and  affiliation);  de- 
veloping the  I.L.D.  on  a  shop  basis;  How  best  to 
reach  all  the  various  foreign-language  groupings  with 
complete  analysis  of  this  problem  and  possibilities 
for  development  of  this  work.  The  proper  organiza- 
tion of  the  apparatus  in  the  National  Office  and  in 
the  various  District  Offices,  which  shall  be  based  on 
the  drawing  in  of  all  volunteer  assistance  possible 
and  its  careful  assignment  to  work,  careful  atten- 
tion being  given  to  drawing  in  workers  from  the 
shops.  Careful  building  up  and  functioning  of  sub- 
committees. 

c)  Work  among  Negroes,  with  special  stress  on 
work  in  the  South.  The  campaign  against  lynching, 
face  discrimination,  and  Jim  Crowism.  Commemo- 
rating  of   various   anniversaries    (Nat  Turner). 

d)  The  role  of  the  I.L.D.  in  the  South. 

e)  The  Youth. 

f)  The  Women. 

g)  The  Farmers. 

h)  The  Labor  Defender  (Editorial  and  Business"!. 
Definite  suggestions  for  issues  during  this  period, 
linking  them  up  closely  to  the  general  campaign 
Definte  campaign  for  building  the  circulation  and 
putting  the  Labor  Defender  on  a  paying  basis. 

i)  Definite  program  for  building  the  Prisoners' 
Pledge  Fund  for  the  relief  of  increasing  numbers 
of  prisoners  and  their  dependents. 

j)  Legal  aid.  The  perspective  for  this  period  and 
more  careful  education  of  membership  and  working 
class  generally  on  question  of  legal  defense  (lawyers 
and  self-defense),  bail,  fines,  appeals,  etc.,  etc.  Build- 
ing  of  legal    and   bail   committees. 

ORGANIZATION  PLANS 

k)  An  effort  to  prepare  a  budget  for  this  period, 
with  definite  analysis  of  expenditures  and  study  of 
overhead,  purely  legal  expenses,  etc.,  etc.,  in  com- 
parison with  expenditures  for  mass  campaigns,  etc. 

1)   I.L.D.  Publicity,  its  role,  requirements,  etc. 

m)  The  International  Campaign.  Relations  with 
Canada  and  Latin  America,  and  with  other  coun- 
tries.    Our  relation  to  MOPR. 

n)  Relations  with  the  industrial  unions,  having  the 
perspective  of  taking  over  all  defense  work  of  the 
militant  unions. 

6.  That  a  letter  accompanying  this  outline  of  sug- 
gestions be  immediately  sent  to  all  Distrct  Executive 
Committees,  calling  for  all  available  material  for  de- 
veloping this  Eight  Months'  Plan,  based  on  the 
problems  and  the  experiences  in  the  various  dis- 
tricts. 

7.  That  a  national  organizer  be  put  on  the  road  to 
visit  the  various  district  organizations  to  energize 
their  activities  on  the  basis  of  the  September-No- 
vember Campaign  and  to  prepare  immediately  for 
the  launching  of  the  Eight  Months'  Plan. 

8.  Research   and    Information   Bureau— Reports. 

A   major   aim   of   all  to   be   the   building 

of  a  mass  International  Labor  Defense  rooted  in  the 
workshops  of   the   nation. 


(•NOTE — A  program  of  work  in  resistance  to 
the  Atlanta  persecution  has  been  drawn  up  and  ap- 
proved by  the  National  Executive  Committee  and  sent 
to  the  District  Committees;  there  has  also  been 
adopted  a  Pacific  Coast  Program  of  work  in  re- 
sistance to  attacks  against  labor  in  the  fai 
a  program  of  struggle  against  the  sedition 
Work  based  on  other  defense  activities  will  be 
worked  out  in  greater  detail  and  co-ordinated  under 
the  Eight  Month*'  Plan.) 
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HE  DIED  IN  THE  STRUGGLE  FOR  THE 
FIRST  WORKERS  REPUBLIC— John  Reed, 
young  American  Bolshevik,  <who  sacrificed  his  life 
in  the  cause  of  the  Russian  Revolution.  Reed, 
•whose  great  book,  "TenDays  That  Shook  the 
World,"  was  hailed  by  Lenin,  died  of  typhus  in 
Moscow,  October  17,  1920.  He  lies  buried  by 
the  Kremlin  Wall. 

First  Young  Defenders'  Group 
Greets  Soviet  Anniversary 

The  Young  Defenders — Youth  Branch  of  the 
International  Labor  Defense,  was  organized  by 
a  group  of  young  workers. 

They  started  with  five  members.  The  Young 
Defenders  now  number  eighteen.  They  have  had 
interesting  discussions  on  "Unemployment," 
"Sacco  and  Vanzetti,"  and  "Religion."  They 
have  actively  participated  in  the  ILD  picnic,  the 
Cooperative  Dance,  the  Ella  May  Memorial,  etc. 

The  Young  Defenders  have  adopted  a  youth 
prisoner — Harry  Raymond  of  the  New  York 
Unemployed  Delegation. 

Write,  or  come  to  1400  Boston  Road,  Bronx, 
New  York  City.  The  Young  Defenders  want 
to  hear  from  you.  They  meet  every  Sunday 
at  4  P.  M. 

■ 

Labor  Defender  Photo  Group 

Participating  actively  in  the  struggles  of 
the  New  York  workers  is  the  Labor  De- 
fender  Photo  Group.  It  looks  upon  the 
photograph  not  as  an  ornament  but  is  a 
I  HI  weapon  in  workingclass  journal- 
ism. Many  of  the  photographs  appearing 
in  the  Labor  Defender  and  other  labor 
publications  are  taken  In'  the  Photo  Group 
which  held  an  exhibition  on  Oct.  25. 

Workers  interested  in  this  activity  should 
communicate  at  once  with  the  Labor   De- 
fender Photo  Group,  7  East  14th  St.. 
York  City. 


'The  Nineteen,"  a  Vivid  Novel   of   the  Red  Army  in  Action  Against  Imperialist  Invaders 


(Cotitinut 
vinson.     "From  the  hour  that  Levinson  had   b  i  command- 

cnt,    nobody   could    think    of    him    in    any   other   capacity."      Yet    "in    his 
chilsho  ther   in   a   second-hand    furniture  bu 

ither  had  dreamed  .ill  h is  :  rich."     Hut  the  revolution 
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i  meeting  of  the  vil 
i    mutual  dl 

new 
- 
in  among  them. 

pie  on 

the  threshing-ground  .. 

to  him  as  were  the  eighteen  wl 

I  a  man  had  to  do  fa 

"The    ■  .ful  and  beautiful   I 

other,  it  c 




I  ICE  ON 
GREETII 

On     account     of     the 
amount    of    ma- 
-vhich  had  to  be 
included  in  this  special 
issue  of  the  Labor  De- 
a,   it   was  neces- 
sary to  omit  two  pages 
tings — from  the 
.V.    Y.  district  and  af- 
filiated     organizations, 
and  from  the  Philadel- 
phia,  Boston,  Chicago, 
Conn.,     and     Scranton 
ts  of  the  I.  L.  D. 


Cover    of    "Th; 
19." 


Revolutionary  greetings  to  our  Soviet  comrades  from 

The  Workers  School 

Courses   for  U  orkers 
English — elementary,   intermediate,   advanced. 
Fundamentals   of   Communism. 
Marxian  Economics — Marxism-Leninism. 
Trade  Union  courses  for  militant  unionists. 

Advanced  courses  in  Labor  History,  Socialist  Construction,  Imperialism,  His- 
torical Materialism. 

"Training  for  the  class  sti 
YOU  C  \\  S  III  L  Rl  GISTI  R 
35  EAST  12th  STREET                                                            M  W  YORK 

!    irkers  of  th\                    ioia 

Ukrainian   Working    Women's 

a  iv 

lily 

JOHN'S  Rl  STAUR  \N  1 

;  \l.l  V    ITAL1  \N    IWslll  s 

from    the 
YORKVILLE    1   NGLISH     BRANCH 

I.  L.  D. 

meets    twice    ;l     month    at 
Czecho-S!' 
72nd  St. 

from 
THREE    WORKERS    IN     \    SI 

M.  Chai  i)  ifsky        Rubin  Hach 

T.  v 

Greetin               i  >n  rsti  is    md  S                  i  rg,  Ni  w   York 

1912, 

Of  LABOR  i  monthir  ,■ 

County  of  New   York 


Before   me,   a   Notary   Public    in    and    lor  the   State 
and    county  "crsonally    appeared    J.    Louii 

Engdahl,    who   having   been   duly   iworn   according    to 
ieposes     an  ||      he     it     the     Editor 

of  the  Labor  Defender  and  that  the  follow  in. 
the  best  of  hit  knowledge  and  belief,  a  tr  w  state- 
ment of  the  ownership,  management  (and  if  a  daily 
paper,  the  circulation),  etc.,  of  the  aforesaid  publica- 
tion for  the  date  shown  in  the  above  caption,  •• 
by  the  Act  of  August  24,  1912,  embodied  in  section 
411,  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations,  printed  on  the 
reverse   of   this   form,   to  wit: 

That    the    names    and    addresses    of    the    pu1 
editor,    managing   editor,   and    business   managers   »re: 

Publisher,    International     Labor    Defense,    SO    East 
I  lth    Street,    New    York,    N.    V. 

Editor,    J.    Louit    Engdahl,    80    East     11th 
New   York,  N.  Y. 

•  gins;  Editor,  Sender  Garlin,  80  East   11th  St, 
irk,   N.  V. 

Business  Man.iger:   Marguerite  Dunne,  SO  Es-t    1  1  Lb 

■     V. 
2.     That   the    owner    is:    (if   owned    b]  ■ 

tion,    its   nam;   and    address   must   be   stated   a 
itcly    thereunder   the    names   and    addf 
Mcrs  owning  or  holding  one  per  cent  or  more 
I    stock.      If    not   owned   by   a  cor- 
in,    the   names   and   addresses  of   the   in.  j 

owners   must   be  given.      If    owned    by   a    firm,   com- 

r   other   unincorporatro 
address,   as   well    as   those   of  each    individual    member, 
be  given.) 

itional    Labor   Defem- 
N    V 
.1.    I."uis    Engda 

!  lth 

East    11th 

- 

I  hat   the   k:  .      ..   and 

other    ■ 
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Buffalo  District  (Upstate  N.  Y.)    I.  L.  D.  and  Affiliated 
Organizations    Greet  Russian   Workers 

THE  RUSSIAN   I.L.D.  BRANCH   OF  BUFFALO 

is  sending;  its  heartiest  greetings  to  the  workers  of  the  U.S.S.R. 
on  its  1  3th  Anniversary  of  the  victorious  proletarian  revolution. 

UTICA 

Sends  greetings  to  the  workers  of  the  Soviet  Union 
on  the    13  th  anniversary  of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution. 

Greetings  from  the  Members  of  the  Tom  Mooney  Branch  and 
their  fellow  workers. 

James  Campbell                       Jacob  Hall 
Kirshner                                     Mrs.  Zimbel 
Levine                                      A  Friend 
M.  Kaminsky 

Greetings  from 

ROCHESTER 

Rochester  City  Committee  of  the  I.  L.  D. 

Jewish  Working  Women's  Council 

International  Workers  Order,  Branch  No.    191 

The  workers  and  I.  L.  D.  members  of 

SYRACUSE 

greet  the    1 3th  Anniversary  of  the  Soviet   Union. 

Greetings   from   Erie,   Pa. 

FINNISH  WORKERS'  SOCIETY 

FINNISH   WORKING  WOMEN'S  COUNCIL 

S.  J.  YHDISTYS 

315  Plum  Street,  Erie,  Pa. 

WE    PLEDGE    OURSELVES    TO    SHIELD    AND  DEFEND  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  WORKERS  OF  THE  SOVIET  UNION 
'    -      ■ 

FREE  POSTERS 

The  Labor  Defender  will  send  to  you 
without  any  charge  attractive  picture- 
posters  of  Labor  Defender  covers.  Use 
them  for  your  union  hall,  club  room,  at 
home,  or  wherever  you  and  your  fellow 
workers  gather. 

Write  for  free  poster  to 

LABOR  DEFENDER 

Room  430  80  East  1 1th  Street 

New  York 


Greetings  from 

DENVER  BRANCH 

International  Labor  Defense 
Room  313  1643  Lawrence  St. 

Edward  McCormack  M.  R. 

William  and  Helen  Dietrich 

Greetings  from 

International  Workers  Order 

Fraternal  Workers  Insurance  Organization 
32  Union  Square  New  York,  N.  Y. 


We  Southern  Workers  Join  the  International  Proletariat  in  Solidarity 
With  Our  Russian  Comrades 

MIAMI  BRANCH  OF  THE  I.L.D.,  Miami,  Florida 

INTERNATIONAL  WORKERS  ORDER,  Branch  62,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

I.  L.  D.  BRANCH  IN  SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS 


NOTICE 

Write 

to 

the 

Labor  Defender 

if  you  have  a 

1926-1927  Bound 

Volume. 

Room  430, 

80  East  11th  Street 

,  New  York 

International    Labor    Defense 

LITERATURE 

SEDITION!  By  J.  Louis  Encdahl, 

a  pamphlet   5  cents 

BREAKING  CHAINS,  Labor's 

Struggles  in  Pictures, 

An  ILD  Illustrated  Album 10  cents 

THE  ILD  CONSTITUTION 

AND  ORGANIZATION, 

a  pamphlet   5  cents 

GASTONIA,  CITADEL  OF 

THE  CLASS  STRUGGLE, 

by  Wm,  F.  Dunne IS  cents 

SOUTHERN  COTTON  MILLS 

AND  LABOR,  by  Myra  Pace.  .  .25  cents 

PARIS  ON  THE  BARRICADES, 

by  Georce  Spiro 25  cents 

RALPH  CHAPLIN'S  POETRY     25  cents 

Just  oft  the  press! 

OKA  I  II   PEN  \I.TY, 

a  pamphlet  on  the  Atlanta  Cases    .5  cents 
Special  I.  L.  D.  Edition! 

Special  Discounts  to  All  Districts 
Order  from 

Internationa]   Labor  Defense 

I  Y. 
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Greetings   from   N.Y.    District  I.    L.    D.    and   Affiliated 


Organizations 


HAIL  THE  ONLY  COUNTRY  WHERE  1  HI.  WORKERS 
AND  PEASANTS  IRE  FREE  FROM  CAPITALIST 
Will  II     rERROR,  PROSECUTION  AND  PERSECUTION 

By  Ch  m:  Roii- 

It  is  thirteen  years  since  the  workers  and  peasants  have  overthrown 
the  rule  of  the  Czars,  the  landlords,  the  Church,  and  the  capital 
and  have  established  their  own  workers'  government. 

For  centuries  ruthless  oppressors  drained  the  blood  of  the  Russian 
masses.  They  kept  the  masses  in  bondage  and  slavery.  They  kept 
the  masses  in  ignorance.  Any  sign  of  revolt  was  brutally  sup- 
pressed. When  a  revolt  of  the  masses  began,  the  rulers  organized 
pogroms  and  misled  the  workers  and  peasants  from  their  path  of 
revolt.  But  the  time  came  when  these  worker  and  peasant  masses 
overthrew  their  bloody  rulers  and  established  their  own  govern- 
ment. Now,  after  1  3  years  of  Workers'  and  Peasants'  rule,,  what 
do  we  find? 

Victorious  construction  of  socialism. 
No  unemployment. 
Hours  of  work  being  decreased. 
Illiteracy  practically  abolished. 

What  do  we  find  in  the  capitalist  countries? 

A  deepening  of  the  crisis  in  all  of  the  countries. 

Starvation  and  misery  confronting  the  working  and  peasant  masses. 

Twenty  million  workers  unemployed. 

Brutal  oppression,  jail,  lynchings,  deportations,  murder. 

In  the  richest  land,  the  United  States  of  America,  eight  million 
unemployed  starve,  while  there  is  plenty  of  food,  only  to  be  dumped 
into  the  river  so  that  the  profiteers  may  not  lose  some  of  their 
profits.  Daily  more  workers  are  laid  off.  They  must  walk  the 
streets  and  search  for  food  in  garbage  cans  while  the  bosses  have 
plenty  to  eat.  The  organizers  of  the  unemployed  are  thrown  into 
jail.  Masses  of  workers  are  placed  in  jail  because  of  struggle 
against  this  system.  A  bloody  white  terror  is  spread  by  the  capital- 
istic ruk 

What  do  we  find  in  the  Workers'  and    Pi  Fatherland,  the 

So\  let  I  hiionj 

es  increased. 
The  5  Year  Plan  carried  on  successfully. 
The  building  of  Socialism. 

The  International  Labor  Defense  of  the  New  York   I  I 
the  Workers  and  Peasants  of  thi  I   nion,  on  their  1 3th  anni- 

of  the  establishment  of  the  Soviet  Government,  and  wishes 
you,  Comrades,  »n  your  victorious  construction  of  socialism. 


For  I  nse  of  the  Only  Fatherland  of  Worker* 

For  the  Immediate  Release 


the 

A  L  D  I.  I)  BRAN< 


rkrri     and 

succesi   in    I 

A   L   I)  L    D  BRANCH    1 


*"nd  nur  working  cla<- 

CHO  SLOVAK  Branch  II. D 


SLOVAK  WORKERS  SOCIETY 
Bran 

prert«    the     1    ' 

Revolution    flnd   the   victoriou*    idvincc 

CORVTAN    (BROW    HUNCAR 
BRANCH   »i  tht  I.L.D. 

RRONX    HUNGARIAN    WORKI  Rs    CLUB 

S.  R 


UKRAINIAN  BRANCH    N 

Hi  I. 


Yl  >NK1  RS  BR  WCH  II  n 
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Greetings   from   N.Y.    District  I.   L.   D.   and  Affiliated 

Organizations 

Greetings  from  the 

JUGO-SLAV  BRANCH  of  the  I.L.D. 

Revolutionary   Greetings 
to  the 

To  the  Soviet  Union  on  its  13th  Anniversary 

Workers  and  Peasants  of  the  Soviet  Union 

HAIL  THE  SUCCESSFUL  BUILDING  OF  A 

WORKERS'  SOCIET 

f 

BRONX 
COOPERATIVE  COLONY 

Ivan  Jurdana                             M.  Lustica 
Andrew  Yuricich                    John  Ivanich 
Mate  Andrejevich                   Vladislav  Yardas 
Nick  Sladev                             Bartul  Lovrovich 

COOPERATIVE   STORES 
(CUNCOOPS) 

Sam  Lustica                              Milan  Laharia 

J.  Kin'n                                   A.  .Marhat 

COOPERATIVE 

V.  Yuranovich                        S.  Lustica 
S.  Hromin                               J.  Antoncich 

CAMP  NITGEDAIGET 

J.  Visich                                   V.  Dijanich 

N.  Baron                                 M.  Mucich 

2700-2800  Bronx  Park  East 

N.  Yurlina                              F.  Fijan 

Bronx,  N.  Y. 

COMRADES: 

The 

By   helping   the    "ICOR,"    build    Biro-Bidjan,    as   an    autonomous    Jewish 

Territorial  Unit  in  the  Soviet  Union,  you  participate  in  the 

Soviet  Five  Year  Plan 

PAINTERS'  SECTION 

VOLUNTEER 

Work  for  the  success  of  the 

of  the 

6th  "ICOR"  BAZAAR 

Building  and 

For  tfie  benefit  of  Jewish  Colonization  in  Biro-Bidjan,  U.S.S.R. 

Construction  Workers 

WILL    TAKE    PLACE 

Industrial    League 

FRIDAY,  SATURDAY,  SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  28,  29,  30, 

at  the  165th  Infantry  Armory,  68  Lexington  Avenue,  New  York 

tvewen  2Stli  and  ?.(>t\\  Stn 

greets  the  Workers  of  the 
Soviet  Union 

1,000,001  ARTICLES  SOLD  AT  COST  PRICE 
Orchestra,  Dancing,    Theatricals,   Buffet   and   Restaurant 

/  I  /  l<)    WIGHT 

Send  jrour  greetings  to  the  Bazaar  Journal 
"ICOR,"  799  Bi                 New  York,  Telephone:  Stuyvesant  0 

Greetings   from   N.Y.    District  I.    L.    D.    and   Affiliated 

•  Organizations 

THE  CITY  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 

International  Workers  .Order 

greets  the  13th  Anniversary  of  the  October  Revolution  and  pledges  its  support  to  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Defense,  the  shield  of  the  Working  Class. 

The  following  New  York  branches  are  included  in  this  greeting: 

2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  15,  17,  19,  20,  24,  25,  27,  33,  34,  35,  37,  46,  47, 
49,53,  54,  56,60,63,64,68,  71,  72,  73,  74,  75,  82,  87,  88,  91,  98,  112,  116, 
121,  122,  127,  130,  132,  133,  134,  135,  138,  140,  145,  146,  147,  150,  156,  167, 
223 

All  workers  should  join  the  International    Workers   Order,   a   working   class   fraternal 
organization. 


Fill  this  out 
INTERNATIONAL 
32  Union  Squa 

and  send  it  tc 
WORKERS 

re,  New  York 

the 
ORDER 

N.Y. 

Inc. 

Name    .... 

Age 

Address    .  .  . 

Occupation 

Male  .       .  . 

•lion 

V 

Female 

Month 

Married?    . 

Paid 

Proposed  by 

Br.  No 

Grettingt    from 

DR.  I.  STAMLER 

Dental  Clime 
2700   Broni  Park   East 
<>ok  0568 

DR.  H.  Ml.  I  I  1/ 

Surgeon   D 
osion  Road  Kill 


Greetings  from 

I  M  111)  BINDERY 

161  Grand  St 
New    \ 


Gr,  ■  om 

N<  II      OF    V 

at    V 

HARVEY   Q'CONN 


Greetings   from   New   Jersey   Sub-District 
International   Labor   Defense 


On  the  13th  anniversary  of  the  victorious  Russian 

NEW  JERSEY 

Revolution  we  join  with  the  workers  of  the  world 

of 

the 

in   sending  greetings   to   the   Union   of   Socialist 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE 

Soviet  Republics. 

SLOVAK  BRANCH  OF  THE  I.  L.  D. 

Carteret  Hungarian 

Newark  Polish 

Chatham 

Newark  Portuguese 

Andrew  Smith                                  George  Uhrik 

Cliffside   Lithuanian    1  + 

New  Brunswick   Hungarian 

Michel  Kollarik                               Paul  Opasity 

Elizabeth  English  Speaking 
Elizabeth  Polish 
Elizabeth    Russian 

Passaic  Ukrainian 
Passaic  Jewish 
Passaic  Polish 

Martin  Mikulas                               William  Bilmsky 
Martin  Huska                                  John  Chrapciak 
Paulina  Almasy                                Emma  Jaraba 
Mary  Ilanovsky                                John   Hrusorsky,  Jr. 

Hillside  No.  61 

Passaic   Polish  Clifton 

Mary   Smith 

Jersey  City   Hungarian 

Paterson  English 
Paterson  Hindustan 

Jersey  City  Polish 

Keasby  Ella    May 

Paterson  Hindustan 

Long  Beach  Italian 

—         Welfare  Society 

Forward,  Comrades,  to  the 

Workers  Club 
Newark  English 

Union  City  International 
Union  City 

5  Year  Plan  in  4  years 

Newark  Hungarian 

Woodbrldge  English 

FREDERICK  DOUGLAS  BRANCH 

Newark,  New  Jersey 

Greetings 

The 

Greetings! 

Bennc   Birkenfeld 

Morris  Beatty 

Polish  Branch  of  the  I.L.D. 

Bessie   Stacher 

Adele  Chestkara 

Herman   Beatty 

H.  Pinkson 

Newark,  New  Jersey 

Comrade    Goldberg's 

Benjamin    Gilier 

M.  Stern 

Hackensack,  N.  J. 

J.  Greenberg 

Bloomenthal 

Sends     revolutionary     greetings     and    working 

Kurtz 

J.  Gyurcsak 

class    solidarity    to    the    Russian    workers. 

(Collected   by   Morris   Liskin) 

COPART    PRESS 

35  East  i2th  St.,       New  York  Citv 

• 

Our     revolutionary     greetings     to     the      13th 
anniversary  of  the  October  Revolution.     We'll 
sing  in  harmony  with  the  workers  of  the  world 
the  song  of  the  proletarian   revolution. 

Freiheit  Gesangs  Farein 
of  N.  Y. 

We    greet    the    workers    and    peasants    of    the 
Soviet    Union    on    their    success    in    laying    the 
Inundation      for     a     socialist     and     collective 

H  u-tY. 

Ukrainian  Workers 
Educational  Society 

Antoni  Gcssioranski     T.  Cpa 

T.    Kurcnko                   F.  Cap 

II.  Wcngryn                  F.    Myrny 

11.  Dorochow                O.   Maxymoph 

101  Grand  Street,  Brooklyn 

FROM   MICHIGAN  WORKERS  TO   RUSSIAN 
WORKERS  AND   PEASANTS 

Greetings 


Revolutionary    Greetings    from 

DETROIT  WORKMEN'S 

COOPERATIVE 

2934  Yemans  Avenue 

Hamtramck 


Russian  Hamtramck  Branch 
of  the  I.  L.  D. 

greets   the  workers   and   feasants   of 
the  I  lion 


Greetnigs  from 

LOUIS  TIKAS  BRANCH 
OF  THE  I.  L.  D. 
(Greek  Branch) 


Greetings  from 

ROUMANIAN  WORKERS 
EDUCATIONAL  ASS'N 
(Local    Detroit) 
to  the  workers  of  the  Soviet  Union 
on  the  13th  Anniversary  of  the  suc- 
cessful proletarian  revolution. 


Russian — Bill  Haywood  Branch 
of  the  I.  L.  D. 

greets  our  felow  workers  and  peas- 
ants of  the  Soviet  Union. 


Greetings  from: 

White  Sea  Coffee  House 
2663  Michigan  Ave.,  Detroit 

Europa  Restaurant 
2613  Michigan  Ave.,  Detroit 

Riviera  Restaurant 
2605  !  >etroit 


Greetings  from  the 

International  Printing  Co. 
1349  East  Ferry 

Detroit,  Mich. 


We  greet  our  comrades  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  We  will  fight  against  im- 
perialist attacks  upon  our  Fatherland. 
You  in  the  Soviet  Unon  are  abolish- 
ing unemployment.  You  have  social 
insurance,  paid  by  the  government. 
We,  for  onlv  demanding  unemploy- 
ment insurance  receive  a  club  over 
the  head  and  bullets  from  the  capi- 
talist government  and  its  agencies. 
Build  and  strengthen  the  I.  L.  D.! 

District  Office — 1343  E.  Ferry  Ave. 
Telephone — Madison  1842 

District  Secretary — G.   Kristai.sky 

Tom  Mooney  Branch 
of  the  I.  L.  D. 
sends  warmest  greetings  to  the  work- 
ers  of   the   Soviet    Union    upon    the 
13th  anniversary  of   the  proletarian 
revolution. 

Greetings  from 

A  Worker  Louis  Dour 

A.  Kameneff  Theo.  Cannis 

Theo.  George  Steve  Gust 

F.  Levak  Pete  Stepanedes 

H.  C.  Morris  John  Carpas 

Sam  Bell  John  Kotar 
I.  Sklar 

Only    legal    Bulgarian    Communist 
paper  in  the  world. 

SAZANANIE 
greets  the  first  Soviet  Republic 

(published   in   Detroit) 

Revolutionary  greetings  from 
DESTEPTAREA 

only   workers'    paper   in    V.    S.    A.    and    I 
in   the   Roumanian   Langu.i. 


Highland  Park  S 
Detroit,  Michigan 

Sui 


LABOR  DI  1  I  NDER 

1343  E  uie 

Del 


RUSSIAN   WORK! 

2934  Yemans,  Hamtram 

wishes   success   in   carrying    through 
the  5  Year  Plan  in  4  years 


Greetings  from 

twNLAN  Bra 

>nch  46) 

SOUTH  SLAVIC 
RUTH] 

ugs   of    < 


Revolutionary  gr  the 

workers    of    the    -  uion 

from  the 

Polish  District 
of  the 
International    Lap. 

c RANDY  STR 
DETROIT,    MICHK 

Fellow  workers  of  the  Soviet  Union 
Greetings  from  tlie 

Milan  Gi  umac  Branch  of  I.L.D. 

'  I  HhRN      I 

Society  of  1' 

greetings    of    lolidlrit) 

the  worker*  »n.i 
\   on  the    I  ': 

IUCCC 

.  to  the  \\ 
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(greetings  from 


LOS   ANGELES   DISTRICT,   I.  L.  D. 

DISTRICT  No.  14         ' 

Revolutionary  greetings  to  the  workers  of  the  Union  of  Socialist  Soviet  Republics  on  the  1 3th  anniver- 
sary of  their  victorious  revolution. 

Your  success  in  building  up  socialism  is  a  victory  for  the  world  proletariat.  We,  the  district  committee 
of  the  International  Labor  Defense,  District  14,  together  with  our  affiliated  branches  and  workers'  organiza- 
tions, hail  the  victorious  construction  of  socialism  in  the  U.S.S.R. 

We  join  hands  with  the  workers  of  the  entire  world  for  the  defense  of  the  only  fatherland  of  the  work- 
ing class,  the  U.S.S.R. 

District  Committee,  District  No.  14 

120  Winston  Street,  Los  Angeles,  California 
SOLIDARITY  WITH  THE  RUSSIAN  WORKERS  AND  PEASANTS! 


International   Labor  Defense  Branches: 
Sacco-Vanzetti    Branch    meets    every    1st    and    3rd 

Tuesday  at  2708  Brooklyn  Ave. 
San  Diego  Branch 
Armenian   Branch   meets    1st   and    3rd    Monday   at 

407  S.  Pecan  St. 
German  Branch  meets  4th  Monday  of  each  month 

at  Equality  Hall,  821   S.  Santee. 
Greek    Branch    meets    1st,    3rd    Tuesday    at    120 

Winston  Street 
Hungarian    Branch    meets    2nd    Monday    of    the 

month  at  4201   S.  Main  St. 
Japanese  Branch  meets  3rd  Saturday. 
Lettish  Branch  meets  1st,  2nd  Sunday. 


Lithuanian  Branch  meets  2nd  Sunday  at  1914J4 
East   First  Street 

Long  Beach  meets  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays 

Mexican  Branch  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  at 
634  N.  Spring 

Mooney-Billings  Branch  meets  1st  and  3rd  Tues- 
day at   120  Winston  St. 

Ontario  Branch   meets  every  Tuesday 

Russian-Ukrainian  Branch  meets  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesday,  2114^  East  First  Street 

Santa  Barbara  Branch 

Scandinavian  Branch  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 
at  1225  W.  Jefferson  St. 

South  Slav   Branch  meets  2nd   and  4th  Tuesday. 


Affiliated    Organizations: 
Women's    Consumers    Educational    League    meets 

every  Wednesday  at  2700   Brooklyn   Avenue. 
Unit  21 — Communist  Party,  Los  Angeles. 
Freiheit  Branch   165,  I.  W.  O. 
Los  Angeles  District  and  City  Committee,  I.W.O. 
Rosa  Luxemburg  Branch   83  I.  W.  O. 
Morris  Vintchevsky  Branch    186  I.W.O. 
Olgin  Branch  I.W.O. 
Freiheit   Gesangs    Ferein    meets   every   Monday   at 

2700  Brooklyn  Ave. 
Freiheit    Mandolin    Club    meets    every    Wednesday 

at  2700  Brooklyn  Ave. 
Jewish  Workers  Club,  2643  Brooklyn  Ave. 


Tom  Mooney  Branch 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 
sends  revolutionary  greetings  to  the  thirteenth 
anniversary   of   the   U.S.S.R. 

Long    live  the  Soviet    Union. 


Biro-Bejan  Branch  158 
International  Workers  Order 

of  Petaluma,  Calif,  joins  with  the  workers 
of  the  world  in  extending  our  solidarity  to 
the  workers  of  the  Soviet  Union. 


Greetings  from  the 

Eureka,  California  Branch 

of  the 

International    Labor 

Defense 

GREETINGS  FROM  OHIO  WORKERS 

Greetings  from  I.   L.   D. 

Greetings   from   Cincinnati: 

Youngstotvn,  Ohio. 

Ferdinand    Mandler    Chris   Karavas 

INTERNATIONAL     BRANCH     76 
HUNGARIAN  BRANCH    141 
UKRAINIAN  TOILERS  CLUB 

Thomas  Nance             A.  Soffman 
John  Lecan                    John  C.  Moody 
John  Lewis                   Pal.  Naughinon 

Our    Revolutionary    Greetings 

J.  M.  Bohornor            James  Middleton 

to  the  Victorious  Russian  Revolution. 

J.  C.  Coleman              James    Milton 

POLISH   I.  L.   D.  BRANCH 

Avery    Hunter               Henry  Young 

Shadvside,    Ohio 

Francis  Young                Lon  Campbell 
Kittie   Campbell 

Greetings   from   the  members    of  the 
SLOVAK  ORG.  S.R.S.   30 

Greetings  from 

Chase                              Mary  Fradin 
Leon  Dunn                    Jacob  Eidelman 

Greetings  frotn 

Slovak  Workers  Soc.  89  and 
I.  L.  D.  Slovak  Branch 

Ben    and    Hannah    R.    Blumfntli.il 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Greetings  to  the  workers  and   farmers  on   the 
13th  anniversary  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

Russian-Ukrainian  Branch  ILD 

Mil  WAUKBBj    Wis. 


JOHN  REED  BRANCH 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 


Greetings  from  the 

Slovak.  Workers 

LODGI     V 

31 

Milwaukee 

Greetings  from 

Finnish  Working  Women's 

Club 

Astoria,  Ore. 

• 
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VII IT  THE  f  OVIET  UNION  I 


WORKERS    DEMONSTRATINC,    AT   TH1  |1    \RF    IN    MOSCOW 

March  with  the  Soviet  Workers  on  the  Red  Square;   mingle 
with  them  in  their  factories,  restaurants,  theatres,   club; 
the  great  collective  farms. 

See  the  5-Year  Plan  advance  to  triumphant  completion  in  4 
wars.  See  whole  new  industrial  cities  spring  up,  with  model 
workers'  dwellings,  modern  factories. 

World  famous  museums,  universities,  theatres,  the  spectacular 
scenery  of  the  Caucasus,  the  plains  of  the  Ukraine  await 

A  new  proletarian  culture  is  being  born. 

This  special  1 3th  Soviet  anniversary  issue  of  the  1 

FENDER  shows  the  Russian  workers  and  peasants  at  work  and 

at  play,  building  a  new  world. 

See  all  this  for  yourself! 

WRITS 

WORLD    TOURISTS,    In 
175  Fifth  Avenue  New  York 

Til;  ALGONQUIN   I 
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INTO  THE  FACTORIES 

WITH  THE 

LABOR  DEFENDER! 


READERS  OF  THE 

Labor  Defender, 

FIGHTING  WORKERS' 
PICTORIAL, 

JOIN  IN  DRIVE  TO 
DOUBLE  CIRCULATION 


Labor  Defender, 

The  most  popular  workers'  publication  in  the 

United  States! 

Smashing  photos  exposing  capitalist,  America 

in  all  its  viciousness  and  brutality! 

Short,  vigorous  articles  straight  from  the  field 

of  struggle! 

The  Labor  Defender  will  get  better  and 

better  with  each  succeeding  month. 


To  see  the  Labor  Defender  is  to  buy. 
To  read  the  Labor  Defender  is  to  sub- 
scribe. 


25,000  workers  and  farmers  must  subscribe 
within  the  next  six  months! 


subscriptions  to  Labor  Defender 
+  30,   80  East   11th  Street, 


(Photos    by   Labor   Defender   Photo   Group) 


Startling  Special  Offer: 

Get  only  5  new  subscriptions  to  the  Labor  De- 
fender at  $1  each  and  "The  19,"  a  gripping 
novel  by  one  of  the  oustanding  Soviet  writers 
comes  to  you  free! 

"The  19"  is  a  thrilling  tale  of  Red  peasant 
troops  in  life  and  death  struggle  against  the 
White  armies  of  Kolchak. 

"The  19"  is  a  beautifully  bound,  full  sized,  29+ 
page,  $1.50  book. 

(Read  all  about  "The  19"  on  page  225) 
Subscribers  may  also  take  advantage  of  the 

following  offer:  "The  19" $1.50 

The  Labor  Defender  for  1  year 1.00 

Value     $2.50 
BOTH  FOR     $2.00 


1 


RUSH!  The  drive  lasts  oti/y  until  April  1st,  and  the  super-special  offers'  in  this  issue 
are  good  for  the  first  5,000  subscribers  only,  beginning  November  7,  13/A  anniver- 
sary of  the  Russian  BolJ:,     \  Revolution. 


LABOR  DEFENDER 


DECEMBER 


>93< 


THE 

IMPERIAL 

VALLEYr 

PRISONER 


* 


• 


I 


f  n  r 


■llll 
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Two  Proletarian  Artists  Look  at  Capitalist  U.  S.  A. 


In  top  drawing,  Ryan 
Walker,  veteran  labor 
cartoonist,  gives  his 
version  of  the  "Merry 
Christmas"  in  store  for 
the  8,000,000  unem- 
ployed workers  and 
their  families.  Walker, 
the  creator  of  "The 
Adventures  of  Henrv 
Dubb,"  is  known  to 
hundreds  of  thousands 
of  workers  thruout  the 
United  States.  He  will 
contribute  regularly  to 
the  Labor  Defendkp. 


The  lower  drawing  is 
by  Jacob  Burck,  whose 
powerful  cartoons  ap- 
pear in  the  Daily 
Worker,  Labor  Unity, 
and  other  working- 
class  papers. 


Nearly  one  hundred 
workers  are  now  be- 
hind prison  walls  for 
having  fought  the  bat- 
tles of  the  workers. 
Help  the  I.  L.  11.  in 
its  efforts  to  aid  them 
and  their  dependants. 
Send  all  you  can  at 
once  for  the  Prisoners' 
Pledge  bund,  part  of 
the  Winter  Relief  Cam- 
paign  of  the  I.   L.  D. 


Christmas — The  Bosses'  Racket 

'Buy  Early,"  Hungry  Workers  Told;  Scores  of  Class-War  Fighters  in  Prison  and  Families  Need   Aid. 


44  "TV )  your  Christmas  shopping  early ! " 

•I—'        Out  nf  a  job?     Wife  and  kills 

hungry,  being  kicked  out  by  the  landlord? 

Never  mind,  it's  Christmas!     Buy  wallets 

and  smoking  sets  and  expensive  socks  for 
Father.  Buy  a  smart,  ritzy,  use-less  toilet 
set  for  Mother.  Buj  ribbon  and  ostrich 
feather  doo-dads  for  all  your  friends.  Give 
books!  Give  candy!  Sa\  it  with  flowers! 
DON'T  WRITE!  TELEGRAPH!  Huv 

yourself  an  automobile!  Take  a  trip  to 
Europe,  hungry  workers — ("If  yuh  don't 
like  this  country,  why  the  hell  don't  yuh  go 
back  to  where  yuh  come  from?") 

"Do  your  Christmas  shopping  early." 
Song  of  the  Choir 

This  is  the  slogan  of  the  business  men. 
In  this  shrill  chorus  joins  the  Church,  the 
Red  Cross,  the  United  Charities:  all  labor 
hard  anl  long  to  put  a  pious,  altruistic  gloss 
on  the  favorite  holiday  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  Christmas  trade.  The  publishing 
business,  the  greeting  card  industry,  tlie  toy 
business,  the  leather-goods  manufacturer — 
all  the  one  hundred  per  cent  American  lux- 
ury-industries— where  would  they  be  with- 
out the  Christmas  trader  (  But  not  so  hot 
this  \ear,  friends). 

Well  may  they  give  thanks  to  the  "Babe 
in  the  Manger."  His  birthday  is  one  of 
the  best  trade  stimulants  ever  devised  by  the 
cannv  mind  of  a  business  man. 

The  rush?      Don't  worry.     The  shops 
will  keep  open  evenings;  the  girls  will  work 
overtime  ("thank  you,  come  again"). 
Church  Gives  Blessing 

The  role  of  the  Church?  The  workers 
quickly  learn  what  side  this  vested  institu- 
tion supports  when  they  arc  on  strike;  they 
find  the  "ministers  of  the  gospel"  denounc- 
ing the  strike  leaders  and  urging  the  work- 
ers to  return  to  the  jobs,  opposing  any  at- 
tempt to  fight  against  the  inhuman  condi- 
up  and  exploitation  and  for  better  condi- 
tions. 

How  the  bosses  do  exploit  the  workers' 
love  for  friends,  relatives,  children?  Thru 
the  gaudy  bargains  at  Woolworth's,  by  the 
sacrifice  of  bread  for  tinsel  to  be  distributed 
as  gifts;  and  thru  the  vicious  "Dollar 
Down-Dollar-a-Week"  schemes. 

"Gifts"  to    Working   Class 

Every  da)  seems  Christmas  for  those 
who  rule.  Tom  Mooney  and  Warren  Bil- 
lings, buried  alive  for  14  years  because  he 
dand  organize  workers.  The  busses  have 
given  another  Christmas  gilt  to  the  work- 
ing i  lass  this  year,  the  corpse  of  fames 
Mclnerney,  one  of  the  eight  Centralia  vic- 
tims. Seven  are  still  buried  alive  in  the 
dungeons  oi    Walla  Walla  prison. 


Other  gifts  to  the  working  class:  Katov-     instead  of  lining  I 
is,  Gonzales,  Levy,  Weitzenberg— shot  by      facturers  and  store-kee| 

police  and  bosses'  thills. 

,  ,  ,      b  .  .       ,       ,  Support   tin      P  ind, 

/  /   money  <  an  he  u  raft  the 

workers,  let  it  he  FIGHTING  money—     Part  "'  the  Wmur  ktlitt"  Camp 

money  that  will  help  gladden  the  hearts  of     conducted  by  the  International  Labor  1)  - 

!<>\.il  anil  militant  prisoners  behind  the  bars,       )■ 


BUT  I'd       . 
L'nioii  are  tin-  very    I.:-:   ones   in   the    world  to   st 

Army  soldiers  helping  to  transform  ■• 
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Q71  urcLerr 'Profit 


Anna      R,oc  heifer 


THOSE  WHO  WAITED,  IN  VAIN  — 
Hundreds  of  grief-torn  families  of  en- 
tombed miners  waiting  outside  the  mine 
tipple. 


THE  explosion  that  killed  79  men  in 
the  Number  6  mine  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Coal  Company  at  Millfield,  Ohio, 
on  November  5,  was  the  ninth  major  coal 
mine  explosion  in  1930.  Criminal  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  operators  costs  coal 
mine  workers  at  least  2,000  deaths  every 
year  in  explosions  and  other  mine  accidents. 

Explosions  of  gas  or  coal  dust  are  the 
most  clearly  unnecessary  and  preventable 
of  all  mine  disasters,  but  with  the  speed-up 
and  cost-cutting  they  are  increasing.  Since 
January  1,  1922,  the  major  explosions 
have  averaged  1  1  a  year,  as  against  6  or 
7  a  year  from  1914  to  1921.  In  the 
eight  years  of  speed-up  since  1922  nearly 
twice  as  many  miners  have  died  in  major 
explosions  as  in  the  previous  eight-year 
period. 

But  workers'  lives  are  cheap,  the  opera- 
tors feel.  Insurance  for  the  meager  com- 
pensation benefits  paid  to  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  dead  miners  costs  less  than  safety. 
So  tin-  workers  pay  the  price. 

President    Tytus   of    the   Sunday    Creek 


Coal  Company  who  was  caught  under- 
ground in  the  Millfield  disaster  had 
told  the  Senate  Committee  "investi- 
gating" the  coal  industry  in  1928  a  hard- 
luck  story  about  his  $6,000,000  corpora- 
tion: in  four  years  the  company  had  lost 
$797,000  on  its  coal  sales.  He  did  not 
mention  that  balance  sheets  published  in 
financial  manuals  show  for  these  same 
four  years  an  increase  in  "earned  surplus" 
of  nearly  $30,000  and  an  increase  in 
"working  capital"  of  $800,000. 

Arid  when  the  company  closed  down  its 
mines  in  1927  and  starved  the  miners  out 
into  accepting  a  wage  cut  of  one  third  be- 
low the  Jacksonville  scale,  Mr.  Tytus  and 
the  23  other  stockholders  drew  off  a  neat 
$600,000  for  themselves  in  a  10  per  cent 
dividend. 

By  its  sell-out  policies,  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  shares  in  the  respon- 
s  bility  for  the  wanton  murder  of  coal  dig- 
gers in  mine  blasts.  Wherever  it  has  an 
agreement  with  the  operators,  the  U.M. 
W.A.  permits  the  bosses  to  violate  the  most 
elementary  safety  regulations. 

The  Mine,  Oil  and  Smelter  Workers 
Industrial  Union  is  the  only  organization 
lighting  for  the  rights  and  lives  of  these 
workers.  One  of  its  principal  demands  is 
the  enforcement  of  safety  measures  in  the 


mines,  even  if  it  cuts  into  the  juicy  divi- 
dends piled  up  by  the  coal  operators. 


PROSPECTIVE  BUYER— "Economy  is  a  vital 
in-,  issity  nowadays  for  us  all.  Bui  whether  one 
of  us  buys  an  automobile  more  or  less  really 
plays  a  minor  role  in  comparison  to  the  huge 
sums  that  could  be  saved  by  reducing  wages." 
(From   Simplicissimus,    Munich). 


THE  LABOR  DEFENDER— December,  1930.  Vol.  v. 
J.  Louil  Engdahl,  Editor]  Sendei  Garlin,  Managing  Ed 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  undei  the  Act  of  March  5,  1879. 
Organizational  Secretary. 


No.   12.     Published  monthly  by  the   International    Labor 

tor.     Subscription   $1.00  a  year.      Entered    as    second    da 

National    Officers:   J.   Loirs     Engdahl,     General     Secre 
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Defenae,  SO  E.   1 1th  St.,   R 

.'.    matter    November    5,    1927, 
taryj     Sain     Darcy,     Assistant 


i  4  511,  New  York  City. 
.it  the  Post  Office,  at 
Secretary;      A.      Jakira, 


Blood  of  Colombia  Banana  Strikers 

The  Story  of  the  Heroic  Struggle  of  3  2,000  Workers  Against  the  United  Fruit  Corporation  in  1  92  8 

By  R.  Gomez 


DECEMBER  6  marks  the  second  an- 
niversary of  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  terror  which  resulted,  during  the 
course  of  several  days,  in  the  murder  of 
more  than  1,500  Colombia  banana  work- 
ers, including  women  and  children,  who 
were  waging  a  courageous  struggle  against 
the  United  Fruit  Company. 

The  strike  involving  32,000  agricul- 
tural workers,  broke  out  on  November  12, 
1928.  The  workers  of  the  banana  zone 
which  extends  throughout  the  Magadalena 
department,  work  at  starvation  wages,  live 
in  filthy  shacks  and  are  fortunate  to  make 
a  dollar  a  day  for  their  labor. 

The  demands  of  the  workers  in- 
cluded the  8-hour  day,  a  minimum  wage, 
better  living  conditions,  abolition  of  the 
company  stores  owned  by  the  United  Fruit 
Co.,  recognition  of  the  union,  hospitals,  etc. 
( In  the  entire  region  there  is  only  one  hos- 
pital ) . 

Fight  United  Fruit 
The  government  and  the  bosses  first 
tried  to  buy  the  leaders  of  the  strike,  and 
to  make  strike-breaking  propaganda.  But 
they  made  no  headway,  as  the  workers  re- 
mained firm  and  determined. 

The  Colombian  government  began  to 
concentrate  troops  in  the  Magdalena  re- 
gion with  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the 
movement.  But  when  the  first  squadron 
arrived  there,  they  fraternized  with  the 
workers.  It  was  sufficient  to  send  a  few 
speakers  to  talk  to  the  soldiers  to  make 
these  soldiers  refuse  to  fight  against  the 
workers.  One  by  one  the  troops  came  over 
to  the  side  of  the  workers. 

Reign  of  Terror 
In  this  situation  the  United  Fruit  Com- 
pany asked  for  battleships  from  Washing- 
ton and  the  Colombian  government,  faced 
with  the  possibility  of  intervention,  ordered 
a  reign  of  terror  in  the  banana  zone.  On 
December  5  martial  law  was  decreed. 
In  the  plaza  a  meeting  was  held  and 
many  hundreds  of  workers  were  assem- 
bled. Cortes  Vargas  in  person  ordered  the 
crowd  to  break  up.  The  workers  ivho  still 
believed  tluit  it  was  possible  to  fraternize 
with  the  soldiers,  who  were  drunk,  did  not 
withdraw  and  made  no  resistance.  The  of- 


with  revolver  in  hand  spread  terror  sure  a  military  tribunal  was  instituted,  and 

into  the  ranks  and  after  Unending  the  bugle  120    workers    were    found    "guilty,"   sen- 

three  times  a  line  of  sharpshooters  and  ma-  tenced  to  from  6  months  to  24  \ 

chine  guns   began    to    mow   down    the   as-  All    thos               I   d    are    now    at    liberty 

sembled  workers,  killing  about  401)  men,  because  of  the  agitation  and  the  defense  of 

women  and  children.     Orders  were  given  the  Colombian  Section  of  the  International 


On  December  6,  the  anniversary  of  the 

mur.ler  of  the  Colombia  banana  strikers, 
the  1.  L.  D.  will  conduct  nation-wide 
demonstrations  aiul  house-to-house  can- 
vassing, urging  demand  for  the  release  of 
the  eight   Imperial   Valley  prisoners. 


*\M*>t 


Gathering  Bananas  on  a   Unite./  Fruit   Company  plantation  in  Colombia. 


to  sack  the  headquarters  of  the  workers.  In 
their  own  houses  they  were  assassinated. 
The  drunken  soldiers  had  only  to  recog- 
nize a  man  as  a  worker  to  shoot  him.  They 
violated  women  and  children,  and  those 
who  tried  to  defend  themselves  were  killed. 
The  massacre  was  general  and  complete. 
The  reply  of  the  masses,  being  without 
leadership,  was  to  set  fire  to  the  property 
of  the  United  Fruit  Co.  Miles  of  rail- 
roads were  destroyed.  Warehouses  and 
telegraph  wires  disappeared  in  flames.  And 
in  Aracataca,  where  masses  were  concen- 
trated, the  defense  was  organized,  but  be- 
fore the  terror  of  the  enemy  they  were 
completely  mowed  down,  with  hundreds 
of  killed  and  wounded  left  on  the  ground. 

Murder  1,600  Workers 
In  some  places  workers  were  forced  to 
dig  graves  to  bury  their  fallen  comrades. 
In  these  graves  were  thrown  dead  and 
wounded  alike.  When  this  was  done  the 
workers  who  had  been  forced  to  dig  the 
graves  were  killed  and  buried  among  the 
others. 

Other  dead  were  brought  to  the  beach- 
es where  they  were  left  for  the  waves  to 
wash  them  away. 

The  murdered  totalled  1,500  and  the 
wounded    3,000! 

Vmong   those  killed  was  Juan   Russo,  one 
of  the  strike   leaders.      Hut    alter  the   m.is- 

240 


Red   Ail. 

In  Colombia  there  are  now  300  Work- 
ers arrested  for  having  participated  in  an 
insurrection  which  broke  out  in  July  and 
August  of  1929,  in  which  300  workers 
were  killed.  Most  of  these  workers  are 
in  danger  of  24-year  sentences  each. 

Resistance  to  these  murderous  attacks  on 
the  Colombian  workers  is  now  growing. 
The  events  of  December  6,  1928,  will 
serve  not  only  to  remind  the  workers  of 
the  entire  world  of  the  bestial  rapacity  of 
Wall  Street,  hut  also  call  attention  :o  the 
need  for  clear-cut  revolutionary  leader- 
ship ami  powerful   defense  organizations. 


" 


'  PROSPERITY "  IN  AMERKA--19IO  STYLE 


WHEN  IT'S    TEA-TIME   AT  "THE  HOMESTEAD" — Some  members  of   the   "unemployed"   leisure  class  stopping  at  the   fashionable   "Homestead 
House"  iti  Hot  Springs,  Va.    It  is  in  this  State  that  William  Murdock  is  jailed  for  exposing  the  V .   T.  W .,  company  union  of  the  textile  bosses. 

Remember  Our  Prisoners!  Support  Winter  Relief  Campaign! 


'  ■  'HE  Winter  Relief  Campaign  of  the 
International  Labor  Defense, 
for  providing  adequate  relief  for  Prisoners 
and  Prisoners'  Dependents,  calls  for  the 
following: 

l . — Immediate  appropriation  by  all  I. 
L.  D.  branches,  affiliated  and  sympathetic 
organizations  of  five  dollars  each  for  the 
providing  of  immediate  relief  for  all  pris- 
oners and  dependents. 

2. — Thorough  discussion  in  all  I.  L.  D. 
branches  and  affiliated  organizations  of  the 
whole  problem  of  the  I.  L.  D.  Prisoners' 
i  Fund  at  the  first  membership  meet- 
ing in  December. 

3. — Shop  collections  and  house-to-house 
canvassing  during  the  Christmas-New 
's  holiday  season,  with  the  holding  of 
affairs  and  entertainments  during  this  pe- 
riod for  the  raisin-  of  funds  to  firmly 
establish   the    P  '    Relief    Fund    for 

1 9.i  l .        I  Vi 

4. — Broad  drive  I  !  rom 


individuals    for    monthly    contributions    to 
the  Prisoners'  Pledge  Fund  during  1931. 

5. — Carrying  through  of  broad  publicity 
campaign  to  arouse  workers  to  greater 
struggles  on  behalf  of  the  victims  of  capi- 
talist class  justice  and  to  utilize  this  cam- 
paign for  increasing  the  membership  of  the 
I.  L.  D.  Our  list  of  Prisoners  and  Pris- 
oners' Dependents  follows,  giving  the  pris- 
ons in  which  they  are  confined: 

J.  B.  McNamara,  M.  A.  Schmidt,  Tom  Mooney, 
John  J.  Cornclison,  Claude  Merritt,  Gus  C.  Madsen, 
George  B.  Pesce,  Ignacio  Gonzalez,  Carl  Sklar,  Oscar 
Erickson,  Frank  Spector,  Lawrence  Emery,  Danny 
Roxas,  Eduardo  Herera,  Braulio  Orosco — in  St. 
Quentin. 

Warren  K.  Billings,  Tsuji  Horiuchi — in  Folsom, 
Frank  Godlasky,  Si..ux  Falls,  S.  D.,  Box  520;  Eu- 
gene Barnett,  Walla  Walla,  Wash.;  Ray  Becker,  Wal- 
la W.tll.i.  Bert  island,  Walla  Wallas  O.  C.  Bland, 
Walla  Wallai  John  Lamb,  Walla  Wallas  Britt  Smith, 
Walla   Wallas    Al<      I  in,   Moundsville,  W.   Va. 

M.ilkin,  Comstodki  Lawrence  Allen, 
Mounds\ii|,-,  w.  Va.j  John  M.  Lynch,  Moundsville, 
W.   Va.i    Frank    B  idaville,   W.    Va.j    Steve 

Mendola,   Bellcfonte,  Pa.j   Sim   Bonita,  Eastern   Peni- 

illc,  Ohio,  Peniten- 
!  Jacoski,  Columbus,  Ohi    .    Pcti    Musclin, 

250 


Allegheny  County  Workhouse,  Blawnox,  Pa. ;  Milan 
Resctar,  Blawnox,  Pa.;  Tom  Zima,  Blawnox,  Pa.; 
Harry  Raymond,  New  York  Penitentiary;  Ray  Pelt*, 
Media  County  Jail,  Chester,  Pa.;  Tom  Holmes,  State 
Industrial   Reformatory.    Huntington,   Pa. 

A.  Feinberg,  Los  Angeles  County  Jail;  Jack  Gar- 
vine,  Deer  Island,  Boston;  Guido  Seri<>,  Ellis  Island; 
Fred  Bassett,  Milwaukee,  Wise;  John  Perlich,  Mil- 
waukee, Wise. 

Carl  Sklar,  Oscar  Eric*o>on,  John  Sims,  Cook 
County  Jail,  Chicago;  John  Munch,  Cook  County 
Jail,  Chicago;  Herbert  Zimmerman,  Cook  County 
Jail,  Chicago;  Mabel  Husa  and  Ailenc  Holmes,  Mon- 
roe County  Penitentiary,  Elmira,  N.  Y.;  I. eon  Ma- 
bille,    Franklin    County    Jail,    Malone,    N.    Y. 

CLASS    WAR    PRISONERS'    DEPENDENTS 

Mi-.  Dora  Allen,  wife  of  Lawrence  Allen;  Mrs. 
Eugene  Barnett,  wife  <>t'  Eugene  Barnett;  Mi-.  San 
Bonita,  wife  of  Sam  Bonita;  Mr-.  O.  C.  Bland,  wife 
of  O.  C.  Bland;  Mrs.  Anna  G.  Billings,  mother  of 
v-  i    K.    Billings;    Mrs.   Sarah   Cornell  son,   mother 

■  t  fohn  J.  Corneliioni  Mrs.  Francisco  Herrera,  wife 
of  Eduardo  Herrera;  Mrs.  Teddy  Jackoski,  wife  of 
Teddy  Jackoski ,  Mrs.  John  Lamb,  wife  of  John 
Lamb,  ami  two  children]  Mrs.  John  Lynch,  wife  of 
John  Lynch;  Mrs.  Mary  Mooney,  mother  of  Tom 
m  eyi  Mrs.  Pete  Mutelin,  wife  Pel  Muielin, 
and  two  children;  Mrs.  Juventino  Orosco,  wife  of 
i  Orosco;     Mrs.    John    Perlich,    wife    of    John 

Perlich;    Mrs.  Lor'  Roxa»,  wife  of  Danny 

R  M     ,    Olympia    Sero,    wife    of    C.uido    Serio; 

Mi       I     n  Zima,  wite  nt   Tom  Zima. 


Fight  on  Lynchin 

By  Sam  Darcy 

"I'm  going  to  fight  faithful  and  strong 
became  seems  like  the  American  Negro 
Labor  Congress  and  its  brother  organiza- 
tions is  the  only  ones  which  really  Joes 
something  against  lynching." 

A  DELEGATE  from  Tennessee  is 
speaking.  It  is  the  sentiment  of  all 
of  the  hundred-odd  delegates  in  the  con- 
vention who  cheered  to  the  echo  even  ex- 
pression of  militant  struggle.  The  conven- 
tion hall  was  jammed  with  local  Negro 
and  white  workers  thruout  the  proceedings. 
.Most  of  these  joined  the  League  of  Strug- 
gle for  Negro  Rights,  the  organization, 
which,  prior  to  this  meeting,  was  called  tin- 
American  Negro  Labor  Congress.  The 
delegates  represented  15  organizations  in 
16  states.  For  the  first  time  in  the  five 
years'  history  of  the  A.N.L.C.,  since  its 
founding  in  Chicago  in  1925,  a  delegation 
came  from  the  South.  This  delegation  con- 
sisted of  14  Negro  and  white  workers. 
The  report,  and  particularlv  the  discus- 
sion of  the  delegates  revealed  a  picture  of 
most  hitter  persecution,  discrimination  and 


g  Moves  Forward 

oppression  of  the  Negro  masses.  In  Kan- 
City,  Mo.,  a  sick  Negro  worker  who 
for  some  reason  incurred  the  enmity  ot  the 
local  police,  was  seized  in  the  dead  ot 
night,  thrown  into  the  streets,  handcuffed 
and  told  to  run  for  his  life.  Winn  he 
took  his  first  steps,  however,  he  was  shot 
in  the  hack  and  killed.  In  Salisbury,  North 
Carolina,  a  65-vcar-old  Negro  woman 
was  seized  by  a  moonshine-soaked  mob  ot 
local  small  business  men  and  hoodlums,  and 
bung  to  a  telegraph  pole  along  the  highway. 

But  against  this  came  reports  of  a  stead) 
awakening  of  the  oppressed  Negro  work- 
ers. In  one  Southern  town,  the  workers 
took  the  church  away  from  the  priest  for 
an  evening  so  that  the  American  N 
Labor  Congress  organizer  could  speak. 
From  Georgia  a  strike  of  cotton-growing 
farm  hands  was  reported. 

The  convention  among  its  other  activi- 
ties cheered  and  heartily  endorsed  the  work 
of  the  International  Labor  Defense.  It 
pledged  to  make  its  support  to  the  I.L.D., 
a  large  part  of  its  work,  and  especially  de- 
cided to  conduct  an  energetic  campaign 
in  defense  of  the   Atlanta  victims. 


Upton  Sinclair  Backs  Struggle  for  Class-War  Prisoners 

/  ,yR( ) M  Upton  Sinclair,  well-known  American  writer,  comes  the  following  mes- 
J.  sage  to  the  Labor  Defender.  It  is  p  trtictdar/y  appropriate  in  this  special  Imper- 
ial Valley  issue  in  view  of  Sinclair's  intimate   knowledge  of  the  rapacious   methods   of 

the  fruit-growers  and  other  exploiters  of 
southern  California.  A  vivid  description  of 
the  conditions  under  which  the  fruit  work- 
ers of  tlie  Imperial  Valley  labor  will  he 
found  in  Frank  Speetor's  article,  on  an- 
other page  of  this  issue.  Sinclair's  message 
indicates  that  he  recognizes  the  vital  role 
of  the  l.L.D.  in  defending  class-war 
prisoners. 

*  *  * 

'  I  VHERE  is  no  question  that  the  sud- 
■*■  den  interest  which  the  Hoover  admin- 
istration is  taking  in  the  problem  of  the 
unemployed  this  winter,  has  been  due  to 
the  initiative  of  the  rebel  workers  who 
are  now  in  jail  for  leading  protest  dem- 
onstrations. These  workers  are  there  in 
the  interest  of  ever]  worker  in  the  United 
St  ttes,  whether  employed  or  unemployed — 
because  who  can  say  bow-  long  he  will  be 
employed  under  this  criminal  system  of 
class  robberv?  To  those  who  are  silent 
in  the  face  of  the  growing  persecution  ol 
workers  I  saj  :  if  you  can  let  other  people 
stav  in  jail  for  you,  and  do  nothing  about 
it,  you  belong  to  a  very  low  type  ol  hu- 
man  being. 

UPTON  SINCLAIR 

P  tsadena,  Calif. 
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Mr.    Hooter    "Solves"    the 

Unemployment  Problem 

,V  PROBLEM  IN  Flh 
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posing  of 
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UPTON  SINCLAIR 


Socialists  and   A.  F.  of  L 
Knife  Food  Workers 


AN  injunction  is  a  judge-made  law  to 
defeat  and  crush  the  workers'  efforts 
to  organize  and  win  better  conditions. 
With  a  stroke  of  the  pen  a  judge  signs 
a  court  order  prohibiting  workers  from 
approaching  other  workers  to  discuss  the 
conditions  under  which  they  toil  or  from 
picketing  during  strikes.  Injunctions  have 
been  extensively  used  by  the  boss  class, 
when  laws  to  suppress  and  destroy  trade 
unions  failed  because  the  workers  defied 
them  by  resisting  them  en  masse. 

Method  Is  Simple 

As  far  back  as  1894  injunctions  were 
used  against  the  militant  strike  of  the  Pull- 
man workers  led  by  Eugene  V.  Debs.  The 
procedure  is  simple.  The  boss  prepares  an 
affidavit  with  charges  against  the  workers. 
No  trial  or  witnesses  are  required  and  the 
judge  issues  the  injunction.  Acts  that  were 
previously  lawful  become  unlawful;  and 
in  New  York  where  section  600  of  the 
Penal  code  is  used  against  the  workers, 
they  become  criminal. 

More   recently,   the   injunction    has   be- 


come the  weapon  of  reactionary  officials 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  who 
unite  with  the  bosses  against  the  militant 
industrial  unions.  When  these  militant 
unions  attempt  to  organize  a  previously  un- 
organized shop,  the  A.  F.  of  L.  negotiates 
with  the  bosses  to  break  the  strike  by  of- 
fering to  sell  him  a  "union"  card.  The 
boss  is  promised  full  cooperation  in  ob- 
taining an  injunction  against  the  strikers. 
The  A.  F.  of  L.  officials  pocket  the  money 
paid  for  the  "union"  card;  point  out  the 
strikers  to  the  police  for  clubbings  and  ar- 
rests and  serve  as  witnesses  in  the  courts. 
Open  shop  conditions  remain.  While  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  pretends  to  be  "fighting"  the 
injunctions,  it  is  using  it  against  the  mili- 
tant workers  and  as  part  of  a  racketeering 
scheme. 

Business  agents  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and 
independent  unions  such  as  the  Amalga- 
mated Food  Workers,  working  with  the 
bosses  and  the  boss  government  have  ob- 
t.iinei!  injunctions  against  the  food  work- 
ers' needle  workers  and  shoe  workers' 
unions  during  the  past  year.  Steve  Katovis 
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Bitter  Struggle  Now  Centers  in 
Netv  York  City 

fell  the  victim  of  a  policeman's  bullet  last 
January  during  a  strike  of  the  Food  Work- 
ers Industrial  Union  when  workers  defied 
an  injunction  obtained  by  a  "socialist" 
lawyer,  Charles  Solomon,  for  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  utiion  and  the  bosses. 

Police  clubbings  and  beatings  of  work- 
ers on  the  picket  line  have  known  no 
bounds.  In  New  York  City  alone  more 
than  2,400  arrests  and  nearly  2,000  con- 
victions with  sentences  ranging  from  a  few 
days  to  more  than  a  year  were  made  among 
the  food  workers  alone.  In  the  shoe  work- 
ers' struggle  350  workers  were  arrested  and 
more  than  200  sentenced.  Under  section 
600,  the  workers  are  forced  to  serve  two 
or  three  sentences  for  the  same  offense 
without  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  or  appeal. 

The  struggle  today  centers  around  the 
Zelgreen  cafeteria  in  New  York  where  the 
Food  Workers'  Industrial  Union  is  con- 
ducting a  fight  to  establish  real  union  con- 
ditions. Irving  Epstein,  business  agent  of 
an  A.  F.  of  L.  paper  union  of  cafeteria 
workers  made  a  fake  agreement  with  the 
Zelgreen  bosses  and  forced  out  the  Food 
Workers'  Industrial  Union,  at  the  same 
time  shoving  a  whole  crew  of  workers  out 
of  jobs.  An  injunction  was  then  obtained 
by  him.  Epstein  has  admitted  that  it  has 
cost  his  union  more  than  $4,000  to  fight 
the  militant  workers. 

Mass  Arrests 

Mass  arrests,  vicious  police  brutality  and 
long  jail  sentences  have  followed  every  at- 
tempt of  the  union  to  picket.  In  the  first 
week  of  struggle  56  were  arrested  and  22 
sentenced,  while  19  others  are  held  to  be 
tried  under  Section  600.  It  is  the  I.L.D., 
of  course,  which  defends  these  workers. 

The  coming  dress  strike  of  the  Needle 
Trades  Workers  Industrial  Union  will  in- 
volve the  workers  in  even  greater  struggle 
against  the  injunction  as  "International 
Ladies  Garment  Workers,"  the  company 
union,  lines  up  with  the  bosses  to  break  the 
strike.  The  Trade  Union  Unity  Council 
of  New  York,  which  is  leading  the  fight 
to  smash  the  injunction  weapon  of  the 
bosses,  points  out  that  the  struggle  against 
the  injunction,  whether  it  be  in  the  needle, 
food  or  shoe  unions,  becomes  the  struggle 
of  the  entire  working  class.  The  injunc- 
tion weapon  will  be  smashed  only  thru 
open  defiance  of  court  orders  and  mass 
violation  by  a  determined  attempt  of  the 
masses  of  workers  to  go  on  the  picket  line 
and  fight  for  the  right  to  strike  and  or- 
ganise. 


THE  fortress-like  walls  of  the  old  Cook 
County  jail  in  Chicago  now  harbor 
hungrv  men.  It  is  the  same  bastille,  aban- 
doned now,  in  which  were  built  the  gib- 
bets that  hung  Parsons  and  his  comrades  of 
the  Havmarket  frame-up;  the  same  vaults 
that  held  Bill  Haywood  and  other  revolu- 
tionists of  a  later  stage  in  the  class  struggle. 
The  magnanimity — read  desperation — 
of  Chicago's  political  rulers  has  caused  its 
gray  stone  floors  to  be  beds  for  destitute 
workers.  The  gallows  has  long  since 
gone;  the  next  batch  of  revolutionary 
fighters  will  be  carted  to  a  new  building, 
one  with  more  vaults — but  the  speeches  of 
Parsons,  Fielding  and  Schwab,  lashing  at 
the  master-class  of  another  generation, 
told  them  truths  now  unwittingly  vindi- 
cated by  the  bosses  of  today  who  let  hun- 
gry men  sleep  where  the  martyrs  died. 

Hungry  Men  and  Women 

In  these  days,  harsh  and  bitter  for  the 
individual  worker,  but  for  the  class  a 
necessary  hardship  that  steels  it  for  greater 
battles,  only  one  group  carries  down  the 
tradition  that  rang  in  the  speeches  of  the 
Haymarkct  fighters.  In  Chicago,  where 
300,000  working  men  and  women  seek 
hopelessly  for  a  master,  only  the  Trade 
Union  Unity  League  and  Comunist  Party 
wash  away  the  murky  fog  of  deception 
and  calls  for  resistance. 

The  memory  of  Haymarket  is  engraved 
in  the  revolutionary  movement;  but  neither 
has  it  been  forgotten  by  the  bosses. 

In  the  days  of  imperialism's  growing 
pains,  the  Chicago  of  the  '80s  witnessed  a 
ferment    of    protest    among    the    working 


masses.  As  today,  there  was  but  one  group 
that  stood  out  as  the  natural  leaders  of 
the  working-class;  one  group  whose  watch- 
word   was    fight.      Not    until    now    were 

tin-  hosses  of  Chicago  again  so  fearful 
as  thev  were  in   1885. 

Haymarket   Tradition 

The  shrewdness  of  mad  desperation 
seized  Chicago's  ruling  class  and  gave  birth 
to  a  conspiracy  that  has  been  copied  over 
and  over  again  under  the  infamous  name 
"frame-up."  The  leaders  of  that  move- 
ment were  singled  out,  hanged,  jailed, 
beaten  and  banished  from  the  city.  The 
movement  collapsed. 

So  the  tradition  of  the  Haymarket  has 
meaning  for  the  bosses  too.  They  still 
make  an  annual  to-do  over  seven  cops  who 
were  killed  by  the  bomb  set  off  by  the 
bosses'  agent  provocateurs.  They  recall  the 
episode  with  pride  at  their  association  of 
commerce  banquets.  The  conspiracy  of 
the  Haymarket  has  come  to  be  a  code  and 
the  blue-coated  watch-dogs  of  the  dividend 
squeezers  have  consistently  enforced  that 
code  since  1885. 

They  are  enforcing  it  now. 

"Meet  tlie  Boys!" 
Cheek  by  jowl  with  gangsters  whose 
heir  money  thev  fight  over,  the  police  of 
Chicago  have  been  executing  with  a  venge- 
ance the  edict  of  their  masters,  "Stop  the 
Reds."  Sleek  gangsters  are  led  politely  in- 
to the  detective  bureau  and,  when  hurriedly 
bonded,  strut  out  with  a  cheerio  to  the  desk 
sergeant.  But  woe  to  the  Communist  who 
is    pulled    off    a    box    by    one    of    Mayor 
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Thompson's  thugs.     Almost  invariably  he 

is  mercilessly  beaten. 

Within  the  past  four  months,  the  Chi- 
cago district  of  International  Labor  De- 
fense  has  been  swamped  with  cases.  Street 
meetings  smashed,  Communist  meetings 
and  headquarters  raided,  members  picked 
up  on  the  streets,  these  are  daily  occur- 
rences. It  is  with  especial  brutality  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Trade  Union  Unity 
League,  Communist  Party  and  the  Ameri- 
can Negro  Labor  Congress  to  organize 
among  the  200,000  Negro  workers  of  the 
South  Side,  are  met. 

The  men  sleeping  in  the  old  Cook 
County-  fail;  the  mothers  moping  their 
semi-hysterical  way  along  the  street ;  the 
thousands  of  evictions;  the  dread  certainty 
that  the  winter  months  to  come  will  bring 
further  blasts  of  misery — spur  the  bosses 
to  egg  their  sluggers  on  to  more  murder- 
ous assaults  upon  the  one  movement  that 
can  bring  the  unemployed  unity  and  a 
weapon  with  which  to  fight  back. 

Reckoning  Ahead! 

In  their  swaggering  days,  with  ripe  years 
of  exploitation  yet  ahead,  the  bosses  of 
Chicago  would  crush  a  movement  which 
was  an  early  but  prophetic  cry- — these  days 
are  different.  History  sings  another  tune. 
lit  them  slug  and  jail  and  frameup! 
Three  hundred  thousands  unemployed 
workers  spell  decay  for  the  bosses'  swem. 
The  revolutionary  movement  carries  down 
the  defiance  of  the  Haymarket  martyrs, 
and  tho  more  may  fall  the  vindication  of 
their  martyrdom  will  come  more  swiftly 
than  Parsons  hoped  hit  would. 


Frank  Spector,  from  San  Quentin  Prison  CeL 


FRANK   SPECTOR 


ON  THE  NIGHT  of  April  14,  1930, 
over  100  Mexican,  Filipino,  Negro 
and  native  American  workers  gathered  in 
a  dingy  working- 
class  hall  in  El 
Centra,  the  largest 
city  of  the  Impe- 
rial Valley,  in  Cal- 
ifornia. They  had 
been  called  there 
by  the  Agricultur- 
al Workers  Indus- 
trial Union  to  pre- 
pare for  a  confer- 
ence which  would 
weld  the  ranks  of 
the  workers  for  a 
strike  against  inhu- 
man exploitation,  the  contract  system, 
speed-up  and  unemployment. 

One  after  another  the  workers  spoke, 
each  in  his  own  language.  They  told  of 
starvation  and  sickness  of  their  wives  and 
children,  of  constant  wage-cuts,  of  the 
long  hours  of  bitter  toil  under  a  scorching 
sun.  Each  one  spoke  of  the  readiness  of 
the  workers  to  fight  under  their  union's 
militant  guidance. 

The  Raid 
Suddenly  the  door  burst  open.  Into  the 
hall  rushed  an  armed  mob  of  policemen, 
deputy  sheriffs  and  privately-hired  thugs, 
with  revolvers  and  sawed-off  shotguns 
which  they  trained  upon  the  assembled 
workers. 


Out  of  this  mob  stepped  Sheriff  Gillette, 
chief  gunman  of  the  Imperial  Valley  boss- 
es. Ordering  the  workers  to  throw  up 
their  hands,  a  frenzied  search  of  the  108 
workers  was  put  thru;  then  they  were 
chained  in  groups.  Then  the  mob,  with 
a  brutal  display  of  force,  threw  them  into 
huge  trucks.  The  entire  108  were  then 
hauled  under  heavy  guard  and  thrown  into 
the  El  Centro  county  jail. 

Militants   Jailed 

Two  months  passed.  A  number  of  the 
groups,  who  were  Mexican  workers,  were 
deported.     A  number  were  released. 

Today  Carl  Sklar,  organizer  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Communist  Party  and  Tetsuji 
Horiuchi,  Japanese  workers  and  Trade 
Union  Unity  League  organizer  are  serving 
3  to  42  years  in  Folsom  Prison.  Oscar 
Erickson,  national  secretary  of  the  A gri- 
cultural  Workers  Industrial  League,  Law- 
rence Emery,  of  the  Marine  Workers  In- 
dustrial Union,  Frank  Spector,  Los  An- 
geles district  organizer  I.L.D.,  and  Danny 
Roxas,  a  Filipino  worker,  and  secretary  of 
the  A.W.I.L.  in  the  Imperial  Valley,  are 
serving  3  to  42  years  in  San  Quentin.  Ed- 
uardo  Rerera  and  Braulio  Orosco,  both 
Mexican  workers,  are  now  serving  2  to  28 
years  in  San  Quentin.  Originally  held  for 
deportation,  they  were  later  ordered  to 
prison. 

A  Parasites'  Paradise 

The  Imperial  valley  lies  in  the  extreme 
southern  part  of  California.  Its  southern 
end  touches  the  borders  of  Mexico,  the 
chief  labor  source  for  the  Valley  land- 
owners. In  the  spring  and  summer  sea- 
sons the  Valley  is  scorchingly  hot,  the  tem- 
perature shooting  as  high  as  120  in  the 
shade.  The  weather  in  winter  makes  the 
Valley  a  winter  playground  for  the  idle 
rich,  who  flock  to  the  luxurious  hotels  of 
El  Centro,  Brawley  and  Calexico.  Not 
far  away  in  Mexicali,  a  Mexican  border 
town,  with  its  booze  and  gaudy  resorts, 
always  an  attraction  for  those  parasites 
who  stage  their  drunken  parties  under  the 
benevolent  protection  of  the  Mexican  anil 
American  grafting  border  officials. 

The  huge  fields  yield  lettuce  in  January 
and  February,  canteloupes  in  June  and 
July,  watermelons  in  July  and  August,  as 
well  as  other  minor  crops.  Of  the  10,000 
workers  engaged  in  harvesting  the  crops, 
there  is  a  majority  of  Mexicans,  many 
Filipinos,  Negroes  and  Hindus.  These 
workers  arc  almost  totally  dependent  on 
tin  extremely  short  harvest  seasons,  which 
means  long  periods  of  unemployment  and 
feverish    labor    during    the    busv    season. 


The  Imperial  Valley  pris< 
left   center,   Carl  Sklar; 
right  top:  Braulio  OrosctAi 
l-ig-ht  bottom,   Tetsuji  h 
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About  2,000  white  migratory  workers  man  the 
packing  and  shipping  sheds  where  the  products  are 
graded,  crated  and  shipped. 

Bar  Story  of  Conditions 
The  most  bitterly  exploited  are  the  field  work- 
ers.     These    thousands   of    Mexican,    Filipino   and 
Negro  workers  are  the  victims  of  a  slave  contractf' 
system.     This  contract  system  has  been  so  devised 
that  it  permits  the  big  companies  to  reap  huge  profits 

out     of     the     sweat     and     blood     of     the     w 

i  u 

lis. 

At    our    trial    the    International    Labor    Defense  ', 

'  i 
attorneys   attempted  to   introduce   evidence   on   tlie 

int  anmui    contract    system,    but    it    uas    promptly' 
barred  by  the  judge  who  would  not  permit  his  mas- 
ters, the  big  land-owning  companies,  to  be  embar- 
rassed by  a  description  of  working  conditions. 

The  labor  of  the  field  workers  is  extremely  haul 
Toiling  during  the  seasons  from  sunrise  till  sunset 
under  a  scorching  sun  with  heavj  sacks  on  their 
bent  backs,  many  have  actually  dropped  dead  from 
sunstroke  and  sheer  exhaustion.  In  return  thev 
receive  a  miserable  Wage  of  25  to  35  Cents  an  hour. 
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Living    conditions    of    these   workers    and    their 

families  are  extremely  wretched.  They  live  in  make- 
shift "company  camps"  from  which  they  go  daily 
to  their  jobs.  The  "company  camps"  border  on  the 
fields.  Many  large  families,  each  with  6  to  $  chil- 
dren, are  often  huddled  together  cither  in  ancient 
tents  or  in  thatched  shacks  with  brush-covered 
roofs.  In  these  camps  there  is  a  total  absence  of 
elementary  sanitation.  If  ater  from  irrigation 
ditches,  caked  with  mud,  serves  for  drinking  as  well 
as  for  washing  purposes.  For  toilets  these  workers 
and  their  families  have  a  ditch  dug  on  the  edge  of 
the  camp,  giving  of]  an  unbearable  stench.  Disease 
and  high  mortality  among  the  children  and  adults 
arc  the  camp-followers  of  the  workers. 

Tradition  of  Struggle 
Of  the  numerous  strikt-s  that  have  occurred  in 
the  Valley,  those  of  1917,  1922,  1928  and  the  re- 
pent strike  movement  of  January,  February  and 
Fune,  1930,  were  the  most  significant  in  point  of 
number  of  workers,  as  well  as  in  their  militancy. 
The  short  strikes  of  1917  and  1922  were  accom- 
panied In   brutal  terrorism. 


The  January,  1930,  Strike  of  the  I,  : 
pickers     saw    the    entrance     of    the     Trade 

Union  Unity  League  into  the  valley, 
which   haa  lining  strength   and  in- 

fluence among  the  masses  of  unskilled  ami 
semi-skilled  workers  of  the  U.  S. 

Almost  immediately,  the  T.U.U.L. 
gained  an  important  following  among  the 
Filipino  workers,  who  comprise  the  most 
militant  section  of  the  Valley  toilers.  It 
proceeded  at  oner  to  organize  tie  Agricul- 
tural Workers  Industrial  League  in  the 
Valley,  demanding:  recognition  of  the 
union;  abolition  of  the  contract  system; 
abolition  of  piece  work;  a  minimum  wage 
of  50  cents  an  hour;  an  eight-hour  day, 
with  double  time  for  overtime  and  Sun- 
days; a  15-minute  rest  period  after  every 
two  hours  of  work;  abolition  of  child  la- 
bor; free  ice  to  be  furnished  by  grocers; 
better  housing;  better  water,  no  race  seg- 
regation. At  the  same  time  it  urged  mass 
picketing,  organization  of  workers'  de- 
fense corps,  etc. 

Meanwhile,  the  bosses'  attacks  grew 
more  severe.  Hundreds  of  strikers  were 
daily  beaten  and  jailed  by  the  police,  with 
the  aid  of  the  American  Legion  and  other 
anti-labor  groups. 

Workers   Starve — and   Fight 

The  workers  and  their  families  were 
starving.  The  bosses,  whose  brutality 
knows  no  bounds  when  it  involves  profits, 
began  wholesale  evictions.  All  food  sup- 
ply was  cut  off.  The  Workers  Interna- 
tional Relief  tried  to  ship  truck-loads  of 
food  and  tents,  but  this  help  was  stopped 
by  the  bosses'  henchmen.  Scab-herding 
agencies  performed  their  usual  task. 
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The  strike   v.  I    mporarily  de- 

'  ; riled   to  the    : 
to   labor    lor  smaller  pay   under  conditions 
made    more    miserable    by    the    "victorious" 
Realizing  the  potential  | 

the       Agricultural       Workers       Industrial 
I         ie,  the  bosses  jailed  a  large  numl 

i  /cis.     While  in  prison,  charged  with 
ncy,   these   workers   were   beaten   by 
Sheriff  Gillette's  henchmen. 

( )n  the  heels  of  the  field  workers'  strike 
there  took  place  a  walkout  of  white  work- 
ers in  the  packing  sheds.  Groaning  under 
the  terrible  speed-up,  thev  refused  to  ac- 
cept a  drastic  wage-cut. 

This  strike  was  short-lived.  Owing  to 
the  strike-breaking  tactics  of  the  A.  I  oJ 
L.  and  the  failure  of  the  strikers  to  carry 
on  mass  picketing,  the  bosses  broke  the 
strike. 

But  the  movement  to  organize  the  Im- 
perial Valley  workers  continued.  A 
eral  call  was  issued  by  the  Agricultural 
Workers  Industrial  League  for  a  broad, 
rank  and  file  conference.  Such  a  prelim- 
inary meeting  was  held  in  El  Centra  the 
night  of  April  14,  described  in  an  earlier 
part  of  the  article.  The  Valley  assumed 
the  appearance  of  an  armed  camp.  Along 
the  railroad  tracks,  packing  sheds,  bridges, 
warehouses,  in  the  fields  and  on  the  ranch- 
es, before  the  houses  of  government  offices, 
armed  guards  were  placed.  Newspapers 
told  fantastic  stories  of  "plots"  to  blow  up 
bridges,  sheds,  railroads. 

The   Imperial   Valley   struggle    was   the 

signal  for  the  revival  of  the  Criminal  Sj  n- 

dicalist   Law   of    California.      Thirty-two 

workers,  active  in  the  recent  strikes,  were 
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charged  with  violating  this  law.  Bail  of 
$40,000,  an  unheard  of  amount,  was  set 
on  each  of  these  jailed.  More  than  500 
workers  have  been  tried  under  this  law 
since  its  passage  in  1919. 

/.  L.  D.  Leads  Fight 
The  International  Labor  Defense  at 
once  began  a  drive  for  the  release  of  the 
workers  and  succeeded  in  forcing  the  re- 
duction of  the  bail  to  $5,000  each.  Fear- 
ing the  increasing  mass  protests,  the  bosses 
changed  their  tactics.  They  dismissed  the 
charges  against  the  32  workers  and  substi- 
tuted indictments  against  13  workers.  Bail 
was  set  for  $15,000  each. 

The  indictment  returned  was  drawn  up 
on  the  testimony  of  three  stool-pigeons,  all 


operatives  of  the  scab-herding  Boiling  De- 
tective Agency,  in  .the  hire  of  the  growers. 
The  trial  was  conducted  with  a  frenzy  of 
prejudice  and  class  hatred,  fanned  by  tales 
of  "plots."  All  attempts  to  organize  pro- 
tests under  the  leadership  of  the  I.  L.  D. 
were  crushed  by  the  police.  Needless  to 
say,  the  defendants  were  convicted  and 
railroaded  to  prison,  on  the  basis  of  a 
"guilty"  verdict  brought  in  by  the  jury  of 
ranchers  and  business  men. 

Every  defendant  who  took  the  witness 
stand  openly  and  proudly  proclaimed  his 
membership  in  the  revolutionary  organiza- 
tion to  which  they  belonged. 

According  to  the  San  Diego,  Cal.,  Sun, 
P.  A.  Thaanum,  commander  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  Post,  No.  25,  El  Centro,  de- 
clared in  a  speech: 


"The  way  to  kill  the  Red  -plague  is  to 
dynamite  it  out.  That's  what  we  did  in 
Imperial  county.  The  judge  who  tried  the 
Communists  was  a  Legionnaire,  50  per 
cent  of  the  jurors  tvere  war  veterants. 
What  chance  did  the  Communists  have?" 

The  International  Labor  Defense  is  now 
conducting  a  nation-wide  campaign  for 
the  repeal  of  the  criminal  syndicalism  laws 
and  for  the  release  of  the  Imperial  Valley 
militants.  It  is  fighting  for  the  freedom 
of  the  six  Atlanta  defendants,  for  the  re- 
lease of  Mooney  and  Billings,  as  well  as 
for  the  release  of  all  class-war  prisoners. 

Every  class-conscious  worker  must  join 
and  support  the  I.L.D.  and  actively  aid  in 
the  mass  mobilization  of  the  workers  to 
free  the  Imperial  Valley  prisoners. 


Spirits  High,  Imperial  Valley  Prisoners  Greet  Workers 

rT~1  HE  Imperial  Valley  prisoners,  noiv  serving 
JL  3  (o  42  years  in  San  Quentin  and  Folsom, 
California  State  Prisons,  greet  the  return  into 
the  ranks  of  the  militant  workingclass  of  Foster, 

Minor  and   Amtei the  stalwart  leaders  of   the 

New  York  unemployed,  at  the  same  time  denounc- 
ing the  discrimination  against  Harry  Raymond, 
who  is  still  in  prison. 

We  greet  the  l.L.D.  under  whose  vigorous 
leadership  the  workers  compelled  the  capitalists 
of  New   York  to  back  down  on  their  efforts  to 


keep  our  comrades  jailed  for  a  longer  period. 
We  greet  Raymond,  who  is  still  in  jail,  the 
Milwaukee  leaders  of  the  unemployed,  the  six 
Atlanta,  Ga.  comrades,  now  facing  the  electric 
chair,  and  all  other  class-war  prisoners  in  capi- 
talist prisons  and  jails.  We  call  upon  the  Ameri- 
can toilers  to  further  steel  their  ranks  for  great- 
er mass-pressure  which  alone  will  return  all  the 
imprisoned  militants  into  the  ranks  of  the  'work- 
ingclass. We  call  upon  the  toilers  to  give  its  mass 
support  to  the  l.L.D.,  Communist  Party  of  U.S.A., 


"LAND  OF  OPPORTUNITY" — A  mother  and  two  children  arriving  at  Ellis  Island  from  Holland, 
getting  their  first  taste  of  American  "prosperity."  To  represent  their  interests  and  to  defend  mili- 
tant foreign-born  workers  against  deportation  and  other  forms  of  persecution,  including  registra- 
tion, finger-printing,  the  Council  for  the  Protection  of  the  Foreign  Born  has  called  a  convention 
to  meet  in  Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  sO-Dec.  2.  More  than  four  hundred  delegates  are  expected  from 
all  over  the  country. 
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the  Trade  Union  Unity  League  and  the  American 
Negro    Labor    Congress    in    their   vigorous    cam- 
paigns— for    the    Unemployment    Insurance    Bill, 
for    the    organization     of    powerfitl    industrial 
unions  and  against  the  murderous  lynchings. 

We  express  our  vigorous  condemnation  of  the 
cowardly  lynchings  of  black  and  •while  workers 
by  bosses'  mobs  and  hirelings  and  call  upon  the 
white  and  black  toilers  to  organize  and  strike 
back  at  every  attempt  at  lynchings  and  murders 
of  black  and  white  workers. 

We  greet  the  Soviet  Union  on  its  stupendous 
achievements  under  the  splendid  leadership  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

We  call  upon  the  American  masses  to  defend 
the  Soviet  Union  against  all  imperialist  attacks 
and  give  proletarian  aid  and  solidarity  to  the 
heroic  Chinese,  Indian  and  other  colonial  masses, 
as  well  as  to  our  brothers  in  Mexico  and  Latin 
America  who  struggle  to  rid  themselves  of  the 
imperialists'  yoke,  and  against  their  native  boss 
class. 

In  these  proletarian  greetings  we  are  joined  by 
a  large  number  of  class  conscious  workers — im- 
prisoned in  San  Quentin  and  Folsom  as  a  direct 
result  of  the  capitalist  system  whose  brutal  ex- 
ploitation forces  hundreds  of  thousands  of  toilers 
— men,  women  and  children — into  prisons  and 
reformatories. 

Forward  with  the  class  struggle! 

For  the  seven-hour  day  and  jive  day  week! 

For  the  Unemployment  Insurance  Bill! 

For  the  release  of  all  class-war  prisoners! 

For  full  social,  political  equality  for  Negro 
masses ! 

A  gainst  speed-up  and  wage  cuts! 

Against  lynchings  and  Jim  CrovAsm! 

Against  criminal  syndicalism,  anti-picketing 
and  eviction  laws! 

For  a  united  front  of  all  world  toilers  under 
the  militant  leadership  of  the  Communist  In- 
ternational against  capitalism  and  social-fascism! 

For  a  workers'  and  fanners'  state  in  every 
capitalist  and  colonial  country! 

Imperial  Valley  prisoners. 
Danny  Roxas  Carl  Sklar 

Lawrence  Emery  Oscar  Erickson 

Tetsuji    Horiuchi  Frank  Spector 


Georgia  Tops  the  List  in  Lynchings 

American  Negro  Labor  Congress  Backs  Fight  of  the  I.L.D.,  Atlanta  Defendant  Reports. 


By  Herbebt  Newton 


SINCE  1885  more  than  465  Negro  and 
white  workers  have  been  murdered  h\ 
Georgia  lynching  mobs  alone.  Georgia 
leads  all  states  in 
a  m  o  s  t  brutal 
lynching  terror 
against  militant 
workers.  It  has 
murdered  John 
Willie  Clark, 
Willie  Kirkland, 
John  Bryant, 
George  Grant  and 
several  others,  — 
all  this  year. 

Now  the  bosses 
are  trying  to  send 
six  Negro  and 
white  organizers 
to  the  electric 
chair,  for  the 
"crime"  of  organ- 
izing workers  in 
the  South.  But  no 
number  of  lynch- 
ings will  keep  us 
from  carrying  on 
our  work.  On  the 
contrary,  the 
greater  the  bosses'  terror,  the  greater  will 
be  our  zeal  and  energy,  and  the  greater 
will  the   masses   respond   to   our  program. 


We    will    continue    to    organize    workers 


NEWTON 


against  the  bosses'  attacks.     The  National 


I'OWKRS 


Convention  of  the  American  Negro  Labor 
Congress  in  St.  Louis     was  a  tremendous 


step  forward  in  smashing  the  vicious  sys- 
tem of  lynching.  This  conference  in 
which  hundreds  of  Negro  workers 
from  all  sections 
of  th  e  United 
States  participated, 
went  on  recoi 
supporting  whole- 
heartedly the  cour- 
ageous campaign 
of  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  De- 
tense  in  behalf  of 
the  Atlanta  de- 
fendants. At  tin- 
same  time  it  Ul 
workers  to  get  he- 
hind  the  I.  L.  1). 
in  its  fight  for  the 
release  of  all  class- 
war  prisoners.  And 
while  we  are  strug- 
gling to  prevent 
further  judicial 
murders  or  long 
terms,  it  is  well  to 
bear  in  mind  those 
workers,  nearly 
one  hundred  in  all, 
who  are  behind  the 
bars  now.  Show 
your  solidarity  by  supporting  the  campaign. 


MflRKV 


Fighting  Program  Adopted  at  Convention  of  the 
American  Negro  Labor  Congress 

1.  To  carry  on  a  united  struggle  of  white  and  Negro  workers 
against  the  special  persecutions  and  oppressions  of  the  Negro  masses  in 
the  U.  S. 

2.  To  fight  for  full  equality  of  Negroes  with  all  other  nationalities, 
for  the  abolition  of  all  forms  of  discrimination,  disfranchisement,  anti- 
intermarriage  laws,  segregation,  Jim-Crow  laws,  etc.;  and  against  the 
special  exploitation  of  Negroes  by  landlords  through  bad  housing,  high 
rents,  etc.;  and  to  secure  legal  defense  for  victims  of  persecution. 

3.  To  fight  for  the  right  of  self-determination  of  the  Negroes  in  the 
Black  Belt  where  they  are  the  majority  of  the  population  by  securing  the 
land  to  the  Negroes  who  work  the  land,  by  establishing  the  state  unity  of 
the  Black  Belt  and  by  securing  to  the  Negro  majority  the  right  and  pos- 
sibility of  deciding  its  relations  to  other  governments. 

4.  To  assist  in  building  up  organizations  of  agricultural  workers, 
poor  farmers  and  share  croppers  in  the  South. 

5.  To  fight  against  the  system  of  lynch  law  and  to  demand  the  death 
penalty  for  lynching. 

6.  To  fight  against  and  destroy  all  racial  and  national  barriers  and 
prejudices  which  still  divide  large  numbers  of  the  exploited  classes  to  the 
advantages  of  the  oppressors  and  exploiters. 

7.  To  fight  for  a  united  trade  union  movement  that  includes  the  Negro 
workers  on  a  basis  of  complete  equality  with  all  other  nationalities. 

8.  To  cement  and  to  maintain  a  real  fraternal  solidarity  between  white 
and  black  workers  in  the  struggle  for  their  common  inter 
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"Reforming"  Holmes,  Young  Fighter 

18-Year-Old  Political  Prisoner,  Visited  in   Reformatory,   Tells   His  Story;  Seeks  Netvs  of  Struggle 


THOMAS  HOLMES,  18  years  of 
age,  is  one  of  the  youngest  of  the 
class-war  prisoners  in  the  U.  S.  And  he 
is  the  only  political  prisoner  in  the  State 
Industrial  Reformatory  at  Huntingdon, 
Pennsylvania. 

I  called  on  Holmes  recently,  this  being 
the  first  visit  he  was  permitted  to  receive 
since  he  went  to  Huntingdon  early  in  July. 
He  will  not  be  allowed  another  visitor  for 
three  months. 

Like  other  youths  being  "reformed"  at 
this  place,  Holmes  is  a  mere  number.  To 
the  guards  he  is  a  number.  To  me  he 
was  a  fine,  eager,  clear-eyed  young  fellow, 
a  fighter  for  the  workers,  as  he  came 
across  the  hall  to  inquire  at  the  desk  about 
his  visitor.     We  shook  hands  and  sat  down. 

He  was  eager  to  tell  the  workers,  mem- 
bers of  the  International  Labor  Defense 
and  readers  of  The  Labor  Defender 
the  exact  facts  of  his  "crime"  and  convic- 
tion.    This,  briefly,  is  the  story: 

Active  Fighter 

In  1928  he  was  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
going  to  school.  A  protest  against  the 
marines  in  Nicaragua  was  organized  by 
left  wing  groups  in  that  city,  led  by  the 
All-America  Anti-Imperialist  League.  He 
saw  the  arrests  and  the  clubbings  by  the 
police.  He  came  in  contact  with  Roy  Peltz 
who  was  later  arrested  with  him  in 
Chester,  Pa.  He  studied  the  movement, 
and  later  joined  the  Young  Communist 
League,  and  became  very  active. 

Shortly  after  this  he  went  to  Baltimore 
and  worked  near  there  for  three  months 
in  a  plant  of  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Corpora- 
tion. Later — in  1929 — he  followed  Peltz 
to  Chester,  Pa.,  and  there  acted  as  the  Dis- 
trict Organizer  of  the  Young  Communist 
League  in  that  territory.  Chester  is  an  in- 
dustrial town  and  there  was  much  work  to 
do — in  the  drive  to  organize  the  workers  of 
the  Viscose  Co.  at  Marcus  Hook,  the  Sun 
Shipbuilding  Corp.,  the  Ford  plant  and 
other  plants  in  the  vicinity. 

Jailed  in  Chester 

On  January  15,  1930,  Carter  and  Pelt/ 
were  arrested  before  the  Ford  plant  and 
later  released.  On  January  16,  leaflets 
were  distributed  calling  the  workers  to  a 
meeting  on  unemployment  and  to  protest 
against  the  brutality  nf  the  police  and  the 
guards  employed  by  the  Viscose  and  the 
other  companies. 

During  the  distribution  of  this  leaflet,  a 


By  Robert  W.  Dunn 

company  guard  arrested  Peltz.  The  guard 
had  no  right  to  make  the  arrest.  But 
"rights"  mean  nothing  in  the  state  owned 
by  Schwab,  the  U.  S.  Steel  Corp.,  and 
Mellon. 

After  Peltz  was  arrested  Holmes  stuck 
to  the  job,  gave  out  the  rest  of  the  leaflets 
and  then  went  to  the  magistrate's  office 
at  the  Borough  Hall  to  see  what  he  could 
do  for  Peltz.  He  was  forthwith  arrested 
himself.  Both  were  held  for  51  hours 
and  then  indicted  under  the  vicious  Flynn 
Sedition  Act  of  Pennsylvania,  the  law 
which  has  been  used  to  railroad  other  work- 
ers to  jail  in  recent  years. 

They  were  soon  released  on  bail  fur- 
nished by  the  International  Labor  Defense. 
The  trial  came  on  April  2,  1930,  at  Media, 
the  county  seat  of  Delaware  County,  Pa. 

"Sure  He's    Guilty!" 

The  chief  witness  against  them  was  a 
detestable  stool-pigeon  named  Lennon,  a 
former  Department  of  Justice  "expert 
on  Communism,"  who  had  previously 
served  the  steel  and  coal  companies  in  the 
drive  on  militants  in  Western  Pennsylvania 
in  1923.  This  rat  was  allowed  to  spill 
his  assortment  of  lies  and  nonsense  about 
the  Communist  movement  for  about  two 
hours,  being  heard  politely  and  without  in- 
terruption by  Judge  McDade. 


Although  the  testimony  of  Lennon  and 
other  witnesses  was  torn  to  shreds  by  the 
defense  attorneys,  the  judge  virtually  in- 
structed the  jury  to  bring  in  a  verdict  of 
guilty.  The  jury  of  business  men  and 
farmers  obeyed,  and  in  20  minutes  the  ver- 
dict of  guilty  of  "sedition"  under  the  Flynn 
Act  was  returned. 

An  appeal  for  a  new  trial  was  refused 
by  the  servile  corporation  court.  A  month 
and  a  half  later  Holmes  and  Peltz  were 
sentenced,  the  former  because  of  his  youth 
— and  perhaps  because  he  is  a  native  Ameri- 
can— getting  a  three-year  maximum  sen- 
tence in  the  reformatory.  Peltz  received 
a  sentence  of  from  one  to  20  years  (the 
maximum  under  the  law),  and  a  fine  of 
$5,000. 

So  Holmes  is  being  "reformed."  The 
process  consists  partly  in  keeping  all  "politi- 
cal" literature  out  of  his  hands.  The  chap- 
lain, as  usual  in  such  places,  is  the  censor, 
and  lets  nothing  by  that  is  new  and  un- 
usual to  his  strutted  Episcopalian  soul.  Radi- 
cal, and  even  liberal  magazines  are  taboo. 
Holmes  has  no  inkling  of  what  is  going  on 
in  radical  circles.  He  would  appreciate 
letters  from  friends,  as  well  as  members 
of  the  I.L.D.,  Young  Communist  League, 
and  readers  of  The  Labor  Defender. 
But  he  does  not  guarantee  that  they  will 
get  by  the  chaplain.  Still,  it  is  worth  trying. 


NO  CHAPLAINS  FOR  Till  si  LADS— A  elan  in  mathematics  at  the  Lefortovo  prison  in 
Moscow.  Every  place  of  confinement  in  the  Soviet  Union  has  ;/>  classes,  club,  cinema,  theater, 
radio,  etc.  The  educational  work  is  conducted  largely  by  those  of  the  prisoners  who  are  best 
equipped.  Prisoners  with  trades  .ne  permitted  to  work  at  their  particular  crafts,  receiving  full 
union  wages  while   tervi  itences        Those  without  trades  are  given  technical  training. 
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Voices  t  Prison 

Tom  Mooney's  Mother  Writes  to  I.L.D 


(From  •!  prisoner  in  San  Quentin  jailed  for  life 
as  a  result  of  a  frame-uf  arising  out  of  Califor- 
nia carpenters'  strike  of  1926). 

Box  +4+61, 
San  Quentin,  Calif. 
Comrades: 

Many  thanks  for  the  letter  and  check  which 
came  lately.  My  partner  and  I  are  in  fair 
health.  We  hope  you  will  inform  the  many 
comrades  whose  nickels  and  dimes  have  made  the 
donations  to  us  possible  that  we  thank  them  sin- 
cerely. Many  comrades  from  the  I.  L.  D. 
branches  in  this  district  visit  us  and  their  visits 
brighten  the  days  considerably  for  us.  We  ap- 
preciate their  visits  very  much — as  anyone  who 
has  ever  been  imprisoned  knows. 

While  it  does  not  get  extremely  cold  in  this 
locality,  I  imagine  the  workers  who  live  in  the 
eastern  states  undergo  a  terrible  amount  of  suf- 
fering  when  the  cold  winter  months  come  along 
and  they  are  without  a  job.  That  men  and 
women  must  work  all  summer  (when  they  can 
find  it)  and  then  have  to  stand  in  a  bread  or 
sou))  line  for  the  winter  seems  unusual,  but  is  a 
tact  nevertheless. 

I  lead  in  The  Labor  Diiinihr  where  the 
workers  in  the  Soviet  Union  arc  the  ones  who 
enjoy  what  they  produce  and  1  wonder  how 
long  it  will  be  before  workers  in  this  country 
wake  up  and  abolish  bread  lines  ami  unemploy- 
ment. 

Our  wannest  comradely  greeting's  to  the  com- 
rades in  the  Soviet  I'nion  on  their  Thirteenth 
Anniversary.  We  also  wish  to  extend  greetings 
to  the  X.   Y.  unemployed  delegation. 

I'h. inking  you  again  for  the  check  and  letter, 
I  am 

Fraternally   yours, 
GUS  C.  MADSEX. 
■ 

Charlotte,  X.   C. 
Dear  Comrades: 

I  received  your  letter  with  the  check  in  it.  Sure 
was   more    than    glad    to   get    it,    for    I   sure   did 
need    it    bad   as    we   are   out    of    work    here    in   the 
mills.   Regards  from    Elizabeth.      Answer  soon. 
Your  comrade, 
CALL1E  McGIXXIS. 


B*&0.'- 


(  From   the  aged   mother   of    'loin   Mooney) 

.if. 
Dear  Comrades ; 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter,  with  check  lor 
$20   enclosed. 

I    am    very   grateful    tor    your    kind 
ii. m,  and  for  your  worthy  efforts  in  m\  boy's  be- 
half. 

Fourteen  years  is  a  long  time  to  wait  tor  iny 
dear  boy's  freedom,  but  1  feel  certain  that  it  may 
not  be  long  that  he  may  be  free  if  the  working 
people  of  this  country  fight  hard  enough  for 
him. 

I    am    in    very    bad    health,    and    am    tr\n 
keep  up  courage  till  Tom   is  free. 

With  kind  regards,  and  sincere  appreciation, 
I   am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
MRS.  MARY  MOONEY. 

{From  a  jailed  miner's  u        I 

Pittston,  Pa. 

Dear  Comrades: 

I  am  very  thankful  for  the  $20.00.  It  is  very 
hard  for  me  to  keep  on  struggling  to  support  my 
family.  It  is  hard  enough  when  my  husband 
helps,  so  you  can  imagine  what  it  means  for  me 
alone. 

Sometimes  it  seems  hopeless,  but  for  your  help, 
dear  comrades.     Once  again,  thank  you. 

Comradelv  vours, 
MRS.  SAM  BONITA. 
■ 
( From    Frank-    Gojtasky,    jailed   for    organizing 
harvest  workers.) 

Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. 
Fellow  Workers: 

More  than  pleased  to  receive  your  relief  of 
$5,  and  I  thank  you  most  heartily  for  it.  It  is 
not  the  amount  that  makes  me  feel  so  good,  but 
the  sentiment  that  is  enclosed  with  your  letter. 
May  you  achieve  the  good  things  you  are  at- 
again,  with  all  good  wishes, 

tempting    to    do    for    the    workers.      With    thanks 
Yours  for  the  good  of  the  workers, 

FRANK   GODLASKY. 
■ 
Los  Angeles  County  Jail. 
Dear  Comrades: 

I  hope  this  will  not  reach  you  too  late  to  put 
into  the  special  I'.S.S.R.  issue  of  Till  1 
111  I  I  NDER.  We  would  not  want  to  miss  the 
opportunity  of  sending  your  heartiest  revolution- 
ary greetings  to  the  success  of  the  rapid  strides 
tin  soviet  I'nion  is  taking  and  to  the  shining 
example    it    set-    fo    us   in   capitalist   count  i 

Mv    mother  and   I  have  been  sentenced  to 
90   days  and  pay   $500   fine   for  having   partici- 
pated   in    the    August    1     Anti-Imperialist    demon- 
stration.    I  am  also  facing  several  other  . 
of   a    similar    nature,    but    by    putting    us    in    jail, 
it  onlj   strengthens  our  revolutionary   -pirit. 
EMMA  I 
SAR  Ml  v  I    I i 


TOM     MOON  I  V-     Mill  HI   II 


Celt   3-C- 
Serial  No.   16787 
Comrades; 

In  replv  to  your  letter  of  Sept.  IS,  19  30.  I 
wish  to  express  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the 
financial  aid  given  me  each  month  by  the  I.L.D. 
I  am  sure  that  there  are  many  more  in  the  vari- 
ous institutions  thruoul  the  country  that  are  be- 
ing aided  during  a  very  trying  period  of  their 
lives  by  this  same  organization. 

If    I    am    to    judge    your    work    bv    the    benefit 
derived  bv  myself,  I  am  sure  that  you  are  headed 
tain    and    unbounded    success.       Dure    are 
very  U-k  organizations  that  care   for  their  work- 
ers in  the  manner  that  you  are  U 

I  am  sure  that  your  mail  will  contain  many 
more  such  statements.  There  can  be  no  more 
effective   way   than   tin-  to  M 

tion   of   a    very   valual  rendered    at    the 

time  when  we  are  in  the  most  need. 

Wishing    you   unbounded 

that  all  your  efforts  are  as  much  appreciated  as 
I  appreciate  what  you  are  doing  tor  me,  I  re- 
main, 

rely, 
LAWRENf  I      MUX 
■ 
(From   Sam    Bonita,      • 

ana, 

5  s    in  i  lie.  k      W 

cation   in   thank   J  W  me 

and   it ■■. 

SAM  BONI  I  \ 


Vital  Features  of  the  Eight -Months  Plan 

Organization  Is  Keynote  of  I.L.D.  Campaign;  Strive  for  Base  in  Shops  and  factories  of  the  U.  S.  A. 

By  A.  Jakira 


THE  National  Executive  Committee 
of  the  International  Labor  Defense 
has  adopted  a  program  of  organizational 
activities  for  the  coming  eight  months,  end- 
ing June  28,  the  date  set  for  the  Fifth 
National  Convention  of  the  I.L.D. 

In  the  past,  insufficient  attention  has 
been  paid  to  organization  problems.  Dis- 
tricts like  Minnesota,  the  entire  agricultural 
region  and  the  Southern  states  still  remain 
practically  unorganized  as  far  as  the  I.L.D. 
is  concerned.  Many  of  our  leading  com- 
mittees do  not  function,  or  function  very 
poorly  as  in  the  case  of  Chicago,  the  second 
largest  district  in  the  country.  The  Dis- 
trict Committee  of  Pittsburgh  only  recent- 
ly began  to  show  some  life.  This  is  re- 
flected in  the  failure  of  the  I.L.D.  to  in- 
crease its  membership  and  to  become  a 
real  mass  organization,  despite  the  favor- 
able conditions. 

Organization  Is  Keynote 

Organization!  This  must  be  the  key- 
note in  all  our  work  and  in  all  our  cam- 
paigns during  the  coming  eight  months' 
period.  The  leading  committees  from  top 
to  bottom  must  be  placed  on  a  functioning 
basis,  all  inactive  members  replaced  by  new 
forces  from  the  shops  and  factories. 

Concrete  and  drastic  steps  are  to  be  tak- 
en to  activize  the  branches  and  to  raise  the 
dues-paying  membership.  The  present 
dues  paying  membership  is  less  than  ten 
thousand.  This,  every  one  would  admit, 
is  an  abnormally  low  figure,  considering 
the  tremendous  amount  of  work  carried  on 
by  the  organization  and  the  gigantic  tasks 
confronting  us  both  nationally  and  in  the 
districts. 

We  set  ourselves  the  moderate  task  of 
raising    the     dues-paying     membership    to 


Greets   the    \3th  Soviet  Anniversary 

Akam  Waytaviak,  Detroit,  Mich. 
John  Padpora,  Hamtramck,  Mich. 
John  Goncharow,   Detroit,  Mich. 


We  greet  the  Revolutionary  Workers  and 
Workers'  Government  of  the  U.S.3..R.  on 
its   1  3th  Anniversary. 

Finnish  Workinc  Women's  Council 
Seattle,  Wash. 


9,000  by  December.  12,000  by  March 
18th!  and  15,000  by  the  end  of  the  eight- 
month  period,  June  28.  Is  there  a  single 
disrict  that  will  be  unable  to  raise  its  small 
quota  to  put  this  plan  into  effect? 

Base  in  Shops,  Factories 

The  main  task  during  the  next  eight 
months,  however,  is  to  establish  a  solid 
defense  base  inside  the  shops,  factories, 
mines,  mills  and  farms.  We  have  at  pres- 
ent some  shop  branches,  but  the  total  num- 
ber of  these  is  inadequate  and  does  not 
meet  the  present  situation  in  the  labor 
movement.  The  District  Committees  are 
to  make  a  careful  survey  of  the  most  fav- 
orable shops,  factories,  mines,  mills  and 
farms  and  must  proceed  immediately  with 
the  formation  of  defense  branches  there. 
The  territorial  and  language  branches  are 
to  be  reorganized  so  that  no  more  than 
about  fifty  members  will  belong  to  one 
branch.  The  present  large  branches,  num- 
bering in  some  cases,  more  than  one  hun- 
dred members  have  proven  to  be  inefficient 
and  impractical. 

Meetings,   Conferences 

In  order  to  mobilize  the  entire  member- 
ship behind  the  Eight  Months'  Plan,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee were  dispatched  to  address  enlarged 
membership  meetings  in  all  important  cen- 
ters during  the  week  of  November  1 1,  the 
anniversary  of  the  hanging  of  the  Chicago 
Haymarket  Martyrs.  Similar  meetings 
will  be  held  in  all  other  cities,  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  District  Committees  pres- 
ent. Several  special  field  organizers  have 
been  assigned  to  tour  the  various  districts 
in  connection  with  this  work.  Arrange- 
ments are  being  made  for  a  National  Or- 


ganization  Conference  to  be   held  by  the 
end  of  December. 

Concrete   Tasks 

The  entire  work  is  to  be  carefully  plan- 
ned and  organized  in  each  district.  Each 
District  Committee  was  instructed  to  pre- 
pare an  Eight  Months'  Plan  of  work  for 
their  respective  districts  in  line  with  the 
plan  adopted  by  the  National  Executive 
Committee.  The  organization  drive  is  to 
feature  all  our  work,  and  three  special 
dates  were  set  aside  for  house-to-house 
canvassing  in  order  to  stimulate  the  mem- 
bership drive.  On  December  6,  the  An- 
niversary of  the  Columbian  Banana  strike 
where  1,500  workers  were  brutally  mur- 
dered in  cold  blood  by  the  hirelings  of  the 
United  Fruit  Company,  the  house  to  house 
canvassing  will  be  devoted  to  the  demand 
for  the  release  of  the  Imperial  Valley 
prisoners  now  serving  42  year  sentences  in 
St.  Quentin  prison. 

On  January  1,  the  anniversary  of  the 
infamous  Palmer  Red  Raids  the  canvass- 
ings  will  be  devoted  mainly  to  a  demand 
to  stop  the  persecution  of  foreign  born 
workers. 

The  third  house-to-house  canvassing  and 
a  series  of  mass  meetings  will  take  place  on 
March  18,  the  anniversary  of  the  Paris 
Commune.  A  special  pamphlet  and  a 
leaflet  is  being  published  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee  in  connection  with 
the  Imperial  Valley  case,  these  to  be  ready 
before  December  6.  Similar  literature 
will  be  published  in  connection  with  the 
other  campaigns  of  the  I.L.D. 

The  ever-increasing  demands  on  the 
I.L.D.  makes  it  necessary  for  every  work- 
er and  friend  to  help  put  the  Eight  Months' 
Plan  into  effect  and  to  build  the  I.L.D.  into 
a  real  mass  organization. 


Workers  of  the  Bronx,  step  in  and  get 
acquainted  with  the  Workingmen's  Sick, 
Bvnevolent  &  Education  Federation,  Br. 
No.  29.  Meets  every  3rd  Wednesday, 
8    o'clock,   785    Westchester   Ave.,   Bronx. 


NEEDLE  TRADES  WORKERS 
INDUSTRIAL  UNION  of  U.  S. 
(N.T.W.I.U.,  Local  San  Francisco) 


THE  MOTHERS  LEAGUE 

of  Winthrop,  Mass. 
greets  the  \$th  Soviet  Anniversary 


Read  the 

LABOR  DEFENDER 
The  Fighting  Labor  Pictorial 
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Off  the  Press  Soon— 

"THE  STORY  OF  THE 
IMPERIAL  VALLEY" 

By  Frank  Spector,  No.  48688 

(Written   in    San    Quentin   Prison) 

One   of   the   eight    militant    workers   now 

serving  prison  sentences  up  to  42  years  for 

trying     to    organize     the    exploited     fruit 

workers  of  Southern  California. 


With  an  Introduction  by 

JOHN  DOS  PASSOS 

Noted  American  writer,  author  of  "Three 
Soldiers,"  "Facing  the  Chair — the  Story  of 
Sacco-Vanzetti." 

Price  5  cents  $3.50  in  Bundles  of   100 

Rush  your  order  to 

International    Labor    Defense 

80  East  11th  Street,  Room  430 

New  York  City 


A  VITAL  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN 
LABOR  during  1930 — This  is  what  you 
will  find  in  "Labor  Defender — 1930,"  con- 
sisting of  the  12  bound  issues  of  the  most 
popular  workingclass  publication  in  the 
United  States.  Including  an  index  of 
photographs  and  articles  which  have  ap- 
peared in  the  Labor  Defender  during  the 
past  five  years  of  its  existence.  Price  $1.50 

Order  from: 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  DEFENSE 

80  East  1  1th  Street,  Room  430 

Nl  u    York  City 


IF  YOU  HAVE  a  Bound  Volume 
of  the  Labor  Defender  for  1 926, 
please  write  to  the  Labor  Defender. 


The   Labor  Defender   recommends: 

WORKERS  TO  THE  RESCUE 

{A  leaflet  on  the  Atlanta  "Insurrec- 
tion" case) 
$3  per  1,000  in  lots  of  1,000  or  more 

SEDITION! 

By  J.  Louis  Engdahl 

{A  32-page  pamphlet) 

5  cents 

Order  from 
International    Labor    Defense 
80  E.  11th  St.  New  York  City 


:The  Theatre  Guild   Presents 


ROAR  CHINA 

A  Soviet  Play  by  S.  M.  Tretyakov 

"  'Roar  China'  is  more  than  a  play.  It  is  an  experience,  gripping,  inescapable. 
...  A  stirring  anti-imperialist  play." — DAILY  WORKER. 

"Boiling  with  wrath  and  action.  The  Theatre  Guild  has  turned  up  something 
new.     Salute!"—  TIMES. 

"A  melodrama  with  the  terrific  impact  of  violent  emotions  and  violent  actions 
...  a  night  firing  duel,  which  the  talkies  have  never  equalled  for  effectiveness 
and  excitement  ...  a  fascinating  spectacle  in  the  theatre." — GRAPHIC. 

"Tremendously  human,  gigantic  pitiable  .  .  .  realism  that  holds  you  with  the 
grip  of  actuality  .  .  .  something  to  see  and  something  to  remember  as  a  strange 
event  in  the  theatre."— EVE.  WORLD. 

MARTIN  BECK  THEATRE  ^thhA;c 

Evenings  8:50.  Mats.  Thurs.       Sat.  at  2:50 


Elizabeth,    the    Queen 

Rv  Maxwell  Anderson 

GUILD    THEATRE  ;,  ' s; 
Eves.  8:40.  Mats.  Thurs.      Sat.,  2:40 


OUR   LONG    RANGE 
GUN  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

"CONGRATULATIONS  on  a 
fine  issue." — Cvrii.  BriccSj  Ameri- 
can Negro  Labor  Congress. 

"VERY  effective."  —  WlLLIAM 
/..  Foster. 

"ITS  a  corker."  —  Ryan 
Walker,  veteran  labor  cartoonist. 

"HERE'S  my  dollar  for  a  sub- 
scription." —  Theodore  Dreiser, 
noted  novelist 

"THE  BEST  issue  yet  of  the 
magazine."  —  Chas.  Guynn,  N  - 
tional  Board  member  of  the  Mine, 
Oil  and  Smelter  Workers  Industrial 

Union. 

"THE  MOST  beautiful  and  vital 
labor  pictorial  in  the  United  States." 
— Federated  Press. 

"IT  GOES  over  great  whh  the 
workers." — George  M.urer,  field 
srganizer  of  the  I.L.D.  on  the  Pacific 
Coast. 

This  is  what  has  been  written  about 
the  November  issue  of  the  Labor 
Defender. 

SOLD  OUT  EXACTLY  11  DAYS 
AFTER  PUBLICATION! 


A  vivid  record  of  the  U.  S.  labor 
movement,  sidelights  on  proletarian 
struggles  abroad,  and  achievements  of 
the  U.S.S.R. — short,  effective  articles 
and  striking  photographs  —  this  is 
what  you  will  find  in  future  issues  of 
the  Labor  Defender. 


Subscribe  at  once — $1.00  a  year 

Tear  out  this  blank  and  mail  at 

Labor  Defender 

ist  11  in  Street,  Room  430 
New  York  Ci iv 

Name 

S  i  ri  i  r 
City 
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Toward  the  14th   Year  of  Soviet   cI(ule  —  Greetings   from 
Philadelphia  District  of  the  International  Labor  Defense 

From  the  land  of  the  "sedition"  laiv  we  ■promise  to  energetically  support  our  paper. 

We    send    greetings'  to    the    \3th    Anniversary    through    the    Labor    Defender, 

the  fighting  organ  of  the  I.  L.  D. 


Greetings  from : 

A.  Dagis 

S.  Ettinger 

I.  Sheves 

Raiderman 

Mrs.  Sillman 

A   group   of   sympathizers 

K.  Kunobortes 

Dr.  Samuel  Goldberg 

Dr.  Myerson 


Greetings  from : 

Sacco-Vanzetti   Branch  I.L.D. 

Russian  Branch  I.L.D. 

Lenin  Branch  I.L.D. 

Italian  Branch  I.L.D. 

Lithuanian  Branch  I.L.D. 

Ukrainian  Branch  I.L.D. 

West  Philadelphia  Women's  League 

International  Workers  Order  Br.  1  73 

Strawberry  Mansion  Mothers' 


STEVE  KATOVIS  BRANCH 

of  the  I.L.D.  in  Baltimore  sends  its 
greetings  to  the  workers  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  fatherland  of  the 
workers  of  the  whole  world. 

Delnicki    Vadelavice    Spol 
Pokrok  of  Baltimore 

sends  its  warmest  greeting  to  the 
workers  of  the  Soviet  Union  on  the 
13th  anniversary  of  the  victorious 
Russian  Revolution. 


Greetings  from  the 

Scandinavian    Workers    Club 

Hartford,  Connecticut 


Greetings  from  the 

Polish   Branch  of  the  I.L.D. 
753  Ogdan  Street 

Bridgeport,   Conn. 


Greetings  to  the  Soviet  Union  on  its  13th 
anniversary.  Hail  the  leader  of  the  world 
proletariat,    the    Communist    International. 

RUSSIAN  NATIONAL  MUTUAL 
AID  SOCIETY 

S.  Kazinetz,  Se&y 

501  Kirtland  St.  Scranton,  Pa. 


Greetings  from  the 

Finnish  Branch  of  the  I.L.D. 

East    Chicago,    Indiana 


Greetings  from  the 
Tom  Mooney  Branch  of  the  ILD 

D.  Leavitt  J.  Krutetf 

J.  Perlman  J.  LJrovsky 

Jos.  Bucsko  Joe  Gol 

J.  Feldstein 

Chicago,  111. 


GREETINGS 

from  the 

ENGELS  BRANCH 

Chicago,  111. 


Greetings   From   Boston   District   I.L.D.  and  Affiliated  Organizations 

1     Greetings  to  the  Workers,   Peasants 

BOSTON 

1     and  Soldiers  of  the  U.  S.  S.  R. 

SACCO-VANZETTI  BRANCH 

WEST  CONCORD  BRANCH 
I.  L.  D. 

SWEDISH  WORKERS 

Local    Boston,    Massachusetts 

CLUB 

International   Labor  Defense 

I.L.D.  Lithuanian  Branch   13 
Worcester,  Mass. 

Greetings  from : 
Frank  Matrhison       John   Grilnis 

New   Hampshire 

"Greetings" 

FINNISH    WORKERS   CLUB 

Box  42 

Harry  Carcluk          M.  Fischuk 
J.  Proji                       J.    Kostuk 
S.  Casnichuk            C.  Gritski 

MOTHERS  LEAGUE 
OF  NEW  ENGLAND 

Gardner,  Mass. 

W.  Shevchuk            1  [arase^  icz 
P.  Yacovuk              J.  Humenuk 
s.  Richuk                 V.  Sememik 
X.  Denisuk                M.  Sai  hnuk 

Brockton   Branch 
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Toward  the   14th   Year  of  Soviet   "T^ide  —  Greetings    from 
New  York  District  I.  L.  D.  and  Affiliated  Organizations 


We    greet    the    workers    of    the    Soviet    Union 
on   their    13th  anniversary  ot*  success  in   laying 
the  basis  for  Socialism 

MOHEGAN  COLONY 
I.L.D.  BRANCH 

Greetings  to  our  comrades  \n  the  > 

Wurkingmen's  Sick  Benevolent  and  Educational  Federation 

First  organization  in  New  York  to  affiliate  with  the 
International   Labor   Defense 

PEEKSKILL,  NEW  YORK 

The 

Bronx  Cooperative  Branch 
of  the  i.l.d. 

sends  revolutionary  greetings. 

B-    LEVI,  Organizer 

G.    MlRAPOLSKIj  Secretary 

X.  Pachter,  Labor  Defender  Agent 

Greetings  ! 

Greetings   from 

the 

GASTONIA  BRANCH 

1  I  WISH   WORKERS   CLUB 
HARLEM 

tie  Lahti                  S.   J.   Rinta 
tgc    Lahti                  Maui  Wick 
llridy  Shcrhan               Raymond    Miller 
Willie  Sheehan              Hilda  Miller 

STEVE  KATOVIS  BRANCH 

A.    Grofendorfcr          C.   Berger 
S.    Robiski                          A.    Horowitz 
E.    Klarmon                    W.    Kiomer 

Greetings  from 
JOHN  REED  BRANCH 

Lenin  Kouprianoff 
Sergey  Ermakow 

Lydia   Naskalin             E.  Miller 
Samean  Naskalin          Einar  Auttila 

E    Silander             Alina   Koiva 
Jalniar  Sunerva             Aune  Malin 
John    Hillberg               Elsa  Paivio 
Jalmari  Roine               Hulda  Partane 
Antti  Lippo                    Paul   Kuilaka 
II.    Sankari                      Richard   Kulmala 

Greetings    from 

GERMAN  BRANCH  43 

Meets  every  second   Thursday 

Fred   Lowell                   Evich    Karsten 
Carl  Bareck                   Josef  Kink 
Hermann   Koehler        Frank  Pietzak 

GONZALES  I.L.D.  BRANCH 

Sara  Wand                      Mose  Paslolsky 
Richard    Schzomel        S.   Pasakow 
Adolph    Halzer               John   Geyer 
M.  Rivera                        Bertha  Kalish 
Rose   Berg                       Tillie  Gelman 
Frances  Gelman 

John  Peterson                Helena    Hillson 
Lempi   Cick 

Max  Bareck 

Greetings  to  the  workers  and  peasants 
of    the   Soviet   Union    in    their    13th 
Anniversary  of  successful  building  of 
socialism. 

Greetings  from 

SACCO    VANZETTI    BRANCH 

J.    Friedman                  A.  Ricback 

H.   Rossman                  A.    Mattison 
E.   Klein                          D.   Kriegcr 
I.    Halpcrn 

Hail  the  only  workers  and  peasants  fatherland 
on   its    13th   anniversai 

Freiheit  Mandolin  Orchestra 

106  East  14th  S 

I.  L.  D.  BRANCH  13 
Staten  Island 

Greetings    from 

JULIO  MELLA  ILD  BRANCH 

Lempi    Beranger                               Paul   Beranger 
Riiis. ma                                   John   Ruisana 

of  Bath   Beach 

Meets  2nd  and  4th   Fridays 
48  BAY  2Sth  STREET 

NEW  YORK  DISTRICT    BRANCHES 

Armenian — Shohinian                    Havmarkef                                       Poughkeeptie 

Greetings    from 

SUOM.  TYOVAENYHDISTYS 

Brooklyn    Branch 

FINNISH  FEDERATION 

764 — 40th  Street 

B      iklyn 

Bath  Beach — Julio   Mella                            1    irnegie 

Brownsville                                        Hungarian                                                   h  49 

Boro  Park                                          Hung             '       -1-  ille 

Branch  67                                          Italian  Staten   Island    1  1                Ruthcnbcrg 

Bulgarian  Club                                    Statin    bland                                        Russian 

i              itive                          Italian   Harlem                                 Russian   Williamsburg 
vakian    Yorkville         Jugo-S                                                 Russian   South    Brooklyn 
Downtown  Japanese                                      Side — Joe    Hill                       Sandiego    Brooks 
nian                                           Lithuanian   17                                                        Jen 

We    hail    ill                   trj    of    the    Russian 
.  and  peasants  revolution,  w 

■    radi                 U.S.S.R.  thai  we 

will  fi^lit  against  any  intervention  of  the 
imperialists  against  the  I  .  s.  s.  R. 

Nick  Sponoudakis  Branc  h 

t  N.  Y. — Al                               1    'tish                                                                  idikis 
Neck                                       Lowei    Bronx 
«  .                                                      Middle  Village  Non-Partisan       1          iian 

Williamsburg 

ing                                                        .crl 
■nia                                                       1  irner                                                              nders 
1'                         '..jn                                        lie    English 

IN  A  CELL  IN     .    .    . 


San  Quentin 
Walla  Walla 


Folsom 
Blawnox 


In  a  score  of  prisons  thruout  the  United  States  nearly  one  hundred  workers  are  now 
counting  the  three  short  steps  betwesn  the  iron  gate  and  the  cement  wall. 


SUPPORT 

Workers  -who  dared  re- 
sistance to  the  bosses  of 
America,  who  dared  to 
lead  the  exploited  mass- 
es, are  tortured  for 
loyalty  to  their  class, 
serving  sentences  up  to 
42  years.  REMEMBER 
the  IMPERIAL  VAL- 
LEY cases! 

RELIEF 


WINTER 


In  solitary  confinement, 
in  prison  jute  mills,  on 
chain  gangs,  in  prison 
hospitals  dying  of  tu- 
berculosis, these  xvork- 
ers  keep  their  faith  in- 
tact. REMEMBER 
MOONEY!  REMEM- 
BER BILLINGS!  RE- 
MEMBER THE  CEN- 
TRALIA    FIGHTERS! 


CAMPAIGN  I 


These  workers  are  our  martyrs.    But  they  are  not  asking  for  tears  or  glory.     A  former  prisoner  sang 
not  so  long  ago: 


"Mourn  not  your  captive  comrades  who  must  dwell- 
Too  strong  to  strive — 
Each  in  his  steel-bound  coffin  of  a  cell, 
Buried  alive; 


"But  rather  mourn  the  apathetic  throng — 
The  cowed  and  the  meek 

Who  see  the  world's  great  anguish  and  its  wrong 
And  dare  not  speak!" 


But  REMEMBER  that  their  wives  and  children  are  suffering  and  starving,  and  that  our  comrades  in 
prison  need  a  dollar  or  two  occasionally  for  tobacco  or  fruit,  or  maybe  a  book.    What  will 


do  about  it? 


YOU 


The  big  bosses  organize  their  Christmas  campaign  in  order  to  hide  viorkingclass  misery  and.  growing  revolt.  .  .  . 

The  International  Labor  Defense  is  regularly  sending,  out  of  its  meagre   funds,   money   to   prisoners   and   their   families.     'The   winter 
is  here  and  money  is  essential  foi                       and  children  of   these   prisoners   who   face    hunger,   eviction   and    eold.      ' 
needed  for  BREAD  and  CO/I  I.  and  RENT  for  them.  The  1.  I.  D.  once  again  ealls  upon  the  workers,  during  this  season  of  the 
year,  to  give  for  the  relief  of  the  class-war  prisoneri  and  th ints. 

Rush  your  contribution  to 

WINTER  RELIEF  CAMPAIGN 

The  Prisoners'  Pledge  Fund 
The  International  Labor  Defense 


80  East  11th  Street,  Room  430 


New  York  City. 
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